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*due to the COVID-19 
pandemic  

 Salem continues  
to offer  

online worship only 

Forecaster 
Salem’s Next Pastor 

Welcome Rev. Matt German  
 

We are pleased to announce Salem’s 
next pastor. Bishop Laurie Haller and 
the Cabinet have appointed Rev. 
Matt German to Salem effective July 
1, 2021. Our District Superintendent, 
Rev. Dr. Moody Colorado, asks for 
your prayers as Rev. John Louk 
transfers the pastoral role to the 
incoming pastor. Pastor Matt German 
is currently serving as Associate 
Pastor at Cedar Falls First UMC. 

 

Pastor Matt is anxious to get started 
this summer as Salem’s pastoral 
leader. He will arrive with a deep 
desire to help the congregation 
increase the fame of Jesus in Cedar 
Rapids and beyond. His gifts and 
strengths include his love of Jesus; 
dynamic preaching in both modern 
and traditional worship styles; vision 
casting and dreaming; lay leadership 
development; music; youth and 
young adult ministry; and pastoral 
care. 

 

Pastor Matt is looking forward to 
meeting the congregation and will be 
covering Salem in his prayers during 
this time of transition. His 7-year-old 
daughter, Addisyn, is eager to meet 
the people of Salem, too. 

 

The Leadership Board met Pastor 
Matt during the Appointment 
Introduction Meeting the last week 
of February with the district 
superintendent. In her 
announcement during worship, 
chairperson Amy Schilling indicated 
the Board is excited and pleased with 
Pastor Matt’s appointment and is 
looking forward to seeing what God 
has in store for Salem. 

 

As previously announced, Pastor John 
has been appointed to the Waukee 
UMC in the Des Moines metropolitan 
area. The community’s school district 
is the fastest growing in the state. 
The congregation is beginning its 
third capital campaign and will soon 
break ground on a building project. 
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Gradual Re-entry and Easter Worship 

The 8:30 AM service will be drive-in 
worship in the parking lot. We’ll use an FM 
transmitter to broadcast to persons in 
their cars. It will be as easy as tuning your 
radio to a specific frequency. Following 
protocols in the parking lot likely will mean 
allowing cars to park only in every other 
spot unless car windows remain closed. 

These in-person worship opportunities will 
last about thirty minutes. The sacrament 
of Holy Communion will be offered in the 
parking lot at both. 

We will continue to offer the 9:30 AM 
worship premiere online and available on 
demand any time after on our channels 
(Facebook, YouTube, and 
salemchurch.life). This will provide three 
similar though unique Easter worship 
options. 

The Leadership Board will continue the 
conversation in March about whether we 
continue with parking lot worship in April 
and/or add one in-person worship service 
in the sanctuary, using the FM transmitter 
to broadcast to those in their cars in the 
parking lot. 

The pandemic has been difficult. Salem has 
made sacrifices so that we might follow 
Jesus' command to love our neighbors, 
protecting them the best we can by 
wearing masks, keeping physical distance, 
and not gathering in small or large groups. 

But this shall pass. Spring is just around 
the corner. The sunlight and warmer 
temperatures are melting the snow and 
will soon bring new life, flourishing all 
around us. That represents what’s to come 
for us, too. It’s happening! 

Don’t lose faith, hope, or love. Continue to 
be careful for yourself and those around 
you. Get the vaccine when you can. There 
is light at the end of the tunnel! 

 

Grace and peace to you, 

John Louk 

The pandemic has been difficult for all of 
us. We are living though the worst health 
disaster in a hundred years. More than 
500,000 persons have now died in our 
country, including 5,400 in Iowa. 

Since pausing our in-person worship 
gatherings in March last year, Salem has 
followed the Iowa Conference’s 
guidelines. The Leadership Board has 
continued monitoring the 14 day test 
positivity rate in our county. Now that it 
has dropped below 15%, the Conference 
suggests moving into a cautionary phase 
which may include in-person activities and 
then, following that, in-person worship 
gatherings with appropriate safety 
protocols of masking, physical distancing 
and other recommended safety 
procedures. 

