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Forecaster
Trunk or Treat
This is a huge outreach event
for the congregation.
On Saturday, October 27, from 6-7:30
PM in the parking lot and Fellowship
Hall, trick-or-treaters will walk from
car to parked car whose trunks have
been opened and decorated. This
year’s event will provide crafts,
games, and activities for all ages in
Fellowship Hall, including a face
painter and balloon artist.
Trunk or Treat is a great way to meet
our neighbors and do something
special for our community. This
service to our community is all about
grace. There’s no pressure,
preaching, or pocketbooks. Of
course, we’ll offer a simple invitation
to connect in some way to Salem.
The most important thing, however,
is that the people of Salem are
present to engage our guests and
build relationships.

•Calendar
•Worship Series —
When Life Hurts:
The Story of Job
•Church Work Day

Last year we estimated between 300400 participants. Will you help make
this year’s event even better? Contact
the Outreach Team leader, Debbie
Klatt, at (816) 668-6101 (cell),
(319) 693-4866 (home), or
debbienkc@yahoo.com. Or sign up to
help at the Trunk or Treat display in
Fellowship Hall. There are so many
ways for you to participate in this
fantastic outreach event:
•Invite your family, neighbors, and
friends
•Donate candy for the event
•Donate supplies for the event
•Decorate a car trunk and provide
candy to our guests
•Work at one of our activity areas
(games, crafts, etc.)
•Serve refreshments
•Set up or tear down the day of the
event.
This is a huge outreach event for
Salem, and it’s a whole lot of fun!
Don’t miss out. Plan now to be a part
of this year’s Trunk or Treat.

•Pastor Appreciation
Month
•Mission Focus:
CROP Hunger Walk
•Church-Wide
Garage Sale
•UMM Swiss Steak
Dinner
•Leadership Board
Report
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Human Sexuality: A Way Forward in The United Methodist Church
Recently, we hosted Bishop Laurie Haller
and the East Central District. 215 people
came to hear about the official proposal
going before the specially-called General
Conference in February 2019 about our
way forward as United Methodists.

John Louk, Pastor

moving toward
a decision
about our future

Currently, The United Methodist Church
declares that all are welcome and all
individuals are of sacred worth but the
practice of homosexuality (so not
homosexual people themselves) is
incompatible with Christian scripture and
tradition. Further, the church prevents
clergy from officiating at same-sex unions,
teaches that marriage is between a man
and a woman, and prohibits the
ordination of self-professed practicing
homosexuals. Not everyone agrees with
this position and want it changed.
Therefore, some have broken our
covenant as an act of defiance or justice
by marrying same-sex persons. Further,
some annual conferences have ordained
LGBT persons.
This debate around human sexuality has
been waged, really, since the first General
Conference in 1972 after the merger
between the Methodist and Evangelical
United Brethren denominations in 1968. It
came to a head in 2016 and the Bishops,
rightly or wrongly, took matters into their
own hands and formed this Commission
and called for this special General
Conference to determine how we will
move forward. We now have an official
answer. While the Commission gave three
plans to the Bishops, they are
recommending one of them in February.
The recommended One Church Plan
neither affirms or condemns LGBT
persons. It would remove language from
our Book of Discipline restricting pastors
and churches from conducting same-sex
weddings and restricting annual
conferences from ordaining self-avowed
practicing homosexual persons. Therefore,
pastors and churches, locally, would
choose whether to perform or host samesex weddings, and each annual conference
would determine who to ordain.
This plan allows different practices in
different places in America and around the
world. It’s based on the belief that we can

