
“We Serve Beyond Ourselves.” This statement is part of our discipleship strategy at FBC. It means
we believe God wants to use us to bring blessing to others. This week we got a chance to hear
from Ben Breeden, Homeless Response Coordinator for the City of Everett. As a former pastor,
Ben brings a unique perspective to this role; and we’re grateful to have him as an ally as we
“seek the peace of the city” where we live.

1. Have you ever had to move to a new community, state, or country? How did you feel about
the move at the time? How do you feel about it now, looking back?

2. Read Jeremiah 29:1-7. Backstory: In 586 B.C., God delivered the rebellious nation of
Judah (Israel’s southern kingdom) over to the consequences of their actions, and they
were conquered and exiled to Babylon. In exile, they had to work out what it meant to be
the people of God while disconnected from the Jerusalem temple, and navigate life under
the oppression of a cruel regime. Given those circumstances, what strikes you as
noteworthy about God’s instructions to his exiled people (esp. in v. 7)?

3. As Jesus-followers in the USA, our circumstances are far removed from those of the exiles
from Judah. And yet we know we’re called to imitate the faith of our spiritual ancestors
throughout time who lived “like strangers in a foreign country… looking forward to the city
with foundations, whose architect and builder is God” (Hebrews 11:9-10). If we pray and
work for the welfare of the place where we live, how does that help bear witness to the
love of God in our communities?

4. What are some practical ways we can promote the peace and welfare of our city here in
Everett and Snohomish County?

5. What are some things you recall about the conversation with Ben from this weekend? Was
there anything that particularly resonated with you?



Jeremiah 29:1-7 (TNIV)
This is the text of the letter that the prophet Jeremiah sent from Jerusalem to the surviving elders
among the exiles and to the priests, the prophets and all the other people Nebuchadnezzar had
carried into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon. 2(This was after King Jehoiachin and the queen
mother, the court officials and the leaders of Judah and Jerusalem, the artisans and the other
skilled workers had gone into exile from Jerusalem.) 3He entrusted the letter to Elasah son of
Shaphan and to Gemariah son of Hilkiah, whom Zedekiah king of Judah sent to King
Nebuchadnezzar in Babylon. It said:

4This is what the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says to all those I carried into exile from
Jerusalem to Babylon: 5“Build houses and settle down; plant gardens and eat what they produce.
6Marry and have sons and daughters; find wives for your sons and give your daughters in
marriage, so that they too may have sons and daughters. Increase in number there; do not
decrease. 7Also, seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which I have carried you into exile.
Pray to the LORD for it, because if it prospers, you too will prosper.”


