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KEY PASSAGE:
Acts 3:19

BIG PICTURE QUESTION:
What is repentance? Repentance is turning away from sin and turning to Jesus.

CHRIST CONNECTION: 
Zephaniah prophesied about the Day of the Lord—a day when God will judge 
the world for its sin and Jesus Christ will return. Jesus will make everything 
like new, and everyone who trusts in Him will be safe.
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PREPARE 

P R I O R  T O  T E A C H I N G  T H E  S E S S I O N

LEADER LEADER Bible Study
The Book of Zephaniah serves as a stern 

rebuke of God’s people and a warning 
regarding a failure to return to Him faithfully. 
It also serves as a reminder of God’s 
expectation of holiness and a description of 
what that looks like when faithfully lived out 
among God’s people.

Zephaniah 2:3 offers a call to repentance 
and a promise of hope for this restoration 
of the faithful. “Seek the Lord, all you 
humble of the earth, who carry out what 
he commands. Seek righteousness, seek 
humility; perhaps you will be concealed 
on the day of the Lord’s anger.” Through 
Zephaniah, the Lord provided a glimmer 
of hope amidst His stern rebuke and 
graphic warning. But He didn’t stop there. 
Zephaniah ended his prophecy with more 
than a glimmer of hope, a promise that likely 
warmed the weary souls of God’s people.

Beginning with Zephaniah 3:9, we 
find a beautiful picture of God’s fully-
restored people. It’s a remarkable image of 
faithfulness, satisfaction, joy, and mutual 
benefit that ignites a desire for this reality. 
It may even ignite in the reader a desire for 
what could be called “a return to Eden.”

Zephaniah 3 describes an environment 
of pure speech where all are calling on the 
name of the Lord. There is also painted a 

picture of generosity, humility, meekness, 
joy, singing, celebration, healing, praise, and 
fortune. Zephaniah also describes an end to 
failures, arrogance, rebellion, dispersion, lies, 
wrongdoing, and fear. Following a terrifying 
warning for God’s people to repent, this 
wonderful image of restoration leaves the 
reader with great hope.

The Bible is full of stern reminders of 
God’s expectation of holiness among His 
people, but it is always chased by a beautiful 
and redemptive reminder of His promise 
to restore all things and the hope that this 
promise offers to those who repent of their 
wicked ways and hope in 
Christ.

Spend some time 
today asking God to 
work out the message 
of Zephaniah’s prophecy 
in your own heart, to 
confront you with His 
holiness and a rebuke 
of the sin in your life, 
and to follow that with 
a reminder of the hope 
that belongs to all who trust in Christ for the 
restoration of their soul—and ultimately, all 
things in the heavens and the earth.

TERMS TO KNOW 
Prophecy: word 
from God to a group 
of people. In Old 
Testament times, 
God spoke to the 
people through many 
prophets.

Zephaniah Warned God’s People to Repent
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GATHER GATHER Supplies
Keep a regular supply of the following items available at all times:  Bibles, pens or pencils, 
markers, crayons, colored pencils, scissors, glue or tape, paper.

WELCOME

Activity Page
  F “Warning!” activity 

page

Session Starter (Option 1)
  F wooden blocks, 1 set 
per group

  F apples, 1 per group
  F timer

Session Starter (Option 2)
  F holiday decorations 
for Christmas, 
Thanksgiving, 
Valentine’s Day, St. 
Patrick’s Day, and the 
Fourth of July

LEARN

Introduce the Session
  F countdown video 

Big Picture Question
  F Big Picture Question 
Poster

Review the Timeline
  F Giant Timeline

Tell the Bible Story
  F “Zephaniah Warned 
God’s People to 
Repent” video

  F Bible Story Picture 
Poster

  F red paper (optional)
  F white paper (optional)

Questions from Kids
  F “Unit 14, Session 3” 
questions from kids 
video

Missions Moment
  F “Adoniram Judson 
Photo” printable

Key Passage Activity
  F Key Passage Poster
  F “Repentance (Acts 
3:19)” song

  F worship song of your 
choice (optional)

