
 

Dumb Thing #1: 

 

“Everything happens for a reason…” 
 

Where it comes from: 

 

And we know that all things work together for good to them that 
love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.  

Romans 8:28 (KJV) 
What people do with that: 

 

• EVERYTHING works out IN THE END. 

 

 

• GOD is CAUSING all things to happen. 

 

 

 
Dangerous thinking: 

 

• There are no CONSEQUENCES. 

Well then, should we keep on sinning so that God can show us more and 
more of his wonderful grace? Of course not! Since we have died to sin, 
how can we continue to live in it?             Romans 6:1-2 (NLT) 

 

 

 

• GOD  is the cause of my PAIN. 

“Who told you that you were naked?” the Lord God asked. “Have you 
eaten from the tree whose fruit I commanded you not to eat?” The man 
replied, “It was the woman you gave me who gave me the fruit, and I ate 
it.”              Genesis 3:11-12 (NLT) 
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Lifegroup questions for June 9 

 

OPEN 

1. What’s your favorite Urban Legend? A story you heard and thought was 
true, but turned out to be false.  

 

2. Read Romans 8:28 aloud 

 

 

DISCUSS 

1. What damage can happen when you only read part of a passage instead of the 

whole thing? Can you see how this verse has been taken out of context? 

2. What difference does it make to think “God causes all things” rather than 

“God works in all things?” How does it help us to know God is “in it with us” 

rather than “doing it to us?” 

3. Pastor Bill said, “Every promise has a premise.” What are the parts we are 

responsible for (premise) in the promise of Romans 8:28?  

4.  How do we show God we love Him? (John 14:15) When Jesus says that, how 

does that land on you? Is loving God something we just talk about, or is it more 

active than that?  

5. How does your group help you to show God you love Him through obedience? 

What are areas you want to work on going forward? 

 

 

APPLY 

1. Brainstorm ways how you as a group can remind each other of the truth of 

God’s presence in your lives. 

2. Talk about how you might respond in love to someone who says this false 

belief to you. How can you gently correct rather than argue or blast someone 

who says something that’s “almost” true? 

 

TAKE AWAY: Smart People obey God and hold on to the hope of His love. 

 

 

 

A clearer translation: 

 

And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love 
him, who have been called according to his purpose.  

Romans 8:28 (NIV) 

 
Getting clarity: 

 

1. God doesn’t CAUSE all things. He works IN all things. 

 

2.  Every PROMISE has a PREMISE. 

 

• those who love him,  

 

Jesus: “If you love me, you will obey what I command.”  
John 14:15 (NIV) 

 

 

• who have been called according to his purpose 

 

He called you to salvation when we told you the Good News; now you 
can share in the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

2 Thessalonians 2:14 (NLT) 

 

 
Smart thinking: 

 

Whatever happens, OBEY GOD, and know He’s WITH YOU. 

 

And I am convinced that nothing can ever separate us from God’s love. 
Neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither our fears for 
today nor our worries about tomorrow—not even the powers of hell can 
separate us from God’s love. No power in the sky above or in the earth 
below—indeed, nothing in all creation will ever be able to separate us 
from the love of God that is revealed in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

Romans 8:38-39 (NLT) 
 

 

 

Smart people obey God and hold on to the hope of His love  


