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U N I T  1 7   |   S E S S I O N  3

THE PEOPLE REBUILT THE TEMPLE
E Z R A  2 – 6

CHRIST CONNECTION: 
God’s people rebuilt the temple so they would have a place to worship God. 
Years later, God sent His Son, Jesus, to be with His people on earth.

BIG PICTURE QUESTION:
Can God be trusted? Yes, we can trust whatever He has said.

KEY PASSAGE PHRASE:
The person who trusts in the Lord is blessed. Jeremiah 17:7
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PREPARE 

Y O U R  H E A R T  T O  T E A C H

LEADER LEADER Bible Study
Imagine this for a moment: It’s late Saturday 
night, and you’ve been out of the house all 
day. You’ve gone from place to place, striving 
to complete more than seemed possible from 
your calendar to-do list. You’ve just returned 
home and sat down for dinner. Suddenly 
you remember that tomorrow is Sunday. 
You quickly recall that you are scheduled to 
serve with preschoolers tomorrow morning, 
your small group is having lunch together 
after church, and you have yet to plan out 
this upcoming week—which is just as packed 
as your weekend has been. The thought 
crosses your mind, What if I just sat this one out 
tomorrow? 

Does this scenario hit close to home? 

In Ezra 3, as the work had begun to rebuild 
the temple, there was an eager desire among 
God’s people, leading them to anticipate 
what that place would afford them upon 
its completion. As the people worked and 
waited, even in the midst of their exhaustion, 
they made time to worship. 

Read Ezra 3:6. Not only was the temple 
incomplete, but the first stage of the build 
was not yet done. Still, the laborers did not 
forget or fail to keep the purpose at the 
forefront of their minds. The goal was not 
the temple; it was the Lord. 

We often find ourselves in scenarios like 

the one above, ready to make excuses to 
not do the things that matter most because 
we’ve misplaced our priorities—or at least 
lost sight of them in the whirlwind of life. 
Our decisions reflect what has the seat of 
greatest importance in our lives. 

Hebrews 10:24-25 says, “And let us 
consider one another in order to provoke 
love and good works, not neglecting to gather 
together, as some are in the habit of doing, 
but encouraging each other, and all the more 
as you see the day approaching.” 

Understanding Christ to be our greatest 
purpose and prize ought to direct our paths 
toward prioritizing our lives around Christ 
and His church. Not 
only will this be good 
for us, but it will be 
good for the rest of 
God’s children as well. 
When we are eager to 
be with the Lord and 
His people, not only 
will we be productive, 
but we will be truly 
satisfied.

PEOPLE TO KNOW 
Zerubbabel: grandson 
of King Jehoiachin. 
Zerubbabel returned 
from exile as a leader 
and helped rebuild 
the altar and lay the 
foundation of the 
temple.
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GATHER GATHER Supplies
Keep a supply of the following items available during all teaching sessions: Allergy Alert, 
Bibles, washable markers, crayons, scissors (adult use), blunt-tipped scissors, construction 
paper, copy paper, glue sticks, glue, tape, baby dolls, blocks, play dough, and a beanbag.  

WELCOME

Play in sand
  F Big Picture 
Question Poster

  F large plastic 
container

  F clean play sand
  F small 
construction 
vehicles

  F polished stones 
(large enough so 
children do not 
put them in the 
mouths)

  F Big Picture 
Question Poster

  F broom and 
dustpan (for 
cleanup)

LEARN

Introduce the Bible 
story

  F various plastic 
toy tools, 1 per 
child

Review the Bible story
  F plastic toolbox
  F plastic toy 
tools used in 
“Introduce the 
Bible story”

Learn key passage 
phrase

  F Key Passage 
Phrase Marker

  F construction hat
  F disinfecting 
wipes

LOVE

Dress like 
construction workers 

  F toy construction 
hats

  F construction 
vests

  F toy tool belt
  F plastic toolbox 
and toy tools 
used in “Review 
the Bible story”

