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Our mission  
is to make disciples of Jesus Christ 

 for the transformation of the world. 
 
It’s time to start thinking about what 
you will do to grow in your 
discipleship, becoming like Jesus. 
Beyond our weekly gathering to 
worship, this summer we began 
Church in Our Backyard. This fall 
we’re going to begin Dinner for 6, 
Sunday school, and small groups. Like 
we do during Lent, we will have a 
focus for our small groups. Our new 
Director of Discipleship, Tim King, 
oversees or works with other leaders 
on these ministries. 
 
Our discipleship pathway, that is, our 
method for becoming like Jesus 
includes reaching out, connecting, 
forming, and sending. Reaching out is 
the intentional action to get to those 
outside the church. This isn’t about 
waiting for people to come to us but 
rather going like a missionary does to 
where the people are. 
 
Connecting is the intentional action 
to bring together, leading others to 
commit their lives to God though 
baptism and profession of faith.  
 
Forming is the intentional action to 
shape and nurture the people of the 
church, especially with spiritual 
disciplines (what we call Means of 
Grace in the Methodist tradition). We 

practice these habits to grow in our 
faith, to become like Jesus. 
 
Sending is the intentional action to go 
outside the church again, bringing the 
process full circle back to the 
beginning. In doing so, however, we 
practice what John Wesley called the 
Works of Mercy to do good, make a 
difference, and transform the world. 
This includes feeding the hungry, 
healing the sick, caring for the 
stranger, and so on. 
 
The question for you to consider is, 
Where are you on this discipleship 
journey? Have you connected through 
baptism and profession of faith? Are 
you being formed like Jesus, 
continuing to grow through 
discipleship practices (worship, holy 
communion, prayer, scripture, fasting, 
small group conferencing)? Are you 
continually going into the world to do 
good and make a difference? 
 
Jesus invites you to follow him. How 
will you do that? 
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We are  
willing to make  
hard decisions  

for change  
and growth.  

 
 
 

John Louk, Pastor 

Adding Staff and Growing 
hire people full-time or even half-time yet, 
so we’re starting with very small steps. 
We’re bringing people on at 1/8th time (4-6 
hours per week). Furthermore, some of our 
staff are unpaid. They are serving gratis. 

We have to start somewhere, though. We’re 
at the place where we need to push a little. 
Besides the priority of accomplishing our 
mission, in our current context, if we don’t 
intentionally grow, we will likely decline and 
die. We don’t decide how much we grow, 
God does, but either we grow or we decline. 
Maintaining is declining. Of course, in our 
culture today, most Christian congregations 
are declining. We don’t need to rehearse the 
statistics, but it’s estimated that mainline 
denominations in America, like United  
Methodist, have about 20 Easters left before 
disappearing. 

Furthermore, our growth must be with 
younger people. While we want to be  
multigenerational to be most healthy, we 
must reach younger people or, again, there 
will only be a certain number of years left. 
The fastest growing religious group in the 
country is the “nones,” and our mission is to 
reverse that as we share God’s love and 
grace and make more disciples of Jesus who 
make a good difference in the world. 

So, like many other congregations, Salem is 
at the place where we have to push forward 
to grow. It’s going to be hard, but we need 
to push the envelope. Eventually our growth 
and giving will catch up. Quality staff persons 
connect with more people and help the 
church grow. It’s the time to push. There will 
be a time to hold again. Right now, it’s time 
to push forward to grow and accomplish our 
mission. 

Ultimately, this challenges each of us to  
consider what God calls us to give financially. 
We’ll spend some time this fall talking about 
stewardship. But the issue isn’t that we need 
a certain amount of dollars to do what we 
do. The issue is always this: if we all trusted 
God fully and gave as Jesus calls us to give, 
we’d have such an abundance we’d have to 
figure out new ways to give the money away 
to help other people. 

Grace and peace to you, 

John Louk 

We have been reorganizing our leadership 
structure and adding Staff this year. So far 
we have a new Director of Discipleship (Tim 
King) and a new Worship Coordinator (Jodi 
Anderson). We have more positions we’re 
working on as well, (Service Coordinator, 
Youth Director, Community Ambassador). 

