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U N I T  1 7   |   S E S S I O N  2

ZECHARIAH GAVE HOPE
Z E C H A R I A H  1 3 – 1 4

CHRIST CONNECTION: 
Zechariah spoke a message of hope to God’s people. God would one day set up 
a new and better kingdom with a new and better King. God kept His promise 
by sending Jesus. Because of Jesus, we can have hope and forgiveness of sins 
by trusting in Him.

BIG PICTURE QUESTION:
Can God be trusted? Yes, God cannot lie, so we can trust whatever He has said.

KEY PASSAGE:
Jeremiah 17:7

Unit 17 • Session 2

© 2022 Lifeway



PREPARE

PREPARE YOUR HEART 
TO TEACH

WELCOME

GREET PRESCHOOLERS  
and OPEN  

THE SESSION

LEARN

TEACH PRESCHOOLERS  
THE STORY  

OF THE GOSPEL

LOVE

LEAD PRESCHOOLERS TO  
LOVE THE GOD  
OF THE GOSPEL 

LIVE

LEAD PRESCHOOLERS TO  
LIVE OUT THE MISSION 

OF THE GOSPEL

15-20 
MINUTES

20-25 
MINUTES

THE WEEK

PRIOR 10-15 
MINUTES

10-15 
MINUTES

Zechariah Gave Hope | 57

PREPARE 

Y O U R  H E A R T  T O  T E A C H

LEADER LEADER Bible Study
Peace and security are words often heard in 
the whirlwind of our news cycles. They are 
used as ideas or desires that require work 
to achieve. They are used in the negative 
sense of not being a current reality. They are 
used as the aim, answer, or solution to the 
world’s problems.

Though the idea of peace and security 
are not foreign to our vernacular, they are 
most certainly foreign to much of our world’s 
reality. It is hard to find a pocket of the earth 
that might be described with these terms. 
Rather, what is often found is chaos and fear.  

When we understand the true impact of 
sin on the world, this comes as no surprise. 
It’s not shocking to see the news of war 
and violence. It does not bring amazement 
to hear of murder and strife. There is 
no astonishment at the experience of 
disappointment or pain because we know 
that we live in a world riddled with sin and 
its implications. 

Read the words of Zechariah 14:11. What 
comes to mind? “People will live there, 
and never again will there be a curse of 
complete destruction. So Jerusalem will dwell 
in security.”

Are you struck by the thought of such a 
place that could be described as secure? Are 
you left longing for that to be your reality? 

Are you doubtful that this could ever be 
a reality? 

Ultimately, this is a promise that is sure 
to happen. This promise is reiterated in 
Deuteronomy 7:7-9:

“The LoRd had his heart set on you and 
chose you, not because you were more 
numerous than all peoples, for you were the 
fewest of all peoples. But because the LoRd 
loved you and kept the oath he swore to your 
ancestors, he brought you out with a strong 
hand and redeemed you from the place of 
slavery, from the power of Pharaoh king 
of Egypt. Know that the LoRd your God is 
God, the faithful God who keeps his gracious 
covenant loyalty for a thousand generations 
with those who love him 
and keep his commands.” 

This promise was for 
God’s people then, and it 
is for all who follow Jesus 
today as well. This peace 
and security is ours in 
Christ. As sure as Christ 
has come, lived, died, and 
risen, so can we find rest 
that this promise is true 
and this day will come.

PEOPLE TO 
KNOW 

Zechariah: prophet 
who encouraged 
God’s people to finish 
rebuilding the temple. 
He also encouraged 
the people to rebuild 
their relationship 
with God and truly 
worship Him.

Zechariah Gave Hope
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GATHER GATHER Supplies
Keep these items on hand for each session: Allergy Alert, Bibles, construction paper, copy 
paper, washable markers, crayons, scissors (adult use), blunt-tipped scissors, glue sticks, 
glue, blocks, baby dolls, play dough, world map or globe, snack food, paper cups, and napkins. 

WELCOME

Welcome
  F “The Person Who 
Trusts in the LORD 
(Jeremiah 17:7)” song

Activity Page
  F “Color by Number” 
activity page, 1 per 
child

Trace letters
  F painters tape
  F craft pom-poms
  F chenille stems

Transition
  F countdown video 
(optional)

LEARN

Learn about the Bible
  F bookmark
  F Giant Timeline 
or Small Group 
Timeline 

Tell the Bible story
  F Bible Story Picture 
Poster

  F “Zechariah Gave 
Hope” video 
(optional)

  F storytelling tips props 
(optional) 

Practice the key passage
  F Key Passage Marker
  F Key Passage Poster
  F “The Person Who 
Trusts in the LORD 
(Jeremiah 17:7)” song

