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Forecaster
It’s Vacation Bible School Time!

Salem’s annual Vacation Bible School
is a time of growth and learning for
the children of our Salem family and
throughout our community. We are
excited for this year’s VBS program,
held here at Salem Monday, July 15 –
Friday, July 19, from 8-11 AM. Bring
your children, your grandchildren,
your neighbors, and friends! Spread
the word!
This year’s curriculum, Roar- Make
your VBS the mane event! This epic
African adventure engages the whole
herd. At Roar, kids explore God’s
goodness and celebrate a ferocious
faith that powers them through this
wild life. We look forward to a fun
and impactful week!
We could use your help! It takes
additional hands and hearts (about
20 more!) to make the week go well.

We still need adults and teens to
assist in guiding VBS participants
from one location to another around
the church. We could also use 2 or 3
volunteers to help with registration
on Monday morning, July 15. If you
are not able to be present during the
week of VBS, and would like an
alternative way to contribute, there
is a poster of needed supplies in
Fellowship Hall. Feel free to take a
card, procure the supplies and drop
off the supplies before July 12. Would
you consider transforming the world
through Jesus in one of these ways?
Let’s all work together to help our
children experience the power of
Christ!
Contact Amy Schilling at (319) 5731933 or Stephanie Meyer at (319)
784-7679 for more information.

•Summer Games
University Camp
•Mission Focus:
UMCOR School Kits
•Church-Wide
Garage Sale
October 3 & 4
•Church in Our
Backyard

Salem’s Prairie
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You may have noticed the beautiful
orange flowers (Siberian Wallflower) that
first appeared in Salem’s new prairie in
late May. Blue Flax began to appear in
early June and eighteen other perennial
wildflower species will follow over the
summer and early fall months. Some
plants will be short, and others including a
few grasses will be tall, but all very
colorful.

And
So
It
Begins

Before the European settlers arrived, Iowa
was once a mixture of prairie, wetland and
forest, with about 70 percent of the land
being prairie, consisting of tall and short
grasses, forbs or flowering plants and
shrubs. It would have been an awesome
sight to behold, and amazingly the first
pioneers crossing the Iowa prairie had no
idea how rich the soils were because they
figured if it didn’t grow many trees, then
how good could it be? The thick prairie
vegetation decayed each winter and the
rich organic topsoil material built up to an
average of 14 to 18 inches in thickness.
Iowa’s settlement began in the 1850’s and
the landscape changed quickly and
dramatically. By the 1930’s 95 percent of
Iowa’s land had been converted to
farmland and by the 1950’s fence row to
fence row cropping was the norm. The
prairies that helped produce Iowa’s rich
soils were reduced to less than 0.1 percent
of their original size or about 30,000 acres,
now mostly in county or state owned
parks and preserves. Because of erosion
with the intense farming, most of the thick
top soils were reduced to 0 to 10 inches in
thickness. In addition, because of urban
growth, Iowa has lost on average about
26,000 acres each year to non-ag uses. In
recent years, scientists have noted the
reduction in the numbers of plant
pollinators such as butterflies, moths, and
bees partially due to the loss of the prairie
flowers and grasses, and pollinators are
what keep our plant system going. Unless
there are dramatic changes made in
agriculture, these trends will be difficult to
change.
In hopes of doing our part to make even a
small change in the trends, Salem United
Methodist Church, with God’s help with
rich soils, rain and sunshine, created a one

acre prairie with 20 prairie wildflower and
3 native prairie short grass species planted
in November of 2018. Growth this spring
has been phenomenal and plants were
blooming by late May. There are weeds of
course and there always will be for a
while, but in a few years of seasonal
growth, the prairie will thicken and most
weed species will lose their competitive
edge, leaving a lush prairie growth.
Typically, prairies need to be burned as
lightning storms started the fires in early
days, and Salem’s prairie will also be
burned if the city allows it; but for the first
year or two, it will just be mowed as high
as possible in late fall to help scatter the
seeds and reduce the growth of weeds and
woody plant growth.
Please take the time to leisurely walk
down the grass path through the center of
the new prairie and view the ever
changing flowers through the coming
seasons; we believe that something will
always be in bloom. The butterflies,
including the Monarchs, are already flitting
about, a few rabbits have taken shelter
and the bird numbers are growing. There
is a bench under the shade of a nice maple
tree if you would like to take your shoes
off and sit a spell. The path leads to the
already established flower gardens toward
the back of our property where other
benches are available to relax and take in
the beauty and various aromas of those
plants.
We need to thank our prairie developers,
Mike Beaton and Kory Thomas; our prairie
maintenance helpers, Mark and Kathy
Simonson, Sandy Minger, Wilma Livermore
and Tim King; our bird house/bird feeder
builder Hap Junge; and our lawn mowing
volunteers Mark Simonson and Gary
Briesemeister. (By Mark Minger)
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July 2019
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3

