
Week 10: Loosening the Bonds of Injustice

This week we heard from Leilani Miller about how the prophet Isaiah’s call to covenant faithfulness in
Isaiah 58 inspired her to begin building the foundations of what would become Millennia Ministries in
Everett.

1. What stood out to you most about Leilani’s message?

2. For our group discussion this week, watch The Bible Project’s Advent video on Peace (a prominent
theme in Isaiah), available free online at: https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/shalom-peace/.
(No worries if you’re unable to access the video, you can still have a great discussion on the
theme using the following discussion questions provided by The Bible Project).

3. The prophet Isaiah looked forward to the arrival of a future king who would make a covenant of
shalom (peace, well-being) with his people. This king would set the world right and heal all that has
been harmed. Read Isaiah 9:6-7 aloud together. What specific words or phrases stand out to you
as you observe this passage and why?

4. The prophet Isaiah looked forward to the arrival of the Prince of Peace, whose reign would lead to
eternal shalom. Jesus’ arrival fulfilled Isaiah’s words. Read and reflect on Luke 2:9-15 as a group.
Why do you think God announced the King’s arrival to no-name shepherds? What does this tell you
about the nature of God and his Kingdom?

5. The biblical story shows how humanity often chooses a way of life apart from God and suffers as a
result. According to Colossians 1:19-23, what did God want to do to remedy this pain, and how did
he accomplish his desire through Jesus?

6. Jesus offers his peace to all people as a gift. Read Ephesians 2:11-16. How did Jesus make peace
between two sharply divided people groups (Jews and Gentiles), and why did he do it (see Eph.
2:16)?

7. Now, let’s carefully read Ephesians 4:1-3. How can humility, gentleness, patience, and love help
maintain the unity Jesus calls his followers to? What happens to unity when one of these virtues is
missing?

Credit: Bible study questions reproduced here as they appear online at https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/shalom-peace/

https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/shalom-peace/


Isaiah 9:6-7 (TNIV)
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will
be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 Of the increase of his
government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom,
establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever. The zeal of
the Lord Almighty will accomplish this.

Luke 2:9-15 (TNIV)
9An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were
terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be
for all the people. 11Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the
Lord. 12This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”

13Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying,

14“Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”

15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go
to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.”

Colossians 1:19-23 (TNIV)
19For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, 20and through him to reconcile to himself all
things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the
cross.

21Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because of your evil behavior.
22But now he has reconciled you by Christ’s physical body through death to present you holy in his
sight, without blemish and free from accusation— 23if you continue in your faith, established and firm,
and do not move from the hope held out in the gospel.

Ephesians 2:11-16 (TNIV)
11Therefore, remember that formerly you who are Gentiles by birth and called “uncircumcised” by

those who call themselves “the circumcision” (which is done in the body by human hands)—
12remember that at that time you were separate from Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel and
foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without hope and without God in the world. 13But now in
Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near by the blood of Christ.

14For he himself is our peace, who has made the two one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing
wall of hostility, 15by setting aside in his flesh the law with its commands and regulations. His purpose
was to create in himself one new humanity out of the two, thus making peace, 16and in one body to
reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which he put to death their hostility.

Ephesians 4:1-3 (TNIV)
As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received. 2Be
completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. 3Make every effort to keep
the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.