be a church with a large enough tent for
people to disagree about homosexuality
and yet remain together in unity and
mission.
This “live and let live” plan, however,
doesn’t satisfy progressives, who say it
doesn’t bar discrimination against LGBT
persons in some parts of the UMC. It
doesn’t satisfy traditionalists, who say it
violates their interpretation of scripture.
For information, the Bishops are also
sending to the General Conference the
other two plans considered but not
recommended. The Traditionalist Model
would affirm the current language about
homosexuality in the Book of Discipline
and seek to strengthen enforcement for
violations of church law. Congregations
and clergy not able to abide by this would
be provided a gracious exit, allowing them
to keep such things as property and
pensions. Interestingly, this is the only plan
that allows for a gracious exit from the
UMC if they don’t agree with the General
Conference decision in February.
The Connectional Conference Model
would create a complex structure of three
overlapping branches, one traditional, one
progressive, and one centrist. Annual
Conferences would choose to join one of
them, but local churches and pastors who
disagree with that choice, would be
allowed to join a different branch.
This is where we stand for now. There will
be changes. The Bishops asked the Judicial
Council (our version of the Supreme Court)
to review the One Church Plan ahead of
time, and some are already arguing that it
is not constitutional and will be rejected.
Further, other unofficial plans have already
been crafted. There will be an attempt to
bring them before the General
Conference, too. And whatever ends up
before the delegates will likely be
amended.
While it’s impossible to know what this
means for Salem yet, it is possible to have
conversations and prayer together. We
can continue welcoming and loving all
people, trusting that God will lead us
forward.
Grace and peace to you,
John Louk
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October 2018
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3

4

5

6

UMW Garage Sale Set Up

UMW Garage Sale Set Up

UMW Garage Sale Set Up 8 AM UMW Garage Sale

8 AM UMW Garage Sale

12 PM Recreation for
Seniors

9:30 AM Prayer Room

10 AM Wednesday
Morning Bible Study

8 AM UM Men’s
Breakfast (Hy-Vee,
3235 Oakland Rd NE)

6 PM Women’s Small
Group

7:30 PM Bell Choir
Rehearsal

13

5:15 PM Staff Meeting

5:15 PM Confirmation
6:15 PM Youth Group
6:30 PM Mom’s Small
Group
7 PM Choir Rehearsal

8:30 AM Foster
Grandparent Program
Meeting
12 PM Mission Team
12:30 PM Options of
Linn County
3:30 PM Salem Servants
Serve Green Square
Meals
7 PM Follow Study Group

7 World Communion
Sunday
9 AM Worship (Modern)
10 AM Fellowship
10:10 AM Sunday School

8

Columbus Day

12 PM Recreation for
Seniors

9

10

11

12

7:30 PM Bell Choir
Rehearsal

10 AM Wednesday
Morning Bible Study

9:30 AM UMW Sarah
Circle Meeting

5:15 PM Confirmation
6:15 PM Youth Group

12:30 PM Options of
Linn County

5 PM Wedding Rehearsal 3 PM Alissa Lefebure
and Morgan Studt
Wedding

6:30 PM Mom’s Small
Group

5:55 PM UMW Rachel
Circle Meeting

7 PM Choir Rehearsal

7 PM Follow Study Group

16

17

18

9:30 AM Prayer Room

10 AM Wednesday
Morning Bible Study

12:30 PM Options of
Linn County

12 PM Golden Links
5:15 PM Confirmation

5 PM UMM Swiss Steak
Dinner

6:15 PM Youth Group

7 PM Follow Study Group

6 PM Women’s Small
Group

10:10 AM Connect
11 AM Worship
(Traditional)

