
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 



CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP SERVICE 5:00p.m.                                  DECEMBER 24, 2022 
 

WELCOME TO OUR GUESTS!  We are excited to have you here this evening to share in our 
celebration of the Savior’s birth!  Christmas Eve is one of the holiest nights of the year, and we pray 

that you will experience the joy and love of the Christ Child in your heart tonight and always.  If you 

do not have a church home, we would be delighted to tell you more about our church family!  Just 
check the appropriate box on the Attendance Card that is in the pew rack in front of you, talk to Pastor 

Andrew Howe  tonight or call the church office (478-922-1418) any weekday. 
 

COMPLETE NURSERY SERVICES are provided during the worship service this evening.  The 
Nursery is out the main entrance to the Sanctuary and down the hall to the right.  There is also a cry 

room where the service can be seen and heard.  If you have any questions, an usher will be happy to 

assist you! 
 

THOUGHT BEFORE WORSHIP: Tonight we celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ, who is Emmanuel, 
“God-With-Us.”  He comes for sinners, like you and me.  He comes to cast out the darkness and to 

shed His glorious light on all the world!  The Christmas celebration recognizes with joy that “God was 
in Christ reconciling the world to Himself.”  As those blessed with the Christmas Gospel of salvation, 

we gather to celebrate, then spread out into the world as messengers of Christmas Joy.  God’s 

Christmas peace be with you! 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC                        “Someone Like Me”                                 Trevor Hudlin 
                                                    “God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen”                      Nick Jenkins 

 
THE ANNOUNCEMENTS AND GREETING 

 

THE OPENING HYMN:                  “O Come All Ye Faithful”             Hymn #379 (1-2,4) 
 

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant! 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 

Come and behold Him, born the king of angels: 

 
Refrain 

O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord! 

 
Highest, most holy, light of Light eternal, 

Born of a virgin, a mortal He comes; 

                       Son of the Father, now in flesh appearing!  (Refrain) 
 

Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, born on Christmas morning; 
Jesus, to Thee be glory giv’n! 

                            Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing!  (Refrain) 
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THE INVOCATION AND OPENING SENTENCES  

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Christ is born! 

Our Savior has come!  Alleluia! 

To us a child is born, 

To us a Son is given; 

And the government will be on His shoulders. 

And He will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,  

Prince of Peace. 

Christ is born! 

Our Savior has come!  Alleluia! 
 

CONFESSION OF SINS AND ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 

Brothers and sisters, the great, glad tidings announce a Savior. He has come to abide with us, and set 

us right with God.  He has come for forgiveness and for peace.  So let us come now and humbly 

confess our sins to Him. 

 

                                            (Please kneel for a time of confession) 
 

Heavenly Father, 

We confess before You on this night of beauty, the ugliness of our sin.  Candles may 

light the sanctuary, but the light of our faith is often dim.  Joy fills our songs, but our 

hearts often remain troubled by guilt.  Let Your love shine into the darkness of our 

lives.  Send Your Spirit to warm our faith, Your love to fill our hearts, Your forgiveness 

to remove our guilt.  For the sake of Jesus, who was born for us, lived for us, and died 

for us, grant us forgiveness. 

The time has come for us to throw off our guilt and pain and to rejoice in God’s forgiving love.  For 

Jesus’ sake, God has forgiven all our sins, and His Spirit empowers us to greater service!  Your sins 

are forgiven in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Rejoice in Your 

forgiveness and sing for joy! 

We rejoice in the birth of the Christ Child who comes to forgive us and to save us!  

Amen. 

 

THE HYMN OF JOY                  “Angels We Have Heard on High”       Hymn #368 (vs 1,3) 
                                                                                                                                        

Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o’er the plains, 

And the mountains in reply, echoing their joyous strains. 

Gloria in excelsis Deo. Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

 

Come to Bethlehem and see, Him whose birth the angels sing; 

Come, adore on bended knee Christ the Lord, the newborn King. 

Gloria in excelsis Deo. Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
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THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES 
The people walking in darkness have seen a great light! 

On those living in the land of the shadow of death, a light has dawned! 
The angels and all the hosts of heaven rejoice with us this night! 

We light the Advent candles to celebrate the coming of the true Light of the World, 
Jesus Christ, our newborn Savior! 

 

HYMN:                                              “Away in a Manger”                                    Hymn #364 
(During the hymn the candles of the advent wreath will be lit) 

 

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 
The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head. 

The stars in the [bright] sky looked down where He lay, 
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

 
 The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, 

But little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes. 
I love Thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky, 

And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 
 

 Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay 
Close by me forever and love me, I pray. 

Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care, 
And take us to heaven to live with Thee there. 

