Commitment Course: Expectations of Partners
Partnership brings mutual benefits and responsibilities for both the church and its members.
1. What does my church expect from me? The Worship Center expects you to:
Serve God: make your relationship with God the top priority in your life.
Be committed and ________________________ to the Worship Center: strive for unity.
Be faithful in attending services at the Worship Center.
Faithfully attend a ________________________ class: mid-week classes / small group.
Serve in the mission and the ministry of the church in its outreaches.
Share your Christian _____________________________ on a person-to-person basis.
Support the work: giving tithes & offerings(missions, building fund, special events, etc).
Attend our annual or special business meetings.
2. What can you expect from the church? The church will endeavor to:
Minister to your spiritual _____________ primarily through preaching of the Word.
Assist you in Godly counsel, especially in times of decisions, stress, and difficulties.
Provide you with opportunities for Christian _______________________________.
Equip you and give you opportunities to serve the body of Christ.
Serve members of your family, and you, in matters of Christian instruction.
Lift you up in _________________________.
Encourage you and challenge you in your spiritual journey.
Be sound stewards of the________________________________ that you provide.
As we partner together and do our responsibilities, we will be the church that God has designed us to be.

WORD BANK:

discipleship

fellowship finances loyal

needs

prayer

testimony

Commitment Course - Unity in the Church
Scripture instructs believers to be unified:
Ephesians 4:2, 3 - - Be humble, gentle, patient, bearing with one another in love. Make
every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.
1 Corinthians 1:10 - - I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that all of you agree with one another in what you say and that there be no
___________________ among you, but that you be perfectly united in mind and thought.
1 Thessalonians 5:13 - 15 - - Live in _______________________ with each other. We
urge you, warn those who are idle and disruptive, encourage the disheartened, help the
weak, be patient with everyone. Make sure that nobody pays back wrong for wrong, but
always strive to do what is good for each other and for everyone else.
What to do if there is conflict - - With others in the church: Matthew 18:15 - 17
If your brother or sister sins, go and point out their fault, just between the
______________ of you. If they listen to you, you have won them over.
But if they will not listen, take one or two others along, so that every
matter may be established by the testimony of two or three __________________.
If they still refuse to listen, tell it to the church; and if they refuse to listen even to
the church, treat them as you would a pagan .
With leadership: Procedure to Follow
1.

Go and speak with the ___________________________.

2.

Allow them to __________________________ their thought process.

3.

Give them the opportunity to apologize and to seek forgiveness.
The right way to leave a church: talk with pastors and elders; explain your
decision; leave with their_____________________________ .
Word Bank:

blessings
divisions
source
two

explain peace
witnesses

Commitment Course: Discipleship for Spiritual Growth
Four Areas of Spiritual Discipline / Discipleship:
1. ______________________ : God’s  guide  for  our  lives
God’s  Provision - -The first Psalm says: He whose delight is in the law of the Lord, and
meditates on his law day and night is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields
its fruit in season and whose leaf does not wither- whatever they do prospers .
Spiritual Growth - - 2 Timothy 3:16 - All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for
teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the servant of God
may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.
By reading God's Word, we receive the _________ and insight needed to live right before God.
2.

Prayer: Jesus modeled the importance of a personal ________________________ life.

3.

Worship: __________

4.

_____________________ : not  “if,”  but  “when”  you  do  it…

_______ I will praise  you  and  extol  your  name…  (Psalm 145)

Fasting is allowing your focus to be on God.
Fasting is a supernatural step toward God
The goal of spiritual discipline is that each of us personally experience:
God's power
His presence
His fullness

Word Bank:

Bible

Every day

Fasting

Prayer

Tools

Commitment: Giving (Part#1)
Questions & Answers about tithing:

(A tithe is a tenth, or ten ____________________. )

1.Does this mean that I’m supposed to give ten percent of my income? Answer: ___________.
2.Can a person tithe more or less than 10%? Answer: _________. (A person can give to a
church less than 10% but it is not biblical tithing; anything over 10% is an offering.)
3.Why is the church always talking about money? Answer: Scripture shows a close association
of our hearts and our material possessions. When people have a hard time giving, it speaks to
more of a _______________________ issue than it does a financial issue.
4.Why is the church and religion, when it comes to money, often times controversial? Answer:
1st - Sadly, in the history of the church, greedy men have abused the principle of stewardship.
2nd - Some can be overly sensitive because of the close connection they have with their money.
5. Why is God so pressed about money? Answer: God owns everything. We are merely
________________________ of God’s gifts. This applies to both the 10% and the 90%.
In order to ____________________ the mission and desire of your family, it costs money; the
same applies for the church. We have bills…plus it also takes money to reach lost people.
6.Is there a reason why a person may not tithe? Answer: Difficult situations may hinder some
from giving. Scripture gives two categories of Christians who do not tithe: Those who have
not had clear teaching on tithing; those who know better but choose to __________________.
7.What if I do not want to tithe? Answer: Then don’t! Giving should never be pressured; it’s a
heart issue. We trust God with our eternity; we should also____________ Him with our money.
WORD BANK:

advance

disobey

heart

no

percent

stewards

trust yes

Commitment: Giving (Part #2)
More Questions about Tithing
1. What should I tithe on?
Scripture says we should tithe on __________________ that comes from God’s hands.
If you’ve been blessed, then be a ____________________________.
Should I tithe on my gross or my net? Would you like to be blessed on the gross or net?
2. Do I give just to get? Wrong! Giving must come from a heart of gratitude and generosity.
3. What if I can’t afford to give? (It’s like waiting to have enough money before having kids.)
The truth is you will probably never come to a place where you are “able to afford it.”
You simply have to take a step and start somewhere.
Tithing equals ___________________________; when you tithe, you trust God.
4. Do I have to tithe money?
When we speak of tithing, we are usually speaking of money.
There is a trend in America now that is moving toward “social” tithing (giving of time,
encouraging others, community service) These are important, but they are not a tithe.
These should be an ____________________________ of a believer’s life.
God doesn’t expect you to give what you don’t receive, but as God blesses you, He
______________________________ you to give a percentage back to Him.
5. Can I skip a week? (Sure…however…)
Most people who are ____________________________ to biblical tithing try their best
to give according to their pay schedule rather than their church attendance.
These individuals, usually, if they skip a week, will make it up the following week.
6. Is there a spiritual punishment for not tithing?
When we choose not to tithe, we deprive God of the opportunity to bless His people.
God will not work contrary to His own nature or principle.
7. Can I tithe anywhere I want? Answer: ________

Scripture makes it very clear that you are to bring the whole tithe into the storehouse.
You can give to other ministries, but that falls under the category of offerings.
Your tithe should go to the church where you are spiritually fed and encouraged.
8. What if I don’t trust my church leaders to be good stewards of my money?
If you’re unable to trust your church leaders with your money, how can you trust them
with the most important issues like your __________________________ well-being?
If you can’t trust your church with your money, find a congregation where you feel
comfortable in biblical stewardship.
Express your concerns, but if you can’t trust your church leaders, how can you trust them
with training you in godliness?
9. Can I try tithing for a little while if I’m unsure? Answer: _________
This is one of the few places where God challenges us to test Him.
This isn’t something that you try sporadically, or just once.
Try it for a 6-month period and see what God will do.
As a partner of The Worship Center, what you’re saying is that you are going to be faithful in
giving, serving, attendance, etc. You will be partnering with us in the giving of your resources.
Remember - - You cannot __________________________ God!
WORD BANK:
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Commitment Course: Groups
Small groups: one of the best avenues to experience community and___________ change.
Scriptural Pattern - - The early church met in small groups:
(Acts 2:42,46) They [the followers of Christ within the Church] devoted themselves to the
apostles' teaching and to______________________, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.
Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their
homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all
the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.
The command in Scripture:
(Hebrews 10:24, 25) Let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good
deeds, not giving up _______________________ together, as some are in the habit of doing,
but encouraging one another - - - and all the more as you see the Day approaching.
Why should I get involved in a Small Group?
1.

______________________________:
Creates environment to meet and know other believers
Have love and acceptance
Be challenged

2.

Better understanding of the _____________________:
Discussions: ask questions, give insights
Apply scriptural truths together
Grow and have accountability

3.

Develop a Christian ___________________________:
Pray together
Come along side for support in difficult times
Opportunity for ministry

Word Bank:

Bible

community

family

fellowship

life

meeting

Commitment Course: Government Structure
Accountability and Oversight:
1.

Jesus Christ is the ____________________ of His Church

2.

Affiliation with the Assemblies of God Denomination
National Office: Springfield, MO
Potomac District Office: Fairfax, VA
Eastern Shore Section

3.

Lead Pastor : main vision-caster within the local church

4.

Advisory Team: Staff Pastors/Elders (oversee spiritual temperature and direction)

5.

Leadership Team: Department Heads, Finance Team, Grace Group Leaders

6.

Congregation/Church ______________________________: have important part!
Support
Voting Responsibility (hiring pastors, ratifying elders, property transactions)
The Worship Center is - - - Pastor-led, Elder-______________________,
Leadership-driven and Congregational-supported.

Word Bank:

advised

head

partners

Commitment Course: The Worship Center's Constitution
The Constitution provides _______________, procedures, and structure of our organization.
Brief Overview of Our Constitution:
A. Affiliation and Relationship (Volunteer Fellowship of the Assemblies of God)
B. The Tenets of ___________________: What We Believe
C. Ordinances of the Church (Water Baptism and Communion)
D. Worship Center Partners
The Partnership Process
Voting Responsibilities of Partners:
Partners shall have the right and responsibility to vote at an Annual or Special
Partnership Meeting on the following issues by ________________________
vote of partners present:
1. Sale or purchase of land or buildings.
2. Ratification of elders by 75% majority vote of partners present.
3. Approve the minutes for annual and special partnership minutes.
4. Acceptance of financial reports at an annual or special meeting.
5. Selection of a Lead Pastor by 75% majority vote of partners present.
E. Other Informational Sections:
Qualifications and selection of Church Leadership
Meeting of the Assembly
Church __________________________
Current Policies of The Worship Center

Word Bank:

faith

finances

majority

rules