14

15

9 AM Worship (Modern)

Forecaster
articles due to
Church Office

10 AM Fellowship
10:10 AM Sunday School
10:10 AM Connect
11 AM Worship
(Traditional)
12:30 PM Women’s Care
Group

12 PM Recreation for
Seniors

5:15 PM Leadership
Board
7:30 PM Bell Choir
Rehearsal

19

20
9 AM Church Work Day

6:30 PM Mom’s Small
Group

6 PM Women’s Small
Group

7 PM Choir Rehearsal

5 PM Salem Son Seekers

21 Laity Sunday

22

23

24

25

26

27

9 AM Worship (Modern)

7:30 PM Bell Choir
Rehearsal

10 AM Wednesday
Morning Bible Study

12:30 PM Options of
Linn County

5 PM Trunk or Treat
Set Up

6 PM Trunk or Treat

10 AM Fellowship

12 PM Recreation for
Seniors

10 AM Outreach Team
Meeting

6 PM Women’s Small
Group

5:15 PM Confirmation

3:30 PM Salem Servants
Serve Green Square
Meals

6:15 PM Youth Group
6:30 PM Mom’s Small
Group

10:10 AM Sunday School
10:10 AM Connect

7 PM Choir Rehearsal

11 AM Worship
(Traditional)

28

29

30

31

9 AM Worship (Modern)
10 AM Fellowship

12 PM Recreation for
Seniors

12:30 PM Cards and
Fellowship

10 AM Wednesday
Morning Bible Study

10:10 AM Sunday School

7 PM Church Conference

5:15 PM Confirmation

10:10 AM Connect

6:15 PM Youth Group

11 AM Worship
(Traditional)

6:30 PM Mom’s Small
Group

5 PM Salem Son Seekers

7 PM Follow Study Group

Salem Office hours:
Monday—Thursday
9 AM to 4 PM
(closed holidays)
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Worship Series—When Life Hurts: The Story of Job
In October we begin a new series on the story of Job, When Life Hurts. In the wake of
the destruction of the temple and the exile of the Jews, Job’s story offers a parable
about innocent suffering, ultimate grace, and hope that speaks to us today in our own
lives and the pain, loss, and suffering we experience.
This is an exciting time not only to re-engage in weekly worship but to invite someone
you know to come and see what’s going on with Salem. We will receive Holy
Communion on October 7, World Communion Sunday. Christians from all over the
world will gather at the Lord’s table together. The liturgical color for this season is
green, symbolizing growth in Christ. Come and worship!
Oct 7

When Life Hurts (World Communion Sunday)
Job 1:1; 2:1-10
There Once Was a Man Named Job
Psalm 26
Plea for Justice
Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12 God Has Spoken by His Son
Mark 9:33-50; 10:13-16 Jesus Teaches on Temptation
Holy Communion

Oct 14 When Life Hurts
Job 23:1-9, 16-17
Psalm 22:1-15
Hebrews 4:12-16
Mark 10:17-31

Job’s Bitter Complaint
Plea for Deliverance from Justice
The Word of God Is Living and Active
The Rich Man

Oct 21 When Life Hurts (Laity Sunday)
Job 38:1-7 (34-41)
The Lord Answers Job
Psalm 104:1-9, 24, 35c God the Creator and Provider
Hebrews 5:1-10
Jesus the Great High Priest
Mark 10:35-45
The Request of James and John
Holy Communion
Oct 28 When Life Hurts
Job 42:1-6, 10-17
Psalm 34:1-8 (19-22)
Hebrews 7:23-28
Mark 10:46-52

Job Is Humbled and Restored
Praise for Deliverance from Trouble
A Permanent High Priest
The Healing of Blind Bartimaeus

Come and Worship!
Sundays
9 AM—Modern
11 AM—Traditional
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October Birthdays and Anniversaries
Birthdays:
1 Sandy Adreasen
2 Jill Tunis
2 Carter Schooley
2 Catelyn Schooley
3 Raul Salazar
5 Roberta Carver
5 Dave Higdon
5 Cheryl Davis
8 Kristin Jacobus
11 Judy Sisco
11 Roy Livermore
13 Pat Carson
13 Dave Fritz
16 Harold Wischmeyer
18 Ronda Johnson
18 Brooks Whitaker
19 Christine Rand
20 Dolores Cross
20 Joni Salazar
20 Melissa Cashen
21 Bob Jayne
22 Rick Dusil
26 Gary Sweet
26 Nan Livingston
27 Carolyn Jarvis
27 Ardie Junge
28 Mary Stransky
29 Barb Harrison
31 Teresa Janda

Church Work Day
It is that time of year again for Fall
clean-up! We always need lots of
hands to accomplish everything on
our list which includes outdoor as well
as indoor tasks. Please set aside
Saturday, October 20, from 9 AM—
3 PM, to join us to help beautify our
grounds and our building. Thank you
in advance for being willing servants.
Please contact Billie Shaffer at (319)
360-2031 or btessend@hotmail.com
to let us know you are willing and able
to assist for an hour or a few that day.
All help is welcome!

