
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MIDWEEK ADVENT SERVICE                                                                  DECEMBER 14, 2022 
CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM                                                                   

 

CONNECTING PEOPLE TO JESUS AND TO ONE ANOTHER TO SERVE THE WORLD 

 
A PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP 

May the story of Christmas be told among us as long as we gather as God’s people. May we hear it 
with the joy of children and tell it with the hope of those whose salvation is sure. May we faithfully 
pass on this joy and hope of Christmas to the world around us, and to all generations. In Your name 
we pray. Amen 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND GREETING 
 

THE OPENING HYMN:                 “O Come All Ye Faithful” 
 

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant! 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 

Come and behold Him born the king of angels; 
O come let us adore Him, O come let us adore Him, 

O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord. 
 

Highest, most holy, Light of light eternal, 
Born of a virgin, a mortal He comes; 

Son of the Father now in flesh appearing! 
O come let us adore Him, O come let us adore Him, 

O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord. 
THE INVOCATION  
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 Amen. 
 
THE CONFESSION OF SINS AND ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
In the season of Advent, we prepare for Jesus to come. While today is a celebration of joy, we know 
that on our own, we would be entirely devoid of joy. Without Jesus we would be without hope. Let us 
confess our sins together, and ask for forgiveness. 
 

(Please kneel for a time of confession) 
Most merciful God, 

We confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  We have sinned against You in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment.  For the sake of 
Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 
we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.  
Amen. 

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins.  
As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins 
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.      
     Amen.  
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HYMN OF PRAISE 

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, 
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 

Glory to God in the highest; 
O come let us adore Him, O come let us adore Him, 

O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord. 

 
THE EPISTLE READING: James 5:7–11 (An encouragement for Christians to wait for the Lord 
with patience) 
 

      7  Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits for the 
precious fruit of the earth, being patient about it, until it receives the early and the late rains. 8  You 

also, be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand. 9  Do not grumble 
against one another, brothers, so that you may not be judged; behold, the Judge is standing at the 

door. 10  As an example of suffering and patience, brothers, take the prophets who spoke in the 

name of the Lord. 11  Behold, we consider those blessed who remained steadfast. You have heard of 
the steadfastness of Job, and you have seen the purpose of the Lord, how the Lord is 

compassionate and merciful.  
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God 

 

THE HOLY GOSPEL:  Matthew 11:2–15 (Jesus speaks about John the Baptist.) 
 

      2  Now when John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by his disciples 
3  and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?” 4  And Jesus 

answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5  the blind receive their sight and the 
lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have 

good news preached to them. 6  And blessed is the one who is not offended by me.”  
      7  As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: “What did you go out 

into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 8  What then did you go out to see? A man 

dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who wear soft clothing are in kings’ houses. 9  What then did 
you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10  This is he of whom it is 

written, “‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face, who will prepare your way before you.’ 
11  Truly, I say to you, among those born of women there has arisen no one greater than John the 

Baptist. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 12  From the days of 

John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven has suffered violence, and the violent take it by 
force. 13  For all the Prophets and the Law prophesied until John, 14  and if you are willing to accept 

it, he is Elijah who is to come. 15  He who has ears to hear, let him hear.  
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

CHILDREN’S PROGRAM:                    “God’s Gift to Us“ 
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“Joy To The World” 
 

Joy to the world the Lord is come, let earth receive her King. 
Let ev'ry heart prepare Him room 

And heav'n and nature sing, and heav'n and nature sing 
And heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing. 

 
(congregation joins in singing) 

He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove. 
The glories of His righteousness 

And wonders of His love, and wonders of His love 
And wonders, wonders of His love. 

 

*** 
                                                  “Ring the Bells” 

 
Ring the bells, ring the bells, blow the horn, blow the horn. 

Tell the happy story, tell the happy story, 
Jesus is born!   Jesus is born! 

 
                                                        *** 

“It Came Upon The Midnight Clear” 
 

It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old. 
From angels bending near the earth to touch their harps of gold. 

Peace on the earth good will to men, from heaven's all gracious King. 
The world in solemn stillness lay, to hear the angels sing. 

 
*** 

                                 “Angels We Have Heard On High” 
 

Angels we have heard on high sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
And the mountains in reply, echoing their joyous strains. 

Chorus 
Glo……ria in excelsis Deo; Glo….ria in excelsis Deo. 

