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Forecaster 
In-Person and Pentecost 

  Salem gathered in-person  
to worship for the first time  

in more than a year  
 

On Sunday, April 25 just over 100 
people came to our first in-person 
worship gathering in more than a 
year, and there have been more than 
270 views online! This is a hybrid 
approach, offering both in-person 
and online worship, and it is our 
current and future plan. 
 
Our re-entry procedure includes 
meeting in-person every other week 
at first. Therefore, this Sunday,  
May 2, we’re not meeting in-person 
for worship. We will be online, 
premiering at 9:30 AM on all our 
channels. Because it’s the first 
Sunday of the month, however, we 
will offer Drive-Thru Holy 
Communion in the parking lot from 
11-11:30 AM. 
 
We’ll gather in-person again on  
May 9 at 10:30 AM in addition to our 
online worship premiere at 9:30 AM. 
The Leadership Board is adjusting the 
seating to increase the spacing as 
necessary. We will likely not offer the 
radio broadcast any longer as it 
seems the desire is to either gather 
inside or view online. 
 
 
 

With our every other week schedule, 
we won’t gather in-person on May 
16, though online Holy Communion 
will be shared a little after 10 AM on 
Facebook. 
 
Then we’ll be back to in-person 
worship on May 23, the Day of 
Pentecost, and each week after that. 
The Day of Pentecost is the fiftieth 
and last day of the Easter Season, 
celebrating the gift of the Holy Spirit 
to the Church. This is one of the 
biggest celebrations in the life of the 
church, right after Christmas and 
Easter. 
 
In addition to arranging the chairs to 
maximize spacing, the Leadership 
Board is also looking at the possibility 
of going back to two in-person 
worship services on Sunday mornings 
when appropriate and safe. 
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Have you been to Aldersgate? 

“In the evening I went very unwillingly to a 
society in Aldersgate Street, where one 
was reading Luther’s preface to the Epistle 
to the Romans. About a quarter before 
nine, while he was describing the change 
which God works in the heart though faith 
in Christ, I felt my heart strangely warmed. 
I felt I did trust in Christ, Christ alone for 
salvation. And an assurance was given me, 
that he had taken away my sins, even 
mine, and saved me from the law of sin 
and death” (Journal, May 24, 1738). 

After his Aldersgate experience, Wesley 
realized, like the Moravians, that until one 
has experienced personal, heartfelt 
assurance of salvation, one is only an 
“almost Christian.” In order to be a real 
Christian one had to have an inner, 
heartfelt experience of the saving grace of 
God. 

Benton Johnson, a sociologist from the 
University of Oregon, has researched the 
decline of mainline churches. He 
discovered the single best predictor of 
church participation turned out to be 
whether persons held the orthodox 
Christian belief that they can be saved only 
through Jesus Christ. If people don’t 
believe that, they often fall away from the 
church. 

While John Wesley would agree he’d say 
it’s not just about believing that, it’s about 
experiencing that. Having an inner, 
heartfelt experience that one’s sins are 
forgiven makes all the difference. 
Experiencing salvation (peace, the 
wholeness and completeness of life) here 
and now as well as when we die keeps 
persons connected to the church because 
they not only believe it but they know it’s 
the truth. 

So how’s your heart? Have you been to 
Aldersgate? Have you experienced a 
personal, heartfelt assurance of salvation 
in Jesus Christ? If you have, are you 
contagiously sharing that with others? If 
you haven’t, please let me know if you’d 
like to talk or pray. 

Grace and peace to you, 

John Louk 

On Monday, May 24, we celebrate 
Aldersgate Day in the Methodist 
traditions. For the co-founder of the 
Methodist movement, it was a turning 
point in John Wesley’s life. 

When Wesley was a student at Oxford, he 
helped form the Holy Club. He insisted 
that the members be disciplined in their 
study, prayer, and good works. Wesley 
called these practices the Means of Grace 
(worship, reading scripture, receiving Holy 
Communion, prayer, Christian 
conversation, and doing good). That is, 
they are the primary ways in which we 
receive God’s grace. He realized 
something important, though. These  
time-honored discipleship traditions 
weren’t enough. 

That became even more clear when he 
traveled to America on a missionary 
journey. Wesley went to Georgia in  
1735-1737 to minister to the colonists  
and Native Americans. Bishop William 
Willimon tells the story in his book Why I 
Am a United Methodist. It was a painful 
journey for himself as well as for the 
colonists he went to serve. Disheartened 
he headed back to England. 