Therefore, with the Covid positivity rate 
remaining lower (now under 5%!), the 
Leadership Board decided to begin a 
gradual re-entry process.  

First, small groups now will be allowed  
in-person at Salem in March. Contact 
Melinda in the church office to get on the 
calendar. Safety protocols still need to be 
followed, including wearing masks and 
minding six foot physical distance. It’s 
helpful to know the carpet squares 
throughout Salem’s facility are 2 foot 
squares. Stations with hand sanitizer, 
masks, and cleaning wipes will be 
available. Groups are asked to wipe down 
any hard surface area where they meet. 
Food is not yet approved, however 
individuals may bring their own water 
bottle. 

Second, we are planning to gather  
in-person in the parking lot for Easter 
worship on April 4. We will offer a 6:45 
AM sunrise service and an 8:30 AM drive 
in, both in the parking lot, in addition to 
our online worship premiere at 9:30 AM. 

The 6:45 AM service will likely be smaller. 
Those who participate will be allowed to 
stand or bring a lawn chair to sit in the 
parking lot near the main entrance, again 
masking and minding six foot physical 
distancing. 

It’s  

Happening  

John Louk, Pastor 



In March we continue the Lenten preparation for Easter. The worship series Songs of 
the Heart continues. Music has the power to transport us through time and space so 
quickly. Songs inspire, challenge, encourage, and comfort us. This series looks at a 
number of songs (Psalms) written by people just like us. They didn’t win a Grammy or 
top the charts, but they have the power to transform our lives! 
 
Worship continues to be offered online only in the midst of the pandemic. Our online 
worship, available on demand anytime during the week, premieres live at 9:30 AM on 
Sunday mornings on Facebook, YouTube, and our website. The links are 
www.facebook.com/salem.cr,  www.salemchurch.life, and http://youtube.com/
channel/UCnWq4K2wc3F0nmk8h9y8Xjw. Please subscribe to our YouTube channel so 
we can get an easier link (we need 100). Click on the YouTube link above and hit the red 
SUBSCRIBE button next to our name. (If you don't already have a YouTube account, you 
will need to create one.) 

 
Let us know if you have any questions, and if you need or prefer, we will provide you 
with a DVD of online worship or a paper copy of the sermon and prayers. 
 
You’re invited to our parking lot for Drive-Thru Holy Communion on March 7, from  
11-11:30 AM (weather permitting). This is about an hour after the “live” worship video 
ends. 
 
Mar 7 Songs of the Heart Lent 3 (online premiere at 9:30 AM) 
 Psalm 130  Redemption 
 Drive-Thru Holy Communion 11-11:30 AM 

 
Mar 14 Songs of the Heart Lent 4 (online premiere at 9:30 AM) 
 Psalm 139  Affection 

 
Mar 21 Songs of the Heart Lent 5 (online premiere at 9:30 AM) 
 Psalm 119:9-16, 33-40 Direction 
 Holy Communion Live Online after 10 AM (following the worship premiere) 
 
Mar 28 Songs of the Heart Palm/Passion Sunday (online premiere at 9:30 AM) 
 Psalm 11:19-29  Adoration 
 
Remember, the worship videos continue to be available online anytime after they premiere. 
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March Worship — Songs of the Heart  

Come and Worship! 

Sundays  

9:30 AM—Online 

 

March 7 Drive-Thru  
Holy Communion  

11-11:30 AM 
come to the parking lot 

and we’ll guide you 
through 

http://www.facebook.com/salem.cr
http://www.salemchurch.life
http://youtube.com/channel/UCnWq4K2wc3F0nmk8h9y8Xjw
http://youtube.com/channel/UCnWq4K2wc3F0nmk8h9y8Xjw