4

5

6

9:30 AM Prayer Room

10 AM Wednesday
Morning Bible Study

12 PM Recreation for
Seniors

Independence Day

8 AM UM Men’s
Breakfast

Church Offices Closed

12:30 PM Options of
Linn County

7

8

9 AM Worship (Modern)

12 PM Recreation for
Seniors
6 PM Women’s Small
Group

10 AM Fellowship
10:15 AM Salem
Sing-a-long
11 AM Worship
(Traditional)

9

10

11

12

10 AM Wednesday
Morning Bible Study

9:30 AM UMW Sarah
Circle Meeting
12 PM Recreation for
Seniors
12:30 PM Options of
Linn County

1 PM UMW Rachel
Circle Meeting

13

______________________________Summer Games University youth camp at Grinnell______________________________
14
9 AM Worship (Modern)
10 AM Fellowship
10:15 AM Salem
Sing-a-long
11 AM Worship
(Traditional)
12:30 PM Women’s Care
Group

15
Forecaster
articles due to
Church Office

16

17

18

9:30 AM Prayer Room

12:00 PM Golden Links

12 PM Recreation for
Seniors
12:30 PM Options of
Linn County

5:15 PM Leadership
Board

19

20

12 PM Recreation for
Seniors

_______________________________________Vacation Bible School 8-11 AM_______________________________________
21

22

9 AM Worship (Modern)
10 AM Fellowship

12 PM Recreation for
Seniors

23

24

25

10 AM Wednesday
Morning Bible Study

9:30 AM Days for Girls
Workshop
12 PM Recreation for
Seniors
12:30 PM Options of
Linn County

10:15 AM Salem
Sing-a-long
11 AM Worship
(Traditional)

26

27

3:30 PM Salem Servants
Serve Green Square
Meals

28

29

30

31

9 AM Worship (Modern)
10 AM Fellowship

12 PM Recreation for
Seniors

12:30 PM Cards and
Fellowship

10 AM Wednesday
Morning Bible Study
6 PM Church in Our
Backyard

10:15 AM Salem
Sing-a-long
11 AM Worship
(Traditional)
4 PM Salem Son Seekers

Salem Office hours:
Monday—Thursday
9 AM to 4 PM
(closed holidays)
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Worship in July — Ordinary Time
In July we continue Ordinary Time, that is, we’re not celebrating either of the two main
worship cycles, Advent/Christmas/Epiphany or Lent/Easter/Pentecost. During Ordinary
Time, the scripture readings do not intentionally relate together. Rather, we follow a
continuous or semi-continuous track of scripture readings and they all stand on their
own. Therefore, even though we will read the Old Testament, New Testament, and
Gospel reading each week, they do not relate to one another intentionally.
While lectionaries (appointed scripture readings for worship) are ancient, however, the
revitalization of the current lectionary is usually traced back to the Second Vatican
Council: “The treasures of the Bible are to be opened up more lavishly, so that richer
fare may be provided for the faithful at the table of God’s Word. In this way a more
representative portion of the holy Scriptures will be read to the people over a set cycle
of years” (The Documents of Vatican II, Walter Abbott, ed. [Piscataway, N.J.: New
Century, 1974], p. 155).
The liturgical color for Ordinary Time is green, symbolizing growth in Christ. Come and
worship!
July 7

Ordinary Time
2 Kings 5:1-14
Psalm 30
Galatians 6:1-16
Luke 10:1-11, 17-20
Holy Communion

July 28 Ordinary Time
Hosea 1:2-10
Psalm 85
Colossians 2:6-19
Luke 11:1-13

Sundays
9 AM—Modern

The Healing of Naaman
Thanksgiving for Recovery from Grave Illness
Bear One Another’s Burdens
The Mission of the Seventy

July 14 Ordinary Time — Camp Sunday
Amos 7:7-17
Vision of a Plumb Line
Psalm 82
A Plea for Justice
Colossians 1:1-14
Paul Thanks God for the Colossians
Luke 10:25-37
The Parable of the Good Samaritan
July 21 Ordinary Time
Amos 8:1-12
Psalm 52
Colossians 1:15-28
Luke 10:38-42
Holy Communion

Come and Worship!