 
*** 

“Away in a Manger” 
Away in a manger no crib for a bed, 

The little Lord Jesus lay down His sweet head. 
The stars in the sky looked down where He lay, 

The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
 

(congregation joins in singing) 
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The cattle are lowing the Baby awakes 

But little Lord Jesus no crying He makes 
I love Thee Lord Jesus look down from the sky 

And stay by my cradle 'til morning is nigh 
 

Be near me Lord Jesus I ask Thee to stay 

Close by me forever and love me I pray 
Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care 

And fit us for heaven to live with Thee there 
 

*** 
“Silent Night” 

Silent night, holy night!  All is calm, all is bright 
Round yon virgin mother and child.  Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

                                                           *** 

“We Wish You a Merry Christmas” 
 

Chorus 

We wish you a merry Christmas, we wish you a merry Christmas 
We wish you a merry Christmas, and a happy New Year! 

 
Glad tidings we bring, to you and your kin, 

We wish you a merry Christmas, and a happy New Year!  (Chorus) 
 
THE MESSAGE:                                                                                           Pastor Pete LeBorious 

 
TIME OF RESPONSE:  Welcome to worship, we are so glad you are here! You are encouraged to fill 
out an Attendance Card (There is a side for both our guests and members to fill out), and place it in 
the offering plates, which are located at each entrance of the Sanctuary.  If you have an offering, your 
offering may be placed in these plates, preferably before Worship begins. This helps our usher gather 
our offerings to bring forward and return them before God. 
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If you would like to make your offering at Mount 

Calvary electronically, an easy way is to use the 

QR Code on the left to access the Vanco online 

giving option. 



THE PRAYER 

We pray together: 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have 

graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins where I 
have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night. For into Your hands I commend 

myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the 

evil foe may have no power over me. Amen. 
 

Hear us as we pray in Your name, and as You have taught us: 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 

glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

THE BENEDICTION 

The Lord bless us and keep us.  The Lord make His face shine on us and be gracious to us.  The Lord 
look upon us with favor and give us peace. 

Amen. 
  

THE CLOSING HYMN:                 “Go Tell It on the Mountain”     Hymn #388 (vs 2-3)  
 

                                                                     Refrain 

               Go tell it on the mountain, over the hills and ev’rywhere, 
Go tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born! 

 
The shepherds feared and trembled when lo, above the earth 

Rang out the angel chorus that hailed our Savior’s birth.  (Refrain) 

 
Down in a lonely manger the humble Christ was born; 

And God sent us salvation that blessed Christmas morn.  (Refrain) 
 

A MOMENT FOR SILENT PRAYER 
 

THE POSTLUDE 

 
Thank you to all of the participants and helpers 

of this year’s Children’s Christmas Program! 
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Children’s Christmas Program 2022 
Santa - Jude Van Buskirk 
Shopper #1 - Kelsey Campbell 

Shopper #2 - Cate Christmas 
Caroler Director - Michael Nuckels 

Mary - Lili Beecher 

Joseph - Brayden Lovett 
Angel – Anna Okeson 

Carolers- Students of Sunday School and Wednesday Nights 
 

Director- Trevor Hudlin, Assistant for Children’s and Youth Ministry 

Assistants- Toli Van Buskirk, Carrie Wurdeman 
Accompanist- Ellen Prohl 

 
YOU ARE INVITED! 

 
Community Christmas Carols and Cookies Friday December 16th 7 pm-an event for you and 

our community!  This evening will be a peace and joy filled time for family, friends and neighbors of 

all ages, to join in the listening and singing of favorite Christmas carols in our church Sanctuary. The 
evening of festive Christmas music will be followed by a reception with delicious Christmas cookies 

and cocoa.   Christmas carols will be led by acoustic instruments, and our Mount Calvary Handbell 
Choir, Sanctuary Choir, and featured guest musicians, The Middle Georgia Flute Choir, who will delight 

us with music of the season.  Mark your calendars, grab a flyer to hang up at your work, or in town; 

and invite a friend or two to join you! 
 

JOIN US FOR CHRISTMAS EVE AND CHRISTMAS DAY 
 

5:00 pm Service – A peace and joy filled service with Christmas scripture and traditional carols, set 
at a perfect time for those who may like to get home a little earlier.  

 

7:00 pm Candlelight Service – This service will include our Sanctuary and Handbell Choirs as we 
celebrate our Savior’s birth and will conclude with the candlelight singing of “Silent Night.” 

 
10:00 pm Candlelight Service – This service will include the celebration of Holy Communion on 

this night of Jesus’ birth and will also conclude with the candlelight singing of “Silent Night.” 

 
10:00 am Christmas Day- Join us for a beautiful service of Lessons and Carols and the 

celebration of Holy Communion. 


