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PART 5 – CHAPTER 3 
 
A. PURPOSE OF COURSE 

a. What Does The Worship of One True God Look Like? 
i. In Light Of Apathetic Culture - Originally we were looking at this text in the 

light of the culture around us.  Like the culture of Daniel, ours today has 
multiple forms of spirituality and faith.  While we might consider ourselves 
significantly more advanced… our reliance on technology and man’s 
intelligence can easily be compared to the Babylonian reliance on sources 
outside of God. 
 

ii. In Light of Disaster - But things have changed for us… but the relevance of 
the text stands.  We are simply asking the question a different way….  

1. Use The Word As Ancients Would Have – The word has incredibly 
ancient origins, but we get it from the Latin 

a. Aster – Star 
b. Dis – out of alignment 
c. A “disaster” was when it was deemed that the gods were ill-

pleased, when there was calamity. 
 

2. What does the worship of One True God look like in the face of 
danger, ruin and even what some might say is a challenge to the 
notion that God exists. 

 
b. “Get Us Through” 

i. Most to this point have had this angle… the assumption that we would be 
back at church by now. 
 

ii. This may not be what God would have us hear. 
 

 
B. CHAPTER 3 

a. BACKGROUND 
i. The Text 

1. DANIEL 3:1-2  King Nebuchadnezzar made an image of gold, sixty cubits 
high and six cubits wide, and set it up on the plain of Dura in the province 
of Babylon. 2 He then summoned the satraps, prefects, governors, advisers, 
treasurers, judges, magistrates and all the other provincial officials to come 
to the dedication of the image he had set up.  
 

2. DANIEL 3:4-6 - 4 Then the herald loudly proclaimed, “Nations and 
peoples of every language, this is what you are commanded to do: 5 As 
soon as you hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipe and all 
kinds of music, you must fall down and worship the image of gold that King 
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Nebuchadnezzar has set up. 6 Whoever does not fall down and worship will 
immediately be thrown into a blazing furnace.” 

 
 

ii. HOW DID WE GET HERE? 
1. This is why we ended Chapter 2 saying that we have the responsibility 

when leading people to Christ to make sure they know how to respond 
genuinely. 

2. Nebuchadnezzar’s joy wasn’t that he believed in the One True God, it was 
simply that the destruction he saw in the dream wasn’t coming to him. 

3. Revolt / Coup in Dec. 595 – January 594 
4. The king erects this statue or obelisk and summons everyone from mayors, 

governors, military leaders, professors, and advisors.  He’s concerned there 
could be more rebellion so he wants to do two things: 

a. Wants to create a visible spectrum to show the might and force of 
his followers as a deterrent for any other would-be rebels. 

b. Is aligning the spiritual and the political to consolidate power and 
control. 

5. Not Just a Bible Story – Babylonian Clay Prism 
6. Undated Clay Prism from Babylon – Not only do archeologists think that 

Daniel’s friends are listed here with their Babylonian names: 
a. Shadrach, Meshach, Abednego 
b. Also believe that there is an inscription from Nebuchadnezzar 

recording this event: 
i. “I ordered the following court officials in exercises of their 

duties to take up position in my suite” – It then lists the 
same roles as we find listed in Daniel 3 and is believed to 
be dated right after the attempted coup of 595. 

iii. The Scene Is Set 
1. The king is going to force worship. 
2. Shadrach and the others are caught up in this. 
3. The penalty is, again, death. 

 
b. OUR WITNESS MAY REQUIRE GOD REMOVES WHAT WE HAVE DEPENDED ON 

i. Three Things Removed 
1. They lose parents, home and all things familiar 

a. Daniel 1:3 - 3 Then the king ordered Ashpenaz, chief of his 
court officials, to bring into the king’s service some of the 
Israelites from the royal family and the nobility 
 

2. They lost their “church” and their way of worship 
a. Daniel 3:1 - King Nebuchadnezzar made an image of gold, 

sixty cubits high and six cubits wide, and set it up on the 
plain of Dura in the province of Babylon. 

