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Forecaster 
Bishop Strongly Recommends No In-Person Worship Until June 

A Letter from Bishop Laurie Haller 
(April 27, 2020)  

 
“In light of the expectation that 
positive cases of COVID-19 will peak 
in Iowa in the next few weeks, I am 
strongly encouraging all United 
Methodist churches in Iowa to refrain 
from in-person worship until June 1, 
when I will reassess. I am going 
beyond the Governor’s 
recommendations despite my 
previously stated intention of 
following Governor Reynolds' 
guidelines around worship. 
 
“My reasoning is that our first priority 
as disciples of Jesus Christ is to 
protect those who are most 
vulnerable, which includes the 
elderly, the very young, and those 
with underlying health conditions. 
Even though we all want to return to 
our churches and be a part of the 
body of Christ in person, I believe 
that it is more important to assure 
the safety of our communities from 
further infections. 
 
“John Wesley’s Three General Rules 
included: Do no harm. Do good. Stay 
in love with God. In the midst of our 
own personal desires to get back to 
normal, our faith requires us to seek 
the good of all. By practicing good 
judgment and common sense and 

out of a concern for the welfare of 
our neighbor, we must continue to 
stay the course by being diligent 
around social distancing and 
refraining from being in large groups. 
At the same time, there are ample 
opportunities to safely engage in 
mission and outreach in our 
communities. 
 
“During the past five weeks, I have 
participated in a number of online 
worship services and have been truly 
blessed by your creativity, your deep 
desire to share Christ’s love in new 
ways, and your warm invitation to be 
a part of a faith community. Statistics 
are already showing strong 
indications of a resurgence in 
participation in worship and small 
groups. 
 
“These are not easy times. Yet the 
body of Christ remains strong and 
faithful and is making a huge 
difference in our state and around 
the world. I will keep you informed in 
the days ahead. May God bless you 
and keep you.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

due to the COVID-19 pandemic  

Salem is closed and all events  

cancelled now through May 31 
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A Brave New World 

Secondly, we know that as restaurants begin 
to open, they have some rules to follow, 
including limiting to 50% capacity to allow for 
more physical distance between people. 
Likewise, mitigating procedures will mean 
changing our in-person worship. 

Because many want to feel safe and may be 
timid about returning to a larger group 
gathering initially, we may offer only one in-
person worship gathering along with online 
worship. Or, we may need to offer multiple in
-person opportunities to account for the need 
to spread out. 

Thankfully, we have flexibility in moving 
chairs around in the sanctuary. We may need 
to pull chairs out to limit size to one hundred 
or fewer and have the chairs spread out 
somewhat haphazardly in different groupings 
for individuals, couples, and families. Not 
unlike a restaurant, it’s possible we may also 
need to take reservations for in-person 
worship so we can set up chairs adequately 
spaced for the number of people 
participating. 

We may need to mark off six-foot intervals on 
the floor or create signage, communicating 
that our carpeting squares are 2 square feet, 
so keeping 3 squares between you and others 
equals six feet. 

At least when we first gather in-person, it’s 
likely we won’t be able to shake hands or hug. 
We won’t be able to share food. We won’t 
pass an offering basket.  

We’ll need to figure out how (or if) to utilize 
greeters and ushers. We’ll have to decide 
whether we can sing during worship, as 
singing spreads particles in the air much 
farther than 6 feet. And how will we provide 
the sacraments of Baptism and Holy 
Communion in a safe manner? We will go 
back to the building but we won’t go back to 
the past. 

Ultimately, we exist for the sake of God’s 
mission. Therefore, in the midst this new 
reality—a COVID-19 world—we will ask many 
questions: How do we love God, love people, 
and make disciples of Jesus? How do we 
reach out so others are aware of Salem and 
help them connect? How do we help persons 
make decisions to follow Jesus and commit to 
living that out in small groups, serving in the 
world, and sharing Jesus with others? It is 
indeed a brave new world. 

