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         SER412A 

         8-15-99 

CONFESSING CHRIST 

MATTHEW 10:32-33 
NEED:  TO GIVE A PERSONAL CONFESSION OF CHRIST 

   IN OUR WORLD. 

PROPOSITION: THE TRUE CHRISTIAN GIVES A CONFIDENT  

   CONFESSION OF CHRIST TO THE UNBELIEVING 

   WORLD. 

OBJECTIVE: TO ENCOURAGE A CONSISTENT PATTERN OF 

   CONFESSING CHRIST BEFORE THE WORLD. 

INTRODUCTION: 

Have you ever felt the tug of wanting to share your faith with someone, and then 

you didn’t?  Maybe you have known a friend for sometime, prayed for him, and 

yet the time “never seemed right” to share Christ with that friend.  And then one 

of the most difficult of all, that family member who needs God desperately, and 

yet you just can’t bring yourself to tell them how to find the Lord.  Why are we 

like this?   

 

Some of you have felt that tug to make a public profession of your faith in Christ.  

You have known that is what God wants you to do, but you have never been able 

to do it.  Why are we like this?  The thing that all of these experiences have in 



 2 

common is fear.  We are very aware of what others think and how they might 

react so we don’t do what we think God might want us to do.   

 

Such fear is not a new experience for God’s people.  Jesus addressed this question 

in this extended passage of the gospel of Matthew.  He came to the climax of the 

passage with this word of encouragement and warning.  He assures us that if we 

make a confession before men, He will acknowledge us before the Father in 

heaven.  But he warns us if we deny Him before men, (this could be either 

through silence or some open denial) then He will deny us before the Father 

which is in heaven.  This word from Jesus has to be taken seriously by everyone 

who takes Him seriously.  Since I know that you take Him seriously, or you 

would not be here this morning, this is a word for you and for me. It addresses 

something very deep in our own experience.   

 

I want us to look at this statement from Jesus from two different perspectives.  We 

need to see the testimony that is involved in this confession.  But we need also to 

see the relationship that this confession has to our personal salvation. 

 

I.  THE CONFESSION IS A TESTIMONY TO THE SAVIOR. 
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When you first read these words it is obvious that they are a bold assertion on the 

part of Jesus.  They are an assertion about who He is and how important He is in 

relationship to us.  “Whoever acknowledges me before men, I will also 

acknowledge him before my father in heaven.”  This is a confession of a person – 

“me”.  It is a confession before men.  It is a confession that has eternal 

implications for all of life.  But the confession or the acknowledgement is in 

essence a testimony.  I want us to look at this confession or acknowledgement 

from the perspective of a testimony. 

 

1. A testimony of an understanding received of the Savior. 

When Jesus indicates that the confession concerns Him, it obviously means that 

the person making the confession has come to an understanding of who he is.  

They have come to understand something about his person so they make a public 

acknowledgement before an unbelieving world.  Simon Peter provides us a 

beautiful example of this.  In the gospel of John he tells about a time when Jesus 

had given some hard sayings to the multitude, and most of the people who had 

been listening to him went home sadly disappointed.  It appeared that all of His 

congregation would leave.  But then Jesus turned to the group of His disciples and 

asked them, “Will you also go away?”  Simon Peter answered our Lord’s inquiry 

with his own personal confession: “Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the 

words of eternal life.  We believe and know that you are the holy one of God.”  
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This was his testimony to the moment; it reflected the understanding of the 

personal of Jesus that he had received to that point.   

 

This is what Jesus asks from us.  He asked us to give a testimony to our 

unbelieving world concerning our understanding of who he is.  Let me ask you 

about your understanding.  If you were forced to stand up in front of this group 

this morning and give your testimony concerning your understanding of Jesus, 

what would you say?  It would not be a moment to parrot what you have heard 

others about Him.  It would not be a moment to give what you learned in Sunday 

School.  It would be a moment to give your testimony concerning the 

understanding that you have received from the Lord in your heart. 

 

In Peter’s earlier confession at Caesarea Philippi he made such a confession of 

Jesus.  Jesus responded to that confession by saying, “Flesh and blood hath not 

revealed this unto you, but my father which is in heaven.”  What has the father in 

heaven by the Holy Spirit made known to your heart concerning the identity of 

Jesus?  Are you ready to give your confession based on your understanding? 

 

2. The testimony of a treasure found in the Savior. 
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One of the best ways to overcome the fear that we have concerning sharing our 

testimony is to really understand the significance of what we have found.  You 

will remember two parables that Jesus gave concerning the kingdom of heaven.  