  F safety goggles
  F disinfecting 
wipes

Create trail mix 
  F Bible Story 
Picture Poster

  F large plastic 
mixing bowl

  F large spoon
  F plastic 
measuring 
scoops

  F small plastic 
bowls

  F small cheese 
crackers

  F dried fruit
  F variety of dried 
cereals

  F small pretzel 
sticks

  F chocolate chips

LIVE

Paint with plastic 
blocks

  F plastic 
interlocking 
blocks

  F washable paint
  F foam or paper 
plates

  F smocks
  F Key Passage 
Phrase Poster

Build a wall
  F shoe boxes 
and other size 
shipping boxes

  F cardboard or 
wooden blocks 

Snack and transition
  F snacks
  F Activity Page, 
1 per child

BONUS 

Introductory group 
time activity

  F large cardboard 
blocks

Practice the key 
passage phrase

  F Key Passage 
Phrase Marker

Build with craft sticks 
and clothespins

  F assorted craft 
sticks

  F spring-type 
clothespins

Trace around toy 
tools

  F plastic toy 
tools used in 
“Dress like 
construction 
workers”

PREPARE 

Y O U R  H E A R T  T O  T E A C H
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Transition from WELCOME to LEARN
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Provide as many learning activities as possible from the Love and Live sections to give 
preschoolers choices to learn. Incorporate the Bible story, the Christ connection, and key 
passage phrase in your conversations as the preschoolers engage in learning activities 
throughout the session. 

WELCOMEWELCOME

Use the following activity to greet children as they enter the classroom. Talk about the big 
picture question and answer. After each child completes the welcome activity, encourage him 
to participate in the activities provided from the Love and Live sections of the leader guide.

PLAY IN SAND

Lay a plastic tablecloth under a table. Fill a plastic container with a couple inches of clean 
play sand and place it in the middle of the table. Put polished stones in the sand and place 
toy construction trucks next to the container. Display the big picture question poster nearby. 
As children arrive, show them the container and prompt them to select a vehicle to play with 
in the sand. Guide children to make and drive on roads, to load rocks into their vehicles, and 
to pretend that they are working and building in a construction zone. Read aloud and talk 
about the big picture question and answer as children play. At clean up time, enlist their help 
in cleaning any sand off of the table or sweeping up any sand that got on the floor.

SAY   We pretended we were working in a construction zone. What things did you enjoy building 
and doing? In the Bible story we will hear today, we will learn God’s people built too. A man named 
Zerubbabel led God’s people to start rebuilding God’s temple. After the people worked for a while, 
their neighbors said, ‘Stop building the temple!’ So God’s people stopped. God sent prophets to talk 
to the people. The prophets said, ‘Keep building. God is with you.’ So God’s people started to work 
on the temple again. When the temple was finished, the people thanked God. The people rebuilt the 
temple so they would have a place to worship God. 

WELCOME
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LEARN LEARN the Bible Story
INTRODUCE THE BIBLE STORY
Walk around the room and hide toy tools in preschoolers’ sight. Hide at least one tool for 
each preschooler to find. Instruct children to find a tool and bring it to the group time area.

SAY   We searched and found toy tools. Place the tool you found on the floor behind you. Listen to 
the Bible story, and hear about a special construction project.  

TELL THE BIBLE STORY
Open your Bible to Ezra 2–6 and tell the following Bible story.

THE PEOPLE REBUILT THE TEMPLE
SAY   A man named Zerubbabel (zuh RUHB uh buhl) led God’s people to start rebuilding God’s 
temple. First, the priests made the altar. They gave offerings to God. Then workers made the 
foundation, or the bottom, of the temple. When the foundation was complete, the people sang songs 
to God. 

The people kept working, but after a while, their neighbors said, “Stop building the temple!” So 
God’s people stopped. God sent prophets to talk to the people. The prophets said, “Keep building. God 
is with you.” So God’s people started to work on the temple again. 

At this time, Darius (duh RIGH uhs), the king of Persia ruled over the land where God’s people lived. 
Darius put a helper in charge of the land where God’s people lived. 

The king’s helper saw God’s people working. He asked their leader Zerubbabel, “Do you have 
permission to rebuild this temple?” 

“Yes,” said Zerubbabel. The helper sent a letter to King Darius to find out if Zerubbabel was telling 
the truth. 