On the way back from his frustrating 
missionary journey to Georgia, in 1738, 
the unhappy Mr. Wesley met the 
Moravians, a German pietistic sect which 
stressed the need for an inner, personal 
assurance of salvation. Their firm, assured 
faith reminded Wesley of how uncertain 
was his own faith. While still off the coast 
of England on his way home from Georgia, 
Wesley wrote in his journal, “I went to 
America to convert others, but who shall 
convert me?” 

Wesley’s personal assurance of salvation 
was to come a few months later in London 
in May 1738 (just three days after his 
brother Charles reported a “strange 
palpitation of the heart” on Pentecost 
which enlivened his faith). John now felt 
that he met the criteria for being a “true 
Christian” which had been set by his 
Moravian friends. Here is his account of 
his life-changing, heartwarming 
experience: 

how’s  

your 

heart?  

John Louk, Pastor 



In May, the Easter Season, also known as the Great Fifty Days, continues through the 
Day of Pentecost [this year, May 23]. Pentecost is the great climax of the Easter season 
and commemorates the birthday of the Church when God poured out upon us the gift 
of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Pentecost symbolizes a new beginning. It celebrates the unleashing of the Holy Spirit on 
the world and the empowering of the church to reach the world with the gospel. The 
Spirit continues to be poured upon us, gifting each of us with spiritual abilities to use in 
ministry with the church for the world (1 Corinthians 12:1-11). The traditional color for 
Pentecost is red, after the flames (tongues of fire) described in Acts 2:3. 
 
Worship continues to be offered online each week and now in-person every other 
week. Online worship premieres live at 9:30 AM on Sunday mornings on Facebook, 
YouTube, and our website. The links are www.facebook.com/salem.cr,  
www.salemchurch.life, and http://youtube.com/channel/
UCnWq4K2wc3F0nmk8h9y8Xjw. The video continues to be available on demand 
anytime during the week. 

 
Let us know if you have any questions, and if you need or prefer, we will provide you 
with a DVD of online worship or a paper copy of the sermon and prayers. 
 
May 2 The Great 50 Days of Easter (online premiere at 9:30 AM) 
 Acts 8:26-40  Philip and the Ethiopian Eunuch 
 Drive-Thru Holy Communion 11-11:30 AM 
 
May 9 The Great 50 Days of Easter (in-person at 10:30 AM; online premiere at 9:30 AM)  

 Acts 10:44-48   Gentiles Receive the Holy Spirit 
 
May 16 The Great 50 Days of Easter (online premiere at 9:30 AM) 
 Acts 1:15-17, 21-26 Matthias Chosen to Replace Judas 
 Holy Communion Live Online after 10 AM (following the worship premiere) 
 
May 23 Day of Pentecost (in-person at 10:30 AM; online premiere at 9:30 AM) 
 Acts 2:1-21  The Coming of the Holy Spirit 
 
May 30 Trinity Sunday (in-person at 10:30 AM; online premiere at 9:30 AM) 
 Isaiah 6:1-8  A Vision of God in the Temple 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As a reminder, the worship videos continue to be available online anytime after they premiere. 
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May Worship — The Great 50 Days of Easter and Pentecost 

Come and Worship! 

Sundays  

9:30 AM—Online 

 

May 2 Drive-Thru  
Holy Communion  

11-11:30 AM 
come to the parking lot 

and we’ll guide you 
through 

http://www.facebook.com/salem.cr
http://www.salemchurch.life
http://youtube.com/channel/UCnWq4K2wc3F0nmk8h9y8Xjw
http://youtube.com/channel/UCnWq4K2wc3F0nmk8h9y8Xjw


Birthdays: 
1 Rachel Clayton 
2 Diane Foss 
3 Tom Harrison 
3 Bob Walker 
6 Morgan Schutt 
7 Sheryl Hansen 
8 Bob Lanz 
9 Joyce Taylor 
10 Dan Stanford 
11 Kaeli Knapp 
11 Richard Pankey 
14   Pierce Mara 
14 Keaton Schooley 
15 Alana Lindo Steele 
18 Marlene Andersen 
18 Bill Heald 
19 Bev Carnahan 
20 Roger Lindo 
22 Janet Wilfong 
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May Birthdays and Anniversaries 

24 Alissa Studt 
26 Carol Thompson 
26 Nelly Lindo 
27 Peyton Carnicle 
27   Coranda Pankey 
30   Piper Black 
31 Sue Mihal 
 

Anniversaries: 
1 Roger & Nelly Lindo 
8 Charles & Fran Martinec 
19   Frank & Cathy Halsted 

COVID Recovery Iowa is here to help  
 
 Counseling will take place via virtual 
sessions, chat or phone call.  