Grace and peace to you, 

John Louk 

In Shakespeare’s play, The Tempest, an 
admirable teenage girl, Miranda, has been 
stranded on an island for most of her life with 
her bitter father. She utters these iconic 
words when she discovers several new 
people for the first time. 

“O wonder! How many goodly creatures are 
there here! How beauteous mankind is! O 
brave new world, that has such people 
in’t!” (Act 5, Scene 1, 181-184) 

In reality, the quote is probably meant to be 
ironic or display Miranda’s naïveté (many of 
the people she meets are not goodly at all!). 
Still, Shakespeare’s line is often used now 
when we embark on a new challenge or 
adventure in life. For us, COVID-19 is 
changing everything with many ungoodly 
things, but a world of possibility awaits. We 
go forth into this brave new world as the 
visible community of Jesus, showing the 
world what it means to be the world that God 
intended in creation. 

But what does this look like, especially when 
we can gather in-person again? Going back to 
the building doesn’t have to mean going back 
to the past. It’s a brave new world, and there 
will be new discoveries and adventures. 
Things will be different. 

We will make changes right away. We’ll need 
to try some new things to see what works 
(and what is safe). And we will likely continue 
to make changes until we get to a place of 
stability and we feel we’re making the best 
decisions for the congregation and our 
community. That will take some time. 

While we know we won’t go back the same, 
we don’t know exactly what that means quite 
yet. Our staff and Leadership Board have only 
had some preliminary discussions, mostly 
asking questions and raising issues at this 
point. But let me offer some things to think 
about. 

First, we will definitely continue digital 
worship as an intentional opportunity for 
worship. Of course, we will offer in-person 
worship, too, but digital worship will not be 
an afterthought or add-on (i.e. just a video of 
in-person worship). Online worship is 
different. It’s a different medium. We will 
likely invest money in updating hardware and 
software for our live-streaming capabilities. 
Also, we are now making DVDs for those 
unable to connect digitally. (Please let us 
know if you are unable to worship online and 
a DVD would work for you.) 

 

embarking 

on a new  

adventure   

John Louk, Pastor 



In May we continue to celebrate the Great Fifty Days of Easter through the Day of 
Pentecost (this year, May 31). Our worship series title comes from a phrase, originally 
from Shakespeare, that’s often used when we embark on a new challenge or adventure 
in life. COVID-19 is changing everything, but a world of possibility awaits. We go forth as 
the visible community of Jesus, showing the world what it means to be the world that 
God intended in creation. 
 
All worship services in May are offered online only. Go to www.facebook.com/salem.cr 
for our Live Video at 9:20 AM. You can also access our worship videos at 
www.salemchurch.life or at www.salemchurchcr.com.  

 
Because our bishop has given us permission, we will share in Holy Communion online 
the first and third Sundays as usual. You are invited wherever you are watching to 
gather some bread and juice, if you have it. It’s fine if you only have bread. For 
centuries bread alone was used. Come and worship! 
  
May 3 Fourth Sunday of Easter 

Acts 2:42-47  Life Among the Believers 
Holy Communion 
 

May 10 Fifth Sunday of Easter 
Acts 7:55-60  The Stoning of Stephen 
 

May 17 Sixth Sunday of Easter 
Acts 17:22-31  Paul in Athens (we’re meant to share the news) 
Holy Communion 
 

May 24 Ascension Sunday 
Acts 1:1-14  The Ascension of Jesus 
 

May 31 Pentecost   
Acts 2:1-21  The Coming of the Holy Spirit  
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Worship Series During Easter — It’s a Brave New World 

Come and Worship! 

