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U N I T  1 7   |   S E S S I O N  2

ZECHARIAH GAVE HOPE
Z E C H A R I A H  1 3 – 1 4

CHRIST CONNECTION: 
Zechariah spoke a message of hope to God’s people. God would one day set up 
a new and better kingdom with a new and better King. God kept His promise 
by sending Jesus. Because of Jesus, we can have hope and forgiveness of sins 
by trusting in Him.

BIG PICTURE QUESTION:
Can God be trusted? Yes, we can trust whatever He has said.

KEY PASSAGE PHRASE:
The person who trusts in the Lord is blessed. Jeremiah 17:7
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PREPARE 

Y O U R  H E A R T  T O  T E A C H

LEADER LEADER Bible Study
Peace and security are words often heard in 
the whirlwind of our news cycles. They are 
used as ideas or desires that require work 
to achieve. They are used in the negative 
sense of not being a current reality. They are 
used as the aim, answer, or solution to the 
world’s problems.

Though the idea of peace and security 
are not foreign to our vernacular, they are 
most certainly foreign to much of our world’s 
reality. It is hard to find a pocket of the earth 
that might be described with these terms. 
Rather, what is most found is chaos and fear.  

When we understand the true impact of 
sin on the world, this comes as no surprise. 
It’s not shocking to see the news of war 
and violence. It does not bring amazement 
to hear of murder and strife. There is 
no astonishment at the experience of 
disappointment or pain because we know 
that we live in a world riddled with sin and 
its implications. 

Read the words of Zechariah 14:11. What 
comes to mind? “People will live there, 
and never again will there be a curse of 
complete destruction. So Jerusalem will dwell 
in security.”

Are you struck by the thought of such a 
place that could be described as secure? Are 
you left longing for that to be your reality? 

Are you doubtful that this could ever be 
a reality? 

Ultimately, this is a promise that is sure 
to happen. This promise is reiterated in 
Deuteronomy 7:7-9:

“The LoRd had his heart set on you and 
chose you, not because you were more 
numerous than all peoples, for you were 
the fewest of all peoples. But because the 
LoRd loved you and kept the oath he swore 
to your ancestors, he brought you out with 
a strong hand and redeemed you from the 
place of slavery, from the power of Pharaoh 
king of Egypt. Know that the LoRd your 
God is God, the faithful God who keeps his 
gracious covenant 
loyalty for a thousand 
generations with those 
who love him and keep 
his commands.” 

This promise was for 
God’s people then, and 
it is for all who follow 
Jesus today as well. 
This peace and security 
is ours in Christ. As 
sure as Christ has 
come, lived, died, and 
risen, so can we find rest that this promise is 
true and this day will come.

PEOPLE TO KNOW
Zechariah: prophet 
who encouraged 
God’s people to finish 
rebuilding the temple. 
He also encouraged the 
people to rebuild their 
relationship with God 
and truly worship Him.
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GATHER GATHER Supplies
Keep a supply of the following items available during all teaching sessions: Allergy Alert, 
Bibles, washable markers, crayons, scissors (adult use), blunt-tipped scissors, construction 
paper, copy paper, glue sticks, glue, tape, baby dolls, blocks, play dough, and a beanbag.  

WELCOME

Press items in wet 
sand

  F long shallow 
plastic container

  F spray water 
bottle filled with 
water

  F smocks
  F clean play sand
  F plastic tablecloth
  F large craft sticks
  F alphabet and 
other shape 
cookie cutters

  F Big Picture 
Question Poster

  F baby wipes 
(optional)

  F broom and 
dustpan (for 
cleanup)

LEARN

Introduce the Bible 
story

  F large piece of 
paper

  F stickers

Review the Bible 
story

  F Bible Story 
Picture Poster

Learn the key 
passage phrase

  F Key Passage 
Phrase Marker

  F Key Passage 
Phrase Poster

LOVE

Work Bible story 
puzzles 

  F Bible Story 
Picture Posters, 
1 or 2 copies of 
each picture 
from the unit

  F heavyweight 
paper

  F envelopes, 4

LIVE

Talk through a cup 
phone

  F plastic cups, 2
  F large push pin 
(adult use only)

