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Serving Our Community
Matthew 25’s Derecho Projects
With all of the recent storm damage
and urgent needs caused by it, our
friends at Matthew 25 are organizing
a response August 31 – September 4
to repair homes for low-income
homeowners who have damage from
the August 10 derecho.
Let’s join our friends at Matthew 25
and help do some good in our
community! If you're available for a
morning, a day, or multiple days,
please volunteer to help with these
projects anytime Monday through
Friday—no special skills required!
Projects for next week could include
light construction, repairing roofing
and siding, replacing broken
windows, and more, depending on
incoming project applications. For
volunteers without construction-type
experience, there will also be
projects that include tree and debris
removal as well as painting.
To help reduce the risks of exposure
to COVID-19, various precautions will
be implemented such as masks and
social distancing. For more
information, visit their website
at hub25.org/transform2020 and
click on the online volunteer
registration form or give them a call
at (319) 362-2214.

Although the derecho caused terrible
damage to homes and trees in
Eastern Iowa, the way the
community has come together to
help their neighbors has been a
beacon of hope in these trying times.
We look forward to next week when
we can rally around those in need
and really make a positive impact in
the community.

•Mission Focus:
Central Furniture
Rescue
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If you are unable to volunteer next
week but would like to donate
supplies, click here https://
www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/
ls/1UXBVGN1VMFW4? to view the
Amazon Wish List, identifying some
of the tools and resources needed to
complete upcoming projects. You can
also contribute financially through
our online donation form at https://
www.hub25.org/donate25/ or by
mailing a check to Matthew 25 at 201
Third Avenue SW, Cedar Rapids, IA
52404.

due to the COVID-19 pandemic
Salem continues to offer
online worship only

Here We Go Again
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Derecho. That’s a word we all learned. On
August 10 we experienced an inland
hurricane with 140 mph wind. As
incomprehensible as it seems, Mayor Brad
Hart said this is worse than the flood of
2008. His point was that the flood affected
15 square miles of the city; this inland
hurricane damaged all 75 square miles of
the city (and of course far beyond).
John Louk, Pastor

How
We
Can
Help

It sounds like an exaggeration, but there
are literally neighborhoods that look like
war zones. I’ve never seen anything like it.
We got hit hard in our neighborhood with
trees down, roof, siding, and soffit
damage, but it’s nothing compared to the
established neighborhoods with large,
mature trees. Those homes and the cars
on the street look like they were bombed.
It’s hard to adequately describe the trees
and branches down everywhere. The city
had to get the snow plows out and literally
plow trees on the streets to make
pathways in some of the roads. We had no
power for days or weeks. Many still have
no Internet. Cell service was knocked out
for the first couple days. We were stuck
with no power and no communication.
While some got ahold of generators, many
people lost the food in refrigerators and
freezers. Many ate canned goods if they
had a pull top and cooked on their gas
grills. It was a struggle to charge devices,
often using car batteries.
Everyone suffered some kind of damage.
One reason why recovery will take so long,
besides collecting all the trees and debris
on the curb, is because it will take so long
for insurance adjusters and then
contractors to get to every place and
provide whatever people need.
Furthermore, supplies are already running
out quickly.
In the midst of disaster, it’s been powerful
to see neighbors coming together to check
on and help one another cut up and haul
trees and debris to the curb for the city to
get. That’s what the people of Salem have
been doing, checking on and helping
neighbors, taking care of our homes and
properties, cleaning up trees and debris,

protecting from further rain, working with
insurance adjusters and contractors.
We’ve also been checking on people in the
congregation and lining up help for people
in need. We set up a charging station at
front of church building for people to
charge devices. We offered our parking lot
for a staging location for work groups from
outside of Iowa. And while we’re not set
up to be a shelter, we decided we can host
a work team from outside the area, giving
them a place to stay and a couple showers.
Finally, we’re not wanting to reinvent the
wheel but rather join and help where
there is a disaster response structure
already in place. Here are three ways we
can help.
First, the disaster response from the
United Methodist Church is very active,
covering roofs with tarps and sending out
chainsaw crews. We meet MondaySaturday at 9 AM at the staging area, the
Hiawatha City Hall parking lot.
Second, our friends at Matthew 25 are
organizing a week of transformation
especially for low-income home owners
with damage that won’t be covered by
insurance. More information is available
on the front page of the newsletter.
Third, be sure to check out our mission
focus, supporting Central Furniture
Rescue. There’s more information on page
6.
My wife, Joy, and I have connected with all
three of these. Each one provides
opportunities for hands on work, financial
support, and tangible donations. I invite
you to engage somewhere too. We are the
hands and feet of Jesus, sharing God’s love
for our neighbors.