  F dry erase board
  F dry erase marker

LOVE

Discussion & Bible Skills
  F Small Group Timeline 
and Map Set 
(optional)

LIVE

Activity Choice (Option 1)
  F “Myanmar Flag” 
printable

Activity Choice (Option 2)
  F Big Picture Question 
Poster

Reflection and Prayer
  F Bible Story Coloring 
Page (optional)

PREPARE 

P R I O R  T O  T E A C H I N G  T H E  S E S S I O N
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Transition from WELCOME to LEARN
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WELCOME WELCOME Kids
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect the offering, fill out attendance 
sheets, build relationships, and help new kids connect to your group.

SAY   Do you have a day you look forward to all year, like your birthday or a holiday? Why do you 
look forward to this day?  

ACTIVITY PAGE (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete “Warning!” on the activity page.

SAY   Sometimes the weather people on TV warn us about tornadoes, hurricanes, or flooding to 
help us find a safe place away from danger. We would be foolish to ignore their warnings and stay 
in an area that is not safe. In today’s Bible story, a prophet named Zephaniah warned God’s people 
that a day was coming when everything on earth would be destroyed.  

SESSION STARTER (10 minutes)

      OPTION 1: TIME IS UP            

Form groups of three or four kids. Provide 
each group with a set of wood blocks and an 
apple. Instruct kids to build the tallest tower 
they can that will support the apple. Tell 
kids they will have one minute to build it. 
Do not give any warnings of how much time 
is left. Stop kids when one minute is up.

Lead kids to build a tall tower again that 
will support the apple. Tell kids that this 
time you will warn them how much time is 
left for them to build their towers. Give kids 
warnings when they have 30 seconds, 15 
seconds, and 5 seconds remaining. 

Discuss how it was helpful to have the 
warnings because it allowed them to work 
faster to build their towers. 

SAY   God loved the Israelites, so He sent 
prophets to warn them and plead with them 
to turn from idolatry and turn back to Him. 
Today, we will learn how God used Zephaniah 
to warn the people. 

      OPTION 2: HOLIDAY FUN

Gather various holiday decorations for 
Christmas, Thanksgiving, Valentine’s Day, 
St. Patrick’s Day, and the Fourth of July. 
Display the decorations on a table for the 
kids to see.

Hold up each decoration one at a time 
and ask the kids to guess the holiday the 
decoration is used for. Congratulate kids for 
guessing correctly.

SAY   Every year we have lots of holidays 
we look forward to. What is your favorite 
holiday? [Allow responses.] Did you know 
that Christians have a wonderful day to look 
forward to? One day, Jesus is going to come 
back and make all things new. This will be 
the best day ever! In today’s Bible story, the 
prophet Zephaniah gave God’s people hope 
about Jesus’ return. 

WELCOME
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LEARN 

T H E  S T O R Y  O F  T H E  G O S P E L

INTRODUCE INTRODUCE the Bible Story
INTRODUCE THE SESSION (3 minutes)

Show the countdown video as you transition to introduce the Bible story. Set it to end as the 
session begins.

SAY   Hello! I am so happy you are here. If you brought your Bible, hold it up. [Provide Bibles for 
kids who need one.] The Bible is separated into the Old Testament and the New Testament. Today’s 
story is found in an Old Testament Book called Zephaniah. 

Let’s see if we can find Zephaniah together. Open your Bible to the start of the New Testament: 
the Book of Matthew. Now, flip to the left, going back to the Old Testament until you find Zephaniah. 
The Book of Zephaniah is between Habakkuk and Haggai. The Book of Zephaniah is a small book, 
but gives a very important message.  

BIG PICTURE QUESTION (1 minute)

SAY   The Bible is God’s Word. It tells us what God is like and how He rescues sinners. Our story 
today reminds us that we all need to be rescued from sin. But before we can be rescued from sin, we 
must repent. Who remembers the answer to our big picture question: What is repentance? [Allow 
responses.] Repentance is turning away from sin and turning to Jesus. 