In the meantime, our leaders have heard a 
few questions about whether we should be 
doing this when currently we’re not fully “in 
the black,” financially. This is a good inquiry 
and deserves an answer. 

One of our major goals the last two years, 
and we’ve talked about it for longer than 
that, has been to implement a staff  
reorganization to get the right leaders 
around the table to lead people and  
ministries to carry out our mission to make 
disciples of Jesus for the transformation of 
the world. These are also the areas we  
identified before our building project as  
being most important. 

Back in 2011 our Study Committee spent 
time researching for our building project and 
met with leaders to discuss Salem’s 
strengths (warm welcome of others, our 
mission focus, and our teaching) and  
weaknesses (lack of space, lack of youth and 
youth ministries, and lack of hands on  
mission work transforming the world). We 
determined the three things we most  
wanted to see happen were 1) a building 
project, 2) the development of outreach and 
hands on mission work, and 3) more people, 
especially youth, engaged fully in the life of 
the church. The leaders affirmed the desire 
for Salem to grow and the willingness to 
make difficult decisions required for change 
and growth. This set our course, and today 
gives us a helpful view of the long range 
plan. 

Therefore, with the building project now 
completed physically (we are still paying for 
it), we have been turning our attention to 
reaching out to new people, engaging the 
people of Salem, especially youth, in the life 
of the congregation and beyond in the  
community and world. We need people who 
take responsibility for those areas. 

So we organized around our mission and 
began adding responsible persons to the 
Staff. Our leaders know it’s not realistic to 
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August 2018 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

Salem Office hours: 

Monday—Thursday 

9 AM to 4 PM 

(closed holidays) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 

UMW Garage Sale Set Up 

10 AM Wednesday  
  Morning Bible Study 

2    UMW Garage Sale  

8 AM—6 PM 

8:30 AM Foster  
   Grandparent Program  
   Meeting 

12:30 PM Options of  
   Linn County 

3:30 PM Salem Servants  
   Serve Green Square    
   Meals 

 

3    UMW Garage Sale  

8 AM—12 PM 

 

 

 

 

4 

8 AM UM Men’s 
   Breakfast  
 

 

 

 

5 

9 AM Worship (Modern) 

10 AM Fellowship 

11 AM Worship  
  (Traditional) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7 

7 AM Possible Special  

   Elections 

9:30 AM Prayer Room 

5:15 PM Staff Meeting 

8 

10 AM Wednesday  
  Morning Bible Study 

 

 

9 

9:30 AM UMW Sarah 
   Circle Meeting 

12:30 PM Options of  
   Linn County 

5:55 PM UMW Rachel  
   Circle Meeting 

 

 

 

10 

 

11 

2 PM Bridal Shower 

12   

9 AM Worship (Modern) 

10 AM Fellowship 

11 AM Worship  
  (Traditional) 

12:30 PM Women’s Care  
  Group 

 

 

 

13 

 

 

 

14 

  

 

 

 

15   

10 AM Wednesday  
  Morning Bible Study 

12 PM Golden Links  

16 

12:30 PM Options of  
   Linn County 

5 PM UMM Iowa Ham  
   Dinner 

 

17 

 

18 

 

 

19   

9 AM Worship (Modern) 

10 AM Fellowship 

11 AM Worship  
  (Traditional) 

 

 
    

 
    

20 

Forecaster  
articles due to  
Church Office 

21 

9:30 AM Prayer Room 

5:15 PM Leadership  
   Board 

 

22 

10 AM Wednesday    
  Morning Bible Study 

6 PM Outreach Team     
   Meeting 

 

 

 

 

 

23 

12:30 PM Options of  
   Linn County 

3:30 PM Salem Servants  
   Serve Green Square    
   Meals 

 

 

 

 

24 

  

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

25 

 

 

 

