
LIVING IN THE TERMINAL GENERATION 

MARK 13:24-37 

Introduction: 

You could be the terminal generation—especially the young among us. 

According to the teachings of our Lord in this address given on Tuesday of 

Holy Week, history is moving toward His Second Coming. It will be an even 

of cosmic proportions. It will involve the vindication of His claims upon 

History and the destruction of the kingdoms that men have built.  

Jesus surely taught each follower of his to live with the expectancy that they 

are living in the terminal generation. 

Just suppose we are! What would the Lord want us to do? When you 

summarize all that he says in this chapter you come out with a call for 

readiness.  

But if the age is not terminal, if it does not come to an end in your lifetime, 

you are. All of us are living with mortality. We have a limited time to do 

whatever we are going to do for the Lord. 

I.   THE CERTAINTY OF THE COMING ENCOURAGES 

READINESS. 

1.   He promises to come (v. 26) 

2.   He makes the promise certain (v. 31) 



II.   THE UNCERTAINTY OF THE TIME OF THE COMING 

ENCOURAGES READINESS. 

1.   No one knows the day and hour 

2.   No angel knows the day and hour. 

3.   The Son did not know the day and hour. 

4.   Only the Father knows the day and hour. 

When asked what he would do if he knew the Lord was returning today, 

John Wesley took out his calendar and read through his appointments for the 

day. Then he added, “I would keep these appointments.” Every days 

appointments should reflect the possibility that the Lord will return to day. 

III.   THE NATURE OF THE COMING ENCOURAGES 

READINESS. 

1.   He will inspect us. 

My wife’s family suffered a tragedy when she was still a child. A teenage 

son in the family was a gifted son. He was especially gifted in music. He had 

been to his piano teacher’s house for his weekly lesson, and was returning 

home. He was sightreading the new music that his teacher had given to him, 

and was so absorbed in it that he did not hear the approaching train, and 

walked right out in front of the train and was instantly killed.  



It is so easy to become pre-occupied with the things of this world that we 

forget of our accountability to the Lord. There will be consequences if we 

are not ready when he comes. 

2.   He will inspect our work. 

His parable calls us for to have our work ready. If you have  been assigned a 

post, you should  be awake. 

If you have been assigned a task, it should be done. 

The county health department in our town make regular inspections of the 

restaurants in town. If you are going to provide foodservice in our town, you 

better do you work in such a way that you will not be ashamed for the food 

inspector to walk in the front door. 

Unfortunately for the restaurants in our town, the NBC station in town sends 

a reporter to follow the inspector, and then they feature his report on the 

evening news.  

My wife had a favorite hamburger place in town, one of a national chain. 

She particularly enjoyed the chocolate chip cookies that they sold. She 

would almost always have one when we ate there. But this all changed when 

the food inspector found mice droppings on the shelf with the chocolate chip 

cookies. Not only did she not want any cookies in that restaurant, neither did 

she want their hamburgers.  



Is you work for the Lord inspection-ready? 

Bruce Barton was a cub reporter for the local newspaper in Philadelphia and 

was sent by his editor to interview the famous Christian philanthropist and 

business man Russell Conwell. He was especially to ask him how he felt 

about his life as he approached the end. 

When the young reporter finally got up his courage to ask the important 

question, Conwell answered him with a story. 

“When I was about 12 my father said to me, ‘Russell I must go into town 

tomorrow, but I have some chores that I want you to do. Some of the cows 

have broken out of the pasture, I want you to find them, put them back into 

the pasture, and the repair the fence. The bottom field over by the river 

needs to  be plowed, so I would like for you to plow that field. Also, Son, the 

wagon needs to be greased. We will have to go to the mill with some grain 

day after tomorrow so the wagon must be ready.’” 

“The next morning I got up early and started on the assignment that the Lord 

had given to me. I found the cows, corralled them back into the pasture, and 

repaired the fence. I plowed the field that my father had indicated. I was just 

finishing the greasing of the wagon when I heard his return. Man, was I ever 

tired. But I had finished my assignment.” 



When my father arrived, he asked me about my day, and I gave my report. 

When I told him that all the work was done, he stood beside me, put an arm 

around my shoulder, and said, “Russell, that’s a good days work.” And he 

said it with pride.  

Bruce, when I stand before my Lord, I am expecting him to say to me, “Son, 

you have done a good days work.” 

  


