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U N I T  1 7   |   S E S S I O N  3

THE PEOPLE REBUILT THE TEMPLE
E Z R A  2 – 6

CHRIST CONNECTION: 
God’s people rebuilt the temple so they would have a place to worship God. 
Years later, God sent His Son, Jesus, to be with His people on earth. Jesus 
gave us something better than the temple; He gave us Himself. Jesus is with 
us wherever we go.

BIG PICTURE QUESTION:
Can God be trusted? Yes, God cannot lie, so we can trust whatever He has said.

KEY PASSAGE:
Jeremiah 17:7
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Y O U R  H E A R T  T O  T E A C H

LEADER LEADER Bible Study
Imagine this for a moment: It’s late Saturday 
night, and you’ve been out of the house all 
day. You've gone from place to place, striving 
to complete more than seemed possible from 
your calendar to-do list. You’ve just returned 
home and sat down for dinner. Suddenly 
you remember that tomorrow is Sunday. 
You quickly recall that you are scheduled to 
serve with preschoolers tomorrow morning, 
your small group is having lunch together 
after church, and you have yet to plan out 
this upcoming week—which is just as packed 
as your weekend has been. The thought 
crosses your mind, What if I just sat this one 
out tomorrow? 

Does this scenario hit close to home? 

In Ezra 3, as the work had begun to rebuild 
the temple, there was an eager desire among 
God’s people, leading them to anticipate 
what that place would afford them upon 
its completion. As the people worked and 
waited, even in the midst of their exhaustion, 
they made time to worship. 

Read Ezra 3:6. Not only was the temple 
incomplete, but the first stage of the build 
was not yet done. Still, the laborers did not 
forget or fail to keep the purpose at the 
forefront of their minds. The goal was not 
the temple; it was the Lord. 

We often find ourselves in scenarios like 
the one above, ready to make excuses to 
not do the things that matter most because 
we’ve misplaced our priorities—or at least 
lost sight of them in the whirlwind of life. 
Our decisions reflect what has the seat of 
greatest importance in our lives. 

Hebrews 10:24-25 says, “And let us 
consider one another in order to provoke 
love and good works, not neglecting to gather 
together, as some are in the habit of doing, 
but encouraging each other, and all the more 
as you see the day approaching.” 

Understanding Christ to be our greatest 
purpose and prize ought to direct our paths 
toward prioritizing our lives around Christ 
and His church. Not only 
will this be good for us, 
but it will be good for the 
rest of God’s children as 
well. When we are eager 
to be with the Lord and 
His people, not only will 
we be productive, but we 
will be truly fulfilled.

PEOPLE TO KNOW 
Zerubbabel: grandson 
of King Jehoiachin. 
Zerubbabel returned 
from exile as a leader 
and helped rebuild 
the altar and lay 
the foundation of 
the temple.
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GATHER GATHER Supplies
Keep these items on hand for each session: Allergy Alert, Bibles, construction paper, copy 
paper, washable markers, crayons, scissors (adult use), blunt-tipped scissors, glue sticks, 
glue, blocks, baby dolls, play dough, world map or globe, snack food, paper cups, and napkins. 

WELCOME

Welcome
  F “The Person Who 
Trusts in the LORD 
(Jeremiah 17:7)” song

Activity Page
  F “Crack the Code” 
activity page, 1 per 
child

Make shape art
  F pre-cut construction 
paper squares, 
rectangles, and 
triangles 

Transition
  F countdown video 
(optional)

LEARN

Introduce the Bible story
  F real or toy hammer 

Learn about the Bible
  F bookmark
  F Giant Timeline 
or Small Group 
Timeline 

Tell the Bible story
  F Bible Story Picture 
Poster

  F “The People Rebuilt 
the Temple” video 
(optional)

  F storytelling tips props 
(optional) 

Practice the key passage
  F Key Passage Marker
  F Key Passage Poster
  F “The Person Who 
Trusts in the LORD 
(Jeremiah 17:7)” song

Learn the Big Picture 
Question and Answer

  F Big Picture Question 
Poster

LOVE

Snack and talk
  F hand sanitizer 
(optional)

  F Bible Story Picture 
Poster

  F Big Picture Question 
Poster

LIVE

Help around the 
classroom

  F empty water spray 
bottles

  F sponges
  F toy vacuum cleaner 
(optional)

  F child-size broom 
(optional)

Construct the temple
  F plastic interlocking 
blocks

  F Bible Story Picture 
Poster 

Build a wall 
  F shoe boxes and other 
size shipping boxes

  F cardboard blocks or 
wooden blocks  

PREPARE 

Y O U R  H E A R T  T O  T E A C H
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WELCOME WELCOME Preschoolers
Post an allergy alert, if needed. Set out supplies to engage preschoolers as they arrive. 
Play music as you welcome preschoolers. Greet children by name at eye level. Follow your 
church’s security procedures.  

