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Forecaster 

Moving Forward in a Pandemic 

Salem has been pushed to do church 
in new ways  

 

Well, that was fast. And just like that, 
everything changed. We have a 
whole new reality because of this 
novel coronavirus. And we’re greatly 
concerned about the people in the 
path or in the wake of COVID-19 and 
the effect it’s having on so many 
other areas of life. 

Salem is closed and all in-person 
events, including in-person worship, 
are canceled. Our denomination’s 
General Conference that may have 
split the church has been postponed 
from May until next year. Now we 
know we won’t even be able to 
gather in-person for Easter Sunday. 

Many of us are hunkered down in our 
homes. We’re practicing physical 
distancing. Some of us are still 
working. Some of us are going a bit 
stir-crazy, and some of us are 
anxious, depressed, uncertain, lonely. 

How do we move forward with all of 
this change? 

When my wife’s mom died in 
December 2018, Joy and her siblings 
began going through their parent’s 
home to get it ready to sell. Joy 
started bringing items to our home. 
Many of you have experienced this. 

She brought home a fancy Japanese 
chest that got placed in an open spot 
in the kitchen against a wall. Later we 
also ended up with a nice leather 
sofa. We thought our daughter, 
Annie, could have it for an apartment 
but she hasn’t moved out yet. We 
had nowhere to put it, so it ended up 
in our kitchen—well, half in our 
kitchen and half in the family room. It 
sits in the doorway between the two 
rooms. 

But our kitchen table is pretty large. 
It seats six. So we moved the kitchen 
table just a little bit but we tried 
keeping the room setup the same. 
Everything was so scrunched 
together you could hardly get around 
anything. We lived that way for a lot 
of months. Then one day I moved the 
kitchen table just a little bit by 
angling it and suddenly we had a little 
more room to move around the 
table. But it was still all scrunched 
together. And we continued to live 
like that for more months. 

A couple weeks ago our daughter, 
Mara, moved home because her 
college, like so many, canceled  
in-person classes. 
Now there were 
four of us trying 
to move around 
the table in the 
kitchen.  
 
(Continued on page 2) 

due to the COVID-19 pandemic  

Salem is closed and all events  

cancelled now through April 30 
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Moving Forward in a Pandemic (continued from page 1) 

I love the new arrangement. I only 
wonder why we didn’t think about it 
sooner.  

But there’s a reason. See, you get used 
to living a certain way, even if it doesn’t 
make the most sense. If someone else 
walks in with fresh eyes, they can see 
immediately different ways of doing 
things. But we all just get used to things 
the way they are and we keep living that 
way. 

The truth is, we were pushed to thinking 
about it in new ways. We had more 
people in our space and fresh eyes from 
Mara. And the stress level in our home 
was rising. It kept pushing us. So much 
that we didn’t even know what we were 
going to do, we finally just started 
moving the furniture around. And in the 
midst of doing that and cleaning, 
suddenly Joy saw a new way of living. 

Rearranging our kitchen has given us a 
whole new outlook and experience. And 
I appreciate it and enjoy it. I don’t think I 
even want to let Annie have that nice 
leather couch when she moves out. It 
might seem weird to some to have a 
couch half in the kitchen. But I have to 
admit it’s pretty nice sitting on a couch in 
your kitchen. Okay, it’s nice to fall over 
on it and lay down after I’ve eaten too 
much! 

Here’s the thing, because of the COVID-
19 pandemic from the novel coronavirus 
and the shut down and isolation it has 
caused, Salem has been pushed to 
thinking about how we do church in new 
ways. 

We’re not gathering in-person for 
worship or small groups or Staff or 
Leadership Board or anything. But I am 
truly grateful that we already had so 
many digital tools in place, especially for 
communication and giving. Long before 
this, we knew our culture was changing. 
We knew how important these tools 
would be. But we didn’t know we’d be 
pushed to change so much so quickly. 
 
(Continued on page 5) 

Between getting around the table to the 
kitchen sink or refrigerator and getting 
to the dog’s dishes in the corner, 
movement was restricted. Mara kept 
saying she wanted to rearrange the 
kitchen. 

So now that we’re all at home most of 
the time, one day we decided we’d just 
start moving things around. We didn’t 
know what we’d do, but we just started 
doing something. We moved the nice 
Japanese chest out of the kitchen and 
set it down in the middle of the family 
room. We were able to clean behind 
where it had been placed in the kitchen. 
There was a huge dust-bunny under 
there! 

Then I pushed the couch out from where 
it has been for many months so we 
could clean behind it. Now we really 
couldn’t move around. You had to climb 
over the couch or the table to get across 
the kitchen. But in this jumbled mess, 
my wife, Joy, could see new possibilities.  

