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“The radicalness of the gospel message 
is that Jesus is in solidarity with the very 

least of humanity.” 

- Miguel A. De La Torre



Social Justice: A general category of the concept of Justice applied to human 
existence.  Social justice focuses on the common good of the community and 
concerns such areas as:

• The fair and equal distribution of goods and benefits.

• Respect for the rights of others.

• The correction of past unjust distributions (Remedial Justice).

• The restoration of a right that has been violated or making recompense for that 
violation (Retributive Justice).
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Justice:

• טָּפְׁשִמ mishpat - Divinely righteous action, whether taken by humanity or God, 
that promotes equality among humanity.  Rooted in the legal code.

• -tsedeq קֶדֶ֫צ Rightness, righteousness; what is right, just, normal; rightness, 
justness, of weights and measures, etc.

• δικαιοσύνη (dikaiosynē) Righteousness, what is right, justice, be put right with, 
be in a right relationship with,  religious observances, act of righteousness, 
charity, alms, gifts of mercy.
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Justice:

• A virtue characterized by the rendering of what is due or merited, fairness, and 
impartiality. 

• The Christian understanding of justice finds its basis in divine justice. Rather than 
showing favoritism, God treats all persons fairly and impartially. 

Divine Justice:

• Divine justice means that God cares for all persons, including the unrighteous. 
(Mt 5:45).

• Divine justice also includes God’s  intent in offering salvation for all, regardless of 
ethnicity or other human distinctions.

(Acts 10:34–35; Gal 3:28–29)
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Divine Justice:

• Divine justice also entails compassion, especially for the less fortunate.
(Ps 146:7–8)

• In the tradition of Christian ethics, justice came to be viewed as a virtue that flows 
from and is tempered by faith, hope, and love. 

Social Justice



“So God created man in his own image,
in the image of God he created him;
male and female he created them.”

- Genesis 1:27

“When God created man, he made him in the likeness of God. Male and female he 
created them, and he blessed them and named them Man when they were created.”

- Genesis 5:1b-2
“Whoever sheds the blood of man,

by man shall his blood be shed,
for God made man in his own image.”

- Genesis 9:6



“For the Lord your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great, the 
mighty, and the awesome God, who is not partial and takes no bribe. 

He executes justice for the fatherless and the widow, and loves the 
sojourner, giving him food and clothing. Love the sojourner, therefore, 

for you were sojourners in the land of Egypt.”

- Deuteronomy 10:17-19



“When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not reap your field 
right up to its edge, neither shall you gather the gleanings after your 
harvest. And you shall not strip your vineyard bare, neither shall you 

gather the fallen grapes of your vineyard. You shall leave them for the 
poor and for the sojourner: I am the Lord your God.”

- Leviticus 19:9-10



“You shall not oppress your neighbor or rob him. The wages of a hired worker shall 
not remain with you all night until the morning. You shall not curse the deaf or put a 

stumbling block before the blind, but you shall fear your God: I am the Lord.
“You shall do no injustice in court. You shall not be partial to the poor or defer to the 

great, but in righteousness shall you judge your neighbor. You shall not go around as 
a slanderer among your people, and you shall not stand up against the life of your 

neighbor: I am the Lord.

“You shall not hate your brother in your heart, but you shall reason frankly with your 
neighbor, lest you incur sin because of him. You shall not take vengeance or bear a 
grudge against the sons of your own people, but you shall love your neighbor as 

yourself: I am the Lord.

- Leviticus 19:13-18



“Open your mouth for the mute,
for the rights of all who are destitute.

Open your mouth, judge righteously,
defend the rights of the poor and needy.”

- Proverbs 31:8-9



“Jesus, aware of this, withdrew from there. And many followed him, and he healed them 
all and ordered them not to make him known. This was to fulfill what was spoken by the 
prophet Isaiah:

“Behold, my servant whom I have chosen,
my beloved with whom my soul is well pleased.
I will put my Spirit upon him,
and he will proclaim justice to the Gentiles.