Learn the Big Picture 
Question and Answer

  F Big Picture Question 
Poster

Missions moment
  F “Hudson Taylor” 
missions video

LOVE

Snack and talk
  F hand sanitizer 
(optional)

  F Bible Story Picture 
Poster

  F Big Picture Question 
Poster

Make butter together
  F plastic jar with a 
screw top lid

  Fmarbles, 2
  F heavy whipping 
cream

  F salt
  F crackers 
  F paper plates
  F “The Person Who 
Trusts in the LORD 
(Jeremiah 17:7)” song 
(optional)

LIVE

  

Assemble a sheep craft
  F paper plates, 1 per 
child

  F black construction 
paper circles, 1 per 
child

  F small black 
construction paper 
ovals, 2 per child

  F black construction 
paper strips, 2 per 
child

  F googly eyes, 2 per 
child

  F  shredded paper

Play a matching game
  F “Mandarin Character 
Matching Cards” 
printable, 2 copies

  F heavyweight paper

PREPARE 

Y O U R  H E A R T  T O  T E A C H
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Transition from WELCOME to LEARN
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WELCOME WELCOME Preschoolers
Post an allergy alert, if needed. Set out supplies to engage preschoolers as they arrive. 
Play music as you welcome preschoolers. Greet children by name at eye level. Follow your 
church’s security procedures.  

ACTIVITY PAGE
Lead preschoolers to complete “Color by Number” on the activity page.

SAY   Today’s activity page reveals a message that God’s people needed to hear. God does not 
forget His people, and He has a plan for them even when times get hard or scary.  

SESSION STARTER
Use one or both of the following options to engage curiosity about today’s Bible story. 

FORM A MESSAGE  

Invite the children to work together and make each letter in the word HOPE using only their 
bodies. Instruct them to lay on the floor (giving each other appropriate space) and make the 
letters H-O-P-E. Supervise carefully to insure no child is accidentally hurt or kicked. Consider 
taking a photo to show children what their formed word looked like. Be sure to follow your 
church’s policies for photographing children. 

SAY   We used our bodies to make the word hope. Today’s story is about a prophet named 
Zechariah who gave a message of hope to God’s people during a hard time when they really needed 
to hear and remember God’s promises.  

TRACE LETTERS

To prepare, use the painter’s tape on the floor or a table to make the word HOPE in all capital 
letters. Set out craft pom-poms and chenille stems close to the letters. Invite the children to 
use the materials to fill each letter of the word. 

SAY   I see the letters H, O, P, E. Those letters spell the word hope! Zechariah was a prophet who 
gave God’s people a message of hope when they were very discouraged and stopped building the 
temple. What do you think the message of hope was to God’s people?  

TRANSITION TO LEARN
Gain preschoolers’ attention by showing the countdown video, turning the lights off and on, 
or clapping a simple rhythm for children to copy. Invite preschoolers to hop on one foot as 
they transition to Learn.

WELCOME
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LEARN 

T H E  S T O R Y  O F  T H E  G O S P E L

LEARN LEARN the Bible Story
INTRODUCE THE BIBLE STORY
Ask the children about a time they have ever hoped for something to happen.  

SAY   The Bible describes hope as something we are eagerly waiting for even though we can’t 
see it. In today’s Bible story we will read about a prophet who shared a message of hope with 
God’s people.   

LEARN ABOUT THE BIBLE
Place a bookmark at Zechariah 13–14 in your Bible. Invite a preschooler to open it. Reverently 
display the open Bible. 

SAY   The Bible is God’s Word and shares with us the history of God’s people and how He sent 
Jesus to save humans from sin. God has shared His Word with us because He loves us and wants us 
to know Him. God’s Word is true. Today’s Bible story comes from the Book of Zechariah.   

Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline or small group timeline. Remind children 
that all the stories in the Bible fit together to tell an even bigger story. The Bible tells us the 
big story of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

TELL THE BIBLE STORY
Tell the following Bible story using the provided storytelling tips or show the video. Use the 
bold version of the Bible story for younger preschoolers.

ZECHARIAH GAVE HOPE
  After living in another land for many years, God’s people were finally home! Some of them had 

traveled to Jerusalem to rebuild God’s temple. They had started the work, but then they stopped 
because their neighbors didn’t want them to rebuild the temple. 

God sent prophets to encourage His people to finish the temple and give them a message. One 
of those prophets was named Zechariah (ZEK uh RIGH uh). God told Zechariah what would happen 
in the future, and then Zechariah told the people what God said. 

Zechariah gave a message of hope. This is what Zechariah said: “One day, people in this land 
will only worship God. God will take away the idols and no one will remember these idols or worship 
them.” God was going to set up a new kingdom. 

Zechariah said God would give His people a new King—like a shepherd who cares for a flock 
of sheep. “There will be hard times, but God will be doing something good,” Zechariah explained. 