26   

9 AM Worship (Modern) 

10 AM Fellowship 

10:10 AM Connecting  
   Point 

11 AM   Worship  
  (Traditional)  

4 PM Service of  
   Remembrance for  
   Marie Talbott 

 

 

27 

 

28 

12:30 PM Cards and  
   Fellowship 

29 

10 AM Wednesday    
  Morning Bible Study 

6 PM Church in Our  
   Backyard 

30 

12:30 PM Options of  
   Linn County 

 31 

 

 

 

      



In August we continue in ordinary time with the series, The Bread of Life. This is a 
focused look at the sixth chapter of the Gospel of John. Bread is a metaphor for the 
sustenance we need in order to live. Deuteronomy 8:3 says, “One does not live by 
bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord.” In the 
Gospel of John, Jesus is the Logos, the Word of God. That is, Jesus is the Word that 
comes from the mouth of God, our true bread of life, sustaining us and giving us life. 
 
On August 26 we will have a special celebration for those returning to school 
(students, parents, teachers, administrators, staff). We’re inviting students to bring 
their backpacks for a special blessing, and our 3rd and 4th graders will receive a Bible. 
 
The liturgical color for this season is green, symbolizing growth in Christ. Come and 
worship! 
 
July 29 The Bread of Life [Chrysalis Weekend at Salem] 
 2 Samuel 11:1-15 David Commits Adultery with Bathsheba 

 Psalm 14   There Is No One Who Does Good 
 Ephesians 3:14-21 Prayer for Strength Through the Spirit 
 John 6:1-21  Jesus Feeds Five Thousand and Walks on Water 
 
Aug 5 The Bread of Life 

 2 Samuel 11:26-12:15 Nathan Condemns David 

 Psalm 51:1-12  David’s Prayer of Confession 
 Ephesians 4:1-16 Lead a Life Worthy of Your Calling 

 John 6:24-35  True Bread from Heaven 
 Holy Communion 
 
Aug 12 The Bread of Life 

 2 Sam 18:5-9, 15, 31-33 The Defeat and Death of Absalom 

 Psalm 130   Crying to the LORD in Grief 
 Ephesians 4:25-5:2 Be Imitators of God 

 John 6:35, 41-51 Jesus the Bread of Life 
  
Aug 19 The Bread of Life 

 1 Kings 2:10-12; 3:3-14 Solomon Asks for Wisdom 

 Psalm 111   The Fear of the LORD Is the Beginning of Wisdom 

 Ephesians 5:15-20 Be Careful How You Live 

 John 6:51-58  Jesus the Living Bread 
 Holy Communion 
  
Aug 26 The Bread of Life [Back to School Sunday] 
 1 Kings 8:1-43  The Dedication of the Temple 

 Psalm 84   The Joy of Worship in the Temple 
 Ephesians 6:10-20 Put on the Whole Armor of God 

 John 6:56-69  Some Turn Away from Jesus  
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Worship Series—The Bread of Life  

Come and Worship! 

Sundays  

9 AM—Modern 

11 AM—Traditional 

 
 



Birthdays: 
2 Troy Bergmann 
3 Tim King 
4 Cyrus Mudanya 
6     John Carley 
8  Alyssa Hague 
9  Sharon Busch 
10  Sandy Rierson 
10 Carver Hague 
12   Pam Wheeler 
12 Jan Hutchison 
12  Kay Feldmann 
15 Jim Jacobus 
24 Pat Conrad 
24  Linsey Thomas 
24 Camryn Meyer 
25  Kyle Cross 
27  Gary Brockschink 
29  Jim Caviness 
30 Ralph Wilfong 
31 Olivia Fayram 
 

Page 5 

 

August Birthdays and Anniversaries  

Anniversaries: 
2 Christine & Ryan Rand 
5 Donna & Lee Borntrager 
8 Jim & Bert Carver 
8 Bill & Julie Lefebure 
9 Allan & Jan Johnson 
10 Matt & Courtney Templeton 
16 Marlene & Ronald Primrose 
25 Monty & Sandy Rierson 
25 Jeremy & Alyssa Hague 
30 Ahban & Ausha Ayers 
31 Ed & Diane Foss 
 

Salem Servants 

Salem Servants are serving at Green 
Square Meals at the Ecumenical  
Community Center every first and 
fourth Thursday of the month (August 
2 and 23) at 3:30 PM. Any questions 
contact Linda Curson at 
lcurson@me.com or 319-651-8029; or 
Donna Borntrager at  
donnajborntrager@gmail.com or  
319-213-1077. 

