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Cleaning Up Cancer Carnival June 22
This is making a difference
in the world!
Salem is once again partnering with
Time in a Bottle for the Cleaning Up
Cancer Carnival on Saturday, June 22,
11 AM-4 PM, hosted at Salem. Time
in a Bottle is a non-profit organization
that provides precious “time” to
families battling cancer, undergoing
chemotherapy, or any other terminal
illness that requires multiple hours
away from home and family. They do
this by giving five free cleans from
the company, Absolutely Clean.
Salem not only hosts the event, we
serve that day to help transform the
world. That’s why Time in a Bottle is a
great community partner. They clean
to make a difference. Their goal is not
only to give families a great clean,
but more importantly, to give them
the gift of time so that families
battling an illness together don’t have
to worry about chores. Our Outreach
Team is inviting all of us to support
this fun day and make a difference.
Here are some examples of the
different ways you can help:
Donate baked goods for the event,
donate items/services for the silent
auction, assist with set up the day
before/of the event, serve at a game/
activity booth, assist with parking,
serve as a Salem greeter, or assist
with tear down/clean up after the
event.

Be sure to invite your friends and
family to join us at this amazing
event! Admission is free. There will
be games, dunk tank, petting zoo,
inflatables, rides, face painting,
vendors, funnel cakes and “carnival
food,” silent auction, bake sale,
music/entertainment, and more! This
is a community event, affiliated with
the Cedar Rapids Freedom Festival,
and designed to be fun and
affordable for families. Tickets/
wristbands are available for purchase
for participation in the various fun
activities. All proceeds go towards
cleaning a healthy home for families
that are battling cancer or other life
threatening illnesses. Please contact
the Outreach Team leader, Kassey
Foster, at (319) 429-5774 or
kasseyfitness@gmail.com for more
information. You can also sign up
online at salemchurch.life.

•Worship in June —
Pentecost
•Matthew 25 Transform
Week: June 24-28
•Mission Focus:
Matthew 25

•Church in Our
Backyard
•Leadership Board
Report
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How’s Your Heart?
Our Leadership Board and Staff have been
having fruitful conversations about how
we’ve been losing young families and not
reaching new young families or younger
persons in general. In the midst of looking at
persons beyond the church and why they
don’t participate, it’s helpful to examine
ourselves who are a part of the church and
why we do participate. This is something
John Wesley, the founder of the Methodist
movement, discovered in his own life.

John Louk, Pastor

Have you
been to
Aldersgate?

When Wesley was at Oxford, he insisted that
the members of the Holy Club be disciplined
in their study, prayer, and good works.
Wesley called these practices the Means of
Grace (worship, reading scripture, receiving
Holy Communion, prayer, Christian
conversation, and doing good). That is, they
are the primary ways in which we receive
God’s grace. He realized something
important, though. These time-honored
traditions weren’t enough.
That became even more clear when he
traveled to America on a missionary journey.
Wesley went to Georgia in 1735-1737 to
minister to the colonists and Native
Americans. Bishop William Willimon tells the
story in his book Why I Am a United
Methodist. It was a painful journey for
himself as well as for the colonists he went
to serve. Disheartened he headed back to
England.
On the way back from his frustrating
missionary journey to Georgia, in 1738, the
unhappy Mr. Wesley met the Moravians, a
German pietistic sect which stressed the
need for an inner, personal assurance of
salvation. Their firm, assured faith reminded
Wesley of how uncertain was his own faith.
While still off the coast of England on his way
home from Georgia, Wesley wrote in his
journal, “I went to America to convert
others, but who shall convert me?”
Wesley’s personal assurance of salvation was
to come a few months later in London in May
1738 (just three days after his brother
Charles reported a “strange palpitation of
the heart” on Pentecost which enlivened his
faith). John now felt that he met the criteria
for being a “true Christian” which had been
set by his Moravian friends. Here is his
account of his life-changing, heartwarming
experience:
“In the evening I went very unwillingly to a
society in Aldersgate Street, where one was