All of a sudden Joy said, “What if we 
turn the table 90 degrees and push it 
into the corner against the kitchen 
cabinets. It would effectively mean 
losing two of the six chairs, but there are 
only four of us in the house. And we 
have a dining room table that can seat 
more when necessary.” With that one 
statement and vision, the rest of us 
could immediately see what she was 
proposing and we all thought it was a 
great idea. We jumped up to the table, 
moved all the chairs, and pushed the 
table into the corner. After taking two 
chairs away, we placed the rest in the 
remaining four spots. It was brilliant. 
The table works very well for us in the 
new location. We didn’t move the couch 
at all. We just slid it back where it had 
been, still half in and half out of the 
kitchen. And the Japanese chest found a 
nice resting spot next to the piano in the 
family room. And the best part? We not 
only have unrestricted, free-flowing 
movement in the kitchen, we have a 
large open space. It feels very open and 
lovely. 

 

Salem  

has been 

pushed to 

do church 

in new 

ways  

John Louk, Pastor 



All worship services in April are offered online only. Go to www.facebook.com/salem.cr for 
our Live Video at 9:20 AM (7 PM on Holy Thursday and Good Friday). You can access our 
worship video at www.salemchurch.life or at salemchurcr.com.  
 
Holy Week begins April 5 on Palm Sunday. It marks Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem 
while the crowds waved palm branches and shouted praises. Because our bishop has just 
given us permission, we will share in Holy Communion online this Sunday! You are invited 
wherever you are watching to gather some bread and juice, if you have it. It’s fine if you 
only have bread. For centuries bread alone was used. 
 
The Easter Triduum, or The Great Three Days, from sunset Holy Thursday to sunset Easter 
Day, are a unity—the climax of the Christian year—when we celebrate the saving events of 
our Lord’s passion, death, and resurrection.  
 
We will gather online for worship at 7 PM the evening of Holy Thursday and again share in 
Holy Communion online as we remember the last supper that Jesus shared with his 
disciples before he was betrayed. Again, you will want to gather bread and juice so you’re 
ready to receive the sacrament. 
 
Then on Good Friday we will gather for worship again online at 7 PM to remember Jesus’ 
crucifixion and death. 
 
This is the most special and crucial three days of the entire year for Christians. Missing these 
days would mean missing the heart of our entire spiritual journey for the year. What a 
wonderful time to invite others to join you online so that we can share Jesus with them. 
 
We will gather in joy online on Easter morning, April 12, at 9:20 AM to celebrate Jesus’ 

resurrection. Just like Christmas, Easter isn’t a single day. The Easter Season, also known as 
the Great Fifty Days, continues through the Day of Pentecost (this year, May 31). It is the 
most joyous and celebrative season of the Christian year. These moments are to be shared 
and enjoyed with the world. Gather online with us for worship! 
 
April 5 Palm Sunday 

Matthew 21:1–11 Jesus’ Triumphant Entry into Jerusalem 

Holy Communion 
  
April 9 Holy Thursday 

John 13:1-38  Jesus’ Final Dinner with the Disciples 
Holy Communion 

 
April 10 Good Friday 

John 18:1–19:42  The Crucifixion of Jesus 
 
April 12 Easter Sunday  

John 20:1–18  The Resurrection of Jesus 
 
April 19 Second Sunday of Easter 

John 20:19–31  Jesus Appears to the Disciples and Thomas 
 

April 26 Third Sunday of Easter 
Luke 24:13–35  The Walk to Emmaus 
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Worship Online for Holy Week and Easter  

Come and Worship! 

Sundays  

9:20 AM—Online 

 

http://www.facebook.com/salem.cr
http://www.salemchurch.life
http://salemchurcr.com


Birthdays: 
3 Chuck Curson 
4 Mary Beltz 
4 Judy Cowan 
4 Lisbeth Olson 
7 Dave Jandik 
8 Lucia Salazar 
12 Matthew Salazar 
13 Karen Beall 
14 Gene Evens Sr. 
14 Dalene Bateman 
14 Evelyn Dunek 
15 Harold Hixson 
15 Barb Whitmer 
17   Gary Wheeler 
21 Chuck Rohrer 
23   Lennox Black 
26 Max Schilling 
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April Birthdays and Anniversaries 

 
 

Anniversaries: 
5 Linda & Dave Jandik 
6 Judy & Charlie Thomas 
10 Kathy & Larry Schooley 
14 Saffie & Momodu Kamara 
15 Barb & Tim Soukup 
20 Marilyn & Norman Schade 
25 Elizabeth & Austin Smith 

Connecting with One Another 

During this time of physical distancing due to the COVID-19 pandemic, we have 
persons in the church intentionally making phone calls to connect with church 
members. Of course, even more people are doing that simply on their own because 
that’s who we are as the church! If you need any help or support, you are welcome 
to contact the church at (319) 362-6178 or office@salemchurchcr.com or contact 
Pastor John directly at (319) 538-5145 or johnlouk@salemchurchcr.com.  
Additionally, our Staff would be delighted to connect with you. Go to 
www.salemchurch.life/staff and send an email to the person with whom you’d like 
to connect. Physical (social) distancing doesn’t have to mean social loneliness. 