b. SIZE:  90ft high / 9ft wide 
c. “image of gold” – 7x 
d. Where Did This Gold Come From? 

i. 2 KINGS 24:13-14 - As the Lord had declared, 
Nebuchadnezzar removed the treasures from the 
temple of the Lord and from the royal palace, and 
cut up the gold articles that Solomon king of Israel 
had made for the temple of the Lord.  

ii. 2 SAMUEL 8:11 - 11 King David dedicated these 
articles to the Lord, as he had done with the silver 
and gold from all the nations he had subdued:  

iii. What was their way of worship, and what was their 
temple, and what were the symbols of how God had 
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given them victories… Was now in the form of a 
pagan king/god and they were being forced to bow 
to it. 

3. They’ve lost their point man 
a. Daniel had recommended the king give them positions as 

governors over areas and regions while Daniel had stayed in 
the king’s court. 

b. Nebuchadnezzar’s orders don’t apply to his court… so Daniel 
is not in a place to be of influence. 

ii. They are now going to have to stand on their own. 
1. They can’t lay claim to God through their ancestry 
2. They can’t lay claim to God through their church 
3. They can’t lay claim to God through their pastor. 
4. This is a GOOD thing… the story is going to show that God is moving 

them forward so that they can have their own witness.  They can 
stand for the Lord themselves. 
 

iii. APPLICATION 
1. Think back to a “FIRST” Day… 

a. Working at a store as a teen and it’s the first time the owner 
leaves you to close up. 

b. Hairdresser – first time cutting someone’s hair on your own 
c. Doctor and the first time you’re handling a patient’s 

condition without backup. 
d. Beach Patrol – First time in the chair. 

2. In all of those situations… there was the day your support 
mechanisms were removed.  The things that previously provided 
you comfort were taken away. 

3. We have had the normal removed.  We don’t have our normal 
services, our building, access to one another or to the pastors. 

4. It’s time to allow our witness to grow on its own. 
 
 

c. OUR WITNESS IS THAT WE WORSHIP A GOD THAT IS ABLE… NOT THAT GOD 
WILL 

i. Background – Individuals jealous of these young Jews having been 
elevated call them out.  When the call goes out and the music plays, 
these guys don’t join in.  So they are highlighted. 

ii. The Text 
1. Daniel 3:13-15 - 13 Furious with rage, Nebuchadnezzar summoned 

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. So these men were brought 
before the king, 14 and Nebuchadnezzar said to them, “Is it true, 
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, that you do not serve my 
gods or worship the image of gold I have set up? 15 Now when you 
hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipe and all 
kinds of music, if you are ready to fall down and worship the image I 
made, very good. But if you do not worship it, you will be thrown 
immediately into a blazing furnace. Then what god will be able to 
rescue you from my hand?” 

2. Not an idle threat.  And the bible is not a place where everyone 
who calls on God gets saved. 

a. JEREMIAH 29:22-23 – Two prophets are thrown into the 
furnace by Nebuchadnezzar. 

iii. Their Response 



Page 4 of 6 

1. Here is their moment. 
2. DANIEL 3:16-18 - 16 Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to 

him, “King Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves 
before you in this matter. 17 If we are thrown into the blazing 
furnace, the God we serve is able to deliver us from it, and he will 
deliver us from Your Majesty’s hand. 18 But even if he does not, we 
want you to know, Your Majesty, that we will not serve your gods or 
worship the image of gold you have set up.” 
 