reading Luther’s preface to the Epistle to the
Romans. About a quarter before nine, while
he was describing the change which God
works in the heart though faith in Christ, I felt
my heart strangely warmed. I felt I did trust
in Christ, Christ alone for salvation. And an
assurance was given me, that he had taken
away my sins, even mine, and saved me from
the law of sin and death” (Journal, May 24,
1738).
After his Aldersgate experience, Wesley
realized, like the Moravians, that until one
has experienced personal, heartfelt
assurance of salvation, one is only an “almost
Christian.” In order to be a real Christian one
had to have an inner, heartfelt experience of
the saving grace of God.
Benton Johnson, a sociologist from the
University of Oregon, has researched the
decline of mainline churches. He discovered
the single best predictor of church
participation turned out to be whether
persons held the orthodox Christian belief
that they can be saved only through Jesus
Christ.1 If people don’t believe that, they
often fall away from the church.
While John Wesley would agree he’d say it’s
not just about believing that, it’s about
experiencing that. Having an inner, heartfelt
experience that one’s sins are forgiven makes
all the difference. Experiencing salvation (the
wholeness and completeness of life) here
and now as well as when we die keeps
persons connected to the church because
they not only believe it but they know it’s the
truth.
In our worship series, Witness, we’ve heard
how the first Christians shared that story of
salvation in Jesus Christ with others, and the
church grew. They believed Jesus saves us
because they experienced it when the Holy
Spirit was poured upon them.
Here’s the thing. If we’re going to reach
unchurched persons, we can only lead people
to a place where we’ve been.
So how’s your heart? Have you been to
Aldersgate? Have you experienced a
personal, heartfelt assurance of salvation in
Jesus Christ? If you have, are you
contagiously sharing that with others? If you
haven’t, please, let me know if you’d like to
talk or pray.
Grace and peace to you,
John Louk
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June 2019
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

2 7th Sunday of Easter

3

4

5

6

7

1

Ascension Sunday
9 AM Worship (Modern)

12 PM Recreation for
Seniors

9:30 AM Prayer Room

10 AM Wednesday
Morning Bible Study

8:30 AM Foster
Grandparent Program
Meeting
12 PM Recreation for
Seniors

9:30 AM Staff Meeting

10 AM Fellowship
11 AM Worship
(Traditional)

9 Day of Pentecost
Food Bank Sunday
9 AM Worship (Modern)

12:30 PM Mission Team
12:30 PM Options of
Linn County
3:30 PM Salem Servants
Serve Green Square
Meals

10

11

13

14

15

9:30 AM UMW Sarah
Circle Meeting
12 PM Recreation for
Seniors
12:30 PM Options of
Linn County

1 PM UMW Rachel
Circle Meeting
6 PM Overnight Guests
(college students)

2 PM Kaeli Knapp's
Birthday Party

18

19

20

21

22

9:30 AM Prayer Room

10 AM Wednesday
Morning Bible Study

12 PM Recreation for
Seniors
12:30 PM Options of
Linn County
5 PM UM Men’s
Strawberry Festival

10 AM Cleaning up
Cancer Carnival Set up
1 PM UMW Executive
Meeting

11 AM Cleaning up
Cancer Carnival

28

29

——- Annual ——Conference

——- Annual ——Conference

17
Forecaster
articles due to
Church Office

10 AM Fellowship
10:15 AM Outreach Team
Meeting
11 AM Worship
(Traditional)

12 PM Recreation for
Seniors

23

24

25

26

27

9 AM Worship (Modern)
10 AM Fellowship

12 PM Recreation for
Seniors

12:30 PM Cards and
Fellowship

10 AM Wednesday
Morning Bible Study
6 PM Church in Our
Backyard

9:30 AM Days for Girls
Workshop
12 PM Recreation for
Seniors
12:30 PM Options of
Linn County

10:15 AM Outreach Team
Meeting
11 AM Worship
(Traditional)
4 PM Salem Son Seekers

——- Annual ——Conference

10 AM Wednesday
Morning Bible Study

11 AM Worship
(Traditional)
12:30 PM Women’s Care
Group
——- Annual ——Conference

8

12

12 PM Recreation for
Seniors

10 AM Fellowship

16 Trinity Sunday
(Father’s Day)
9 AM Worship (Modern)

8 AM UM Men’s
Breakfast

12:00 PM Golden Links

3:30 PM Salem Servants
Serve Green Square
Meals

30
9 AM Worship (Modern)
10 AM Fellowship

Salem Office hours:

11 AM Worship
(Traditional)

Monday—Thursday
9 AM to 4 PM
(closed holidays)
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Worship in June — Pentecost
In June we conclude the series Witness, celebrate Pentecost, and begin Ordinary Time.
Pentecost is one of the biggest celebrations in the Church, along with Christmas and Easter.
The Day of Pentecost is the fiftieth and last day of the Easter Season, celebrating the gift of
the Holy Spirit to the Church.
Ordinary Time begins the day after Pentecost and ends the day before the First Sunday of
Advent. It may include twenty three to twenty eight Sundays, depending on the date of
Easter, but the first Sunday is always Trinity Sunday, and the last Sunday is always Christ the
King.
Scripture readings during the Advent/Christmas/Epiphany and Lent/Easter/Pentecost cycles
all relate together based on the calendar. During Ordinary Time, the scripture readings do
not relate together intentionally. Rather, we begin to follow a continuous or semicontinuous track of scripture readings and the Old Testament, Gospel, and Epistle readings
all stand on their own.
The liturgical color for Ordinary Time is green, symbolizing growth in Christ, though white is
the customary color for Trinity Sunday, All Saints, and Christ the King Sunday. Come and
worship!
June 2 Seventh Sunday of Easter (End of series Witness)
Acts 16:16-34
Paul and Silas in Prison
Psalm 97
The Lord Is King
Revelation 22:12-21
Jesus Is Coming Soon
John 17:20-26
Jesus Prays for His Disciples
Holy Communion
June 9 Pentecost
Acts 2:1-21
Psalm 104:24-34, 35b
Romans 8:14-17
John 14:8-17 (25-27)
June 16 Trinity Sunday
Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31
Psalm 8
Romans 5:1-5
John 16:12-15
Holy Communion

The Coming of the Holy Spirit
When God Sends the Spirit
Life in the Spirit
The Promise of the Holy Spirit

Wisdom’s Part in Creation
Humans Made a Little Lower than the Divine Beings
The Work of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit in Our Lives
The Work of the Spirit from the Son and the Father

June 23 Ordinary Time
1 Kings 19:1-15a
Psalm 42
Galatians 3:23-29
Luke 8:26-39

Elijah Flees from Jezebel
Longing for God and His Help in Distress
The Purpose of the Law
Jesus Heals the Gerasene Demoniac

June 30 Ordinary Time
2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14
Psalm 77:1-2, 11-20
Galatians 5:1, 13-25
Luke 9:51-62

Elijah Ascends to Heaven
God’s Mighty Deeds Recalled
The Fruit of the Spirit
A Samaritan Village Refuses to Receive Jesus

Come and Worship!
Sundays
9 AM—Modern
11 AM—Traditional
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June Birthdays and Anniversaries
Birthdays:
6 Mia Frame
7 Louis Busch
8 Kathy Wickham
8 Keeton Oltman
9 Donna Sanders
11 Morgan Studt
11 Emerson Bergmann
11 Addie Rand
11 Simon Vieira
13 Max Burrier
14 Shelly Johnson
14 Bill Lefebure
15 Paul Meyer
16 Delores McKenzie
17 Heidi Pankey
18 Hap Junge
21 Karen Beltramea
24 Charlie Thomas
25 Tim Schilling
27 Larry Janda
28 Linda Curson
29 Westley Ellis
30 Jim Carver

Anniversaries:
1 Kyle & Dolores Cross
6 Frank & Pat Conrad
7 Richard & Heidi Pankey
9 Jim & Percy Caviness
9 Dave & Dorothy Higdon
13 Dave & Ginnie Clark
17 Harold & Patty Wischmeyer
20 John & Joy Louk
20 Bob & Grace Thompson
21 Don & Kay Feldmann
23 Dave & Cheryl Davis
29 Troy & Kelly Bergmann
29 Gary & Gayle Kennedy

Salem Servants
Where are you serving outside the
church? This is a great way to make a
difference in the world. Salem Servants
are serving at Green Square Meals at
the Ecumenical Community Center
every first and fourth Thursday of the
month (June 6 and 27) at 3:30 PM.
Contact Linda Curson at
lcurson@me.com or (319) 651-8029 to
help serve.