Women’s Care Group 

Women’s Care Group meets monthly 
to encourage and care for one  
another and to extend that care  
beyond the walls of Salem.  

Please plan to join us Sunday, August 
12, at 12:30 PM in Fellowship Hall.  

mailto:lcurson@me.com
tel:319-651-8029
mailto:donnajborntrager@gmail.com
tel:319-213-1077
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Church in Our Backyard 

What do you get when you combine a 
picnic with friends and church? You get 
"CHURCH IN OUR BACKYARD." Everyone 
is invited to come to Salem's backyard 
on Wednesday, August 29 for a great 
time of fellowship, food, singing and  
devotions. All you need to do is bring a 
lawn chair, something you'd like to cook 
on our grill, and a dish to share. We'll 
supply drinks, plates and utensils. Our 
fire pit and patio area off the Youth 
Room on the lower level will be a nice 
spot for cooking and fellowship. There 
will also be seating available indoors for 
you to eat at.  

CHURCH IN OUR BACKYARD will start 
around 6 PM and finish around 7:30 
PM. We hope to see you there!  
Contact Tim King at (319) 396-4857 for 
more information. 

All Golden Agers Welcome! 

Golden Links will meet on  
Wednesday, August 15, at 12 PM at  
Pizza Ranch (2450 Westdale Drive SW). 
Dave Higdon will be the speaker. Please 
join us! Call Josie Lanz (319) 362-3859 or 
Judy Thomas (319) 390-6574 for more 
information. 

Nursery Attendants Needed        

If you are at least 16 years of age and 
have the qualifications to offer and 
provide for the emotional, physical 
and social needs of young children 
during the time they are in our church 
nursery, please contact Deb Black at 
(319) 350-8843 or 
d.black@salemchurchcr.com. 
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Church-Wide Garage Sale 2018 

Salem's Church-Wide Garage Sale, an 
annual event sponsored by United 
Methodist Women, will be held  

Thursday, August 2, 8 AM - 6 PM, and 

Friday, August 3, 8 AM - noon in  
Fellowship Hall. Friday is $4 BAG DAY; all 
items that fit in a large kitchen garbage 
bag for $4. What a deal! Proceeds will go 
to United Methodist Women mission 
projects.  

Donation items may be dropped off in 
Fellowship Hall by Wednesday, August 1, 
9 AM - noon. If you have items to donate 
but are unable to get them to the church 
during these hours, please call Charlene 
Harrison at (319) 393– 9511 to make 
arrangements for pick up.  

Items NOT accepted are baby cribs or 
car seats (recall issues), adult clothes, or 

furniture, but we WILL accept  
other donations including CHILDREN'S 
clothes and shoes, and all those  
treasures around your house that you 
no longer need or use.  

For additional questions or to  
volunteer to work during the set up or 
sale times, please contact Charlene  
Harrison at (319) 393-9511. 

Thank you in advance for your  
generosity and support. 

Join The Choir 

Fall is coming and choir is starting 
soon. The first rehearsal will be  
Wednesday, September 5 at 7:00 PM. 
We are trying something new this year 
- choir will be taking one Sunday off 
per month. We will not be singing the 
first Sunday of each month, with no 
rehearsal the last Wednesday of the 
month. We are always looking for new 
members, so if this schedule works for 
you please join us. Help us praise God 
in song during the 11:00 AM  
worship service. Questions, contact 
Linda Curson at (319) 651-8029 or 
l.curson@salemchurchcr.com.   

In Gratitude  

Thank you for the cards and prayers 
during my two surgeries. The love and 
support of my Salem family means the 
world to me. 