Birthdays: 
1 Jane Dusil 
3 Lee Walker 
8 Doris Holst 
9 Kristy Flack 
9     Hudson Templeton 
11 Roger Prasil 
15 Liz Young 
15 Mara Louk 
17   Grace Archambeau 
17 Roberta Kleppe 
18 Brian Schooley 
22 Frank Conrad 
23 Mark Minger 
24 Jeremy Hague 
25 Kelly Bergmann 
27 Zach Lefebure 
28 Linda Jandik 
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March Birthdays and Anniversaries 

28 Nan Raiford 
28 Cynthia Johnson 
31 Momodu Kamara 
 
Anniversaries: 
5 Larry & Teresa Janda 
21 Kory & Linsey Thomas 
22 Wilma & Roy Livermore 
27 Evelyn & Roger Prasil 

We’re also hiring another position. 
Do you, or someone you know, have 
knowledge and experience of  
electrical, plumbing, mechanical, 
lawn care, and general carpentry 
work? We’re hiring a new Building 
Superintendent. The primary  
purpose of this position is to care for 
Salem’s buildings and grounds.  
Contact the church office for the job 
description and application or find 
them on our website at  
salemchurch.life. (Please note, these 
two positions could be combined into 
one for the right person.) 

Job Opportunities 

We're hiring! Do you, or someone you 
know, have the gift of hospitality with 
an eye for detail? Do you like to clean 
and make a room fresh? We are hiring 
a Custodian for our 6-year-old,  
beautiful facility. Contact the church 
office for the job description and  
application.  

Thank you to everyone for your 
thoughts, prayers and cards after my  
surgery. I'm doing great thanks to the 
prayers. God is Good!   

Barb Soukup  

In Gratitude 
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Finance Update 

There are four ways to give your offering •mail an offering to the 
church office •give electronically at our website  
salemchurchcr.com/donate •use the mobile app Give+ •send a text 
to (855) 917-1810 with the dollar sign and the amount you are  
giving (e.g. $25) and the text code, if applicable (e.g. $25 Heifer).  
Need help? Go to salemchurch.life. 

4 Ways to Give at Salem 

Salem Finance Update as of January 31,2021 

  

Operating Income (Annual Giving): 

    Offering Income $15,267 

    

Operating Expenses   

    Expenses to date $18,394 

    

Net Amount of Income over/(under) Expenses $(3,127) 

    

Building Fund   

    Offering Income $3,553 

    2021 Mortgage payment    7,104 

Net Amount Income over/(under) Expenses $(3,551) 

    

Building Fund Balance held in Reserve  (5.47 
months) 

$38,890 
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Mission Focus:  Heifer International                                Joni Salazar 

In remembrance of our Sister In Christ,  
Joan Erbe, our mission focus in March is 
Heifer International. Joan was very  
compassionate about donating and filling 
up an Arc. It was this time last year that 
Joan wanted to display a farm scene with 
a bunch of animals. During Lent, let’s buy 
those animals and think of Joan and her 
love to supply animals to those families in 
need.    
 
821 million people go to bed hungry every 
night. Everyone deserves a life free from  
hunger and poverty. Your gift helps 
change that. Heifer International works in 
21 countries around the world to  
strengthen local economies and build  
secure livelihoods that guarantee a living 
income to local farmers. Heifer’s  
community development model focuses 
on building social capital by increasing  
income and assets within farming families, 
improving their food security and  
nutrition, and protecting the environment 
- with women's empowerment and  
connected communities at the very  
center. They are on a mission to end  
hunger and poverty in a sustainable way 
by supporting and investing alongside  
local farmers and their communities.  

Giving an animal is like giving someone 
a small business, providing wool, milk, 
eggs and more. Animal donations can 
provide families a hand up, increasing 
access to medicine, school, food and a 
sustainable livelihood. Your animal  
donation will support the lives of  
families in need. The one you choose is 
up to you:  
  
Goat $120   Geese $20   Pig $120    
Heifer $500   Water Buffalo $250    
Rabbits $60   Flock of Chicks $20   
Sheep $120   Alpaca $150    
Ducks $20   Honeybees $30 
 

If giving by text, code is Heifer.  
Questions? Contact Joni Salazar at (319) 
573-3943 or kenwvol@crschools.us.   