Annual Conference
Annual Conference, the yearly gathering of
Iowa United Methodists, occurs June 7-11 in
Des Moines. Troy Bergmann, our Leadership
Board Chair, is representing Salem along with
Pastor John, and Rev. Dave and Dorothy
Higdon are members of the Annual Conference
too. Pastor John and his daughter, Mara, are
playing in the band, providing gathering and
worship music throughout the conference.
You can keep up with what is happening at Annual Conference by checking out https://
ac2019.iaumc.org. You’ll also be able to access news items, announcements, photos, and
videos. Please pray for this annual gathering of United Methodists in Iowa.
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Mission Focus: Matthew 25

Joni Salazar

In 2006, two brothers began this
ministry. Matthew 25 helps strengthen
and elevate neighborhoods on the west
side of Cedar Rapids, Iowa. When those
neighbors needed help recovering from
the 2008 flood, Matthew 25 partnered
with other organizations to rebuild 25
blocks and renew their neighborhoods –
Block by Block.
Using their neighborhood
organizational and community
development skills, Matthew 25 has
grown today into a stable, committed
organization that is a leader in finding a
neighborhood’s potential and building
on it. Through volunteers, partners, and
contributors, our innovative programs
help people strengthen their own
communities.
In the summer Matthew 25 offers
summer camps in the garden. The kids
learn about how food is grown, create
snacks and a lunch using farm-fresh,
organic produce, learn cooking skills,
and find hidden ingredients around the
farm.

Matthew 25 also has a Tool Library. It
has a collection of tools and
miscellaneous supplies made
available to community members
and organizations to maintain and
improve their homes, gardens and
communities. Please consider helping
Matthew 25 by donating to their
different programs for housing and
neighborhoods or the summer camps.
They are always welcoming volunteers
throughout the year to help people and
communities. For more information or
to sign up go to www.hub25.org/
volunteer/.

Matthew 25 Transform Week: June 24-28
Make a big impact on a Cedar Rapids neighborhood during Transform Week. This annual
event brings together community volunteers to complete projects that make our
neighborhoods safer, healthier, and more attractive. For more information, go to
www.hub25.org/housing-neighborhoods/transform-week. If you will volunteer a couple
of hours or one day, contact Joni Salazar at (319) 573-3943 or jsalazar@cr.k12.ia.us.
This year we’re increasing from 18 projects to 22 projects and expanding from the Taylor
neighborhood to also include the Time Check neighborhood.
Our volunteers will be helping with a variety of projects such as:
• Light construction or repairs to fix up areas on the inside of a home
• Window or door replacement
• Painting or siding the outside of a home
• Cleaning out debris or unwanted items from a home
• Building handicap accessible ramps
• Replacing the roof of a home or garage
• Planting trees or flowers in public areas in the neighborhood
• Fixing up or painting a local playground or public space
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United Methodist Women

Doris Holst, President

Sarah Circle will meet on Thursday,
June 13, at 9:30 AM in Fellowship Hall.
Hostess is Marilyn Schade. The lesson
“Women Offering Belongingness.” The
objective is to study the biblical
women’s leadership in their house
churches and apply it to our
understanding of hospitality, especially
as it relates to our own homes and food.
Rachel Circle will meet on Friday, June
14, at 1 PM in Fellowship Hall.

Women’s Care Group
The Women’s Care Group meets
monthly to encourage and care for one
another and to extend that care beyond
the walls of Salem. Please plan to join us
Sunday, June 9 at 12:30 PM in
Fellowship Hall. For more information
contact Susan Lillard at (319) 693-3797.

Days for Girls Workshops
Days for Girls International gives girls
access to quality feminine hygiene by:
partnering with organizations to
distribute feminine hygiene kits,
raising awareness, and helping
communities around the world start
their own kit-making programs.
We will meet on Thursday, June 27 at
9:30 AM in Fellowship Hall. Some
sewing and non-sewing projects are
offered. Questions, contact Joan Erbe
at (319) 363-7498.