ACTIVITY PAGE
Lead preschoolers to complete “Crack the Code” on the activity page.

SAY   In today’s activity page you tried to figure out the message God sent to His people. God 
wanted His people to remember that He was with them. Where are some places that you go? [Allow 
responses.] God is also with you wherever you go!  

SESSION STARTER
Use one or both of the following options to engage curiosity about today’s Bible story. 

WORK WITH PLAY DOUGH  

Encourage the children to use the play dough to build a structure. Ideas include a palace, a 
house, or a church. Once children are done with their creation, invite volunteers to tell the 
class what they built with their play dough.   

SAY   You did a great job using your hands to build with the play dough. In today’s Bible story, 
God’s people were continuing to work with their hands to rebuild God’s temple. Do you think they 
finished the temple?  

MAKE SHAPE ART

Invite the children to use construction paper, glue, and pre-cut shapes such as squares, 
rectangles, and triangles to create their own picture of the rebuilt temple. Use the Bible story 
picture poster as a visual reference. 

SAY   You used squares, rectangles, and triangles to build the temple. The temple was where 
God’s people went to worship Him. We are going to read about God’s people and what it was like for 
them to rebuild the temple after it was destroyed.  

TRANSITION TO LEARN
Gain preschoolers’ attention by showing the countdown video, turning the lights off and on, 
or clapping a simple rhythm for children to copy. Invite preschoolers to hop like a frog as 
they transition to Learn.

WELCOME
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LEARN 

T H E  S T O R Y  O F  T H E  G O S P E L

LEARN LEARN the Bible Story
INTRODUCE THE BIBLE STORY
Bring in a real or toy hammer to show the kids. 

SAY   What is this? [Allow responses.] Yes, that’s right, it’s a hammer! And what do we use 
a hammer for? [Allow responses.] We can use a hammer to nail, fix, or even to build things. In 
today’s story we will read about God’s people and how they rebuilt the temple.   

LEARN ABOUT THE BIBLE
Place a bookmark at Ezra 2–6 in your Bible. Invite a preschooler to open it. Reverently display 
the open Bible. 

SAY   The Bible is God’s Word and shares with us the history of God’s people and how He sent 
Jesus to save humans from sin. God has shared His Word with us because He loves us and wants us 
to know Him. God’s Word is true. Today’s Bible story comes from the Book of Ezra.   

Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline or small group timeline. Remind children 
that all the stories in the Bible fit together to tell an even bigger story. The Bible tells us the 
big story of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

TELL THE BIBLE STORY
Tell the following Bible story using the provided storytelling tips or show the video. Use the 
bold version of the Bible story for younger preschoolers.

THE PEOPLE REBUILT THE TEMPLE
  A man named Zerubbabel (zuh RUHB uh buhl) led God’s people back home to start rebuilding 

God’s temple. First, the priests made the altar and gave offerings to God. Then workers made the 
foundation, or the bottom, of the temple. When the foundation was complete, the people shouted and 
sang songs to God. “God is good! He is loving and always will be!” they said. 

Not everyone was happy though. Some of the older people remembered what the first temple had 
looked like long ago, before it had been knocked down. The people were sad, and they cried loudly. 

The people kept working, but after a while, their neighbors said, “Stop building the temple!” 
So God’s people stopped. Building the temple was hard. Maybe God doesn’t want us to build it, 
they thought. But God did want His people to finish the temple. God sent prophets to talk to the 
people. The prophets said, “Keep building. God is with you.” So God’s people started to work on the 
temple again. 

At this time, King Darius (duh RIGH uhs) ruled over the land where God’s people lived. Darius 
put a helper in charge of the land where God’s people lived. 

The king’s helper saw God’s people working. He asked their leader Zerubbabel, “Do you have 
permission to rebuild this temple?” 
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LEARN 

T H E  S T O R Y  O F  T H E  G O S P E L

“Yes,” said Zerubbabel. The helper sent a letter to King Darius to find out 
if Zerubbabel was telling the truth. The letter to the king said this: “Dear King 
Darius, the people here are working hard to build the temple to their God. They said 
King Cyrus said they could build. Is that true?” 