3. “He is able… but even if he does not…” 
 

4. Other Examples 
 

a. 2 SAMUEL 15:25-26 - Take the ark of God back into the city. 
If I find favor in the LORD’s eyes, he will bring me back and 
let me see it and his dwelling place again.  26 But if he says, ‘I 
am not pleased with you,’ then I am ready; let him do to me 
whatever seems good to him.” 
 

b. JOHN 11:16 - Then Thomas (also known as Didymus) said to 
the rest of the disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die 
with him.” 

 
d. OUR WITNESS IS STRONGEST IN THE FIRE, NOT OUTSIDE OF IT 

i. TEXT 
1. DANIEL 3:19-30 - Then Nebuchadnezzar was furious with Shadrach, 

Meshach and Abednego, and his attitude toward them changed. He 
ordered the furnace heated seven times hotter than usual 20 and 
commanded some of the strongest soldiers in his army to tie up 
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego and throw them into the blazing 
furnace.  21 So these men, wearing their robes, trousers, turbans 
and other clothes, were bound and thrown into the blazing furnace.  
22 The king’s command was so urgent and the furnace so hot that 
the flames of the fire killed the soldiers who took up Shadrach, 
Meshach and Abednego,  and these three men, firmly tied, fell into 
the blazing furnace.  
Then King Nebuchadnezzar leaped to his feet in amazement and 
asked his advisers, “Weren’t there three men that we tied up and 
threw into the fire?” 
They replied, “Certainly, Your Majesty.” He said, “Look! I see four 
men walking around in the fire, unbound and unharmed, and the 
fourth looks like a son of the gods.”  
 

 
2. ARCHAEOLOGY – Image of the brick kilns 

 
3. TEXT – VERSE 26 - Nebuchadnezzar then approached the opening 

of the blazing furnace and shouted, “Shadrach, Meshach and 
Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come out! Come here!” 
So Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego came out of the fire,  27 and 
the satraps, prefects, governors and royal advisers crowded around 
them. They saw that the fire had not harmed their bodies, nor was a 
hair of their heads singed; their robes were not scorched, and there 
was no smell of fire on them.  



Page 5 of 6 

Then Nebuchadnezzar said, “Praise be to the God of Shadrach, 
Meshach and Abednego, who has sent his angel and rescued his 
servants! They trusted in him and defied the king’s command and 
were willing to give up their lives rather than serve or worship any 
god except their own God.  29 Therefore I decree that the people of 
any nation or language who say anything against the God of 
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego be cut into pieces and their 
houses be turned into piles of rubble, for no other god can save in 
this way.”  
Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego in the 
province of Babylon. 
 

ii. CONSIDER 
1. God did not rescue them, not the way he did in Chapter 2.  God did 

not have Daniel show up and spare them the fear, the anxiety.  They 
were, in fact, thrown into the fire. 
 

2. But that is exactly where God’s witness was strongest. 
 

3. There’s debate about the 4th person… was it Jesus, was it an angel. 
 

a. KJV- Son of Man, but that is likely the translators inserting 
their personal opinion into the text.  The king would have had 
no knowledge of Christ or about Yahweh’s son… he simply 
saw a human person so said it had to be a “son of the gods.” 
 

iii. APPLICATION 
1. There are times, in fact that our witness for God is STRONGEST in the 

fire, not outside of it.  And so God does take His believers through 
some rough patches… because that’s where we can be the best 
witness for Him. 
 

2. PSALM 23 
a. 23:4 – “Even though I walk through the valley of the deepest 

darkness (shadow of death).” 
 

b. The Psalm absolutely assumes we are going to go through 
those valleys.   It doesn’t say “You lead me away from these 
valleys,” or “You lead me around these valleys… 

 
c. NET – “Even when I MUST walk…” 

 
d. But the answer…   “I will fear nothing… for you are with me.” 

 
3. The “Will Be With You” Motif 

a. ISA 43:1-2 Now, this is what the LORD says, the one who 
created you, O Jacob, and formed you, O Israel:  “Don’t be 
afraid, for I will protect you. I call you by name, you are mine. 
When you pass through the waters, I am with you; when you 
pass through the streams, they will not overwhelm you. When 
you walk through the fire, you will not be burned; the flames 
will not harm3 you. 
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b. MATT. 28:20 - And remember, I am with you always, to the 
end of the age.” 

 
 

c. God’s very promise to be “with us” assumes that there will be 
difficulties.  But that His presence is the reason we are not to 
fear.  Not simply because He will rescue us… but because He 
knows what He’s doing and how He will use the opportunity 
for His glory. 
 

 