Small Groups. Is there a small group of 
friends or neighbors with whom you 
could gather weekly during Lent, either 
online or safely in-person at the church 
or in your home? The small group focus 
will go along with the worship series. A 
small group study guide is available with 
scripture context and questions as well 
as questions for life sharing and growth. 
If you don’t want to start or join your 
own group, Tim King is already leading a 
sermon discussion group. Just contact 
the church office directly or via  
salemchurch.life and we’ll get you  
connected. 

Lenten Small Groups 
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Report of the Leadership Board                                                      2-16-2021                 

The monthly Board meeting opened with prayer at 5:35 
PM. Those attending were Amy Schilling, Donna  
Sanders, Jeremy Hague, Lowell Johnson, Linda Curson 
(Virtually), Richard Pankey and Pastor John Louk. 

Stewardship - Linda Curson presented final financials 
for 2020 and they are now being audited. We reviewed 
January 2021 numbers, January giving was down, and 
we had a deficit -$3,126.70. Salem is the beneficiary of 
the Francis (George) Stauffacher Estate, it is estimated 
to be approximately $250,000. The Leadership Board 
voted to accept; however, it will need to also be  
accepted by the Charge Conference later this year.  
Discussion on what to do with the funds, at this time 
we will likely put into our endowment fund for future 
needs.  

Loving, Learning, and Leading – The Leadership board 
shared personal updates. Pastor John lead a short Bible 
study, reading 2 Kings Chapter 2. This was a story about 
ministry succession. LB members were able to ask  
Pastor John questions on how the transition would 
work. While sad to see John leave, the board is excited 
to usher in a new minister.  

Trustees – Point Builders is working on completing the 
Derecho repairs, anticipate that being done soon. We 
discussed cleaning as we do not have a custodian at this 
point. We approved getting bids from a couple of  
cleaning services. Reviewed Spreadsheet items, Richard 
Pankey replaced exit light batteries. The Sprinkler and 
Fire review was completed and sent to City. We did  
receive news that the Furnace in the older section will 
need repairs/replacement, we are awaiting a bid. This is 
an unexpected budget item. Richard Pankey will repair 
the drinking fountain. Still waiting for City approval to 
remove the out building, the contractor wants this 
done while the ground is still frozen. 

SPRC – We need to hire a custodian, especially as we 
look at re-opening the church. Looking for an Outreach 
Team leader, and a Discipleship Director. At this time, 
the Leadership Board will take on the Building  
Superintendent role. We need a talented individual to 
video and edit our on-line service. John has 4 weeks of 
vacation to use prior to July 1.  

Additional Discussion – The Board spent time  
discussing re-entry. Amy shared the positivity rate is 
under 15 and we are now in the Yellow Phase. The  
Leadership board decided unanimously to start the  
re-entry process. This will begin in March with small 
groups only. Discussion on Easter Sunday services lead 

to the board agreeing to an 
Easter Sunrise (though later 
in the morning) drive in  
service. Approved the  
purchase of an FM trans-
mitter. Discussion on how 
and when to open in person 
services. Some of the issues 
discussed were limited 
attendance and how that is  
handled, cleaning, how many 
services, continuation of  
on-line services,  
coordination of staff, etc. 

 

Meeting closed with prayer at 8:45 PM. 

mailto:l.curson@salemchurchcr.com


 

 

    9:30 AM  Online Worship    

     www.facebook.com/salem.cr  
     www.salemchurch.life 
     www.salemchurchcr.com 
 
 

  Church Office closed in March 

 

March 2021 Forecaster 

3715 33rd Avenue SW 

Cedar Rapids, Iowa 52404 
 

(319) 362-6178 

office@salemchurchcr.com 

www.salemchurchcr.com 

www.facebook.com/salem.cr 

salemchurch.life  

RETURN SERVICE  

    REQUESTED  

Salem’s Sunday Morning Schedule (Online Worship Only) 

Salem’s mission is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 

“connecting people, building community, transforming lives through Jesus” 


