
THE CROWN THAT JESUS WORE 
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Introduction:G 

They intended to humiliate Him in every way possible. They tried Him and 

condemned Him as a blasphemer though an unclean word had never fallen 

from His lips. They subjected him to a scouraging which caused ugly stripes 

on His back. They covered His face with their spital, and slapped him. They 

heaped words of ridicule and mockery on Him. The cast insults upon Him 

the whole night and day.  

They wounded His precious body. Before the ordeal was finished, He bore 

the famous five wounds in His body. These five were the nails in both 

hands, the nails in both feet, and the gaping wound left by the spear in His 

side. But He had more than five wounds--there were the stripes on His back, 

the bruises on His face from the licks that He had received, and then there 

were the tears in His scalp from the crown of thorns.  

I want us to focus on that crown of thorns this morning. This crown was a 

wreath made out of a thorny bush that we readily available in that part of the 

world. It was all done in mockery. The Romans wanted to embarrassed Him 

and the Jews in every way possible. The latched on to the charge of the 

Sanhedrin that He wanted to be the king of the Jews, so they thought they 



would dress Him up like a king in a purple robe, and would put a crown on 

His head. But it was not a real crown but a mock crown. Then Pilate had 

them put a placard above his head which read, THE KING OF THE JEWS.  

 

But did something they never intended to do--they really gave Him a proper 

presentation in His mission. The thorns on His head were so appropriate. 

Consider the wonder of this crown that He wore.  

I. THE CROWN OF THORNS IS ASSOCIATED WITH THE CURSE. 

The story of the thorn begins in the beginning. In God's judgment upon 

human sin in the Garden of Eden, the thorn appears.  

Genesis 3:17-19 (NKJV) 

17 Then to Adam He said, “Because you have heeded the voice of your wife, 

and have eaten from the tree of which I commanded you, saying, ‘You shall 

not eat of it’: “Cursed is the ground for your sake; In toil you shall eat of it 

All the days of your life. 18 Both thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for 

you, And you shall eat the herb of the field. 19 In the sweat of your face you 

shall eat bread Till you return to the ground, For out of it you were taken; 

For dust you are, And to dust you shall return.” 

The thorns came with the curse.  

 1. God imposed the curse in judgment on sin. 



 2. The curse affected all of the creation. 

 3. The curse brought pain into all of life. 

When Jesus died, He took the curse that God imposed on creation.  

Galatians 3:13 (NKJV) 

13 Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law, having become a curse 

for us (for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree”. 

The Roman soldiers who put together the crown from the thorny branches 

had no idea what they were doing. Unknowingly they took a part of nature 

that represented the terrible curse upon creation and placed it on Jesus head. 

He died with the sign of the curse on His beloved and sinless head. He had 

done no sin, but He bore the curse of our sin.  

 

II. THE CROWN OF THORNS IS IDENTIFIED WITH THE 

CHASTISEMENTS FOR SIN.  

There is another context for the thorns that made up His crown. The Bible 

consistently associate thorns with the consequences of our sins.  

In both the law and the prophets of the Old Testament, thorns are associated 

with the consequences of our sins. What a graphic demonstration that He is 

bearing our sins on the tree! 

1.   Thorns in the law of Moses. 



One of the last messages Moses shared with Israel in the wilderness 

contained this solemn warning, “But if you do not drive out the inhabitants 

of the land, those you allow to remain will become barbs in your eyes, and 

thorns in your sides. They will give you trouble in the land where you live. 

And then I will do to you what I plan to do to them.” (Numbers 33: 55-56) 

The proverbial reference to “thorns in your side” comes from this warning 

from God. The warning in the law is that if you disobey God, you will suffer 

from thorns. They are used here as a metaphor for the sufferings that sin 

brings.  

When you see the crown of thorns, just remember that His pain is the pain 

our sins deserved. He is bearing the painful consequences of our sin in His 

body and in His spirit.  

2.   Thorns in the Writings. 

The Writings in the Old Testament are made up of the wisdom books like 

Psalms, Job, and Proverbs. They frequently refer to thorns in the context of 

the worthless and that which is associated with the consequences of sin. In 

Proverbs we read, “In the paths of the wicked like thorns and snares, but he 

who guards his soul stays far from them.” (Proverbs 22: 5)  



We did not guard our souls so He willingly chose to bear the consequences 

of our sins—even the crown of thorns. He who knew no sin was made to be 

sin for us! 

3.   Thorns in the prophets. 

The prophets of Israel often used the thorn to warn of the consequences of 

sin. When the Lover of Israel speaks to His beloved through Hosea, he says, 

“Therefore I will block her path with thornbushes; I will wall her in so that 

she cannot find her way.” (Hosea 2:6) Her path of sinful indulgence will 

become one of great pain to her. Sin brings thorns.  

III. THE CROWN THAT JESUS WORE SIGNIFIED THE 

CONTEMPT OF THE WORLD.. 

You put on the head of a king crowns made of gold adorned with precious 

stones. I saw a picture just a few days ago of the beautiful crown that the 

Queen of England wears on special occasions. It was a thing a great beauty 

and worth. Instead of a crown made out of the precious metal gold, and 

adorned with precious stones, they found some worthless thorns that were fit 

for nothing except to burn in the fire, and molded a crown for him. The only 

color connected with this crown was the crimson of His blood that gathered 

on the thorns.  

This was the judgment of the world upon Him and His claims.  



 

Interestingly thorns in scripture often represent something that is fit only for 

the fire. They have no other use beside kindling a fire. That is what they 

thought of Jesus.  

Consider the One who willingly subject Himself to such an ordeal and 

judgment for you. 

1.   His Person was considered worthless like thorns. 

2.   His Claims were considered worthless like thorns.  

They ignored all of the evidence, or as in the case of the soldiers, they never 

took the trouble to explore the basis of His claims. They just assumed that 

they were without validity. What a blunder on the part of the whole 

company of the Romans.  

 

 

  

  

"An illustration is in order. Imagine that you are walking along a river with a 

friend, and your friend suddenly says to you, "I want to show you how much 

I love you!" and with that he throws himself into the river and drowns. 

Would you say in response, "How he loved me!" No, of course not. You'd 



wonder about your friend's mental state. But what if you were walking along 

a river with a friend and you fell into the river by accident, and you can't 

swim. What if he dived in after you and pushed you to safety but was 

himself drawn under by the current and drowned. Then you would respond, 

"Behold, how he loved me!" The example of Jesus is a bad example if it is 

only an example. If there was no peril to save us from—if we were not lost 

apart from the ransom of his death—then the model of his sacrificial love is 

not moving and life-changing; it is crazy. Unless Jesus died as our substitute, 

he can't die as a moving example of sacrificial love.", [Timothy Keller, The 

Reason for God] 

 