King Cyrus had been king before Darius. When a king made an important decision, someone wrote 
it on a scroll. So Darius looked for the scroll. His servants found it! The scroll said, “Let God’s people 
rebuild the temple.” 

King Darius wrote a letter back to his helper. He said, “Do not try to stop the workers at the temple. 
Give them anything they need.” The king’s helper obeyed Darius. God’s people kept building, and soon 
the temple was finished! The people celebrated the Passover and thanked God.  

Christ Connection: God’s people rebuilt the temple so they would have a place to worship God. Years 
later, God sent His Son, Jesus, to be with His people on earth.

LEARN 

T H E  S T O R Y  O F  T H E  G O S P E L
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Transition from LEARN to LOVE
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LEARN 

T H E  S T O R Y  O F  T H E  G O S P E L

REVIEW THE BIBLE STORY
Show children the toolbox. Ask preschoolers to tell you something they remember from the 
Bible story or answer questions to review the Bible story. Instruct each child to place his tool 
in the toolbox as he answers a question or says something he remembers from the Bible 
story. (Possible questions: Who led God’s people to start rebuilding the temple? What did the 
people do when the foundation was complete? Who did God send to talk to the people? Who 
told the people to stop building? What did the prophets tell the people to do? Who was the 
king of Persia? Did the people have permission to rebuild the temple? When the temple was 
finished, what did the people do?)

SAY   Zerubbabel led God’s people to start rebuilding God’s temple. God’s people rebuilt the temple 
so that they would have a place to worship God. Years later, God sent His Son, Jesus, to be with His 
people on earth.  

SING A SONG
Sing the song below to the familiar tune of “Bingo.” Clap on each syllable of morning, noon, 
and night:

“I can trust the Lord, my God, each and every day . 
Morning, noon, and night. Morning, noon, and night. 
Morning, noon, and night.  
Yes, I can trust the Lord.”  

LEARN THE KEY PASSAGE PHRASE
Place the key passage phrase marker in the Bible at Jeremiah 17:1. Invite a child to open your 
Bible to the key passage, remove the marker, and hand it to you. Place a construction hat on 
your head as you say the verse. Use a disinfecting wipe to clean the inside of the hat. Give 
each child a chance to wear the hat as he says the phrase. Consider providing multiple hats 
for preschoolers to wear and say the phrase together if they prefer. (Note: Clean the inside of 
hat with disinfecting wipes in between preschoolers.)

SAY   Our key passage phrase says, ‘The person who trusts in the Lord is blessed.’ God’s sent 
prophets to talk to His people and to tell them to start building the temple. God’s people trusted that 
He was with them as they rebuilt the temple. We can trust God too.  

PRAY
Pray, thanking God that He is with us each and every day. Praise Him for giving us a place to 
worship Him.
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Transition from LOVE to LIVE
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LOVELOVE God because of what we learned

BUILD A CREATION 
Lay a variety of the classroom craft supplies such as paper, crayons, washable markers, glue 
sticks, tape, and blunt scissors on a table. Invite children to sit at the table and to use any of 
the supplies to build anything they want to make. Help as needed as they cut, glue, or tape.

SAY   Tell me about the creation you built with the supplies. A man named Zerubbabel led God’s 
people to start rebuilding the temple. King Darius instructed his helper to give the workers anything 
they needed to finish rebuilding the temple. What do you think the people used to rebuild the 
temple? God’s people rebuilt the temple so they would have a place to worship God. Years later, God 
sent His Son, Jesus, to be with His people on earth. 

DRESS LIKE CONSTRUCTION WORKERS 
Lay toy construction hats and construction vests on a table. Display toy tools, safety goggles, 
tool aprons, and a toy toolbox next to the hats and vests. Invite preschoolers to put on hats 
and vests. Direct children to play with various toy tools and accessories. Invite them to tell 
and show how some of the tools work. Encourage them to use the tools to pretend to be 
one of the workers rebuilding God’s temple. Use disinfecting wipes to clean the inside of 
construction hats between children. 