In this new kingdom, God will judge and punish all bad things. He will lead His own people back 
to Himself. Zechariah said, “The people will call out to God, and He will answer them. He will 
say, ‘You are My people,’ and they will answer, ‘The LORD is our God.’” 
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LEARN 

T H E  S T O R Y  O F  T H E  G O S P E L

The new kingdom will have a new city—a New Jerusalem—that brings all the 
nations together and heals all of creation.   

CHRIST CONNECTION

SAY   Zechariah spoke a message of hope to God’s people. God would one day set 
up a new and better kingdom with a new and better King. God kept His promise by 
sending Jesus. Because of Jesus, we can have hope and forgiveness of sins by trusting 
in Him.    

REVIEW THE BIBLE STORY

SAY   God’s people returned to Jerusalem to rebuild the temple, but their 
neighbors were discouraging them from completing their work. God sent His 
prophet, Zechariah, to give His people hope and encourage them to continue 
building. Zechariah told the people one day God would remove all the idols and only 
He would be worshiped in the land. God would send a new King that would be like a 
good shepherd that protects and cares for his sheep. There will be hard times, but in 
the end God will make things new and punish all evil. God will be worshiped by His 
people and all nations. He will create a new kingdom with a ‘New Jerusalem’.   

PRACTICE THE KEY PASSAGE
Place the key passage marker at Jeremiah 17:7. Invite a child to open your 
Bible to the key passage. Read the key passage aloud. Invite the children to 
do a pat-clap rhythm (pat their legs and clap their hands) as they repeat the 
key passage. 

SAY   The person who trusts in the Lord will not be let down and his life will be 
blessed. God’s people had to trust God even when hard times came. God promised 
them that, in the end, He would punish evil and make a new, perfect kingdom where 
His people would be blessed and worship only Him.   

Sing the key passage song, “The Person Who Trusts in the LoRd 
(Jeremiah 17:7).” You may also choose to sing a worship song of your choice. 

STORYTELLING TIPS
Use props: Wear a 
construction hat when 
describing how the 
temple was rebuilt. 
Hold a shepherd’s crook 
when describing how 
the new King will be a 
shepherd. Hold a judge’s 
gavel when describing 
how God will judge and 
punish all evil.

Listen for “hope”: Each 
time the word “hope” is 
said in the story, prompt 
the children to lift their 
hands in the air in praise.
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Transition from LEARN to LOVE
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LEARN 

T H E  S T O R Y  O F  T H E  G O S P E L

LEARN THE BIG PICTURE QUESTION AND ANSWER 

SAY   Can God be trusted? Yes, God cannot lie, so we can trust whatever He has said. Through 
Zechariah, God told His people He would send a Shepherd and King to save them who would 
establish a ‘New Jerusalem.’ He has fulfilled His promise by sending His Son, Jesus, who leads us and 
will reign forever as our King.   

MISSIONS MOMENT
Show the “Hudson Taylor” missions video.

SAY   The church Hudson led grew to 21 members. Later, Hudson became sick and went back to 
England to get well. While he was in England, Hudson continued to translate the Bible into Chinese. 
He began a ministry called “China Inland Mission” (CIM). Hudson continued to pray for more 
missionaries to volunteer to go to China.   

Pray for the missionaries and the for the work they are doing in China. Ask God to send more 
missionaries to China to share the gospel with non-believers.    
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Transition from LOVE to LIVE
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LOVE 

T H E  G O D  O F  T H E  G O S P E L

LOVE LOVE God because of what we learned
PRAY
Invite preschoolers to close their eyes and think about God as they talk with Him.

SAY   Father, thank You for sending Your Son, Jesus, to rescue us. May we have hope and believe 
Your Word. We look forward to the day when we can be with You forever in Your Kingdom. Amen.  

SNACK AND TALK 
Post an allergy alert. Wash hands or use hand sanitizer. Serve a snack. Show the Bible story 
picture poster as you ask the following questions. Retell parts of the Bible story as needed.

SAY   What was your favorite part of today’s Bible story?   

SAY   What did you learn about God in today’s Bible story?   

SAY   What is the name of the prophet who delivered a message of hope to God’s people?   

SAY   Can God be trusted? Yes, God cannot lie, so we can trust whatever He has said.  

MAKE BUTTER TOGETHER 
Post an allergy alert. Fill a plastic jar halfway with heavy whipping cream. Add a pinch of salt 
and two marbles to the jar before securing the lid tightly. Tell the children that you will work 
together to make some delicious butter. Gather the children in a circle and show them how to 
vigorously shake the jar. Pass the jar around the circle so each child gets a chance to shake it. 
Consider playing the key passage song, “The Person Who Trusts in the LoRd (Jeremiah 17:7)” 
or other worship music as the children shake the jar. After five minutes, check the butter to 
see if it is solidifying. Remind the children to be patient and to not give up as they shake the 
jar. Once the butter is formed, remove the marbles, pour out the excess milk, and give each 
child some butter on a cracker to taste. Provide an additional snack to children whom may 
have allergies or dietary restrictions.   