God is so merciful to warn us that our sin leads to separation from Him. He wants us to repent 
and trust in Jesus so that we can live with Him forever. Let’s say our big picture question together. 
What is repentance? Repentance is turning away from sin and turning to Jesus.   

REVIEW THE TIMELINE (1 minute)

Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as you review.

SAY   We have been studying about some of the kings of Judah who rebelled against God and 
worshiped idols. These kings also led the people of God to worship idols and sin against God. But, 
we learned that because God loves His children, He sent them warnings so they can repent and turn 
away from their sin. God used prophets to give the people His message of repentance and judgment. 
The prophets also gave the people hope. Even when they sinned and rejected God, He told them they 
could be rescued from their sin by faith in Him. Today, we will learn about another prophet God used 
to warn the people of Judah.   
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LEARN 

T H E  S T O R Y  O F  T H E  G O S P E L

LEARN LEARN the Bible Story
TELL THE BIBLE STORY: VIDEO OR STORYTELLER (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to Zephaniah. Use the Bible storytelling tips to help you tell 
the story, or show the Bible story video “Zephaniah Warned God’s People to 
Repent.” Use the bold text to retell or review the story.

ZEPHANIAH WARNED GOD’S PEOPLE TO REPENT
  When Josiah was the king of Judah, God gave a message to a prophet named 

Zephaniah. God said a day is coming called “the Day of the Lord.” On that day, 
God is going to punish people for their sin. “I will destroy everything on earth,” 
God said. “I will remove all people from the earth.” Zephaniah shared God’s message 
about the future with the people of Judah.

A few evil kings had been in power in Judah, and the people had turned away 
from God. God said, “I will get rid of all the things and places My people used 
to worship false gods. I will punish the leaders and the greedy salespeople. I will 
punish the people who think I just sit back and do nothing.”

Zephaniah told the people what an awful day the Day of the Lord will be: a 
day of wrath, a day of trouble, a day of destruction, a day of darkness, a day 
of clouds and blackness. The Lord will show His anger because everyone has 
sinned against Him.

This was terrible news! What were people to do? “Come together before it is 
too late,” Zephaniah said. “Change your ways. Turn to God and obey Him. Be 
humble. Maybe you will be safe from God’s anger.”

God would also judge the countries around Judah. Some people would lose their 
land. Others would be destroyed. Would anyone be safe from God’s anger? No, even 
the people in Jerusalem would be punished for their disobedience.

God told the people what was coming so that they would learn a lesson. “I 
want you to fear Me and respect Me,” God said.

Then Zephaniah gave the people hope. When all these terrible punishments 
happened because of sin, God would keep safe the people who trust in Him. 
God promised restoration; He will fix everything, making it like new.

The day when God makes things right will be such a happy day for His people. 
God’s people will be glad. “Sing and be happy! Shout for joy!” Zephaniah said. “The 
Lord will be with you, and you won’t need to worry about anything bad happening.”

“God will be with you,” Zephaniah said. “He will save you and show you how much 
He loves you.”

Christ Connection: Zephaniah prophesied about the Day of the Lord—a day when 
God will judge the world for its sin and Jesus Christ will return. Jesus will make 
everything like new, and everyone who trusts in Him will be safe.  

STORYTELLING TIPS
Use a warning sign: 
Write the word Warning 
on a red piece of paper. 
Hold up the paper 
whenever Zephaniah 
gives a warning or 
pronounces a judgment 
against the people.

Display a sign of hope: 
Write the word Hope on 
a white piece of paper. 
Hold up the paper when 
Zephaniah gives the 
people hope.
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LEARN 

T H E  S T O R Y  O F  T H E  G O S P E L

REVIEW THE BIBLE STORY

SAY   Josiah was the king of Judah when Zephaniah came to him with a message from God. The 
message was a warning telling the people to turn back to God and to stop worshiping idols. What 
day did Zephaniah warn the people about? [Allow responses.] Zephaniah warned the people that 
the Day of the Lord would come and that on this day God would destroy everything on the earth 
because of people’s sinfulness.  