A Famine on the Land
Judgement on the Deceitful
The Supremacy of Christ
Jesus Visits Mary and Martha

The Family of Hosea
Prayer for the Restoration of God’s Favor
Fullness of Life in Christ
Lord, Teach Us to Pray

11 AM—Traditional
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July Birthdays and Anniversaries
Birthdays:
1 Angela Stransky
3 Bud Carnahan
3 Orrin Ward
3 Nancy Rawson
5 Nate Houstman
6 Stephanie Meyer
7 Dave Clark
12 Diane Talbott
12 Warren Holst
12 Cooper Thomas
13 Scott Shaffer
15 Charles Martinec
17 Donna Borntrager
18 Peggy Rosenkranz
21 Fran Martinec
21 Jacob Hansen
22 Christine Mudanya
26 Marilyn Schade

Anniversaries:
3 Orrin & Marilyn Ward
5 Jeff & Melinda Gipple
8 John & Carol Thompson
10 Gene & Sue Mihal
19 Dave & Deb Fritz
21 Mark & Sandy Minger
24 Gary & Roberta Sweet

Salem Servants
Where are you serving outside the
church? This is a great way to make a
difference in the world. Salem Servants
are serving at Green Square Meals at
the Ecumenical Community Center
every first and fourth Thursday of the
month (Not serving on July 4, only July
25) at 3:30 PM. Contact Linda Curson
at lcurson@me.com or (319) 651-8029
to help serve.

Summer Games University Camp
Worship together and spend time with
Jesus, play hard and develop
relationships… these are just a few
things you (or your teen) will experience
at Summer Games University Camp
2019. It’s approaching quickly, July 8-12,
held at the Grinnell College campus. SGU
is for youth who have completed 6th
through 12th grades. A few of our youth
from Salem are attending this camp.
Registration and additional information
can be found at sgu.camp.
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Mission Focus: UMCOR School Kits
After hurricanes, volcanoes, floods or
other natural disasters in the United
States, many families need school kits to
start the upcoming school year.
The Mission Team has decided to
continue to put school supplies in 2
gallon baggies instead of the cloth
handmade bags. The Salem Mission
Team’s goal is to have enough school
supplies to make 200 school kits this
summer. Help our church meet this
goal! School sales start in July, so keep
an eye out for those store adds in the
newspaper and the Penny Saver. If you
have any questions, please contact Joni
Salazar at (319) 573-3943.
Inside a 2 gallon size baggie include:


3 spiral notebooks (wide ruled only)



1 eraser



1 round tip (blunt) scissors



1 pencil sharpener

Joni Salazar



1 metric ruler



1 box of 12 colored pencils



6 unsharpened pencils



1 box of 24 crayons



$2 for shipping

(There are changes again this year with
the UMCOR School kits. Please notice
that Midwest Missions do not have
loose leaf paper on the list and they
added colored pencils.)

HEIFER International would like to thank
you for your support. (Lenten offering
and feeding the cow weekly with
quarters.)

So far, we have collected 45 Hygiene
Kits. All the Hygiene Kits and School Kits
will be given to families in the United
States. We will continue to collect these
kits until the Ingathering in November.
Drop them off anytime at the church
over in the Mission Center.

The past two years have been absolutely
transformative for Wheybrow
Mwampashi and his family, who live in
one of Tanzania’s poorest regions. None
of it would’ve been possible without
your ongoing, generous support. For
this, we’re so, so grateful.
Thanks to your incredibly generous
support, Wheybrow and his family are
thriving and well on their way to
achieving economic security, but their
dream has always been about more than
just having a roof over their heads and
extra money in their pockets. It’s about
providing a brighter future for the next
generation.
Today, Wheybrow and his wife can
finally afford to nourish both of their
children physically and mentally.
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United Methodist Women

Doris Holst, President

Sarah Circle will meet on Thursday, July
11, at 9:30 AM in Fellowship Hall.
Hostess is Chatty Lullmann. All women
are welcome to join. The lesson will be
“Women Rising Up.”
Rachel Circle will meet on Friday, July
12, at 1 PM in Fellowship Hall.

Women’s Care Group
The Women’s Care Group meets
monthly to encourage and care for one
another and to extend that care beyond
the walls of Salem. Please plan to join us
Sunday, July 14 at 12:30 PM in
Fellowship Hall. For more information
contact Susan Lillard at (319) 693-3797.

Women’s Tea Coordinators
The United Methodist Women are
looking for a coordinator/coordinators
to head up the Women's Advent Tea
on December 8, 2019. Anyone
interested, please contact Doris Holst
at (319) 396-6329 or (319) 270-4258.