  F large buttons, 2
  F string

Match cards
  F “Mandarin 
Character 
Matching Cards” 
printable, 
2 copies

  F  heavyweight 
paper

Snack and transition
  F snacks
  F Activity Page, 
1 per child

BONUS 

Practice the key 
passage phrase

  F Key Passage 
Phrase Marker

Send messages in 
a communications 
center

  F toy phones
  F computer 
keyboard

  F toy computer
  F toy microphone
  F envelopes
  F stationery
  F stickers
  F Key Passage 
Phrase Poster

Build with pool 
noodle blocks

  F foam pool 
noodles, 2

  F Bible Story 
Picture Poster

  F box cutter (for 
teacher use 
only)

PREPARE 

Y O U R  H E A R T  T O  T E A C H
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Transition from WELCOME to LEARN
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Provide as many learning activities as possible from the Love and Live sections to give 
preschoolers choices to learn. Incorporate the Bible story, the Christ connection, and key 
passage phrase in your conversations as the preschoolers engage in learning activities 
throughout the session. 

WELCOMEWELCOME

Use the following activity to greet children as they enter the classroom. Talk about the big 
picture question and answer. After each child completes the welcome activity, encourage him 
to participate in the activities provided from the Love and Live sections of the leader guide.

PRESS ITEMS IN WET SAND

Lay a plastic tablecloth under a table. Place a long shallow plastic container halfway filled 
with sand on the table. Gently spritz the sand with a spray bottle filled with water so the sand 
is damp, but not muddy. Lay cookie cutters next to the container. Display the big picture 
question poster nearby. As children arrive, invite them to create letters and designs in the 
sand with the cutters. Help children put smocks on over their clothes. Show children how to 
press the cutters in the top layer of the wet sand leaving an imprint. As children press letters 
and other shapes, point out some of the different alphabet letters. Use a craft stick to smooth 
out the top layer of sand as needed. When children are finished pressing items in the sand, 
suggest they wash their hands or use baby wipes to clean the wet sand off their fingers.

SAY   You used the cookie cutters to form letters and designs in the sand. Tell me about the 
letters and designs you created. Letters make up words, and words are used in messages. In the 
Bible story we will hear today, God sent His prophet Zechariah to give a message of hope to His 
people. Zechariah said that even though things might be difficult now, God’s people could trust that 
one day in the future, God would make things better. Our big picture question and answer is, Can 
God be trusted? Yes, we can trust whatever He has said. Zechariah trusted God’s message of 
hope and shared that message with God’s people. 

WELCOME
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LEARN LEARN the Bible Story
INTRODUCE THE BIBLE STORY
Before the session, write HOPE in large letters on a large piece of paper. Tape the paper on a 
wall in the group time area at the preschoolers’ height. To begin group time, distribute a few 
stickers to each child. Invite children to place the stickers on the paper.

SAY   The word on this paper is hope. In our Bible story, Zechariah, a prophet, tells God’s people a 
message of hope. Let’s listen to hear what he told the people.  

TELL THE BIBLE STORY
Open your Bible to Zechariah 13–14 and tell the following Bible story.

ZECHARIAH GAVE HOPE
SAY   After living in another land for many years, God’s people were finally home! Some of them 
had traveled to Jerusalem to rebuild God’s temple. They had started the work, but then they stopped 
because their neighbors did not want them to rebuild the temple. 

God sent prophets to encourage His people to finish the temple and give them a message. One of 
those prophets was named Zechariah (zek uh RIGH uh). God told Zechariah what would happen in the 
future, and then Zechariah told the people what God said. 

Zechariah gave a message of hope. This is what Zechariah said: “One day, people in this land will 
only worship God. God will take away the idols and no one will remember these idols or worship 
them.” God was going to set up a new kingdom. 

Zechariah said God would give His people a new King. There will be hard times, but God will be 
doing something good,” Zechariah explained. 