Zephaniah also gave the people hope. Why did Zephaniah’s message give the people hope? [Allow 
responses.] God is merciful and if the people repented, they could be saved from God’s judgment. 
Those who trust in Jesus will be safe. One day, Jesus would return and make all things new. Jesus 
saves us from our sin so that we can enjoy living with Him forever. 

God is our true joy. When we have God, we have everything we could ever need. The people of 
Judah learned that worshiping idols leads to destruction and death. But if they turned to God they 
would be safe and sing for joy. God wants us to be happy in Him. We must turn away from sin and 
trust in Jesus. In Jesus, we find life, joy, and every good thing.  

CHRIST CONNECTION

SAY   Zephaniah prophesied about the Day of the Lord—a day when God will judge the world for 
its sin and Jesus Christ will return. Jesus will make everything like new, and everyone who trusts in 
Him will be safe.    

(Tip: Use Scripture and the Gospel Plan Poster to explain how to become a Christian. Make 
sure kids know when and where they can ask questions.)

QUESTIONS FROM KIDS (3 minutes)

Show the “Unit 14, Session 3” questions from kids video. Prompt kids to discuss:

1. How can you not be scared when thinking about the future?

2. What are some promises God has made in the Bible that give us hope?  

MISSIONS MOMENT (3 minutes) 
Display the photo of Adoniram Judson. 

SAY   Adoniram and Ann Judson worked hard in Burma to tell people about Jesus, translate 
the Scriptures, and start a Chrisitan zayat. A zayat is a small shelter on the side of the road for 
travelers. In the Burmese culture, zayats also served as a place for Buddhist teachers to talk about 
Buddhist beliefs. The Judsons thought it would be a good idea to start a zayat to tell people about 
Jesus.

The first Christian gathering in a zayat was held April 4, 1819. About 15 adults and some children 
came to the gathering. Six years after the Judsons arrived in Rangoon, the Judsons saw the first 
Burmese person become a Christian. In the next year, they had a church of about 10 Burmese 
Christians. 
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Transition from LEARN to LOVE
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LEARN 

T H E  S T O R Y  O F  T H E  G O S P E L

Discuss how it can sometimes take a long time for people to believe in Jesus. Lead kids to 
understand that God’s timing is always perfect and that we can choose to be faithful to tell 
others about Jesus even when people do not believe right away. Close in prayer by praying for 
perseverance for missionaries around the world who are still waiting for people to believe in 
Jesus.

KEY PASSAGE ACTIVITY (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead kids in reading aloud Acts 3:19 together.

Write the first letter of each word of the key passage on a dry erase board. After each 
letter, draw a blank line. Remove or cover the key passage poster and challenge the kids to 
say the key passage from memory. Lead kids to work together as a group to repeat the key 
passage.

SAY   You all did a wonderful job completing that challenge. When we read and study God’s word, 
our hearts have an opportunity to learn what is true. By reading the Bible, we are more likely to 
recognize our sin and repent. God’s Word helps us to remember that when we turn to Jesus we can 
be forgiven of our sin.   

Lead kids to sing “Repentance (Acts 3:19).” You may also choose to sing a worship song of 
your choice.

PRAY (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before transitioning to Love.

SAY   God, we thank You for Your Word because when we read it we can find out more about You 
and the truth You want us to know. Help us to not only read it but to also obey what it says. Thank 
You for loving us so much that you sent Your Son, Jesus, to die on the cross for our sin. Amen.   
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Transition from LOVE to LIVE

Younger Kids Leader Guide  |  Unit 14 • Session 3  | 84

LOVE 

T H E  G O D  O F  T H E  G O S P E L

LOVE LOVE God by Applying the Story
REVIEW & BIBLE SKILLS (5 minutes)

Distribute Bibles. Guide boys and girls to open their Bibles to Zephaniah 3. Remind kids that 
Zephaniah was a prophet to the Kingdom of Judah. Consider pointing out Judah (J3) on the 
Old Testament Kingdoms Map. Explain that God was merciful to send the prophet Zephaniah 
to the people of Judah with the message of repentance.