 People of all ages may join groups 
online to find support and learn new 
strategies to cope with the effects of 
the pandemic in a variety of creative 
ways. 

Every Iowan is eligible for FREE, confidential counseling,  
group activities, support groups and resources. 

 

Visit www.COVIDrecoveryiowa.org and complete a contact form  
and a counselor will get back to you. 

 

Facebook, Instagram and Twitter: COVID Recovery Iowa 
 

Call the Iowa Warm Line, 844-775-9276;  
to connect with a peer counselor or request to get in touch  

with a COVID Recovery Iowa counselor. 
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Finance Update 

Salem Finance Update as of March 31,2021 

  

Operating Income (Annual Giving): 

    Offering Income $51,956 

    

Operating Expenses   

    Expenses to date $66,415 

    

Net Amount of Income over/(under) Expenses $(14,459) 

    

Building Fund   

    Offering Income $14,999 

    2021 Mortgage payments to date   21,311 

Net Amount Income over/(under) Expenses $(6,312) 

    

Building Fund Balance held in Reserve  (5.1 months) $36,130 

Ingratitude 

Thank you to my church family for the 

prayers, cards, and phone calls during 

the time of our loss of my son-in-law, 

Scott Bowser, on February 23, and my 

friend, Bob Jayne, on March 10. Our 

families thank you. 

Linda Dahl and Family 

Joel Jayne and Family 



Page 6  

Mission Focus: Together We Achieve                               Joni Salazar 

The Salem mission team is introducing a 
new mission this month. Together We 
Achieve was created after the Derecho 
tore through Cedar Rapids and damaged 
or destroyed thousands of homes,  
dozens of school buildings, and 750,000 
trees last August. Many families were 
left homeless and/or without access to 
food, water and medicine.  
 
Together We Achieve unites the  
personnel, skills, and resources of  
people from all walks of life - and  
deploys them in times of need. Starting 
as a Facebook Group, and growing  
within just days to over 60,000  
participants, the Iowa Derecho Storm 
Resource Center was launched to help 
people connect, offer and receive  
immediate assistance. Since then, the 
group has continued to organize and 
evolve into what is now Together We 
Achieve. 
 
Together We Achieve is located at 1150 
27th Ave SW. They are open Monday 
through Friday: 4-7 PM, Saturday:  
12-6 PM, and serving hot meals to go on 
Tuesdays 4-6 PM and Saturdays 12-5 
PM. For those dealing with urgent needs 
for food items, personal hygiene  
supplies or household cleaning supplies, 
the resource center offers items to help 
bridge the gap that may exist between a 
person's regular grocery/supplies  
shopping and/or other assistance  
programs. Ongoing needs are: 

Foods: 
Baked Beans, Black Beans, Buns, Canned 
Fruit, Canned Protein (chicken, tuna, 
turkey, salmon), Canned/Frozen  
Vegetables, Condiments, Fresh Produce 
(apples, bananas, celery, grapes, lettuce, 
mango, peppers, pineapple, onions,  
tomatoes, watermelon), Frozen Meat, 
Granola Bars, Jelly, Peanut Butter,  
Perishables (cheese, lunch meat, milk, 
yogurt, eggs), Pork and Beans, Pre-made 
Salads, Ramen, Spaghetti O’s, Ravioli, 
Chili, Sliced Bread, Snack Foods, Soup. 

Personal care items: 
Baby Wipes, Contact Solution,  
Deodorant, First Aid (cotton balls, pain 
relievers, cold/flu medicine), Hair  
Conditioner, Large Toothpaste, Size  
4-7 Diapers, Toilet Paper,  
Toothbrushes (children’s & adult’s). 
 
Household donations: 
Bleach, Dish Soap, Glass Cleaner, 
Kitchen Trash Bags (13 gal), Laundry 
Soap, Paper Towels, Pet Supplies.  
 
A list of volunteer opportunities also  
includes: 

• Resource Center 

• Delivery Drivers 

• Tree Work 

• Special Events 

• Data Entry On-Site 

• Reception 

 Ramp Build 

Visit their website at https://
www.togetherweachieve.org/resource-
center.html to sign up to volunteer.  
 