Sundays  

9:20 AM—Online 

 

http://www.facebook.com/salem.cr
http://www.salemchurch.life


Birthdays: 
1 Rachel Clayton 
2 Diane Foss 
3 Tom Harrison 
3 Bob Walker 
6 Morgan Schutt 
7 Sheryl Hansen 
8 Bob Lanz 
9 Joyce Taylor 
10 Dan Stanford 
11 Kaeli Knapp 
11 Richard Pankey 
14 Keaton Schooley 
15 Alana Lindo Steele 
18 Marlene Andersen 
18 Bill Heald 
19 Bev Carnahan 
20 Roger Lindo 
22 Janet Wilfong 

Page 4  

May Birthdays and Anniversaries 

24 Alissa Studt 
26 Carol Thompson 
26 Nelly Lindo 
27 Peyton Carnicle 
27   Coranda Pankey 
30   Piper Black 
31 Sue Mihal 
 

Anniversaries: 
1 Roger & Nelly Lindo 
8 Charles & Fran Martinec 
19   Frank & Cathy Halsted 

Connecting with One Another 

During this time of physical distancing due to the COVID-19 pandemic, we have 
persons in the church intentionally making phone calls to connect with church 
members. Of course, even more people are doing that simply on their own because 
that’s who we are as the church! If you need any help or support, you are welcome 
to contact the church at (319) 362-6178 or office@salemchurchcr.com or contact 
Pastor John directly at (319) 538-5145 or johnlouk@salemchurchcr.com.  
Additionally, our Staff would be delighted to connect with you. Go to 
www.salemchurch.life/staff and send an email to the person with whom you’d like 
to connect. Physical (social) distancing doesn’t have to mean social loneliness. 

Would You Like Sunday’s Sermon Mailed to You? 
For those who don’t have access to join us online for worship, Salem could mail a  
manuscript of Sunday’s sermon weekly and/or the Upper Room devotional  
bi-monthly. Just call the church office (319) 362-6178 to let us know. You will likely 
have to leave a message but we are monitoring the phone messages and mail  
regularly while the church office is closed because of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

mailto:office@salemchurchcr.com
mailto:johnlouk@salemchurchcr.com
http://www.salemchurch.life/staff
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Finance Update 

Salem Finance Update as of March 31, 2020 

Operating Income (Annual Giving): 

    Income to date $81,979 

    Budgeted Income to date   76,496 

    Amount Actual over/(under) Budget     5,483 

    

Operating Expenses   

    Expenses to date $64,325 

    Budgeted Expenses to date   75,566 

    Amount Actual over/(under) Budget  (11,241) 

    

Net Amount of Actual Income over Actual Ex-
penses 

$17,654 

With the uncertainty of the timeline for when we can safely meet in person and the 
impact the COVID 19 pandemic will have on our congregation’s financial well-being, 
Salem’s Leadership Board approved applying for a Paycheck Protection Plan loan. 
These funds are offered through the CARES Act and are designed to cover payroll  
expenses, mortgage interest and utilities for an 8-week period. The loan will be  
forgiven when certain criteria are met. A $35,000 loan was approved and money 
transferred to our account on April 17. It is estimated that at least $33,000 of this  
loan will be forgiven. 

Hello from some of our Salem staff! We had a productive online Zoom staff meeting  
Tuesday afternoon. We also want to let all of you know that we love you, miss you, 
and that we’re praying for all of you!  
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Mission Focus: Books without Borders                               Joni Salazar 

Our May mission is Books without Borders. 
Momodu Kamara, a long-time member of 
Salem, collects and ships books to Africa. 
Books are delivered to children and  
libraries in Sierra Leone in Africa. Salem has 
been a long-time supporter of Books  
without Borders by collecting books and 
funding the freight costs. Education is the 
great equalizer in the world, and books are 
at the foundation of a strong educational  
system. For many children in Africa, the gift 
of books truly is a gift of hope. Children’s 
books and college books have already been 
gathered, boxed up and are ready for  
shipment. 

Right now, we have several pallets of 
books ready to be sent to Sierra Leone. 
Because we have been blessed to have  
financial contributions for shipping, all of 
the books will reach children in Africa. 
Many families don’t have money to buy 
books and don’t have access to a library. 