He will not quarrel or cry aloud,
nor will anyone hear his voice in the streets;
a bruised reed he will not break,
and a smoldering wick he will not quench,
until he brings justice to victory;
and in his name the Gentiles will hope.”

- Matthew 12:15-21



“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint 
and dill and cumin, and have neglected the weightier matters of 
the law: justice and mercy and faithfulness. These you ought to 

have done, without neglecting the others. You blind guides, 
straining out a gnat and swallowing a camel!

- Matthew 23:23-24



“Justice" is a felt need in our world today and 
a controversial topic. But what is justice, 
exactly, and who gets to define it? 

This video explore the biblical theme of 
Justice and discover how it's deeply rooted in 
the story-line of the Bible that leads to Jesus.



4 For thus says the Lord to the house of Israel:
“Seek me and live;
5 but do not seek Bethel,

and do not enter into Gilgal
or cross over to Beersheba;
for Gilgal shall surely go into exile,
and Bethel shall come to nothing.”

6 Seek the Lord and live,
lest he break out like fire in the house of Joseph,
and it devour, with none to quench it for Bethel,

7 O you who turn justice to wormwood
and cast down righteousness to the earth!

8 He who made the Pleiades and Orion,
and turns deep darkness into the morning
and darkens the day into night,
who calls for the waters of the sea
and pours them out on the surface of the earth,
the Lord is his name;

Amos 5:4-15
9 who makes destruction flash forth against the

strong,
so that destruction comes upon the fortress.

10 They hate him who reproves in the gate,
and they abhor him who speaks the truth.

11 Therefore because you trample on the poor
and you exact taxes of grain from him,
you have built houses of hewn stone,
but you shall not dwell in them;
you have planted pleasant vineyards,
but you shall not drink their wine.

12 For I know how many are your transgressions
and how great are your sins—
you who afflict the righteous, who take a bribe,
and turn aside the needy in the gate.

13 Therefore he who is prudent will keep silent in 
such a time,
for it is an evil time.



14 Seek good, and not evil,
that you may live;
and so the Lord, the God of hosts, will be with you,
as you have said.

15 Hate evil, and love good,
and establish justice in the gate;
it may be that the Lord, the God of hosts,
will be gracious to the remnant of Joseph.

Amos 5:4-15



• Bethel, Gilgal and Beersheba were centers of idolatry during the time of Amos. What do verses 4–6 reveal 
about the consequences of idolatry?

• How can idolatry—both ancient and modern—lead to injustice and unrighteousness (v. 7)?

• How would the Lord’s description of himself (vv. 8–9) cause Israel to fear his judgment?

• What forms did injustice and oppression take in Israel (vv. 10–13)?

In what specific ways are they manifested in our society?

• How do the exhortations “Seek me” (v. 4), “Seek the Lord” (v. 6) and “Seek good” (v. 14) provide the remedy for 
idolatry and injustice?

Amos 5:4-15



6 “Woe to those who are at ease in Zion,
and to those who feel secure on the mountain of
Samaria,
the notable men of the first of the nations,
to whom the house of Israel comes!

2 Pass over to Calneh, and see,
and from there go to Hamath the great;
then go down to Gath of the Philistines.
Are you better than these kingdoms?
Or is their territory greater than your territory,

3 O you who put far away the day of disaster
and bring near the seat of violence?

4 “Woe to those who lie on beds of ivory
and stretch themselves out on their couches,
and eat lambs from the flock
and calves from the midst of the stall,

Amos 6:1-7
5 who sing idle songs to the sound of the harp

and like David invent for themselves instruments of
music,

6 who drink wine in bowls
and anoint themselves with the finest oils,
but are not grieved over the ruin of Joseph!

7 Therefore they shall now be the first of those who 
go into exile,
and the revelry of those who stretch themselves out   
shall pass away.”



• Contemporary Christianity has been described as “privately engaging but socially irrelevant.” Do you agree or 
disagree with this statement?

• How might leisure, luxury and prestige lead to the sins described in 6:1–7?

In what ways are you guilty of similar sins?

Amos 6:1-7
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