In this new kingdom, God will judge and punish all sin. Zechariah said, “The people will call out to 
God, and He will answer them. He will say, ‘You are My people,’ and they will answer, ‘The Lord is 
our God.’” 

The new kingdom will have a new city—a New Jerusalem—that brings all the nations together and 
heals all of creation.  

Christ Connection: Zechariah spoke a message of hope to God’s people. God would one day set up a 
new and better kingdom with a new and better King. God kept His promise by sending Jesus. Because 
of Jesus, we can have hope and forgiveness of sins by trusting in Him.

LEARN 

T H E  S T O R Y  O F  T H E  G O S P E L
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Transition from LEARN to LOVE
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LEARN 

T H E  S T O R Y  O F  T H E  G O S P E L

REVIEW THE BIBLE STORY
Show the Bible story picture poster. Encourage preschoolers to point to the picture and say 
something they remember about the Bible story. Preschoolers may repeat answers said by 
other children. Ask questions to prompt preschoolers if needed. (Possible questions: What 
did the people travel to Jerusalem to rebuild? Who was the prophet God sent to tell the 
people His message? What did Zechariah tell the people? What would you have thought if you 
heard Zechariah’s message?)

SAY   God sent prophets to encourage His people to finish the temple and give them a message. 
One of the prophets was named Zechariah. Zechariah spoke a message of hope to God’s people 
and told them God would set up a new and better kingdom with a new and better King. God kept 
His promise by sending Jesus. Because of Jesus, we can have hope and forgiveness of sins by 
trusting in Him.  

SING A SONG
Sing the song below to the familiar tune of “Bingo.” Clap on each syllable of morning, noon, 
and night:

“I can trust the Lord, my God, each and every day . 
Morning, noon, and night. Morning, noon, and night. 
Morning, noon, and night.  
Yes, I can trust the Lord.” 

LEARN THE KEY PASSAGE PHRASE
Place the key passage phrase marker in the Bible at Jeremiah 17:7. Encourage a child to open 
the Bible to the key passage. Say the phrase. Invite preschoolers to repeat the phrase in a big, 
growly voice. Then direct the children to say it in a quiet, squeaky voice.

SAY   Our key passage phrase says, ‘The person who trusts in the Lord is blessed.’ Zechariah 
trusted in the Lord. When Zechariah shared God’s message of hope with all of the people, he knew 
that God could be trusted to do what God said He would do.  

PRAY
Pray, asking God to help us to share His message of hope with all people that we meet.
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Transition from LOVE to LIVE
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LOVELOVE God because of what we learned

PLAY A GAME: FREEZE BUILDING 
Invite children to sit on the floor. Distribute several blocks to each child. Instruct children 
that when you start counting, they are to quickly build a temple with their blocks. When 
you say, “Stop” and stop counting, they are to stop building and to not move. Begin slowly 
counting as you prompt children to build. Say, “Stop.” Start counting again and guide 
preschoolers to restart building. Play several rounds.

SAY   How did it feel to be told to stop building before you finished building your temple? When 
God’s people returned home, they started to rebuild God’s temple. But then they stopped because 
their neighbors did not want them to rebuild it. God sent a prophet named Zechariah to encourage 
the people to finish the temple. 

WORK BIBLE STORY PUZZLES
Before the session, print the Bible story pictures posters from this unit on heavyweight paper. 
Create puzzles by cutting each picture into a few pieces. Consider printing an additional 
uncut copy of each Bible story picture to be a reference for children as they work the puzzles. 
Place each puzzle in an envelope. Lay the envelopes on a table. Guide preschoolers to select 
and work puzzles. As they work, ask preschoolers what they think is happening in the 
pictures. Talk about the Bible stories. 

SAY   We have learned and will learn Bible stories about how God’s people trusted God and how 
God kept His promises to His people. In today’s Bible story, Zechariah spoke a message of hope to 
God’s people. He said God would one day set up a new and better kingdom with a new and better 
King. God kept His promise by sending Jesus. Because of Jesus, we can have hope and forgiveness of 
sins by trusting in Him. 