Church-Wide Garage Sale October 3 & 4
The United Methodist Women have
begun planning our 2019 Church-Wide
Garage Sale being held on Thursday,
October 3 and Friday, October 4, in
Fellowship Hall. We would greatly
appreciate your donations of items to sell
with some exceptions. Please NO clothing
or furniture. Also NO baby cribs, car seats
or items that could have recalls
associated with them. The proceeds of
our sale go to UMW Mission projects in
our area. Thanking you in advance.
Questions, contact Fran Martinec at (319)
363-2619 or Deb Fritz at (231) 557-5984.

Page 8

United Methodist Men

Mark Minger

United Methodist Men’s Breakfast is
Saturday, July 6 at 8 AM in
Fellowship Hall. All men are invited for
fellowship and breakfast. Please make
your reservations by calling Jeff Cook at
(319) 393-9180.

Church Nametags
Church nametags will be ordered at
the beginning of each quarter. The
next order will be turned in July 8. If
you would like a nametag, please fill
out the brightly dotted envelope in the
pew pocket, and put it in the offering
basket. Questions, contact Percy
Caviness at (319) 396-6082.

Cards and Fellowship
Come and enjoy an afternoon with your
Christian friends! Cards and Fellowship
meets the last Tuesday of the month in
Fellowship Hall. Come at 12:30 PM for a
potluck, followed by devotions and
games, usually a hot UNO game, also
Royal Rummy and Kings in the Corner.
Everyone is welcome so invite friends
and relatives. The food is delicious! Love
to see you all!

Church in Our Backyard

What do you get when you combine a
picnic with friends and church? You get
"CHURCH IN OUR BACKYARD.” Everyone
is invited to come to Salem's backyard on
the last Wednesday of each month from
June through August for a great time of
fellowship, food, singing and devotions.

All you need to do is bring a lawn
chair, something you'd like to cook on
our grill, and a dish to share. We'll
supply drinks, plates and utensils.
Salem's "Grillmasters" will even do
the grilling for you! We eat in the
Youth Room which is easily accessed
using the church elevators--no need
to hike down to the lower level.
Grilling starts around 6 PM and
CHURCH IN OUR BACKYARD ends
around 7:30 PM. Dates are: July 31
and August 28. We hope to see you
there! Contact Tim King at (319) 3964857 for more information.
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All Golden Agers Welcome!
Golden Links will be meeting on
Wednesday, July 17 at 12 PM at
Pizza Ranch (2450 Westdale Drive SW).
Please join us! Call Josie Lanz (319) 3623859 or Judy Thomas (319) 390-6574 for
more information.

In Gratitude
Thank you to all of our Salem friends.
God Bless you for your kind expressions
of friendship, love and admiration. You
helped make our 60th Anniversary
truly memorable.
Peace and Blessings to everyone,
Frank and Pat Conrad

Thank you so much for the prayers,
cards, love and support during my recent
illness, surgery and recovery. I’m very
sure that the prayers sent my way
played a positive outcome in my
recovery. Thank you also for the hospital
visits from Pastor John, Dave Higdon and
Deb Black. It means so much to me.
Deb Hadenfeldt

Days for Girls Workshop
Days for Girls Workshop will meet on
Thursday, July 25 from 9:30 AM to noon.
Come and go whenever you wish. Some
sewing and other handwork to do.
Coffee is on! Moms, bring your
daughters to see what our hygiene kits
are all about! We have partnered with
the Cedar Rapids chapter and sent a
shipment of 72 kits to Rev. Dr. John Pena
in Nigeria. His wife is a nurse, and will
distribute the kits to girls in their area.
Days for Girls is world-wide. Check out
their website! Questions, contact Joan
Erbe at (319) 363-7498.

On Saturday, June 22, Salem partnered
with Time in a Bottle to host the 9th
Annual Cleaning Up Cancer Carnival.
The Outreach Team would like to thank
all who donated items and/or
volunteered their time for the Cleaning
Up Cancer Carnival! We couldn't do it
without you!

July 2019 Forecaster
3715 33rd Avenue SW
Cedar Rapids, Iowa 52404
319-362-6178
office@salemchurchcr.com
www.salemchurchcr.com

www.facebook.com/salem.cr

RETURN SERVICE
REQUESTED

Salem’s mission is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.
“connecting people, building community, transforming lives through Jesus”

Salem’s Sunday Morning Schedule (Summer)

9:00 AM
10:00 AM
11:00 AM

Modern Worship
Fellowship Time
Traditional Worship

Sanctuary
Fellowship Hall
Sanctuary

Nursery for infants through 4-year-olds is available on the Lower Level
during worship services and Sunday School.

Salem Office hours: Monday—Thursday 9 AM to 4 PM
(closed standard holidays)