King Cyrus had been king before Darius. When a king made an important 
decision, someone wrote it down on a scroll. So Darius looked for the old scroll. 
His servants found it! The scroll said, “Let God’s people rebuild the temple.” 
God’s people had told the truth! 

So King Darius wrote a letter back to his helper. He said, “Do not bother the 
workers at the temple or try to stop them. Give them anything they need.” The 
king’s helper obeyed King Darius’s order. God’s people kept building, and soon the 
temple was finished! The people celebrated the Passover and thanked God.   

CHRIST CONNECTION

SAY   God’s people rebuilt the temple so they would have a place to worship God. 
Years later, God sent His Son, Jesus, to be with His people on earth. Jesus gave us 
something better than the temple; He gave us Himself. Jesus is with us wherever 
we go.    

REVIEW THE BIBLE STORY

SAY   A man named Zerubbabel led God’s people back home to start rebuilding 
God’s temple. The people rejoiced, but some were also sad because the temple 
did not look the way it did before it was destroyed. The people continued building 
until their neighbors discouraged them and made them afraid. God sent prophets 
to encourage His people to continue building. Once they started building again, 
one of the king’s helpers questioned them about whether they should be building. 
King Darius told them ‘Yes, they can rebuild the house of God. Make sure they have 
everything they need to build the temple.’ God’s people kept building, and soon the 
temple was finished! The people rejoiced and thanked God.   

PRACTICE THE KEY PASSAGE
Place the key passage marker at Jeremiah 17:7. Invite a child to open your Bible 
to the key passage. Read the key passage aloud. Invite children to take turns 
repeating key passage phrase while standing on one foot. 

SAY   God’s people had to trust God and His message from the prophets as they 
set out to rebuild the temple. It took time and they faced challenges, but God never 
failed. God blessed His people for putting their confidence in Him.   

Sing the key passage song, “The Person Who Trusts in the LoRd 
(Jeremiah 17:7).” You may also choose to sing a worship song of your choice. 

STORYTELLING TIPS
Hammer away: Lead 
children to pretend to 
hammer something, as if 
they are helping to build 
the temple, whenever the 
word “temple” is said. 

Identify happy and 
sad: Guide the children 
to identify happy 
(celebrating, completing 
the temple) and sad 
(crying, stopping the 
work) moments in the 
story. Tell them to make 
happy faces during the 
happy moments and sad 
faces during the sad 
moments.
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LEARN 

T H E  S T O R Y  O F  T H E  G O S P E L

LEARN THE BIG PICTURE QUESTION AND ANSWER 

SAY   Can God be trusted? Yes, God cannot lie, so we can trust whatever He has said. 
God’s people had to learn to trust the Lord after 70 years away from their home and waiting 
years to rebuild the temple. God proved to them He can be trusted and they completed building 
the temple.   

MISSIONS MOMENT

SAY   Hudson Taylor changed some things about mission work many years ago that are still 
in place today. His work in China was very important to reaching people in China then and now. 
Hudson Taylor continued working in China through some hard times with his ministry, sickness, 
and deaths of some of his family members. Hudson Taylor spend a total of 51 years as a missionary 
to China!   

Pray, thanking God for missionaries who continue their mission work through hard times in 
their lives. Pray for the strength and health of missionaries serving all over the world.  
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LOVE 

T H E  G O D  O F  T H E  G O S P E L

LOVE LOVE God because of what we learned
PRAY
Invite preschoolers to close their eyes and think about God as they talk with Him.

SAY   Father, thank You for sending Your Son, Jesus, to save us. Because of Jesus we don’t need a 
temple to worship You. Thank You for being with us wherever we go. Amen.  

SNACK AND TALK 
Post an allergy alert. Wash hands or use hand sanitizer. Serve a snack. Show the Bible story 
picture poster as you ask the following questions. Retell parts of the Bible story as needed.

SAY   What was your favorite part of today’s Bible story?   

SAY   What did you learn about God in today’s Bible story?   

SAY   Who led God’s people in rebuilding the temple?   

SAY   Can God be trusted? Yes, God cannot lie, so we can trust whatever He has said.  