Finance Update  

Many of you may be wondering how the COVID-19 pandemic is affecting Salem’s 
finances. Through February, we were holding a surplus of $16,632. March offerings 
have been less than usual, which is to be expected with no face-to-face worship 
services. Annual Giving for March was approximately $18,000, $7,500 short from 
what is needed to meet our budgeted expenses. We do know that in this time of 
uncertainty, many of you are unable to financially support Salem. You may have 
been laid off, furloughed, or have reduced work hours. Your first priority is to  
provide for you and your family’s needs. However, if you are able to contribute to 
the ministry of Salem, please consider mailing a check or utilizing the electronic 
giving options available: on-line through salemchurch.life; mobile app Give+;  
texting to (855) 917-1810. If you need assistance with any of these options, please 
do not hesitate to contact our treasurer, Linda Curson at (319) 651-8029 or at  
financeoffice@salemchurchcr.com. 

mailto:office@salemchurchcr.com
mailto:johnlouk@salemchurchcr.com
http://www.salemchurch.life/staff
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Moving Forward in a Pandemic (continued from page 2) 

Of course, Salem has some history with 
that. No one was prepared for the 
destruction the Flood of 2008 caused 
either. And Salem changed overnight 
then but recovered and grew and built 
and has become very fruitful in the 
Kingdom of God. 

Now we will change again. It’s been 
thrust upon us. So we aren’t just 
considering change, we’re jumping head 
first into doing things differently. In this 
new reality, change may be more 
permanent than we even realize now. 

But in this new reality, we have a whole 
new opportunity to reach more people. 
Last year we averaged about 100 online 
views each week for our Sunday sermon. 
On March 15 when in-person worship 
was canceled and we met online only, we 
had nearly 700 views online. On March 
22 we surpassed 1000 views online. 

We have such an opportunity to make an 
impact online because digital scales up in 
a much larger way than physical does. 
Think about evangelism. It’s so easy, if 
you’re online, to simply invite everyone 
you know online (which includes your 
unchurched friends) to gather with us for 
worship. If you watch our Facebook Live, 
you can start a “watch party” which 
automatically sends an invite to your 
friends. Or you can just share the video 
or the link to salemchurch.life. It’s such 
an easy way to share Jesus with others. 

Now there will come a day when we 
gather in-person again. What a day of joy 
that will be for so many! 

But this whole new opportunity to reach 
more people comes with a new reality 
that will likely change how we do church 
moving forward. As we reach people that 
have never been to Salem physically, that 
may continue. They may just continue to 
worship with us online. We just don’t 
know.  

But this isn’t a problem. God is in control. 
All we’ve done as we’ve been led by the 
Holy Spirit in the Church for 2000 years is 
love and learn and grow and change and 
adapt and do new things. That’s what 
God says in our scriptures: “See, I am 
doing a new thing” (Isaiah 43:19).  

Salem’s vision is to connect people and 
build community and transform lives 
through Jesus Christ. 

There are all kinds of ways to do that. So 
let’s do it in whatever circumstances we 
find ourselves. This is an adventure. And 
there’s a lot of ministry to be done and in 
new ways, especially in an unchurched 
world and with so many in the path or 
the wake of this novel coronavirus. 

Right in the midst of the flood in 2008, 
Salem’s pastor then, Linda Bibb, made a 
statement that gave great hope in the 
midst of disaster. She said, “We don’t 
know what the future holds, but we 
know who holds the future.” We’re in 
God’s hands.  

May God make his face to shine upon 
you and give you peace. 

John Louk 
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Mission Focus: Justice For Our Neighbors                        Joni Salazar 

Iowa Justice For Our Neighbors (IowaJFON) 
is a non-profit organization, welcoming low
-income immigrants of all faiths into our 
churches and communities by providing 
free, high-quality immigration legal  
services, education, and advocacy. JFON 
has been serving low-income clients from 
all over the world, in our communities for 
20 years. They provide immigration legal 
consultation services at various clinic sites 
across Iowa and raise awareness of  
immigration issues and the mission 
through educational activities in houses of 
worship and the wider community.  