Grace and peace to you,
John Louk

Page 3

Fall Worship Series — Short Stories by Jesus
In September we continue in Ordinary Time and on the 13th begin a new series,
listening to Jesus tell us stories about what the Kingdom of Heaven is like.
Worship services continue to be offered online only. Go to www.facebook.com/
salem.cr for our premiered worship video at 9:20 AM or anytime later. You can also
access our worship videos at www.salemchurch.life and salemchurcr.com. We are
transitioning from a live-streamed worship video to a “premiered” video. That means,
we will shoot the video and edit it ahead of time and then release it (premiere it) like a
“live” video at our normal time. For those who watch on Facebook, the experience will
be the same, but there are many benefits, including the ability to include song lyrics
right on the video. Come and worship!
Please note this change: Our bishop gave us permission to share in Holy Communion
online, and we will continue to do that the first and third Sundays as usual. However,
that permission is granted for a “Live” video stream only. Therefore, receiving Holy
Communion will no longer happen during the worship video. Instead, Pastor John will
go Live on Facebook immediately following the worship video (usually about 10 AM) to
share in the sacrament Live. Furthermore, that video will not remain online as it
wouldn’t be “Live” after the fact. If you would like to receive Holy Communion, you are
invited to gather some bread and juice, and join the short Live video following the
regular worship video.
Please let us know if you have any questions, and if you need or prefer, let us know and
we will provide you with a DVD of online worship or a paper copy of the sermon and
prayers.
Sept 6 David Aust preaching
Holy Communion (separate Facebook Live video)
Sept 13 Matthew 13:1–23

Parable of the Soils

Sept 20 Matthew 13:24–30, 36-43
Parable of the Wheat and Weeds
Holy Communion (separate Facebook Live video)
Sept 27 Matthew 13:31–32

Parable of the Mustard Seed

Come and Worship!
Sundays
9:20 AM—Online
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September Birthdays and Anniversaries
Birthdays:
1 Myron Williams
1 Becky Johnson
2 Charlene Harrison
2 Josie Lanz
2 Roger Newhard
3 Caleb Meyer
8 Jan Johnson
8 Lucas Oltman
11 Ray Burns
14 Marilyn Ward
15 Susan Heald
17 Archer Ayers
18 Phyllis Hodina
23 Dawn Fouch
24 Dan Kendall
25 Sandra Rizzio
25 Kathy Schooley
25 Casie Meyer
26 Tom McMillen
26 Carole Beaton
27 Alex Mara

28
29
29
29
29

Bob Thompson
Percy Caviness
Linda Nolan
Doug Whitmer
Wilma Livermore

Anniversaries:
1 Justin & Kristin Jacobus
2 Chuck & Linda Curson
3 Bud & Bev Carnahan
4 Doris & Warren Holst
15 Marty & Jodi Anderson
21 Mark & Dawn Fouch
30 Charlene & Tom Harrison

Connecting with One Another
As we continue our physical distancing due to the COVID-19 pandemic, we have
persons in the church intentionally making phone calls to connect with church
members. Of course, even more people are doing that simply on their own because
that’s who we are as the church! If you need any help or support, you are welcome
to contact the church at (319) 362-6178 or office@salemchurchcr.com or contact
Pastor John directly at (319) 538-5145 or johnlouk@salemchurchcr.com.
Additionally, our Staff would be delighted to connect with you. Go to
www.salemchurch.life/staff and send an email to the person with whom you’d like
to connect. Physical (social) distancing doesn’t have to mean social loneliness.

In Gratitude
Dear Salem, it’s been 2 years since I’ve
moved and never have said “thank
you” to my church family for being
family to me. I watch church on
Facebook and write to a few people.
Missing you all. I have enjoyed the
pictures of the prayer garden! No
churches are open right now in
Oskaloosa where I live.
Love and prayers,

Pat Carlson
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Finance Update
Salem Finance Update as of July 30, 2020
Operating Income (Annual Giving):
Offering Income
PPP Income
Total Operating Income
Budgeted Income to date
Amount Actual over/(under) Budget

$186,411
28,943
$215,354
178,496
36,858

Operating Expenses
Expenses to date
Budgeted Expenses to date
Amount Actual over/(under) Budget

Net Amount of Actual Income over Actual Expenses

$155,011
178,413
(23,402)

$ 60,343

Building Fund
Offering Income
PPP Income
Interest Income
2020 Mortgage payments (7 months @ $7,192.25)
Net Amount Income over/(under) Expenses

Building Fund Balance held in Reserve

$44,236
6,057
22
50,346
(31)

$42,864

4 Ways to Give at Salem

There are four ways to give your offering •mail an offering to the
church office •give electronically at our website
salemchurchcr.com/donate •use the mobile app Give+ •send a text
to (855) 917-1810 with the dollar sign and the amount you are
giving (e.g. $25) and the text code, if applicable (e.g. $25 CFR).
Need help? Go to salemchurch.life.
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Mission Focus: Central Furniture Rescue
During these devastating times in Cedar
Rapids, people are left with home
reconstruction and others are completely
homeless now. The Central Furniture
Rescue organization started last year in our
area. They are here to assist these families
but the need is greater than what they
have on hand. They try to assist families
that have lost everything or financially
unable to buy new furniture and supply
them with donated furniture and
household items to start over again. The
Central Furniture Rescue started in 2019
and supported 230 families with 870 beds,
500 kitchen items and 1000 pieces of
furniture. This year so far, they have
assisted 200 families.
How will we serve our community’s needs?
Monetary donations are welcome. If giving
by text, code is CFR.
Accepted Household Donations:








Twin/Full/Queen Mattresses/Box
Springs
Bed frames
Bedding
Couch/Loveseat
Lamps
Pots and pans
Dishes/glasses/flatware

Joni Salazar



Small Kitchen Appliances
 Basic Kitchen Items
 Bath towels
 Shower curtains
 Bath rugs
 Throw rugs
 Dining set
Central Furniture Rescue is located at
2050 Boyson Road Suite 104 & 106,
Hiawatha.
**Due to the recommendations for
limiting the spread of COVID-19, they are
limiting drop-off hours to Fridays, 10-5,
Saturdays, 9-12, by appointment only.
Contact them at
donations@centralfurniturerescue.com
or (319) 382-2882. Also, if you can’t
deliver smaller items, contact Joni
Salazar at (319) 573-3943 or
kenwvol@crschools.us. She would be
happy to pick them up from your home.

Small Discipleship Groups
impacted by COVID-19 restrictions.
One group will study The Book of Psalms.
We hope to also begin a “Disciple Study”
group and possibly a group learning how to
share our Christian faith. Two other groups
which may start are a “Class group” and a
group for discussions using phone texting.

Plans are still being made for small study
groups at Salem which would begin this Fall.
Joining with others is a way to increase your
faith and become better connected. This is
especially important as we continue to be

Some group meetings are limited to using
ZOOM online. Also, if you are interested in
leading a small group, please let us know.
For details, information and to sign up,
please contact Tim King at (319) 396-4857
or t.king@salemchurchcr.com.
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Report of the Leadership Board
The Board met outside the church observing social
distancing and face mask pro tools starting at 5:40 PM.
Those attending the meeting were Troy Bergmann,
Brian Schooley, Amy Schilling, Dave Davis, Donna
Sanders, Jeremy Hague, Billie Shaffer, Pastor John Louk,
and Melinda Gipple.
Stewardship - Salem continues to do well during the
Covid pandemic due to the generous support of the
parish. Year to date, Salem is $7,915 ahead of budgeted
income and our reserve for the building fund is holding
to approximately 6 months worth of mortgage
payments.
Trustees - The Board discussed developing a protocol
for alarm notifications and contacts. A protocol will be
developed of how to respond when alarms occur to
Salem which is infrequent. Salem will be utilized as a
polling location for the election in November. An audit
conducted by Linn County Polling Services requires
adjustment of (i) handicapped van sign to appropriate
stall; (ii) advised caution on Fellowship Hall entry
concrete and threshold height which are out of ADA
compliance; (iii) interior set of doors are too heavy and
will be propped open during time of polling.
SPRC - The Board will need to complete and sign the
appointment advisory form before Pastor John’s
professional interview in September.
Derecho Discussion - The Board toured the damage
sustained to the church and grounds during the
derecho (inland hurricane) on August 10. As with much
of Cedar Rapids and the surrounding area, Salem’s
grounds sustained extensive tree damage. Some work
may be done by volunteers, however, there are many
trees that will need to be trimmed or removed by a
professional tree service. There was damage to the
outside of the building as well, including lots of soffit,
fascia, and siding being removed. The skirting to one of
the outbuildings was damaged. A trailer belonging to
Emmaus was pushed off the cement pad but there
didn’t appear to be any damage to its exterior. Inside,
water did leak through some windows on the lower
level in the nursery windows and the doors in the youth
area. Additionally, there was significant water found in
the utility room in the youth area. The church appears
to have suffered some roof damage and water leaked in
the pastor’s office, sanctuary, and sacristy room.
Service Pro was utilized to restore water damage and
the Board will work with Salem’s insurance to guide

8-18-2020
next steps. Salem has set up
a “charging station” in the
front of the church to allow
people still without power to
charge devices and phones.
Additionally, the Board
approved the church to host
a work crew if needed. The
parking lot has been offered
as a staging area as well.
Meeting closed at 6:55 PM
to meet with persons from
the congregation, gathering
to see one another after the
storm.

September 2020 Forecaster
3715 33rd Avenue SW
Cedar Rapids, Iowa 52404
(319) 362-6178
office@salemchurchcr.com
www.salemchurchcr.com

www.facebook.com/salem.cr
salemchurch.life

RETURN SERVICE
REQUESTED

Salem’s mission is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.
“connecting people, building community, transforming lives through Jesus”

Salem’s Sunday Morning Schedule (Online Worship Only)

9:20 AM

Online Worship
www.facebook.com/salem.cr
www.salemchurch.life
www.salemchurchcr.com
Church Office closed in August