All Golden Agers Welcome!
Golden Links will be meeting on
Wednesday, June 19 at 12 PM at
Pizza Ranch (2450 Westdale Drive SW).
Please join us! Call Josie Lanz (319) 3623859 or Judy Thomas (319) 390-6574 for
more information.
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United Methodist Men

Mark Minger

United Methodist Men’s Breakfast is
Saturday, June 1 at 8 AM in
Fellowship Hall. All men are invited for
fellowship and breakfast. Please make
your reservations by calling Jeff Cook at
(319) 393-9180.
The United Methodist Men are
hosting a Strawberry Festival on
Thursday, June 20, from 5-7 PM in
Fellowship Hall! Come enjoy fresh
strawberries, ice cream, delicious
cake, coffee and juice.
Adults $6, Children 6-12 $3,
Children under 6 Free. All proceeds go
to missions.

Cards and Fellowship
Come and enjoy an afternoon with your
Christian friends! Cards and Fellowship
meets the last Tuesday of the month in
Fellowship Hall. Come at 12:30 PM for a
potluck, followed by devotions and
games, usually a hot UNO game, also
Royal Rummy and Kings in the Corner.
Everyone is welcome so invite friends
and relatives. The food is delicious! Love
to see you all!

Church in Our Backyard

What do you get when you combine a
picnic with friends and church? You get
"CHURCH IN OUR BACKYARD.” Everyone
is invited to come to Salem's backyard on
the last Wednesday of each month from
June through August for a great time of
fellowship, food, singing and devotions.

All you need to do is bring a lawn
chair, something you'd like to cook on
our grill, and a dish to share. We'll
supply drinks, plates and utensils.
Salem's "Grillmasters" will even do
the grilling for you! We eat in the
Youth Room which is easily accessed
using the church elevators--no need
to hike down to the lower level.
Grilling starts around 6 PM and
CHURCH IN OUR BACKYARD ends
around 7:30 PM. Dates are: June 26,
July 31, and August 28. We hope to
see you there! Contact Tim King at
(319) 396-4857 for more
information.
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In Gratitude
Thank you so very much for all of the
prayers, well wishes, beautiful cards,
and phone calls. It means so much to
know people care about me! The last
surgery came out benign! Praise God for
all of this. God works in wonderful ways
in our lives. Thank you to Dave Higdon
for his visit and Deb Black for her
beautiful prayers to us.
Very sincerely,

Grace Thompson

I want to extend my sincere thank you to
everyone who visited me while I was
recovering at Heritage Specialty Care.
Also, for all of your calls, prayers, and
other acts of kindness. I want to thank
the members of the Rachel Circle for
coming to my home for our May
meeting.
Doris Holst

Thank You Church Family!
I want to thank everyone for all the
cards, prayers, and visits I’ve received as
I’ve been recuperating from my surgery.
They have gotten me through each day.
It’s been a difficult journey. I have been
working hard with my therapists and
have made great progress physically.
However, I have a long way to go with
my eating ability and diet, so continued
prayer is appreciated. I am a perfect
example that God does answer prayers.
I wish God’s blessings on each of you.
We miss you all and hope to see you
soon.
In Christian Love,
Linda Jandik

Thank you to all who have prayed for us,
or donated items or monetary gifts as a
result of the multiple fires. This
continues to be a stressful experience
however, we feel God's love around us.
We welcome your continued prayers.
With much gratefulness,
Richard and Heidi Pankey
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Baptism
Peyton Quinn Tunis was baptized on
Sunday, May 5, at the 9 AM service.
Her parents are Jason and Jill Tunis,
and her siblings are Jason Jr. and
Harley. Peyton’s godparents are Adam
Clark and Whitney Pino.
Baptism is the initiation into the
church, the body of Christ. Welcome,
Peyton!

New Members
Salem received new members on three
Sundays in May. Eleven of the persons
who participated in Connecting Point
have taken the vows of membership and
are stepping up and helping take
responsibility for Salem.