Anniversaries:
4 Deb & Rick Black
9 Sharon & Louis Busch
23 Cynthia & Greg Johnson
24 Mary & Max Stransky
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OCTOBER IS PASTOR APPRECIATION MONTH!
A message from the Leadership Board
The month of October is Pastor Appreciation
Month and we have the opportunity to let
Pastor John know how much he means to us!
God has entrusted the spiritual well-being of
this Salem flock to Pastor John and he has
shown us love, support and encouragement on
behalf of Christ for over ten years.
Please take some time this month to express
your gratitude for all the tireless,
compassionate work Pastor John does on
behalf of our church. You can send him a
written note, an email of thanks or a small
token of appreciation (a plate of cookies, a gift card to a restaurant or bookstore, bacon
-wrapped little sizzlers).
We also have two retired pastors here at Salem – Rev. Dave Higdon and Rev. Joan Erbe
– who continue to minister in many ways.
Please keep all of our pastors in your prayers and do show your thankfulness for the
many ways they bless us with their dedicated service to the Lord and to Salem Church.

Annual Church Conference
The Annual Church Conference is
scheduled for Monday, October 29, at 7
PM, here at Salem. Rev. Mike Morgan
from Marion Methodist Church will be
the presiding elder. This is an open
meeting. Everyone is welcome. All
members of Salem have the privilege of
voting.

Salem Servants
Salem Servants are serving at Green
Square Meals at the Ecumenical
Community Center every first and
fourth Thursday of the month
(October 4 and 25) at 3:30 PM. Any
questions contact Linda Curson at
lcurson@me.com or (319) 651-8029;
or Donna Borntrager at
donnajborntrager@gmail.com or
(319) 213-1077.
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Women’s Care Group
Women’s Care Group meets monthly to
encourage and care for one another and
to extend that care beyond the walls of
Salem. Please plan to join us Sunday,
October 14, at 12:30 PM in Fellowship
Hall. We will be making non-food treat
bags for trunk or treat.

In Gratitude
Thank you to everyone in my Salem
family for the thoughts, prayers and
cards on my behalf during my surgery in
August. Each one was truly appreciated
and made my recovery go very
smoothly. Thank you so very much.
Charlene Harrison

Church Nametags
Church nametags will be ordered at the
beginning of each quarter. The next
order will be turned in October 8. If you
would like a nametag, please fill out the
brightly dotted envelope in the pew
pocket, and put it in the offering basket.
Questions, contact Percy Caviness at
(319) 396-6082.

All Golden Agers Welcome!
Golden Links will meet on
Wednesday, October 17, at 12 PM at
Pizza Ranch (2450 Westdale Drive SW).
Barb Whitmer will be the speaker.
Please join us! Call Josie Lanz (319) 3623859 or Judy Thomas (319) 390-6574 for
more information.
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Mission Focus: CROP Hunger Walk 2018

Joni Salazar

Order those new tennis shoes and sign up to walk
for Hunger! Let’s have the most Salem walkers at
Thomas Park (343 Marion Blvd, Marion, IA 52302)
on Sunday, October 14 at 1 PM. Let’s show the
community that Salem members want to walk to
end hunger! Who is going to join me?
What is a CROP Hunger Walk?
•Community-led fundraising event to end hunger;
•Global solidarity with the millions who walk miles every day in search of food and
water;
•Opportunity to support Church World Service developmental projects and disaster
assistance globally;
•Assistance for 1900 food banks and soup kitchens in the U.S.
CROP Hunger Walks are interfaith events that build community while raising funds
to end hunger in our community and around the world. Your participation impacts
people in more than 35 countries. We will accept donations until October 31. Please
contact Joni Salazar at (319) 362-3943 or Dorothy Higdon at (319) 294-1161 for a
walker donation envelope. We encourage all walkers to register and encourage
church members to contribute to Salem’s team or a specified walker. You can go to
https://www.crophungerwalk.org/cedarrapidsiowa/Donate to do this also.
*25% of the funds raised benefit Green Square Meals, Linn County Food Banks and
Churches of Marion Food Pantry. The remaining funds are used by Church World
Service to relieve hunger and poverty in other parts of the world. In 2017, CWS
provided resources to hurricane affected regions in the United States.

Days for Girls Workshops
Also needed to fill out the kits are
dark-colored washcloths,
hipster/bikini style panties (girls 1416 or Adult 5-7) and 100% cotton or
polyester cotton-blend material for
drawstring bags. Questions, contact
Joan Erbe at (319) 363-7498.