In the first parable He spoke of the kingdom of heaven being like a man who is 

plowing in a field and his plow turns up a precious treasurer.  It probably had 

been buried in the field by someone long ago and was there waiting to be found.  

When the man sees the treasure and realizes its value, he covers it over, buries it 

again.  He marks the location of the treasure in his mind but hurries off to get 

everything he has together so he can purchase that field.  He puts everything he 

has on the line and purchases the field from its owner.  His motivation is that 

treasure that he has found in the field.   

 

In the second parable Jesus talks about a man who was a merchant of precious 

stones and pearls.  One day he sees the most beautiful and precious pearl he has 

ever seen in all of his life.  The moment he sees that pearl he knows he must have 

it.  He goes and sells everything he has, turns it into cash, and purchases that pearl 

of great price.  He must have that pearl for himself!   

 

The treasure and the pearl that Jesus is talking about is Jesus and a personal 

relationship with Him.  He’s indicating whenever a person really comes to know 

who Jesus is and what Jesus can do in a life, he will do what ever is necessary to 
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have a personal relationship with Jesus.  Can you imagine a man or a woman 

being ashamed of something for which they paid everything that they own?  Such 

a thought is unthinkable.  If a person thought enough of something to invest in it 

all of their possessions it would obviously be the pride and joy of their life. 

 

This is the character of the confession that we give.  It is not something that we do 

out of a sense of duty.  It is an exciting testimony to the treasure that we found.  

He is the one who is altogether lovely.  He is the one who has met the deepest 

needs of our hearts.  It is our delight and our joy to bear testimony to anyone who 

will listen concerning the treasure we found in the Savior.   

 

3.  A testimony of an experience with the Savior. 

This is the other aspect of the confession.  It is our own personal story of how and 

when and where we met Jesus.  You remember in the beginning of our Lord’s 

ministry when Andrew had an encounter with Him near the Sea of Galilee.  After 

spending some extended time with Jesus, the very first thing Andrew did was find 

his brother, Simon, who would become Peter.  He said to Simon, “We have found 

the Messiah” (that is the Christ). He could not keep it to himself.  He had met and 

experienced the presence of Jesus.  He had seen in Jesus that for which he had 

been looking all of his life.  He was prepared to give testimony. 
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You will remember the blind man who was healed at Siloam.  This man had been 

blind all the days of his life and Jesus took away his blindness and gave him sight.  

The miracle was such a remarkable thing that it stirred the crowds around 

Jerusalem concerning Jesus and the possibility that He was the Messiah.  This 

angered the Pharisees who had become His bitter critics.  They attack the man 

that Jesus had healed with vengeance.  When they could not shake him 

concerning his experience, they finally excluded him from the synagogue.  He left 

saying, “This one thing I know, once I was blind, but now I see!”   

 

Jesus found this man later and identified Himself more fully to the man.  When 

Jesus asked the man,  

“Do you believe in the son of man?” the man asked, “Who is he, sir?”  “Tell me 

so I may believe in him.”  Jesus then told him that He Himself was indeed that 

son of man.  The man exclaimed, “Lord, I believe.”  This is the kind of confession 

I am talking about.  You have met Jesus Christ personally and he has made a 

difference in your life.  You are glad to say to the world, “I believe in Him. I trust 

in Him with all my heart!” 

 

So the confession of which Jesus speaks is a testimony to the Savior.  Do you 

have a testimony? Are you sharing that testimony?  



 8 

II.  THE CONFESSION IS A CONDITION OF SALVATION. 

This is the thrust of this statement by Jesus. Those who acknowledge Him before 

men, He will acknowledge in the last day before the Father in heaven.  This 

means that they are the ones that have a relationship with Him that qualifies them 

to spend eternity in heaven with Him.  But those who deny Him before men, He 

will disown in that awesome day of judgment before the Father.  They will be 

eternally lost.  The only persons who are eternally saved are those who have 

gladly and freely given a confession that Jesus is the Lord and the Savior of their 

lives. 

 

1. There is the initial confession that brings salvation. 

There are the two aspects of this confession.  There is the initial confession and 

then a continuing confession.  The initial confession is the one to which the 

Apostle Paul refers in those familiar words, “If you confess with your mouth, 

‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead you 

will be saved.  For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is 

with you mouth that you confess and are saved” (Romans 10:9-10).  This 

confession that Jesus is Lord is made before God the Father and if need be before 

the whole world.  It is the confession that brings to the human heart God’s eternal 

salvation.  Without such a confession, a person will never be saved. 
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Does this mean that a person must verbally stand in front of a congregation and 

declare the words, “Jesus is Lord”? While there is no magic in saying such words 

and no exact formula which such words must be spoken, a person must be ready 

in some way to make the declaration personally that Jesus is Lord.   