Pictured above are (left to right):
Bill Lefebure, Julie Lefebure, Joyce Taylor,
Gary Wheeler, Gerry Wheeler, and Ray Burns

Pictured above are:
Nathan and Katie Monter

Pictured above are (left to right):
Wendy Cox, Phyllis Hodina, and Connie Warnell
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Report of the Leadership Board
Following the subcommittee meetings at 5:15, Board
meeting began at 5:35 PM, caring for one another,
celebrating God sightings, and praying. Those present
were Troy Bergmann, Don Kamara, Dave Davis, Dave
Clark, Carole Beaton, Billie Shaffer, Mark Minger,
Jeremy Hague, and Pastor John Louk.
Leadership Training - The Board continued with their
reading of the book Lasting Impact: 7 Powerful
Conversations That Will Help Your Church Grow by
Carey Nieuwhof. The Board discussed the second
conversation “How do we respond as people attend
church less often?” Nieuwhof identifies 11 reasons why
even committed church attenders are attending less
often and the Board discussed which of these they feel
are affecting Salem at this time. There was great
discussion about creating opportunities to attend Salem
in a more relaxed atmosphere as an “on ramp” to being
more engaged. The Board will continue to discuss these
issues as well as seek new and engaging opportunities
with the goal of creating disciples of Jesus.
Treasurer’s Report - Treasure Linda Curson was unable
to attend the meeting and a summary of Salem’s
finances was provided by the Stewardship Committee.
Currently Salem is approximately $14,000 over
expenses to income for 2019. The budget will continue
to be monitored by the Board.
Stewardship - Stewardship met with Pastor John and
Linda Curson to begin discussion regarding the fall
Capital Campaign and Annual Giving Campaign. They
are starting the process of looking at new and exciting
ways to transform how the church and individuals view
the role of money in connection with our life’s purpose
and the positive impact that transformation will have
on the world. Stewardship will meet again in early June.
Trustees - Spring clean-up has been rescheduled for
Wednesday evening May 29th from 5:30- 7:30 PM with
light supper provided. A second Wednesday will be
added if necessary. Trustees provided an update on
grounds keeping including: Prairie grass project is
growing well; We will be submitting an article with
pictures for the July newsletter; Planning to use extra
pavers to build a walking path from west side of
building to the garden; The new mower is working well
(team fully trained). Trees have been trimmed and we
will rent a woodchipper to convert to mulch; and one of
the back-up mowers requires a new belt (est. $36). The
Salem sign in the front of the church has been repaired.
Nesper Signs replaced a ballast and bulbs and power-

Meeting Notes 5-21-19
washed our lighted sign.
Nelson Electric will be
installing steeple lighting May
28-29 and will also be
repairing a ballast in
Fellowship Hall and a ground
fault issue in a kitchen outlet
(south wall). Trustees also
shared information regarding
the west outback building
and it’s plan moving forward.
More information will be
gathered by the Trustees
Committee regarding options
for keeping or removing the outback building.
SPRC - Heidi Pankey contacted Troy and Pastor John
and it’s time to design and print off birthday and
anniversary cards. The Board approved the design and
purchase of new cards as well as approve postage. SPRC
worked on finalizing questions to families with young
children and will be contacting families over the next
few weeks. Our main focus is what changes might be
needed to our children’s ministry. This will be a great
opportunity to promote summer Vacation Bible School
as well. Jodi Anderson has resigned as the Service
Coordinator but will continue as the Worship Coordinator. SPRC will be discussing how to best move forward
with the Service Coordinator position. Pastor John has
begun a job description for the pastor of Salem and
SPRC will finalize it and use it with Pastor John as part of
his annual review. SPRC will also conduct staff reviews
in July.
Support and Gratitude - Heidi Pankey contacted Pastor
John and has resigned her position on the Leadership
Board with great sadness. She certainly didn’t want to
but needs to step back to deal with the huge challenges
and burdens her family is facing from two restaurant
fires and one home fire. The Board would like to extend
our gratitude for Heidi’s service the past 2.5 years and
will continue to pray for her and her family.
Meeting adjourned at 7:55 with prayer.

June 2019 Forecaster
3715 33rd Avenue SW
Cedar Rapids, Iowa 52404
319-362-6178
office@salemchurchcr.com
www.salemchurchcr.com

www.facebook.com/salem.cr

RETURN SERVICE
REQUESTED

Salem’s mission is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.
“connecting people, building community, transforming lives through Jesus”

Salem’s Sunday Morning Schedule (Summer)

9:00 AM
10:00 AM
11:00 AM

Modern Worship
Fellowship Time
Traditional Worship

Sanctuary
Fellowship Hall
Sanctuary

Nursery for infants through 4-year-olds is available on the Lower Level
during worship services and Sunday School.

Salem Office hours: Monday—Thursday 9 AM to 4 PM
(closed standard holidays)

