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Forecaster 
Reentry Update and Resources 

A Letter from Bishop Laurie Haller 
(May 27, 2020)  

 
“I greet you in the precious name of 
our Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ. 
In just a few short days we will be 
celebrating Pentecost Sunday. The 
Greek word pentecoste means 
"fiftieth day" and marks the time 
when the Holy Spirit came upon the 
apostles and others assembled in 
Jerusalem, marking the birth of the 
church. For many of us, the “fiftieth 
day” also marks our time away from 
in-person worship since the 
disruption in all areas of our lives 
caused by this global pandemic. Since 
March, the Iowa Crisis Response 
Team and the Appointive Cabinet 
have turned to specialists in the field 
of infectious disease to chart a course 
that privileges lives over every other 
consideration. 
 
“We used that measure as we 
weighed when to suspend work at 
the Conference Center, when to 
advise our congregations to refrain 
from in-person worship, and most 
recently in crafting the Reentry Plan 
for the Iowa Conference. The plan 
and additional resources can be 
found on the IAUMC Website, 
including Guidelines, Checklist for  
Re-entry, FAQ's, and more: https://
www.iaumc.org/123churchreentry  
 

“I, along with the full Cabinet and 
Crisis Response Team, recommend 
that if you live in a county that 
continues to see an increase, is 
maintaining, or is just beginning to 
see a slight decrease in COVID-19 
cases, the local churches in that 
county should continue to conduct 
virtual worship and refrain from  
in-person gathering until it is clearly 
safe to do so.” 
 
The day before we received the 
bishop’s communication, the 
Leadership Board made the decision 
to continue refraining from in-person 
worship for the month of June. We 
will continue to worship online, 
offering DVDs as well as printed 
sermons and prayers to those who 
are unable to connect digitally. This 
time gives us the opportunity to 
continue asking the questions, What 
does this make possible? How can we 
be the church in this time when the 
church has left the building? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

due to the COVID-19 pandemic  

there will continue to be  

no in-person worship during June  

https://iaumc-email.brtapp.com/!LiOZ8oiZujg8kQZSqZDMtRprXvMEPNG2pZviXxi+Kh8fjAaqv3Ve51TvSRkTyl4WM
https://iaumc-email.brtapp.com/!LiOZ8oiZujg8kQZSqZDMtRprXvMEPNG2pZviXxi+Kh8fjAaqv3Ve51TvSRkTyl4WM


Page 2 
The Church Isn’t Closed 

I am excited about the ways the people of 
Salem are reaching out, actively caring for 
one another. I am amazed by your 
offerings, as the people of Salem along 
with those who have connected with us 
more recently financially support the 
ministry of this congregation. 

At this point, our biggest desire moving 
forward is figuring out how to bring people 
in the church and community together in 
small groups. These gatherings could be 
digital (e.g. on Zoom) or in-person (e.g. 
less than ten physically distanced in the 
parking lot). We could help create house 
churches, getting back to our Methodist 
roots. And if you are online, you can 
connect with others on Salem’s new 
Facebook Group. It’s different from our 
Page as anyone who is part of this closed 
group can post, beginning conversations 
with the rest of the group. It’s like a digital 
fellowship hall. 

We’re also very interested in how the 
people of Salem are serving, doing good in 
the name of Jesus in the world. That could 
be with a neighbor next door or a larger 
mission. As a congregation we continue to 
support a mission each month. We’d love 
to hear from you. Staff continues to work 
at home and at the church office as 
necessary.  

At the beginning of the book of Acts, a 
persecution broke out against those first 
Christians in Jerusalem. That persecution 
had the effect of driving most of the 
Christians out into the surrounding world 
which spread the good news about Jesus 
farther into the world. 

Today, it’s not persecution but the 
coronavirus, driving us out of our building 
and farther into the world. Perhaps this 
novel coronavirus has awakened a 
sleeping giant, engaging an army of God’s 
people sent further into the world to be 
the church. 

 

Grace and peace to you, 

John Louk 

About a week ago, President Trump 
declared houses of worship “essential” 
and demanded that governors allow 
worship services, provided they meet CDC 
guidelines. Of course, politicians have no 
authority over the Church. But more to 
the point, the Church never closed. A 
church that closes doesn’t exist any 
longer. That happens to thousands of 
churches each year. 

Salem isn’t closed. Salem has simply left 
the building where we gather. I know that 
it is a sacred space, but the reality is, a 
church is not the building. The church is 
the people, and we have been deployed. 