In Gratitude 

Evelyn Dunek would like to thank you for 
all of the birthday cards and calls that she 
received.  

Barb Soukup would like to thank all who 
sent cards, called, and prayed when she 
had surgery in March.  

We will be receiving a special mission  
offering this month to help with the cost 
of shipping these books. If giving by text, 
code is BWOB. Questions? Contact Joni 
Salazar at (319) 573-3943 or  
kenwvol@crschools.us.   
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Report of the Leadership Board                     Meeting Notes 4-21-2020 

Due to social distancing restrictions with the COVID-19 
pandemic, the Salem Leadership Board met off site via 
Skype at 5:30 PM. Those attending the virtual meeting 
were Troy Bergmann, Brian Schooley, Amy Schilling, 
Dave Clark, Dave Davis, Donna Sanders, Jeremy Hague, 
Billie Shaffer, Linda Curson, and Pastor John. 

The Board began by checking in with each other and 
sharing how life has been going during this period of 
time and prayer. 

Budget & Stewardship - Linda Curson was present to 
give an update on Salem’s finances. Due to the  
unknown nature of giving and how long we may be  
unable to meet in-person, the Leadership Board chose 
to pursue a Payroll Protection Plan loan. A loan was 
signed on April 17 to allow Salem to continue to pay 
employees over an 8-week period. If Salem follows the 
guidelines of the loan, it will become 100% forgivable. 
Linda has updated the Board on how we will monitor 
the expenses of this loan to make sure it will be  
forgivable. Giving continues to be good despite not  
being able to hold in-person worship services. For the 
month of March, giving only fell $2,500 of budgeted 
revenue. Thus far, April has been positive as well and it 
appears Salem has received some yearly pledges. The 
Stewardship Committee as well as the entire Board will 
continue to monitor the budget during this closure  
period. 

Trustees -  A liability insurance umbrella policy has 
been added and dated back to January. Salem originally 
had a policy through January but expired. Trustees have 
proposed a facility use policy and will be working with 
Pastor John to finalize the policy to provide for approval 
at the May meeting. The Board approved the addition 
of new signage on the front door with the office hours. 
This sign will be added as the end of the closure  
becomes closer. Chrysalis has asked to temporarily park 
their trailer at Salem for 4-6 weeks. Based on the 
Boards recommendation for closure, consensus was to 
allow Chrysalis to keep the trailer at Salem for that  
period of time. 

Additional Items: Information received from the  
Conference projects peak of COVID cases to be  
mid-May and social distancing will be recommended 
into June. After much discussion, the Board has decided 
to continue with closure of Salem through May and will 
monitor the situation on an ongoing basis. Weekly  

updates will be provided to 
the Board by Troy and Pastor 
John about information  
received from the Iowa  
Conference as well as  
guidelines set by the State of 
Iowa by Governor Reynolds. 
The Board did begin  
discussions on what 
“opening” would look like, 
and will continue these  
discussions throughout the 
closure. It is possible  
changes may need to be 
made to the sanctuary to 
allow for social distancing or other guidelines to allow 
for worship. “Church” as we have traditionally known it 
may not be the same for a period of time. 

Next Meeting: Keep May’s regular meeting time. 
5/19/20 at 5:30 PM 

Meeting Adjourned at 7:25 PM 



 

 

    9:20 AM  Online Worship    

     www.facebook.com/salem.cr  
     www.salemchurch.life 
     www.salemchurchcr.com 
 
 

  Church Office closed in May 
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Cedar Rapids, Iowa 52404 
 

319-362-6178 
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www.facebook.com/salem.cr 

salemchurch.life  

RETURN SERVICE  

    REQUESTED  

Salem’s Sunday Morning Schedule (Online Worship Only) 

Salem’s mission is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 

“connecting people, building community, transforming lives through Jesus” 