TRACE A LETTER 
Use a pencil to write a large capital Z on a piece of construction paper, covering most of the 
page. Make a page for each child. Lay the prepared pages and washable markers on a table. 
Give a prepared paper to a preschooler and ask him to choose a marker. Gently place the 
marker in his hand and help him trace along the pencil lines. Encourage the preschooler to 
continue tracing with different color markers and to draw on his paper. Give all preschoolers 
an opportunity to trace on a prepared page.

SAY   The letter Z is the first letter in the name Zechariah. Zechariah was a prophet who gave 
God’s people a message. Zechariah spoke a message of hope to God’s people and told them that God 
would one day set up a new and better kingdom with a new and better King. God kept His promise by 
sending Jesus. Because of Jesus, we can have hope and forgiveness of sins by trusting in Him. 

LOVE 

T H E  G O D  O F  T H E  G O S P E L
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LIVE 

T H E  M I S S I O N  O F  T H E  G O S P E L

LIVE LIVE for God out of love

TALK THROUGH A CUP PHONE
Before the session, use a pushpin to make a hole in the center of the bottom of each plastic 
cup. Then use the pin to push each end of string through the holes. Pull each end of the 
string inside the cup and tie large buttons on each end of the string so that the string cannot 
be pulled back through the holes. During the session, Invite a child to hold one cup to his ear, 
like a phone. Pull the string taunt and clearly say the key passage phrase into your cup. Then, 
invite the child to repeat the phrase in his cup while you listen. Repeat the activity with each 
preschooler, cleaning the cups with disinfecting wipes between each child. Consider making 
multiple cup phones to allow more children to participate in the activity at a time.

SAY   In the Bible story, Zechariah gave God’s people a message of hope. We can tell others 
messages of hope too. A message we can say is, ‘The person who trusts in the Lord is blessed.’ What 
are other messages about God that you can tell your friends? 

MATCH CARDS 
Print two copies of the “Mandarin Character Matching Cards” printable on heavyweight paper 
and cut them apart. Place the cards on a table. Suggest children look at the cards and choose 
two that match. Continue until all sets are matched. Shuffle the cards, lay them on a table, 
and allow other preschoolers to find a match. For a challenge, place the cards facedown, and 
lead children to find matches. Pray for missionaries who study languages so they can tell 
people about Jesus. Thank God for people like Hudson Taylor who began telling people in 
China about Jesus many years ago. 

SAY   Many people think Mandarin, the language spoken in China, is one of the hardest languages 
to learn. Learning a difficult language is one of the many challenges for missionaries in China. 
Hudson Taylor, a missionary to China long ago, started studying Mandarin when he was a teenager. 
He wanted to go to China one day to tell the Chinese people about Jesus. 

SNACK AND TRANSITION 
Post an allergy alert. Serve the snack. As children eat, review and talk about the Bible story. 
When children finish their snack, lead them to complete the activity page. As they work, 
continue talking about the Bible story and emphasize the Christ connection. 

SAY   Zechariah spoke a message of hope to God’s people. God would one day set up a new and 
better kingdom with a new and better King. God kept His promise by sending Jesus. Because of 
Jesus, we can have hope and forgiveness of sins by trusting in Him. 

Remember to communicate helpful information to the bonus teaching hour leaders. If 
parents are picking up children at this time, tell them something their child did well during 
the session. Distribute the big picture cards for families. Encourage parents to engage with 
the family discussion starters and family activities during the week.
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BONUS 

T E A C H I N G  H O U R

BONUS BONUS Teaching Hour Group Time

INTRODUCTORY GROUP TIME ACTIVITY
Invite children to join you in group time. Explain to the children that you will tell a message 
to each child. Quietly whisper a message to a child such as, “God loves you,” or “God keeps 
His promises.” Invite him to speak that message aloud to the class. Continue by giving each 
child a message to say aloud.