Monetary donations are used to  
purchase additional supplies as needed, 
in order to meet community needs as 
well as roll out additional community 
resources. All donations make a  
difference in the lives of those we help, 
and we sincerely appreciate your 
thoughtfulness and generosity! If giving 
by text, code is TWA. Questions?  
Contact Joni Salazar at (319) 573-3943  
or kenwvol@crschools.us. 

https://www.togetherweachieve.org/resource-center.html
https://www.togetherweachieve.org/resource-center.html
https://www.togetherweachieve.org/resource-center.html
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Report of the Leadership Board                                                      4-13-2021                 

The monthly Board meeting opened with prayer at 5:40 PM. 
Those attending were Amy Schilling, Donna Sanders, Jeremy 
Hague, Lowell Johnson, Linda Curson, Richard Pankey, Brian 
Schooley, and Jan Johnson. John Louk (on vacation) 

Stewardship - Linda Curson shared that giving for March was 
$21,120, an increase from the last two months, though we 
are still running a deficit of $14,459 YTD. She also shared the 
2021 proposed budget for review. 

Loving, Learning, and Leaving – The Leadership board shared 
personal updates. LB held discussion on ways to welcome our 
new Pastor as well as ideas for Pastor John’s send off. 

We welcome two new board members Jan Johnson, and  
Brian Schooley. 

Trustees – Mowing season has arrived, and we are looking 
for someone to fill in for a few months. The individual who 
has been mowing is having surgery and will not be available 
for a couple of months. 

The mower needs some repairs and LB board approved 
renting a trailer and taking the mower to Midway for repair. 

Richard Pankey and Joe Rizzio will work on replacing Parlor 
door. 

The Derecho repairs are completed, though we are still 
awaiting the tear down of the damaged outback building. 

Will need further review of the estimates for the furnace 
repair/replacement. 

Looking for a volunteer to assist in setting up a Spring  
Cleaning at the church. 

SPRC –  We reviewed and discussed positions needed:  
Discipleship Director, Modern Worship Leader, Student  
Ministry Director, Outreach Team Leaders. 

Pastor John has 4 weeks of vacation – He will be here for our 
first in-person service April 25.  

The board and staff have been asked to complete a survey 
due to pastoral transition. 

Approved paying mileage to Deb and to set up a fund to  
provide food or gift cards for families when she delivers baby 
blankets from Salem. 

Additional Discussion – The Board spent time discussing  
re-entry. Richard Pankey will oversee ushers; We will not 
have a bulletin during our initial return to in-person services. 
Seating will be determined by the ushers. Groups/Individuals 
will be sat in sanctuary by ushers upon arrival. 

We authorized the purchase of 
a sanitation stand. 

Schedule for next two months: 

 [John present] April 25  
in-person, sanctuary 10:30 AM 
with FM broadcasting on 89.9; 
online at 9:30 AM 

 May 2 online only; parking 
lot Drive-Thru Holy Communion 
11-11:30 AM 

 [John gone] May 9 
in-person, sanctuary 10:30 AM 
with FM broadcasting on 89.9; 
online at 9:30 AM 

 May 16 online only, Holy Communion offered on  
Facebook Live following the worship premiere 

 [John present till the end] May 23 in-person, sanctuary 
10:30 AM with FM broadcasting on 89.9; online at 9:30 AM 

 May 30 in-person, sanctuary 10:30 AM with FM  
broadcasting on 89.9; online at 9:30 AM 

 June 6 in-person, sanctuary 10:30 AM with FM  
broadcasting on 89.9; online at 9:30 AM; Holy Communion to 
be determined whether in the parking lot or in the sanctuary 

 June 13 in-person, sanctuary 10:30 AM with FM  
broadcasting on 89.9; online at 9:30 AM 

 June 20 in-person, sanctuary 10:30 AM with FM 
 broadcasting on 89.9; online at 9:30 AM. 

No nursery will be provided at this time.  

Social distancing and mask protocol will be in place for  
everyone using the church. 

Meeting closed with prayer at 7:45 PM. 

Next Meeting is a Zoom meeting on April 27 at 5:30 PM.  
Next Meeting at church May 18 at 5:30 PM. 

 

 

mailto:l.curson@salemchurchcr.com
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3715 33rd Avenue SW 

Cedar Rapids, Iowa 52404 
 

(319) 362-6178 

office@salemchurchcr.com 

www.salemchurchcr.com 

www.facebook.com/salem.cr 

salemchurch.life  

RETURN SERVICE  

    REQUESTED  

Salem’s Sunday Morning Schedule (See Worship page for details) 

Salem’s mission is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 

“connecting people, building community, transforming lives through Jesus” 


