
Week 2: Pack Your Bags

1. Pack Up and Go is a travel company that plans your vacation for you with an interesting
caveat: they don’t tell you where you’re going (all you get is a weather forecast for your
destination the day before you leave). Does that sort of vacation appeal to you? Why or why
not?

2. Read Genesis 12:1-9. Why do you think God didn’t tell Abram up front where he would be
going? Why do you think God didn’t extend the invitation to the entire family; Abram’s father
and brothers included? In what ways is this very first experience between God and Abram
representative of everyone’s experience with God throughout history?

3. What specific promises are made to Abram in this passage? Why is it significant that the Lord
gave these promises without conditions?

4. God promises to make Abram’s name great. In the preceding chapters of Genesis, the
subject of a “great name” has come up with negative connotations. The people destroyed in
the Flood were noted in (Gen. 6:4) as “men of renown” (literally, “men of a name”). The
people of Babel were destroyed for trying to make a name for themselves (Gen. 11:4).
According to God’s promise in (Gen. 12:2), how was Abram going to be different?

5. The text mentions that while Abram pitched tents, he built altars. That which he was building
for himself was transient (tent). That which he was building for God was permanent (altars).
When Abram died, the only architecture that remained from his life were altars. In what ways
do you struggle holding tightly to the things of God and lightly to the things of this earth?
Would you say that you are pitching what’s temporary and building what’s eternal?

6. Where do you see Jesus in the story of the call of Abram?



Genesis 12:1-9 (NRSV)

Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to
the land that I will show you. 2 I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make
your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, and the one
who curses you I will curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”

4 So Abram went, as the Lord had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years
old when he departed from Haran. 5 Abram took his wife Sarai and his brother’s son Lot, and all
the possessions that they had gathered, and the persons whom they had acquired in Haran; and
they set forth to go to the land of Canaan.

When they had come to the land of Canaan, 6 Abram passed through the land to the place at
Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. At that time the Canaanites were in the land. 7 Then the Lord
appeared to Abram, and said, “To your offspring I will give this land.” So he built there an altar to
the Lord, who had appeared to him. 8 From there he moved on to the hill country on the east of
Bethel, and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east; and there he built an
altar to the Lord and invoked the name of the Lord. 9 And Abram journeyed on by stages toward
the Negeb.