SAY   Was it easy or hard to wait for the butter? [Allow responses.] Sometimes waiting on 
something we are hoping for is hard. Zechariah told the people, ‘There will be hard times, but God 
will be doing something good.’ Zechariah gave a message of God’s hope. God’s people waited for 
Him to send someone to save them and in time God would send His Son, Jesus, who would rescue us 
from sin and who will one day reign as King over a new and perfect kingdom.  
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LIVE 

T H E  M I S S I O N  O F  T H E  G O S P E L

LIVE LIVE for God out of love
Choose the activities that best fit your group, space, available resources, and time 
constraints. Set up activities in one of these ways: as a group, all at the same time; in small 
groups that rotate through each activity; or set up as centers, allowing preschoolers to 
browse and choose. 

START AND STOP  
Give each child 10 blocks. Tell the children to begin building a tower when you say hope and 
to freeze when you say stop. Continue saying both words until the first child completes his 
tower. Restart the game and continue play for as long as time and interest allow.   

SAY   How did it feel to stop and start rebuilding your tower? God’s people began rebuilding the 
temple, but their neighbors told them to stop. God sent prophets like Zechariah to deliver a message 
of hope to His people. This message of hope told the people that one day everyone would worship 
God alone and that He would build a new kingdom. God gives us hope too, specifically through 
sending His Son, Jesus, to die for our sins.  

SHARE A MESSAGE OF HOPE 
Tell the children they are going to share God’s message of hope with people at church today. 
Instruct the children to line up behind you. Lead the children around the room and say the 
phrase “You are my people.” Instruct the group following you to respond by saying “The LoRd 
is our God.” Lead the children to exit the room and follow you around the church campus, 
continuing to repeat the phrases. Be sure to follow your church’s guidelines for leaving the 
classroom and walking around your church campus. 

SAY   Zechariah was sent to give a message of hope to God’s people. He told the people that God 
would answer them when they cried out to Him. God hears us when we talk to Him too! God gives us 
hope through sending His Son, Jesus, who gave His life for forgiveness of our sins.  
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LIVE 

T H E  M I S S I O N  O F  T H E  G O S P E L

ASSEMBLE A SHEEP CRAFT  
Distribute a paper plate and glue stick to each child. Tape two black construction paper strips 
to the back of the plate to create the sheep’s front legs. Instruct the preschoolers to glue 
shredded paper to the plate. Fill the plate with shredded paper to make an extra fluffy sheep! 
Lead preschoolers to glue a black circle to the plate for the sheep’s head, add two small black 
ovals for ears, and glue on googly eyes.  

SAY   What do we call the person whose job is taking care of sheep? [Allow responses.] That’s 
right, a shepherd! It is the shepherd’s job to feed, protect, and rescue his sheep if they are in danger. 
The sheep trust that their shepherd will take care of them. Can God be trusted? Yes, God cannot 
lie, so we can trust whatever He has said. Zechariah said God would give His people a new King 
that would be like a shepherd who cares for his flock of sheep. Jesus is our King and Shepherd. Jesus 
loves us and we can trust that He will take care of us and give us everything we need. 

PLAY A MATCHING GAME 
Print two copies of the “Mandarin Character Matching Cards” printable on heavyweight paper 
and cut them apart. (For large groups, print several sets so more preschoolers can look for 
matches at one time.) Place the cards faceup on the floor or on a table. Suggest a preschooler 
look at the characters on the cards and choose two characters that match. Continue until all 
sets are matched. Then shuffle the cards and allow other preschoolers to find a match. For an 
additional challenge, place the cards facedown and lead preschoolers to select cards to find 
matches. Pray for missionaries who are studying languages that are hard to learn so they 
can tell the people about Jesus. Thank God for people like Hudson Taylor who began telling 
people in China about Jesus many years ago.

SAY   We see Mandarin characters on these cards. Many people think Mandarin, the language 
spoken in China, is one of the hardest languages to learn. Learning a difficult language is one of the 
many challenges for missionaries in China. Hudson Taylor, a missionary to China long ago, started 
studying Mandarin when he was a teenager. He wanted to go to China one day to tell the Chinese 
people about Jesus.  

TRANSITION
Invite preschoolers to complete their coloring pages. Consider leading preschoolers to sing 
the key passage song or involving them in a simple game to practice the key passage or big 
picture question. If parents are picking up children at this time, tell them something that 
their child enjoyed doing or did well during the session. Give parents the completed activity 
page. Distribute the big picture cards for families. Encourage parents to engage with the 
family discussion starters and family activities during the week.
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