TALK ABOUT THE BIBLE STORY
Open the Bible to Zechariah 13–14. Use the summarized points to talk about the Bible story.

ZECHARIAH GAVE HOPE
• God’s people were finally home in Jerusalem to rebuild God’s temple.  

• God sent a prophet named Zechariah (zek uh RIGH uh) to give His people a message 
of hope. 

• Zechariah said: “One day, people will worship only God. God will take away the idols. No one 
will remember or worship them.”

• God would give His people a new King and a new kingdom. Zechariah said, “The people 
will call out to God, and He will answer them. He will say, ‘You are My people,’ and they will 
answer, ‘The LoRd is our God.’ ”  

• The new kingdom will have a new city—a New Jerusalem—that brings all people together 
and heals all of creation.  

SING A SONG
Sing the song below to the familiar tune of “Bingo.” Clap on each syllable of morning, noon, 
and night:

“I can trust the Lord, my God, each and every day . 
Morning, noon, and night. Morning, noon, and night. 
Morning, noon, and night.  
Yes, I can trust the Lord.” 

PRACTICE THE KEY PASSAGE PHRASE 
Place the key passage phrase marker at Jeremiah 17:7. Invite a child to open your Bible 
to the key passage. Say the phrase. Invite children to stand and say the phrase as they 
stand on one foot. Encourage them to hold on to something for support if needed.

PRAY
Pray, thanking God for sending Jesus who forgives our sins and gives us hope.
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BONUS 

T E A C H I N G  H O U R

BONUS BONUS Teaching Hour Activities

POST MESSAGES OF HOPE 
Invite children to sit at a table. Distribute markers and construction paper to preschoolers. 
Ask each child to tell you good news they know about God. Help provide examples as needed. 
(Possible answers: God loves us; God keeps His promises; God made us; We can trust God.) 
Write each child’s response on his paper. Then encourage children to decorate their papers 
using markers or crayons. After children complete their papers, enlist children to help tape 
their messages of hope on the classroom door.

SAY   People can see the messages of hope we created and attached to the classroom door. 
Zechariah spoke a message of hope to God’s people. God would give His people a new King and a 
new kingdom. Zechariah said that the people would call out to God, and He would answer them. God 
would say, ‘You are My people,’ and they would answer ‘The Lord is our God.’ 

SEND MESSAGES IN A COMMUNICATIONS CENTER
Set up a communications center by arranging a computer keyboard, toy computer, toy 
phones, toy microphone, stationery, envelopes, stickers, and markers on a table. Display the 
key passage phrase poster. Read the key passage phrase to the preschoolers. Invite children 
to use the provided items to send and create messages with the key passage phrase. Prompt 
preschoolers with the words in the key passage phrase as needed.

SAY   We pretended we sent messages to people. Our key passage phrase tells us ‘The person who 
trusts in the Lord is blessed.’ Zechariah trusted in God and gave a message of hope to God’s people. 
Zechariah said, ‘One day, people will worship only God. God will take away the idols. No one will 
remember or worship them.’ He said God would one day set up a new and better kingdom with a 
new and better King. 

BUILD WITH POOL NOODLE BLOCKS
Before the session, cut two pool noodles into 2-inch segments. During the session, lay the 
pool noodle segments and the Bible story picture poster on the floor in a corner of the room. 
Invite preschoolers to build the temple or to build a New Jerusalem using the pool noodle 
pieces as blocks. As they build, point to the picture and help them review the Bible story.

SAY   God’s people stopped rebuilding the temple because their neighbors did not want them to 
finish it. God sent prophets like Zechariah to encourage His people and to tell them what would 
happen in the future. Zechariah told the people that God would one day set up a new and better 
kingdom with a new and better King. God kept His promise by sending Jesus. Because of Jesus, we 
can have hope and forgiveness of sins by trusting in Him. 

Release preschoolers to parents according to your church’s security procedure. Tell them 

something that their child enjoyed doing or did well during the session.  

Zechariah Gave Hope | 65
© 2022 Lifeway