SAY   Which was your favorite item you used to pretend you were a construction worker? God’s 
people started rebuilding God’s temple, then their neighbors told then to stop building. God sent 
prophets to tell them to keep building and to remind them that God is with them. King Darius also 
told his helper not to stop the workers at the temple and to give them anything they need. The king’s 
helper obeyed Darius. God’s people kept building, and soon the temple was finished. 

CREATE TRAIL MIX 
Post an allergy alert. Place a bowl, spoon, and trail mix ingredients on a table. Lay the Bible 
story picture poster near the supplies. Instruct preschoolers to wash their hands. Guide each 
child to use a scoop to add a selected ingredient into the plastic bowl. When each child has 
selected, scooped, and poured an ingredient into the bowl, invite each child to take a turn 
stirring the mixture together with a spoon. Place a scoop of the mixture into a small bowl for 
each child and serve as a snack. As they eat their snacks, show the Bible story picture poster 
and talk about the story. 

SAY   Thank you for helping me make our snack. We worked together to select, pour, and mix 
the ingredients. God’s people worked together to rebuild the temple. When the people finished the 
temple, they celebrated at a special meal called Passover and thanked God. God’s people rebuilt the 
temple so they would have a place to worship God. Years later, God sent His Son, Jesus, to be with 
His people on earth. 

LOVE 

T H E  G O D  O F  T H E  G O S P E L
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LIVE 

T H E  M I S S I O N  O F  T H E  G O S P E L

LIVE LIVE for God out of love

PAINT WITH PLASTIC BLOCKS
Write the key passage phrase on a piece of paper for each preschooler. Pour a thin layer of 
washable paint on a foam plate. Lay plastic interlocking blocks next to the plate. Display the 
key passage phase poster nearby. Point to the poster and read the key passage phrase as 
you help preschoolers put on smocks over their clothes. Distribute a prepared paper to each 
child and guide her to dip a plastic block in the paint and then press it on her paper creating 
a print. Encourage preschoolers to continue making block prints on their papers. Talk about 
the key passage phrase.

SAY   Our key passage phrase is, ‘The person who trusts in the Lord is blessed.’ God’s people 
trusted God as they rebuilt the temple, even when their neighbors told them to stop. God sent 
prophets to remind the people that God was with them, and they could trust Him. 

BUILD A WALL 
Lead preschoolers to use boxes, cardboard blocks, or wooden blocks to build a wall. As 
preschoolers build, talk about how the first sections of the Great Wall were made of earth, 
stones, and wood. Later on, bricks, tiles, and stone were used for the wall. Much of the wall 
is high up in the mountains. As preschoolers build, pray for the people of China to listen and 
learn about Jesus. Pray that God will help the missionaries as they work in China. 

SAY   The Great Wall in China is very old. It was built before Hudson Taylor arrived in China. The 
wall is 13,170 miles long and is the longest structure ever built. Many visitors to China go to see the 
wall. Over 19 million people a year visit the Great Wall. 

SNACK AND TRANSITION 
Post an allergy alert. Serve the snack. As children eat, review and talk about the Bible story. 
When children finish their snack, lead them to complete the activity page. As they work, 
continue talking about the Bible story and emphasize the Christ connection. 

SAY   God’s people rebuilt the temple so they would have a place to worship God. Years later, God 
sent His Son, Jesus, to be with His people on earth. 

Remember to communicate helpful information to the bonus teaching hour leaders. If 
parents are picking up children at this time, tell them something their child did well during 
the session. Distribute the big picture cards for families. Encourage parents to engage with 
the family discussion starters and family activities during the week.
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BONUS 

T E A C H I N G  H O U R

BONUS BONUS Teaching Hour Group Time

INTRODUCTORY GROUP TIME ACTIVITY
Place cardboard blocks in the group time area. Invite children to help build a temple. Lay a 
couple of blocks on the floor and guide children to stack additional blocks on the foundation 
that you created. Continue building until all of the blocks are used.  

TALK ABOUT THE BIBLE STORY
Open your Bible to Ezra 2–6 and tell the following Bible story. 