Napoleon, the emperor of France in the 
early 1800s, once pointed to a map of 
China and said, “There lies a sleeping 
giant. If it ever wakes up, it will be 
unstoppable.” Rick Warren from 
Saddleback Church in California said in his 
book, The Purpose Driven Church, that he 
believes the church is a sleeping giant. 
Each Sunday, church seats are filled with 
members who are doing nothing with 
their faith except “keeping it.” He goes on 
to say that a church’s true health is 
measured by its sending capacity rather 
than its seating capacity. (p. 365) 

Our buildings may sit empty, but the body 
of Christ is just as active if not more so. 
We have taken major steps forward, using 
technology to share Jesus with the world. 
We have learned a lot and will continue to 
learn and adapt. Soon, our staff will be 
offering prayer and music live each week, 
perhaps on Tuesdays and Thursdays. 
Digital is here to stay. 

I know we have persons who can’t wait to 
get back to in-person worship and are not 
as engaged with our online worship. But 
we also have reached many new people 
digitally, and I have heard from Salem 
members who are engaged with online 
worship and may even prefer that when 
it’s possible to gather in-person again. In 
many ways, moving forward we will be a 
digital church with a physical presence. 

 

The 

Church 

Has Left 

the  

Building  

John Louk, Pastor 



In June we conclude our 50 day Easter season and fully enter into the season after 
Pentecost, which is simply called Ordinary Time. This season begins the day after 
Pentecost (June 1) and ends the day before the First Sunday of Advent (November 28), 
essentially half the year. 
 
Our summer worship series will focus on scripture readings from the first book of the 
Bible. “Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your 
father’s house to the land that I will show you. I will make of you a great nation, and I 
will bless you, and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing…in you all the 
families of the earth shall be blessed.” (Genesis 12:1-3) 
 
All worship services in June are offered online only. Go to www.facebook.com/salem.cr 
for our Live Video at 9:20 AM. You can also access our worship videos at 
www.salemchurch.life or at salemchurcr.com. If you need or prefer, just let us know 
and we will provide you with a DVD or a paper copy of the sermon and prayers. 

 
Because our bishop has given us permission, we will share in Holy Communion online 
the first and third Sundays as usual. You are invited wherever you are watching to 
gather some bread and juice, if you have it. It’s fine if you only have bread. For 
centuries bread alone was used. Come and worship! 
  
June 7 Trinity Sunday (also Peace with Justice Sunday) 

Genesis 1:1–2:4a Six Days of Creation and the Sabbath 
Psalm 8   Divine Majesty and Human Dignity 
2 Corinthians 13:11–13 Trinitarian Benediction 
Matthew 28:16–20 The Commissioning of the Disciples 
Luke 4:18-19  (Peace with Justice Sunday) 
Holy Communion 
 

June 14 Genesis: The Beginning of Our Story 
Genesis 18:1–15 (21:1-7) A Son Promised to Abraham and Sarah (The Birth of 
Isaac) 
 

June 21 Genesis: The Beginning of Our Story 
Genesis 21:8–21 Hagar and Ishmael Sent Away 
Holy Communion 
 

June 28 Genesis: The Beginning of Our Story 
Genesis 22:1–14 The Command to Sacrifice Isaac  
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Summer Worship Series — Genesis: The Beginning of Our Story 

Come and Worship! 

Sundays  

9:20 AM—Online 

 

http://www.facebook.com/salem.cr
http://www.salemchurch.life
http://salemchurcr.com


Birthdays: 
6     Mia Frame 
7 Louis Busch 
8 Kathy Wickham 
8 Keeton Oltman 
9 Donna Sanders 
11 Morgan Studt 
11   Emerson Bergmann 
11 Addie Rand 
11 Simon Vieira 
13 Max Burrier 
14 Shelly Johnson 
14 Bill Lefebure 
15 Paul Meyer 
16 Delores McKenzie 
17 Heidi Pankey 
18 Hap Junge 
21 Karen Beltramea 
24 Charlie Thomas 
25   Tim Schilling 
27 Larry Janda 
28 Linda Curson 
29 Westley Ellis 
30 Jim Carver 
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June Birthdays and Anniversaries 

 
Anniversaries: 
1 Kyle & Dolores Cross 
6 Frank & Pat Conrad 
7 Richard & Heidi Pankey 
9 Jim & Percy Caviness 
9 Dave & Dorothy Higdon 
13 Dave & Ginnie Clark 
17   Harold & Patty Wischmeyer 
20 John & Joy Louk 
20 Bob & Grace Thompson 
23 Dave & Cheryl Davis 
29 Troy & Kelly Bergmann 
29 Gary & Gayle Kennedy 