Choose a volunteer to read aloud Zephaniah 3:11-13 or ask the kids to follow along as you 
read the verses aloud.

SAY   The people of Judah rejected God and chose to worship idols. They deserved to be punished 
for their sin against God. Even though judgment would come on Jerusalem and the surrounding 
nations, God also promised that there was a way to be saved. Those who trust in Jesus and humble 
themselves in repentance will be saved. Jesus makes us safe and secure in Him; we have no need to 
fear the judgment of God. Jesus took the punishment of our sin when He died on the cross.   

GROUP DISCUSSION (10 minutes)

Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss.

SAY   What do you think are some idols people worship today?  

Explain that idols are not only made of wood and stone. Remind kids that idols are anything 
that we love more than God. Discuss how idols can be money, popularity, power, pride, 
material things, relationships, and so on. 

SAY   Even though the people of Judah sinned against God, He still gave them hope. What is 
hope?  

Lead kids to understand that hope is having full confidence that God will do what He has 
promised. Explain that hope is not just wishful thinking, but that we can fully trust in God’s 
Word. Remind kids that God promised the people of Israel that the Messiah, Jesus, would 
come and God fulfilled that promise. Discuss how we wait with hope, even now, for the 
promise of Jesus’ return when He will make all things new.

SAY   How can you give hope to people in your life?  

Discuss how we can give people hope by sharing the good news of Jesus. Help kids to 
understand that everyone needs to hear how Jesus can save them from their sin. Remind 
kids that without faith in Jesus we all deserve to die for our sin, but when we turn to Jesus 
and place our faith in Him, we have the promise of forgiveness. Lead kids to understand that 
because of Jesus we also have hope that one day all things will be made new. Encourage kids 
to share the hope of the gospel with a friend or family member. 
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LIVE 

T H E  M I S S I O N  O F  T H E  G O S P E L

LIVE LIVE the Mission
ACTIVITY CHOICE (10 minutes)

      OPTION 1: MYANMAR FLAG   

Distribute a “Myanmar Flag” to each child. 
Provide yellow, green, and red crayons. 
Point out that this is the flag of Myanmar. 
Tell kids to leave the star white while the top 
section is colored yellow, the middle section 
green, and the bottom section red. 

Lead kids to list prayer requests related 
to the country of Myanmar on the back of 
the flag, such as the personal health and 
strength of the missionaries and that people 
would believe in Jesus.

SAY   Even though there are many 
Christians in Myanmar now, the country is 
still predominantly Buddhist. Missionaries 
continue to work in the country to help people 
know that God sent His Son, Jesus, to save 
them from their sin.  

Pray that the gospel continues to be shared 
in Myanmar and around the world.

      OPTION 2: WARNING SIGNALS      

Lead kids to play a game similar to 
charades. One kid will act out a scenario 
that implies a warning. For example, a kid 
may act out being chased by a swarm of 
bees and the other kids will try and guess 
that the warning is to avoid a bee hive.

Choose one kid to act out the first 
warning signal. Whisper the scenario and 
tell her to only use actions not words. Direct 
the other kids to raise their hand if they 
know what the warning is. If kids have not 
guessed the warning within one minute, 
give kids the answer. Allow kids to take 
turns acting out the warning signals.

Choose from the following scenarios 
or make up your own: earthquake, flood, 
tornado, volcano, shark bite, hurricane, 
electric shock, and quicksand.

SAY   Sometimes we have to be on guard 
for dangerous events and try to escape them. 
God’s Word also gives us warnings so that we 
can escape His judgment. We are saved when 
we turn from our sin and turn to Jesus.  

REFLECTION AND PRAYER (5 minutes)

Distribute a sheet of paper and pencil to each kid. Ask the kids to write about or draw a 
picture to answer the following questions:

• What does this story teach me about God or the gospel?

• What does this story teach me about myself?

• Who can I tell about this story?

Be sure to send the sheets home with the kids along with the activity pages so parents can 
continue to discuss the Bible story with their kids. 

If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to complete the Bible story coloring 
page. Pray for your group.
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