 

THE OLD TESTAMENT READING: Isaiah 7:10-14 (The sign of Immanuel) 
 

      10  Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, 11  “Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as Sheol or 

high as heaven.” 12  But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the test.” 13  And he 
said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary men, that you weary my God 

also? 14  Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a 
son, and shall call his name Immanuel.  
 
This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
THE EPISTLE READING: 1 John 4:7-16 (God is love) 
 

7  Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God 

and knows God. 8  Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9  In this the 
love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we 

might live through him. 10  In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent 
his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 11  Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one 

another. 12  No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us and his love is 

perfected in us.  
13  By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. 14  And 

we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world.  
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15  Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. 16  So we 

have come to know and to believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and whoever abides in 
love abides in God, and God abides in him.  

 
This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

                                                    (Please stand as we join in singing) 
 

THE HYMN:                                         “Joy to the World”                 Hymn #387 (vs 1-2, 4) 
 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come!  Let earth receive her King; 
Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room and heav’n and nature sing, 

And heav’n and nature sing, and heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. 
 

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!  Let all their songs employ, 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 

He rules the world with truth and grace and makes the nations prove 

The glories of His righteousness and wonders of His love, 
And wonders of His love, and wonders, wonders of His love 

 
THE CHRISTMAS GOSPEL IS ANNOUNCED: 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the first chapter. 

 Glory to You, O Lord! 

 
THE CHRISTMAS GOSPEL:  Matthew 1:18-25 (The birth of Jesus) 
 

      18  Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been 

betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 
19  And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce 

her quietly. 20  But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 
dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is 

conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21  She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for 

he will save his people from their sins.” 22  All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by 
the prophet:  

    23  “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel” 
24  When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 
25  but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus.  
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 Praise to You, O Christ! 
 

THE CHRISTMAS CREED 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, Who sent His Son to 

be my Savior; 
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I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, announced by the angels, worshiped by the shepherds, adored 

by the Wise Men; Who lived to suffer, die and rise again, to free me from sin, death 

and the power of the devil; 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, Who has brought me to faith in the Christ of Christmas, 

and by Whose continuous work in my heart, I am ever led to lay before the feet of 

Christ the treasures of my worship, my life, my love; and to live under Him as my King, 

both now and forevermore.  Amen. 

 

THE CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                                     Pastor Pete LeBorious 

 

THE HYMN FOR CHRISTMAS EVE:   “Hark the Herald Angels Sing”                Hymn #380 

 

THE CHRISTMAS MESSAGE:                                                                       Vicar Conner Forbes 

 

TIME OF RESPONSE:  Welcome to worship, we are so glad you are here! You are encouraged to fill 

out an Attendance Card (There is a side for both our guests and members to fill out), and place it in 

the offering plates, which are located at each entrance of the Sanctuary.  If you have an offering, your 

offering may be placed in these plates as well. 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

HYMN OF RESPONSE:               “O Little Town of Bethlehem”               Hymn #361 (vs 4) 
                                            

O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; 

Cast out our sin and enter in, be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; 

come to us, abide with us, our Lord Immanuel!  Amen 
 

CHRISTMAS PRAYER 

O loving God, You once caused this night to shine with all the brightness of heaven as the angels 

came to proclaim our Savior’s birth.  Turn our thoughts toward Bethlehem and the Christ Child.  May 

the words of the Bible remind us again that the old story is ever so new!  May the lights of the Advent 

wreathe symbolize for us, Your Son, as the Light of the world.  May this night of our Savior’s birth be 

a night we treasure in our hearts, even as we prepare a place for our Savior there; for He lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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If you would like to make your offering at Mount 

Calvary electronically, an easy way is to use the 

QR Code on the left to access the Vanco online 

giving option. 



THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 

glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
CLOSING HYMN                          “Silent Night, Holy Night”                               Hymn #363 

 
Silent night!  Holy night! All is calm, all is bright. 

Round yon virgin mother and child, Holy infant, so tender and mild, 
Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 

 

Silent night!  Holy night!   Shepherds quake at the sight; 
Glories stream from heaven afar, Heavenly hosts sing Alleluia! 

Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is born! 
 

Silent night!  Holy Night!   Son of God, love’s pure light 

Radiant beams from Your holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at Your birth, Jesus, Lord, at Your birth. 

 
POSTLUDE                                      

 

May the Christ Child fill your heart and  life with peace and  joy this Christmas! 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
SERVING US TONIGHT 

 

PREACHER:  Vicar Conner Forbes.  LITURGIST: Pastor Pete LeBorious. ELDER: Pruett Burge.     
LAY READER Jeff Grube.  USHERS:  Brian Harper, David Rossman, Bob Yeager & Fred Tamer.  
ALTAR GUILD: Linda Busha, Deb Fingles, Lexie Hadley & Pat Sperry.  ORGAN:  Ellen Prohl. SLIDE 
PREPARER: Roger Moeller. 

 