Connecting with One Another 

As we continue our physical distancing due to the COVID-19 pandemic, we have 
persons in the church intentionally making phone calls to connect with church 
members. Of course, even more people are doing that simply on their own because 
that’s who we are as the church! If you need any help or support, you are welcome 
to contact the church at (319) 362-6178 or office@salemchurchcr.com or contact 
Pastor John directly at (319) 538-5145 or johnlouk@salemchurchcr.com.  
Additionally, our Staff would be delighted to connect with you. Go to 
www.salemchurch.life/staff and send an email to the person with whom you’d like 
to connect. Physical (social) distancing doesn’t have to mean social loneliness. 

Would You Like Sunday’s Sermon Mailed to You? 
For those who don’t have access to join us online for worship, Salem could mail a  
manuscript of Sunday’s sermon weekly and/or the Upper Room devotional  
bi-monthly. Just call the church office (319) 362-6178 to let us know. You will likely 
have to leave a message but we are monitoring the phone messages and mail  
regularly while the church office is closed because of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

mailto:office@salemchurchcr.com
mailto:johnlouk@salemchurchcr.com
http://www.salemchurch.life/staff
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Finance Update 

Thank you for your continued generosity to Salem. Giving for the month of April for Operating Expenses was $36,402; 
$10,902 over budgeted income. This giving has allowed us to build up a balance that will help support us through the  
upcoming months of uncertainty. We lag slightly behind in the funds needed to support our monthly mortgage and 
reduce our debt on the building. The leadership board has established a 6-month reserve requirement for our building 
fund. We are currently at 5.6 months. 

Salem Finance Update as of April 30, 2020 

  

Operating Income (Annual Giving): 

    Income to date $117,781 

    Budgeted Income to date   101,664 

    Amount Actual over/(under) Budget     15,785 

    

Operating Expenses   

    Expenses to date $ 85,062 

    Budgeted Expenses to date  102,122 

    Amount Actual over/(under) Budget  (17,060) 

    

Net Amount of Actual Income over Actual Expenses $ 32,719 

    

Building Fund   

    2020 year to date Income $26,057 

    2020 Mortgage payments (4 months @ $7,192.25)   28,769 

Net Amount Income over/(under) Expenses   (2,712) 

    

Building Fund Reserve amount (5.6 months) $40,448 

Invitation To Start New Groups 

Does it seem that it has been ages since we saw each other's smiling faces at Salem?  Now is a good time to start creating some 
new experiences where we can share in smaller groups of 10 or less. Here are some examples of things that might interest you:  
1--Small study groups which could meet online on Sundays or during the week. These could study Scriptures, Christian books or 
even the most recent sermon. 2--Parking Lot gatherings of small numbers, which would be able to socially distance and also  
allow people to fellowship and share. 3--In home gatherings where people could gather together for worship, study or  
fellowship. You could call some friends and have them come to your house. 4--Small Group events at public places and  
businesses. Gather a group to meet responsibly for coffee at a local place and share some things.  
 

Are you interested in participating in or leading some form of small group which might meet in person or online? And, specifically, 
what kinds of study, discussion or fellowship are you interested in? My goal is to help organize some new groups. Please consider 
joining one or more groups, or even start a group yourself. I'll be glad to hear from you and to help you get something going.  
Questions? Contact Tim King at t.king@salemchurchcr.com, timannancy@msn.com or phone (319) 396-4857. 
 

Our connections with each other and to Jesus are so important. A portion of Hebrews 10:24 -25 says "Let us hold unswervingly to 
the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful. 24 And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and 
good deeds, 25 not giving up meeting together..." 
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Mission Focus: HACAP                                                           Joni Salazar 

The mission team has decided to change 
the June mission focus to give our own 
community some direct assistance during 
this pandemic. Hawkeye Area Community 
Action Program, Inc. (HACAP) began  
service for Linn County in 1965 to provide 
services, assistance, and other activities to 
help eliminate poverty. Today, HACAP  
provides a variety of anti-poverty programs 
and collaborates with community partners 
to serve individuals and families within this  
seven-county region. 
 
HACAP communicated that their services 
have increased 160% in April compared to 
their monthly average. In 2019, their 
monthly average of food given to needy 
people within this seven county region was 
767,000 pounds. In April alone, they gave 
1.3 million pounds of food to the same  
regions. They are always thankful for food 
donations but they are requesting for more 
money donations at this time. HACAP can 

buy six pounds of food for $1.00 so they 
are able to buy more items than we 
could at the store. Many people are  
having a difficult time during this  
pandemic in the world. Let’s assist our 
parishioners, neighbors and our  
community! 
 