Kristine DeKlotz 

mailto:l.curson@salemchurchcr.com
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August Mission Focus: Missionaries Larry and Jane Kies  

Our congregation has supported Larry 
and Jane Kies for several years and will 
continue to support them for years to 
come. They have visited Salem in the 
past and it was a joy to hear all about 
their mission in Africa. Larry and Jane 
Kies are United Methodist missionaries 
serving at Africa University Farm at 
Mutare, Zimbabwe in southern Africa. 

Africa University is a United Methodist 
Church-related institution that is being 
nurtured and funded by church  
members from all over the world. It is 
a consequence of the growth of United 
Methodism on the African continent 
and has its foundations in the history 
and legacy of the church. Africa  
University opened in March 1992 as 
the first private, international  
university in Zimbabwe. 

Larry’s duties involve working with the 
farm manager to develop an  
agricultural program that makes the 
university farm more efficient in its 
roles of teaching and research. In  
addition, he is involved in student  
agricultural practicals, and teaches 
classes in crop production and farm 
management. 

Jane loves working with young people 
who come to Africa University with a 
passion to learn English. Fluency in 
English equips them to study for a 
degree that will enable them to carry 
out their particular ministries and use 
their gifts. She is thankful that the 
students teach her about the diversity 
of cultures and peoples on the African 
continent. She values the  
opportunities there are to study and 
discuss the Bible together, and help 
the students apply its teachings to 
their lives and experiences at Africa 
University.  

A special mission offering will be  
received the last Sunday of the 
month. 
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Hygiene Kits and School Kits 

We will continue to accept Hygiene Kits 
and School Kits.  Please drop the  
completed kits off at the Mission  
Center. Thank you.   
 
The hygiene kit includes: 

1 Hand towel   

1 Washcloth  

1 Adult size toothbrush 

6 Adhesive Band-Aids 

1 Bath-size soap  3 oz. No Ivory or 
Jergens soap 

1 Comb 6 inches long  

1 nail file 

$1.00 to purchase toothpaste 

Please put all items in a one gallon zip 
lock bag. 

The school kit includes: 

One pair round tip scissors only 

One box of 24 crayons 

Three, one-subject wide ruled  

notebooks only                  

(No 3 or 5-subject notebooks) 

One package of wide ruled  

loose-leaf paper 

One 1 inch or longer hand-held  

 pencil sharpener 

One metric ruler 

Six unsharpened pencils 

One 2 inch eraser 

$1 for shipping 

Please put all items inside a 2 gallon 

zip lock bag. 

Salem Library News 

There will be a suggestion box in the 
library, on a display shelf, to the left 
of the cabinet. We would like your 

suggestions of series to complete, 
what you would like to read by author 
and title, and from those leading a 
small group, please look over the  
reference books to tell us what you 
wouldn't use and what you would like 
to see on the shelves.  

At this time our reference shelves and 
our fiction shelves are overflowing. 
The Christian Growth/Living shelves 
are full. Our thought is to remove 
what we can that won't be used to 
make room for what is needed or that 
you are interested in. 
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United Methodist Men                              Mark Minger  

United Methodist Men’s breakfast is 
Saturday, August 4, at 8 AM in  
Fellowship Hall. All men are invited for 
fellowship and breakfast. Please make 
your reservations by calling Jeff Cook 
at 319-393-9180.     

United Methodist Women           Nan Livingston, President  

Sarah Circle will meet on 
Thursday, August 9, at 
9:30 AM in Fellowship 
Hall. Hostess will be Bev 
Carnahan. Program:     
"The Sacred Space of 
Rest and Self-Care". We 
will be looking at 

Scripture that shares stories of rest 
and care in both the Old and New 
Testaments. 

Rachel Circle will meet on Thursday, 
August 9, at 5:55 PM in Fellowship 
Hall. 

Cards and Fellowship  

Come and enjoy an afternoon with 
your Christian friends! 