Days for Girls International gives girls
access to quality feminine hygiene by:
partnering with organizations to
distribute feminine hygiene kits,
raising awareness, and helping
communities around the world start
their own kit-making programs.
We meet on the fourth Thursday of the
month in Fellowship Hall. Some sewing
and non-sewing projects are offered.

On Thursday, Oct. 11, at 2-8 PM, Days
for Girls will be packing 500 kits at
Cedar Hills Community Church, 6455
E Ave. NW, with a world-wide
celebration by video, a dinner and
several other activities are planned.
Anyone is welcome - car pool from
Salem. Contact Joan Erbe at (319) 363
-7498 for more information.
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Church-Wide Garage Sale
Salem's Church-Wide Garage Sale,
sponsored by United Methodist
Women, will be held Thursday,
October 4, 8 AM - 6 PM, and Friday,
October 5, 8 AM - noon in Fellowship
Hall. Friday is $4 BAG DAY; all items
that fit in a large kitchen garbage bag
for $4. What a deal! Proceeds will go to
United Methodist Women mission
projects.
Donation items may be dropped off in
Fellowship Hall Tuesday, October 2, 9
AM - 6 PM, and Wednesday, October
3, 9 AM - noon. If you have items to
donate but are unable to get them to
the church during these hours, please
call Charlene Harrison at (319) 393–
9511 to make arrangements for pick
up.

Items NOT accepted are baby cribs or
car seats (recall issues), adult clothes,
or furniture, but we WILL accept
other donations including CHILDREN'S
clothes and shoes, and all those
treasures around your house that you
no longer need or use.
For additional questions or to
volunteer to work during the set up
or sale times, please contact Charlene
Harrison at (319) 393-9511.

Surviving the Holidays from GriefShare
Sometimes the holidays are hard to
face. Grief, loneliness and other
situations can make it hard to feel the
joy everyone else seems to find in the
season. Surviving the Holidays from
GriefShare offers support and
encouragement. You are invited to
attend on November 4 from 5 - 6:30
PM at Salem. For more information,
please contact our Director of Care
Ministries, Deb Black at (319) 3508843 or d.black@salemchurchcr.com.

Mission Update: In Gratitude
What an awesome congregation we
have at Salem United Methodist
Church! When the Mission Team shares
the needs of the community, the
congregation responds generously! In
the last few months, we gave Books
Without Borders over $600, completed
at least 50 Hygiene Kits, donated $165
to Matthew 25, and completed over 140
School Kits.

Using some of the "undesignated
money," the Mission Team decided to
give an extra $200 to Helping Hands,
deposited $200 in the Pastoral Fund
at Salem, and gave $200 to "Days For
Girls" to buy hygiene items for girls in
need. God is great! Thank you, thank
you, thank you for helping our community shine a little better!
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United Methodist Men

Mark Minger

United Methodist Men’s breakfast is
Saturday, October 6, at 8 AM at
Hy-Vee, 3235 Oakland Rd NE. All men
are invited for fellowship and
breakfast. Please make your reservations by calling Jeff Cook at (319) 3939180.
Salem United Methodist Men's annual
Swiss Steak Dinner will be from 5 - 7
PM on Thursday, October 18, featuring
mashed potatoes, coleslaw, relish tray,
delicious and oh, so tender swiss steak,
dessert and drink. Adults eat for $9 and
children 12 and under eat for $5.
Proceeds from this dinner will be used,
as always, for mission projects from
Salem. Please join us for great food and
fellowship!

Cards and Fellowship
Come and enjoy an afternoon with
your Christian friends! Cards and
Fellowship meets the last Tuesday of
the month in Fellowship Hall. Come at
12:30 PM for a potluck, followed by
devotions and games. Usually a hot
UNO game, also Royal Rummy and
Kings in the Corner. If you would like
to try another game, please bring it
and directions and we will join in.

United Methodist Women
Sarah Circle will meet on
Thursday, October 11, at
9:30 AM in Fellowship
Hall.
Hostess will be Nan
Livingston. The program
is: “United Methodist
Women, Sisterhood of
Grace”.

Everyone is welcome so invite friends
and relatives. The food is delicious!
Love to see you all!