We will be receiving a special mission  
offering this month. If giving by text, 
code is HACAP. Questions? Contact  
Joni Salazar at (319) 573-3943 or  
kenwvol@crschools.us.   

Congratulations, Graduates!  

Please join us in congratulating and rejoicing with these two outstanding high school 
graduates, Grace Archambeau and Max Schilling, and their families, who are a part of  
our Salem family.  

Grace Archambeau, daughter of Jim and 
Erin Archambeau, is graduating from  
Kennedy High School. She will be attending 
Iowa State University in the fall for  
Software Engineering.  

Max Schilling, son of Tim and Amy  
Schilling, is graduating from Jefferson High 
School. He plans to enter the workforce 
after graduation.  
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Report of the Leadership Board                       Meeting Notes 5-26-2020 

Due to social distancing restrictions with the COVID-19 
pandemic, the Salem Leadership Board met off site via 
Zoom at 5:30 PM. Due to some technical issues, the 
meeting began at 6:10 pm. Those attending the virtual 
meeting were Troy Bergmann, Brian Schooley, Amy 
Schilling, Don Kamara, Dave Davis, Donna Sanders,  
Jeremy Hague, Billie Shaffer, Linda Curson, and Pastor 
John. 

Budget & Stewardship - Linda Curson was present to 
give an update on Salem’s finances. April giving  
exceeded January's giving at $11,000 more than  
budget. Year to date, Salem has just over $32,000  
income over budget putting us in a good position  
entering summer and with continued online  
worship. Linda is marking PPP (Payroll Protection  
Program loan) expenses on a new line item to track 
their use. Salem used $3,800 in PPP money in April and 
Salem will see no salary expenses for May because all 
salaries will be paid through this loan. PPP loan will run 
out in mid-June and process will begin to have the loan 
forgiven. The Building Fund is holding at a 5.6 month 
reserve. Linda will be providing a summary in the  
Forecaster as well.  

Trustees -  No action items for consideration. Several 
maintenance and groundskeeping projects took place. 
A garage roof vent was installed to mitigate risk of 
fumes from mowers and gas cans. The toilet in the 
women’s main bathroom was repaired. Parking space 
stripes were repainted in the parking lot and trees 
around the grounds have been trimmed. A privacy 
fence was added around the dumpster. The Board 
would like to thank Mark Minger and Billie Shaffer for 
donating materials for the privacy fence. 

SPRC - The Board approved registration for Julie 
Lefebure for training from Pro Church Tools which will 
equip her and provide resources for our digital future. 

Additional Items: The bulk of the meeting the Board 
discussed refraining from in-person worship and 
reentry strategy. At this time, the Board has decided to 
continue to hold online worship only for the month of 
June due to conditions remaining at Level 3 (Red Light 
Level). These levels have been established by the Iowa 
Conference and more information can be found on 
their website at https://
www.iaumc.org/123churchreentry. During the month 
of June, the Board will determine if Salem can move to 

Level 2:Yellow Light Status 
and consider holding  
in-person worship. There are 
many protocols that will 
need to be established for 
Level 2 such as using masks, 
consideration of singing and 
sung responses, no  
fellowship time, and  
distancing within the church. 
To assist in helping people 
stay connected, the staff are 
putting together several  
mid-week programs  
including prayer and music. 
Additionally, the staff will begin looking at options to 
gather small groups of people either inside or outside of 
the church. 

Next Meeting: The Board will meet again on June, 16 
at 5:30 PM 

Meeting Adjourned at 7:35 PM 

https://www.iaumc.org/123churchreentry
https://www.iaumc.org/123churchreentry


 

 

    9:20 AM  Online Worship    

     www.facebook.com/salem.cr  
     www.salemchurch.life 
     www.salemchurchcr.com 
 
 

  Church Office closed in June 

 

June 2020 Forecaster 

3715 33rd Avenue SW 

Cedar Rapids, Iowa 52404 
 

319-362-6178 

office@salemchurchcr.com 

www.salemchurchcr.com 

www.facebook.com/salem.cr 

salemchurch.life  

RETURN SERVICE  

    REQUESTED  

Salem’s Sunday Morning Schedule (Online Worship Only) 

Salem’s mission is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 

“connecting people, building community, transforming lives through Jesus” 