THE PEOPLE REBUILT THE TEMPLE
• Zerubbabel (zuh RUHB uh buhl) led God’s people to rebuild the temple. When the foundation 
was complete, the people sang songs to God.

• The people kept working, but their neighbors told them to stop building, so they stopped.  
God sent prophets to talk to the people. The people said, “Keep building. God is with you.” 
So God’s people started to work on the temple again. 

• King Darius’ (duh RIGH uhs) helper saw God’s people working. He asked their leader 
Zerubbabel, “Do you have permission to rebuild this temple?” “Yes,” said Zerubbabel. The 
helper sent a letter to King Darius to find out if Zerubbabel was telling the truth. 

• King Darius wrote back, “Do not try to stop the workers. Give them anything they need.”

• God’s people finished building the temple and then celebrated Passover and thanked God.  

SING A SONG
Sing the song below to the familiar tune of “Bingo.” Clap on each syllable of morning, noon, 
and night:

“I can trust the Lord, my God, each and every day . 
Morning, noon, and night. Morning, noon, and night. 
Morning, noon, and night.   
Yes, I can trust the Lord.”   

PRACTICE THE KEY PASSAGE PHRASE 
Lay the key passage phrase marker in your Bible at Jeremiah 17:7. Invite a child to open 
your Bible to the key passage. Demonstrate how to make a fist with one hand and pound 
it into the open palm of your other hand. Guide children to “hammer” their fists into 
their palms as they say the phrase several times.

PRAY
Pray, thanking God that we can always trust in Him.
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BONUS 

T E A C H I N G  H O U R

BONUS BONUS Teaching Hour Activities

FIND THE SCROLL 
Write the key passage phrase on a piece of construction paper. Roll the paper into a scroll 
and lightly secure with tape. Guide children to form a circle on the floor. Invite a preschooler 
to hold the scroll and walk around the circle. Encourage her to place the scroll on the floor 
behind a child. Explain that the child with the scroll behind him can open the scroll and lead 
the preschoolers to say the key passage phrase. Then, ask him to roll the scroll, stand, walk 
around the circle, and place the scroll behind another friend. The first child will sit where the 
second child sat. Continue the game as time allows, giving each child a turn. 

SAY   We learned in our Bible story today that when a king made an important decision, someone 
wrote it on a scroll. King Darius looked for the scroll. His servants found it. They read, ‘Let God’s 
people rebuild the temple.’ We pretended the rolled paper in our game was a scroll. Our scroll has 
our key passage phrase on it that reminds us to trust God. As God’s people rebuilt the temple, the 
prophets told God’s people to keep building and that God was with them. The people trusted God. 

BUILD WITH CRAFT STICKS AND CLOTHESPINS
Place craft sticks and spring-type clothespins on a tabletop. Demonstrate how to join the 
crafts sticks and clothespins by clipping clothespins to craft sticks. Encourage children to see 
if they can build a temple or other structure using the craft sticks and clothespins.

SAY   We built with the craft sticks and clothespins. Tell me about the things we built. What did 
the people build in our Bible story? Zerubbabel led God’s people to rebuild the temple. The priests 
made the altar and then the workers made the temple’s foundation. King Darius told his helper to 
give the people whatever they needed to build the temple. God’s people rebuilt the temple so they 
would have a place to worship God. 

TRACE AROUND TOY TOOLS
Lay a few plastic toy tools, washable markers, and paper on a table. Guide each child to select 
a piece of paper and a plastic tool. Instruct him to lay the tool on his paper. Demonstrate 
how to use a marker to trace around the tool. If needed, place the marker in the preschooler’s 
hand and gently guide his hand around the outline of the tool. When his tracing is complete, 
encourage him to lift the tool revealing the outline on his paper. Encourage each child to 
trace several tools and decorate his papers with markers. 

SAY   These tools remind me of our Bible story today. We learned that the people rebuilt the 
temple. What do you think the people used to rebuild the temple? God’s people rebuilt the temple so 
they would have a place to worship God. We can worship God at church, at home, and anywhere we 
go. What are ways you can worship God? 

Release preschoolers to parents according to your church’s security procedure. Tell them 
something that their child enjoyed doing or did well during the session. 
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