Nan Livingston, Pr esident
As the UMW celebrate 150 years in
Mission the programs will focus on the
history of Women in Mission. Part of
each lesson adds another spoke to the
“Shalom Wheel.”
Rachel Circle will meet on Thursday,
October 11, at 5:55 PM in Fellowship
Hall.
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Report of the Leadership Board
Following the subcommittee meetings at 5:15 PM, the full
board met at 5:40 PM. Chair Nancy Rawson led the
meeting. She opened with prayer and shared a scripture
reading from Luke 5:33-38 reminding us that even though
we are new creations in Christ, the gospel, given to us a
long time ago, is still relevant and true for our lives.
Treasurer’s Report – *Linda Curson reported on the
income and expenses for this year (January – August).
Although we have had some generous giving months, we
still have a deficit as our yearly expenses have been
higher than our yearly income. We will continue to
monitor the church’s finances.
Leadership Board Development/Training – The LB
continued discussing the book: Canoeing the Mountains:
Christian Leadership in Uncharted Territory by Tod
Bolsinger. Leaders need to demonstrate that they are
trustworthy, faithful to their calling, and that they have
the skills to help people thrive. That trust is critical when
facing changes and venturing into new territory.
A Way Forward District Gathering – Salem will host a fall
gathering for our district on September 23. Bishop Laurie
Haller will facilitate a discussion on the pros and cons of
the three Commission on the Way Forward plans.
Leadership Board members will be present to help host
this event.
Fall Church Conference – The annual church conference
will be held on October 29 at 7 PM here at Salem. Rev.
Mike Morgan will be the presiding elder. In preparation
for the conference, the LB completed the S/PPRC
Appointment Advisory Consultation Form for the 2019
Appointment Year and discussed nominations to the
Leadership Board for 2019. Troy Bergmann will serve as
Leadership Board Chairperson for 2019.
Trustees – *Bids were received for cleaning the carpet in
Fellowship Hall, the parlor, the mission closet, and
adjacent hallways. The Trustees plan to schedule this
cleaning during the month of November. *A fall work day
is being planned for October 20. In order to complete
more projects, the workday will go until 3:00 PM, with a
small lunch provided. *A request to consider the creation
of a concrete driveway on the west end of the parking lot
will be tabled until next year. *The prairie grass/flowers
project is continuing, with seeding to be done this fall.

Meeting Notes 9-18-18
*An upgrade to the AV
system/booth in the
sanctuary is being
considered. *The Trustees
are looking to improve the
seals on some of our doors
and to rehang the back
door to prevent bugs
entering the building.
*Better signage in the
elevator, particularly for the
buttons indicating which
floor is desired (1 and 2), is
still consideration.
Stewardship –*Plans were discussed for the fall
stewardship campaign. This will be the third year of
the Generation to Generation building fund campaign
but worshippers will also have the opportunity to
make an annual giving pledge. Video testimonies from
congregation members will be a part of the campaign
presentation in November.
SPRC – *Reviews have been conducted on two new
staff members as their 90 day probationary periods
have been completed. One additional review is
scheduled for September 25. *October is Pastor
Appreciation Month. The congregation will be
encouraged to express their gratitude to Pastor John
and to our retired pastors, Rev. Dave Higdon and Rev.
Joan Erbe. *The pastor’s compensation and benefits
for 2019, as well as staff compensation, will be
discussed at next month’s meeting.
Other Items – *The plant in the main entryway is
overgrown and hiding the handicap door access
button. Actions will be taken to correct this issue.
Closing –Nancy Rawson closed with prayer. The
meeting adjourned at 7:45 PM.
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RETURN SERVICE
REQUESTED

Salem’s mission is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.
“connecting people, building community, transforming lives through Jesus”

Salem’s Sunday Morning Schedule
9:00 AM
10:00 AM
10:10 AM
11:00 AM

Modern Worship
Fellowship Time
Children and Adult Sunday School
Traditional Worship

Sanctuary
Fellowship Hall
Lower Level
Sanctuary

Nursery for infants through 4-year-olds is available on the Lower Level
during worship services and Sunday School.

Salem Office hours: Monday—Thursday 9 AM to 4 PM
(closed standard holidays)