Cards and Fellowship meets the last 
Tuesday of the month in Fellowship 
Hall. Come at 12:30 PM for a potluck, 
followed by devotions and games. 
Usually a hot UNO game, also Royal 
Rummy and Kings in the Corner. If you 
would like to try another game, please 
bring it and directions and we will join 
in. 

Everyone is welcome so invite friends 
and relatives. The food is delicious! 
Love to see you all! 

United Methodist Men’s Iowa Ham Dinner 

The United Methodist Men will be 
having their annual ham dinner  
Thursday, August 16, from 5-7 PM in 
Fellowship Hall. For more information, 
contact Mark Minger at (319)651-
4751. 
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Report of the Leadership Board                         Meeting Notes 7-24-18 

The Leadership Board met at 5:15 PM. Chair Nancy 
Rawson led the meeting. She opened with prayer and 
shared scripture readings from Matthew 7:12 (Golden 
Rule) and John 13:34 (Jesus’ new commandment on love) 
reminding us that how we treat others should come from 
the love that Jesus has shown us. 

 

Treasurer’s Report – Linda Curson reported on the 
income and expenses for the first half of the year (January 
– June). Overall our financial situation is improving even 
though we still have a deficit from earlier in the year 
when expenses were higher than income. The August 
Forecaster will include a challenge to the congregation to 
consider what God calls us to give financially. We will 
continue to monitor the church’s finances.  

 

Trustees – The Trustees presented a proposal to dedicate 
a portion of the church’s property (approximately one 
acre on the west side) to prairie flowers and grasses. This 
will reduce the area that needs to be mowed and, more 
importantly, will provide an area that can be included in 
local Monarch butterfly restoration efforts. The LB agreed 
to proceed with this project. 

 

Other Items –* Kathy Wickham requested funds to 
proceed with the church history project. Display cases for 
some fragile items and frames for historical photos are 
needed. The LB requested that Kathy work with the 
building committee (interior design) to ensure the 
furniture purchased to display these historical items and 
the areas utilized are consistent with the church’s overall 
plan. Memorial funds will be utilized for this purpose. 
*Heidi Pankey shared that it has been three years since 
our last church directory. She is willing to spearhead a 
new campaign and to contact Lifetouch to find out if 
dates are available this fall. The LB agreed to proceed 
with this project. 

 

Stewardship –*The 
Stewardship Subcommittee 
presented a revised version 
of the Memorial and Honor 
Giving Policies. The LB 
clarified some of the 
wording in the policy and 
then approved the revised 
version. This policy will be 
shared with people utilizing 
the church for memorial 
services and available in the 
church office. It also will be 
posted on the website and 
included in the Forecaster. 

 

SPRC – *The SPRC shared insights on the annual staff 
evaluation process. A majority of the reviews were 
conducted on the same evening this year. Discussion 
followed on the procedure itself, as well as who will 
need to be evaluated next year. The SPRC will 
continue to discuss this process and suggest 
improvements for future evaluations. *Salem is 
considering the possibility of adding a youth director 
to the staff beginning this fall (10-15 hours per week). 
The SPRC will meet with a potential candidate to 
explore this opportunity. 

 

Closing –Nancy Rawson closed with prayer. The 
meeting adjourned at 7:18 PM.  



 

 

  9:00 AM  Modern Worship   Sanctuary 

10:00 AM  Fellowship Time   Fellowship Hall 

11:00 AM  Traditional Worship   Sanctuary 

 

Nursery for infants through 4-year-olds is available on the Lower Level  

during worship services and Sunday School. 

 

Salem Office hours: Monday—Thursday 9 AM to 4 PM 

(closed standard holidays) 

August 2018 Forecaster 

3715 33rd Avenue SW 

Cedar Rapids, Iowa 52404 
 

319-362-6178 

office@salemchurchcr.com 

www.salemchurchcr.com 

www.facebook.com/salem.cr 
  

RETURN SERVICE  

    REQUESTED  

Salem’s Sunday Morning Schedule  

Salem’s mission is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 
“connecting people, building community, transforming lives through Jesus” 