Think of this...immigrants love their  
families and have hopes and dreams for 
the future. They are moms and dads, sons 
and daughters, looking for a safe place to 
call home. Immigrants and refugees  
deserve our welcome and compassion, not 
fear and hatred. We certainly would want 
to feel welcomed if we were in the same 
situation. Some of our proudest moments 

in this country are when we have  
demonstrated hospitality. JFON needs 
funds to pay for the lawyers and  
paperwork to help our neighbors. Let’s 
help these immigrants! We will be  
receiving a special mission offering this 
month. If giving by text, code is JFON. 
Questions? Contact Joni Salazar at (319) 
573-3943 or kenwvol@crschools.us.   

Mural Open House Wrap-up  

Thank you to the entire Salem family for 
your outpouring of support for the Mural 
Open House on February 28th. Salem’s 
hospitality and generosity were on  
display (special thanks to silent auction 
and cookie donors)! 

Over 100 people were in attendance,  
including many of our extended family 
members from Trinity-St. James and  
representatives from Matthew 25. An 
outstanding response to the silent  
auction combined with donation box  
submissions helped us raise over $1,200 
for our February Matthew 25 mission. 

Would You Like Sunday’s Sermon Mailed to You? 
For those who don’t have access to join us online for worship, Salem could mail a  
manuscript of Sunday’s sermon weekly and/or the Upper Room devotional monthly. Just 
call the church office (319) 362-6178 to let us know. You will likely have to leave a  
message but we are monitoring the phone messages and mail regularly while the church 
office is closed because of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
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Report of the Leadership Board                       Meeting Notes 3-31-19 

Due to social distancing restrictions with the COVID-19 

pandemic, the Salem Leadership Board met off site via 

Skype at 5:30 PM. Those attending the virtual meeting 

were Troy Bergmann, Don Kamara, Brian Schooley, 

Amy Schilling, Dave Clark, Dave Davis, Donna Sanders, 

Jeremy Hague, Billie Shaffer, Linda Curson, and Pastor 

John. 

The Board began by checking in with each other and 

sharing how life has been going during this period of 

time and prayer. 

Budget & Stewardship - Linda Curson began with a 

summary of Salem’s current finances. January and  

February were good giving months which resulted in 

income $16,600 over expenses. However, with one  

deposit yet to be made it is estimated that there will be 

approximately $5,000-6,000 less in income compared 

to expenses for March. Because of the surplus from the 

first two months, we are currently ok but this surplus 

will likely be used quickly as income continues to fall. 

Alarming for Linda was that Salem only received $3500 

for our building fund and needs $7000 to pay the  

mortgage. We currently have a six month reserve in the 

building account to help cover mortgage expenses.  

Linda will begin to look into mortgage relief if we 

should need it. Salem may also qualify for loans 

through the Small Business Administration and could be 

forgiven if we continue to pay staff. The Board  

discussed other options to continue for staff to receive 

their regular salaries during this time, additionally the 

Board will look into options for the mortgage  

payments. The Board will not make a decision at this 

time and will collect information for contingencies if 

needed in the future. Sandy Minger has been added to 

staff as Financial Secretary. The Board has reviewed the 

yearly audit completed by Dave Davis and approved it 

to be sent on the Annual Conference. 

Trustees - Trustees presented a new facility use policy 

that was approved by the Board. The new policy  

contains a new facility request form and liability  

agreement. Trustees got new bids on pest control  

service company and the 

Board approved to move our 

pest control service to WDI.  

SPRC - Previously, the Board 

had approved a summer  

internship program. At this 

time, the summer internship 

has been put on hold and 

will be reviewed as Salem’s 

financial situation can be 

reviewed. 

Additional Discussion - The 

Board has made the determination to follow federal 

guidelines to remain closed until April 30, 2020. The 

Board will evaluate the virus situation at that time to 

determine what the next appropriate course of action. 

General Conference postponed until 2021. At this time, 

Annual Conference is still scheduled for June. The Board 

has discussed in the past offering Salem items and  

apparel for sale. The Board will be working on having 

these items available in the future. The Board discussed 

our online audio/visual equipment and what additional 

equipment might be needed in the future. A virtual 

Youth Group was discussed and Pastor John will look at 

“gathering” Salem youth online to check in and have a 

short meeting. 

Meeting Closed at 7:35 pm. 



 

 

    9:20 AM  Online Worship    

 

 

 

Church Office closed in April 
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3715 33rd Avenue SW 

Cedar Rapids, Iowa 52404 
 

319-362-6178 

office@salemchurchcr.com 

www.salemchurchcr.com 

www.facebook.com/salem.cr 
  

RETURN SERVICE  

    REQUESTED  

Salem’s Sunday Morning Schedule (Online Worship Only) 

Salem’s mission is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 

“connecting people, building community, transforming lives through Jesus” 


