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“A vast difference exists between the study of
scripture and the devotional reading of
scripture. In the study of scripture a high
priority is placed on interpretation: what it
means. In the devotional reading of scripture
a high priority is placed upon application:
what it means for me.”

- Richard Foster



• Study is analytical.  Meditation is devotional.

• Meditation allows us to relish in words and phrases.  Study examines the words 
usage, meaning, grammar, and synonym/antonyms.

• Study and meditation overlap, but they constitute two distinct experiences. 

• Study provides a certain objective framework within which meditation can 
successfully function.  (Celebration of Discipline by Richard Foaster)
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For Ezra had devoted himself to the study and observance of the Law of the Lord, 
and to teaching its decrees and laws in Israel.

-Ezra 7:10
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10 I seek you with all my heart;
do not let me stray from your commands.

11 I have hidden your word in my heart
that I might not sin against you.

12 Praise be to you, Lord;
teach me your decrees.

13 With my lips I recount
all the laws that come from your mouth.

14 I rejoice in following your statutes
as one rejoices in great riches.

15 I meditate on your precepts
and consider your ways.

16 I delight in your decrees;
I will not neglect your word.

- Psalm 119: 10-16
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Four Steps in Approaching Bible Study:

1. REPETITION – Channel your mind in a specific direction through the repeated 
reading of scripture (passage, book, verse(s)).

2. CONCENTRATION – Centering your mind, focusing on what you are studying. 
A singleness of purpose and intention to study.

3. COMPREHENSION – Strive to understand what is being said in the passage 
you are studying… through meditation, research, prayer, etc. ( READ John 
8:31).

4. REFLECTION – Think about what you have studied and determine the 
significance of what is in the passage(s), the truths and themes that need we 
can apply to our lives.
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“The Bible is the Word of God given in the words of [people] in 
history.”

- George Ladd

• Because the Bible is God’s Word, it has eternal relevance to us.
• God chose to reveal himself in scripture through human language.
• Those human words (with eternal significance) come to us in the 

context of a historical time period, culture, and include linguistic 
idiomatic phrases.
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•Our first task in study is to carefully and systematically investigate 
scripture in order to discover the original, intended meaning for the 
original audience.  

(Exegesis = critical explanation or interpretation of a text)

SETTING ASIDE PRE-UNDERSTANDING OR PREJUDICE

•Our second task in study is to seek a contemporary relevance of the 
ancient texts.  

(Hermeneutics = the theory and method of interpretation that 
informs the art of understanding communication in a text)
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Questions to Ask When Engaging in Good Hermeneutics:

•What is the context of this scripture passage?

•What is the main theme of this passage?

•Who is this passage written to (external audience)?

•Who is this passage addressed to (internal persons)?  [Acts 17:16-33]

•What is the cultural setting?

•What is the essence of God’s revelation in this passage?

•What is the personal application for me?

Bible Study



Josiah was eight years old when he began to reign, and he reigned thirty-one years in 
Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Jedidah the daughter of Adaiah of Bozkath. 2 And he did 
what was right in the eyes of the Lord and walked in all the way of David his father, and he 
did not turn aside to the right or to the left.

3 In the eighteenth year of King Josiah, the king sent Shaphan the son of Azaliah, son of 
Meshullam, the secretary, to the house of the Lord, saying, 4 “Go up to Hilkiah the high priest, 
that he may count the money that has been brought into the house of the Lord, which the 
keepers of the threshold have collected from the people. 5 And let it be given into the hand 
of the workmen who have the oversight of the house of the Lord, and let them give it to the 
workmen who are at the house of the Lord, repairing the house 6 (that is, to the carpenters, 
and to the builders, and to the masons), and let them use it for buying timber and quarried 
stone to repair the house. 7 But no accounting shall be asked from them for the money that 
is delivered into their hand, for they deal honestly.”

2 Kings 22:1-13 ~ Discovering the Book of the Law



8 And Hilkiah the high priest said to Shaphan the secretary, “I have found the Book of the 
Law in the house of the Lord.” And Hilkiah gave the book to Shaphan, and he read it. 9 And 
Shaphan the secretary came to the king, and reported to the king, “Your servants have 
emptied out the money that was found in the house and have delivered it into the hand of 
the workmen who have the oversight of the house of the Lord.” 10 Then Shaphan the 
secretary told the king, “Hilkiah the priest has given me a book.” And Shaphan read it before 
the king.

11 When the king heard the words of the Book of the Law, he tore his clothes. 12 And the king 
commanded Hilkiah the priest, and Ahikam the son of Shaphan, and Achbor the son of 
Micaiah, and Shaphan the secretary, and Asaiah the king’s servant, saying, 13 “Go, inquire of 
the Lord for me, and for the people, and for all Judah, concerning the words of this book 
that has been found. For great is the wrath of the Lord that is kindled against us, because our 
fathers have not obeyed the words of this book, to do according to all that is written 
concerning us.”

2 Kings 22:1-13 ~ Discovering the Book of the Law



• What do you learn about Josiah from this passage?

• Why does King Josiah send his secretary, Shaphan, to the temple of the Lord 
(22:3–7)?

• Notice the ironic fact that the Book of the Law is found during temple repairs 
(22:8–10). In what ways are we guilty of engaging in a flurry of religious activities 
while neglecting God’s Word?

• How does Josiah respond when he hears the words of the Book of the Law 
(22:11–13)?

2 Kings 22:1-13 ~ Discovering the Book of the Law



• Describe the condition of the temple before Josiah’s reforms (22:4–7).

• What does the condition of the temple reveal about what happens when we 
neglect God’s Word?

• How does Josiah’s commitment to the Scriptures affect the nation of Judah (22:4–
7)?

• How would you compare your attitude and obedience to God’s Word with 
Josiah’s?

• If you had Josiah’s commitment to Scripture, how might your life be different?

2 Kings 22:1-13 ~ Discovering the Book of the Law
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