
LET THE LITTLE CHILDREN COME TO ME 

MARK 10:13-16 

Introduction: 

It is not a good time to be a child! Dare we look at our world from a little 

child’s perspective for a moment? Think about how many children in our 

world will go to bed wrapped in fear tonight—fear of the war that is going 

on around them, fear of the violence that is a part of their world. Think about 

how many children will try to sleep tonight while their stomach aches with 

hunger. They have not had a decent meal for months, if ever. Their young 

bodies are stunted because of a lack of nutrition. Think about how many 

children lack a stable family—they are basically unwanted and emotionally 

starved.  

Transfer the words of Jesus found in our text into our world. Interestingly 

Mark locates this incident and the response of Jesus right after the questions 

about marriage and divorce. I suspect the Holy Spirit wanted us to think 

about how marriage and divorce affect children when He led Mark to place 

these two things side by side.  

We find the most memorable statement of Jesus about children in our text. 

He declared to the crowd and his blundering disciples, "But when Jesus saw 

it, He was greatly displeased and said to them, “Let the little children come 



to Me, and do not forbid them; for of such is the kingdom of God." (Mark 

10:14, NKJV)  

I.   THE EXALTATION OF THE CHILD BY JESUS. 

1.   Jesus confronted the culture. 

Jewish parents generally had a more positive attitude toward children than 

the pagan culture. In the Greek-Roman world children were expendable. 

Many little girl-babies were abandoned at birth because they were not 

wanted. Sometimes little boy-babies would be abandoned as well, if they 

created an inconvenience or too much expense for the father.  

The disciples of Jesus were more in tune with the attitude of the culture than 

they were the attitude of Jesus. They saw the parents and their children as a 

hindrance to more important things.  

2.   Jesus valued the child. 

Jesus saw the sanctity of each life. He saw the value of each of life. Another 

incident in the life of Jesus emphasizes the value He placed on each life. 

You will remember the words of warning that He spoke--" At that time the 

disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who then is greatest in the kingdom of 

heaven?” Then Jesus called a little child to Him, set him in the midst of 

them, and said, “Assuredly, I say to you, unless you are converted and 

become as little children, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven. 



Therefore whoever humbles himself as this little child is the greatest in the 

kingdom of heaven. Whoever receives one little child like this in My name 

receives Me. “Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in Me to 

sin, it would be better for him if a millstone were hung around his neck, and 

he were drowned in the depth of the sea. Woe to the world because of 

offenses! For offenses must come, but woe to that man by whom the offense 

comes! “If your hand or foot causes you to sin, cut it off and cast it from 

you. It is better for you to enter into life lame or maimed, rather than having 

two hands or two feet, to be cast into the everlasting fire. And if your eye 

causes you to sin, pluck it out and cast it from you. It is better for you to 

enter into life with one eye, rather than having two eyes, to be cast into hell 

fire. “Take heed that you do not despise one of these little ones, for I say to 

you that in heaven their angels always see the face of My Father who is in 

heaven." (Matthew 18:1-10, NKJV)  

   

 

II.   THE EXPOSITON OF THE CHILD BY JESUS.  

1.   Exegesis 

Jesus used the little children to open the heart of His followers to the nature 

of the kingdom of God. What is important in the kingdom of God is the 



attitude of the child. The attitude of the child is that of complete dependence 

on another.  

2.   Illustration 

The context provides us an illustration of this. The rich young man who 

came to Jesus lacked such an attitude. He thought that he could handle his 

situation and gain entrance into the kingdom if only Jesus would tell him 

what to do. He had money and he had position so he could make things 

happen. When Jesus asked him to get rid of the things in which he trusted, 

and to receive the kingdom as a grace-gift, he went away sorrowful—for he 

was rich.  

Do we realize that our money and our positions are more a hindrance to the 

kingdom than a help? Do we realize that our complete reliance upon Jesus 

and our willingness to receive saving and sustaining grace as a gift is what is 

important in the kingdom? 

3.   Application 

If we are not careful our assets become liabilities in the kingdom of God. We 

must learn from the child what God wants. He wants a people who look to 

Him for everything like a child looks to its parents for everything. 

III.   THE EMBRACING OF THE CHILD BY JESUS.  

1.   An attitude. 



"And He took them up in His arms, laid His hands on them, and blessed 
them." (Mark 10:16, NKJV)  
 
I remember an old story I heard in my youth about a youngster in Chicago 

who attended Sunday School at D. L. Moody’s church. He walked a long 

way to the Sunday School, and in the process passed several churches. 

Someone asked him why he walked so far when so many churches were 

closer. His response was simple, “They love me over there.” The love he 

found made the walk worthwhile.  

A young youth minister in a church I was with recently loved children, but 

he did not know how to express it. At the children’s event as a part of the 

revival, he saw his job to control them. He threatened them, he rebuked 

them—I think in the end what he conveyed to them was the most important 

thing about church is to sit still and be quiet. Nothing is harder than to sit 

still and be quiet when you are a child. Interestingly when I stood up to 

speak to them,  and began to ask them so questions, and involve them in 

what the Bible says about God, they sat still and were quiet  until I had 

finished, and then seven of them  prayed to receive Christ as their Savior.  

 
2.   An action.  

Look at the verbs of action—took them in his arms—laid His hands on 

them—and blessed them.  



How would we do this? Build a new children’s building? Buy some new 

equipment for our playground? Build a new gym so they will have a place to 

pray? A lot of agencies in the community can do those kind of things. 

What about loving them for Jesus’ sake? What about teaching them the 

stories of His love for them? What about valuing them like He did?  


