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“The glory of God, and, as our only 
means of glorifying Him, the salvation of 

souls, is the real business of life.”

- C.S. Lewis



What is life about?
What is it for?

Why do I exist?
Why am I here?

God created us for his glory
Bring my sons from afar and my daughters from the ends of the earth—

everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for my glory. 
-Isaiah 43:6-7



Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old 
has passed away; behold, the new has come. All this is from 
God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave 
us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was 
reconciling the world to himself, not counting their 
trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message 
of reconciliation. Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, 
God making his appeal through us. We implore you on 
behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.

- 2 Corinthians 5:17-20
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“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have 
commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the 
end of the age.”

-Matthew 28:18-20



• Being saved (salvation): Being delivered from the penalty and punishment of death that 
results from sin and delivered to an abundant life on earth and eternal life in heaven. 
(Evangelism Is… by Earley & Wheeler)

• Evangelism is helping another person experience salvation from sin and death and 
deliverance to life with God. 

o Lost people can have… and need a relationship with God.

o Lost people lack righteousness before God. 

o Everyone misses God’s ”mark” of righteousness and falls short of God’s holiness.

o Jesus bridges the gap between our sin and short falls and God’s righteousness by 
taking our sin upon himself.

• Evangelism is an opportunity for us to introduce these ideas to people and invite them to 
realize that while they may miss God’s mark, Jesus hasn’t, and he offers his righteousness.

Evangelism



• Evangelism: εὐαγγελος (ἀγγέλλω) Bringing good news. Bearer of a good message. 
εὐαγγέλιον, reward of good tidings, given to the messenger

• Euangelion is most frequently translated “gospel,” (From old English “godspel”)  
denoting the content of the good news. But it can also be a noun of action, 
describing the activity of telling that news.

Evangelism



FOUR STEPS TO SALVATION
1. CURIOUS: Being curious about who Jesus is and what Jesus did and can do for you.

2. CONVICTED: Being convicted by the Holy Spirit of your sin and the resulting judgment. 
A person must know they are separated from God because of sin and faithlessness.

3. CONVINCED: Being convinced that Jesus is the sinless Son of God and that salvation 
comes only through him. 

A person must recognize their need for a Savior and feel the impulse to draw close to Christ.

4. CONVERTED: Being turned around through active faith in Jesus Christ’s death and 
resurrection that leads one to turn from a lifestyle of sinfulness and turn to God for 
salvation.

A person must feel the urge to repent and put their faith in Jesus Christ as Lord of their lives.

Evangelism



EVANGELISM
Stage 1: Peace with God 
for yourself and peace with 
others.

Stage 2: Survey your 
relationships.

Stage 3: Work with God 
through prayer.

Stage 4: Build relationship 
bridges.

Stage 5: Show God’s love 
by meeting needs.



EVANGELISM
Stage 6: Make disciples 
and help them grow.

Stage 7: Begin again.



EVANGELISM
Share what you know!

God’s work in you… 

Your testimony is the best 
place to start.



16 Now while Paul was waiting for them at Athens, his spirit was provoked within 
him as he saw that the city was full of idols. 17 So he reasoned in the synagogue 
with the Jews and the devout persons, and in the marketplace every day with those 
who happened to be there. 18 Some of the Epicurean and Stoic philosophers also 
conversed with him. And some said, “What does this babbler wish to say?” Others 
said, “He seems to be a preacher of foreign divinities”—because he was preaching 
Jesus and the resurrection. 19 And they took him and brought him to the 
Areopagus, saying, “May we know what this new teaching is that you are 
presenting? 20 For you bring some strange things to our ears. We wish to know 
therefore what these things mean.” 21 Now all the Athenians and the foreigners who 
lived there would spend their time in nothing except telling or hearing something 
new.

Acts 17:16-34



Paul Addresses the Areopagus
22 So Paul, standing in the midst of the Areopagus, said: “Men of Athens, I perceive 
that in every way you are very religious. 23 For as I passed along and observed the 
objects of your worship, I found also an altar with this inscription: ‘To the unknown 
god.’ What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. 24 The God 
who made the world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not 
live in temples made by man, 25 nor is he served by human hands, as though he 
needed anything, since he himself gives to all mankind life and breath and 
everything. 26 And he made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all 
the face of the earth, having determined allotted periods and the boundaries of 
their dwelling place, 27 that they should seek God, and perhaps feel their way 
toward him and find him. Yet he is actually not far from each one of us, 28 for…

Acts 17:16-34



“ ‘In him we live and move and have our being’;
as even some of your own poets have said,
“ ‘For we are indeed his offspring.’

29 Being then God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the divine being is like 
gold or silver or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of man. 30 The 
times of ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all people everywhere 
to repent, 31 because he has fixed a day on which he will judge the world in 
righteousness by a man whom he has appointed; and of this he has given 
assurance to all by raising him from the dead.”
32 Now when they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some mocked. But others 
said, “We will hear you again about this.” 33 So Paul went out from their midst. 34 But 
some men joined him and believed, among whom also were Dionysius the 
Areopagite and a woman named Damaris and others with them.

Acts 17:16-34



• If there was a synagogue in a city, Paul’s custom was to go there first (v. 2). If there 
wasn’t a synagogue, he would normally go to the marketplace or town square. 
Why would this have been an effective strategy (vv. 1–4)?

• Where could we go today to find people with religious interests?

• As was the case with Paul, why might moral people who consider themselves 
“basically good” have such difficulty accepting the message of the gospel?

Acts 17:16-34



• In Thessalonica and Berea, Paul “reasoned with them from the Scriptures.” In 
Athens he did not. When is it most effective to use the Bible as the basis for our 
evangelism?

• In Athens Paul not only preached in the synagogue but also in the marketplace 
(v. 17). Using your imagination and the information in verses 17–21, describe the 
people, sights and sounds of the marketplace.

• Why would it be a logical place for Paul to go?

• Where are the gathering places “pagans” go to today?

Acts 17:16-34



• Study Paul’s presentation of the gospel (vv. 22–31). How does he adapt his 
presentation to the interests and background of his audience?

• How might we follow his example today without distorting the essential message 
of the gospel?

• Bearing in mind that Paul’s situations in this passage may differ considerably from 
your own, what is one opportunity God may be opening for you to share the 
gospel?

Acts 17:16-34
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