WIGGLE AROUND
Spread the children out around the room to give them space to move safely. Invite the 
children to make movements with their bodies that show joy. Encourage them to jump in the 
air, lift their hands, (safely) spin a in circle, or do a happy dance. Suggest that each child take 
a turn showing his movement to the group. Ask the group to imitate his movement. Help 
the children to imagine the joy God’s people had after finally completing the temple after 
many years.

SAY   We used our bodies to show excitement and joy! God’s people were filled with joy after the 
temple was built. What kind of movements do you think they made with their bodies?  
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LIVE 

T H E  M I S S I O N  O F  T H E  G O S P E L

LIVE LIVE for God out of love
Choose the activities that best fit your group, space, available resources, and time 
constraints. Set up activities in one of these ways: as a group, all at the same time; in small 
groups that rotate through each activity; or set up as centers, allowing preschoolers to 
browse and choose. 

FIND THE SCROLL 
Before the session, write the words Let God’s people rebuild the temple on a piece of copy paper. 
Roll the paper into a scroll. Gather the children in a group on the floor. Ask a child to come 
forward and turn his back to the class. Tell all of the children to put their hands behind their 
backs. Give the scroll to one of the children. Tell the child at the front to face the class and 
guess who is holding the scroll behind their back. When guessed correctly, lead the child who 
was holding the scroll to become the guesser. Continue play, allowing each child to have a 
turn to guess who is holding the scroll. 

SAY   Was it hard figuring out who had the scroll? King Darius’ servants found the scroll that King 
Cyrus made that declared that God’s people could rebuild the temple. Let’s open this scroll and see 
what it says! [Open the scroll and read it.] When King Darius read this message he told his servants 
to let the people build the temple and to give them anything they needed. God’s people rebuilt the 
temple to have a place to worship God. God sent Jesus to be with His people on earth. Jesus gave us 
something way better than a temple, He gave us Himself!  

HELP AROUND THE CLASSROOM 
Tell the children that you need their help tidying up the classroom. Enlist a group of children 
to look for paper on the floor that needs to be thrown away. Task another group of children 
to use empty spray water bottles and sponges to pretend they are cleaning the classroom. 
Consider providing child-size brooms or a toy vacuum cleaner for children to clean the floor. 
As your class works together, remind the children that God’s people worked together to 
rebuild the temple. 

SAY   Today you helped take care of our classroom! How did it make you feel to take care of the 
classroom? [Allow responses.] What was your favorite part of taking care of our room? [Allow 
responses.] God’s people worked together to rebuild the temple; that was a big job! The people 
trusted God and with His help they were able to finish building the temple! Can God be trusted? 
Yes, God cannot lie, so we can trust whatever He has said. One day we won’t need a church 
building anymore because we will worship God forever in His kingdom.  
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CONSTRUCT THE TEMPLE 
Form groups of two children and give each group some plastic interlocking blocks. Display 
the Bible story picture poster where all of the children can easily see it. Encourage the 
children to use the interlocking blocks to build a structure that looks like the temple. 
Encourage them to work together and remind them that it does not have to look exactly like 
the picture.

SAY   After waiting so long, the people were finally able to complete the temple. We are going to 
work together to build a structure with the blocks, just like God’s people worked together to build the 
temple. Thankfully, we do not need to go to a temple to worship God. God gave us Jesus and He is 
with us wherever we go.  

BUILD A WALL 
Lead preschoolers to use the boxes, cardboard blocks, or wooden blocks to build a wall. As 
preschoolers build, talk about how the first sections of the Great Wall of China were made 
of earth, stones, and wood. Later on, bricks, tiles, and stone were used for the wall. Much of 
the wall is high up in the mountains. Challenge the preschoolers to build a wall that stretches 
across the classroom. As preschoolers build, pray for the people of China to have open 
ears to listen and learn about Jesus. Pray that God will help the missionaries as they work 
in China. 

SAY   The Great Wall in China is very old. It was built before Hudson Taylor arrived in China. The 
wall is thousands of miles long and is the longest structure ever built. Many visitors to China go to 
see the wall. Over 19 million people a year visit the Great Wall.  

TRANSITION
Invite preschoolers to complete their coloring pages. Consider leading preschoolers to sing 
the key passage song or involving them in a simple game to practice the key passage or big 
picture question. If parents are picking up children at this time, tell them something that 
their child enjoyed doing or did well during the session. Give parents the completed activity 
page. Distribute the big picture cards for families. Encourage parents to engage with the 
family discussion starters and family activities during the week.
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