 

It appears in the New Testament that the primary way a person did this was 

through believers Baptism.  When a person became convinced in their heart that 

Jesus is Lord and received Him into their hearts as Savior, they declared this 

publicly by being baptized in his name in water.  In that baptism they gave 

testimony to their confidence in His death, and burial, and resurrection.  In that 

act of baptism they are publicly confession that Jesus is Lord.  There is actually a 

little expression in this statement that Jesus gave us that the English translation 

has difficulty expressing.  When Jesus said, “Whoever acknowledges me before 

men, I will also acknowledge him before my Father in heaven.” It actually and 

literally reads, “Who ever acknowledges in me before men.”  There is a little 

preposition, which we ordinarily do not translate into the English.  Literally the 

person is confessing that they have come to understand and enjoy a relationship 

with Jesus.  They are confessing Him as their personal savior and Lord.  It is not 

just the confession of a historical person who lived 2000 years ago but of a living 

Christ with whom they now have a personal saving relationship.   
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I ask of you, “Have you so confessed Him?”  Will He have a bases for confessing 

you before the Father in that awful day of judgment?  Will He cover for you on 

that day?   

 

2.  There is a continuing confession that marks the saved. 

This word of Jesus cannot be confined to just one act that initiates the Christian 

life on the part of the person.  This which He is referring to ultimately becomes a 

lifestyle for the person.  The Apostle John refers to this in his first letter to the 

Christians when he writes, “And we have seen and testified that the Father has 

sent His Son to be the Savior of the world.  If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is 

the Son of God, God lives in Him and he in God.  And so we know and rely on 

the love God has for us.  God is love.  Whoever lives in love lives in God and 

God in him” (I John 4:14-16).  The word translated “acknowledges” is a present 

tense verb.  This means that there is a continuing acknowledgement or confession 

that Jesus is the Son of God.  There is a continual sharing with others the 

understanding that you have of Jesus.  This continuing acknowledgement is the 

sign that God lives in the person and the person lives in God.  If a person is not 

giving confession of their faith in Jesus, then there are serious bases for doubting 

the genuineness of their relationship with God.  
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This statement by John comes in the context of an unfriendly atmosphere.  What 

Jesus had talked about in Matthew 10 had become a reality when John wrote this 

first letter. There could be serious, life-threatening consequences if you continued 

to give a public testimony of faith in Jesus as the Son of God.  But the wonderful 

thing about those who are saved is that they keep on sharing this testimony to the 

world.   

 

This brings up the question of “Are you ashamed of Jesus?”  I suppose all of us 

have had moments in which for one reason or another we were reluctant to 

declare ourselves as being disciples of Jesus.  

 

I read of an English chaplain who met with some soldiers in a seaport.  He asked: 

“Soldiers are you ashamed of your uniform?”  There was an emphatic and 

unanimous “No!” “Are you ashamed of your country?”  Again there was 

thundering  “NO!”  Then the chaplain asked, “Are you ashamed of your queen?” 

Again their answer was a strong and emphatic, “NO!”  Then he asked, “Are you 

ashamed of the Lord Jesus?” A dead silence followed, then one stood and said, 

“Sir, I am not ashamed of my Savior!”  It is remotely possible that there were 

others who had at some time confessed faith in Christ but now they were 

cowardly in those circumstances and silent about Him.   



 12 

This is the primary purpose that we have in the FAITH training process.  We want 

you to come to the place that you can give this continuing testimony and 

confession wherever you go.  The consequences are so serious that we must not 

be ashamed of Jesus.   

 

For some of you this needs to be the morning when you make that initial 

confession.  You need to leave a pew where you are seated and walk down this 

isle and stand in front of this congregation this morning and by standing declare, 

“I do believe that Jesus is the Son of God and I take Him as my Savior.”  There is 

nothing on this earth that is more important on this earth that is more important 

than that.  Whether or not you do that will determine whether or not He covers for 

you in that final and awful Day of Judgment.   

 

Then there are others of you who need to come this morning and declare yourself 

ready to participate in the FAITH process this time.  It will be for you a step 

toward overcoming the fears that have kept you silent.  Emerson said a long time 

ago, “Do the thing you fear, and the death of the fear is certain.”  That is a valid 

insight into the nature of life.  Do the thing you fear, and the death of fear is 

certain.”  Do it this morning! 
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