
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 



CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICE 10:00 P.M.                         DECEMBER 24, 2022 
 

WELCOME TO OUR GUESTS!  We are excited to have you here this evening to share in our 

celebration of the Savior’s birth!  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to tell you 

more about our church family.  Just check the appropriate box on the Attendance Card that is in the 
pew rack in front of you or call the church office (478-922-1418) and ask for Pastor Andrew. 

 
HOLY COMMUNION 

Holy Communion is being celebrated tonight.  It is the belief of the Lutheran Church, based on Jesus’ 
own words, that in this Sacrament His body and blood are really present and that forgiveness of sins 
and the assurance of salvation are offered to all who come confessing their sins and believing in Him.  
Communion is therefore offered to those who share this confession of faith.  Children who are not yet 
confirmed are invited to come forward with their parents to receive a blessing.  Guests who have not 
communed with us before or who may have questions about Communion at Mt. Calvary are 
encouraged to talk to Pastor Andrew. 
 

THOUGHT BEFORE WORSHIP: The days and weeks preceding Christmas are full of hustle and 
bustle for many. Between parties and shopping, cooking and baking, wrapping and card writing, along 
with many more things, we are occupied and busy as we anticipate this night and the assured joy to 
come celebrating the Savior born for us. Over two thousand years ago, though, that wasn’t the case. 
Nobody was prepared for what was to take place. Yet everything soon changed in that little town of 
Bethlehem. Quietly, unexpectedly, even “like a thief in the night” was born in the city of David a Savior, 
who is Christ, our Lord. Tonight we gather amid the busyness to reflect, rejoice, and ponder anew the 
joy of our Savior born and to prepare our hearts to receive the greatest gifts ever given and received 
by and through Him—hope, forgiveness, newness, and an assured promise of eternal life through faith 
in Him. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. Luke 2:11 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC                       
                                                                                               

THE ANNOUNCEMENTS AND GREETING 

 
PROCESSIONAL HYMN:                   “O Come, All Ye Faithful”               Hymn #379 (vs 1,3) 

(Please turn and face the front of the church as the Processional Cross passes your pew.) 
 

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant! 

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 

Come and behold Him, born the king of angels: 
 

Refrain 
O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him, 

O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord! 
 

 Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, 
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 

                                Glory to God n the highest:        (Refrain) 
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THE INVOCATION AND OPENING SENTENCES  (Isaiah 9:6, Psalm 98:1) 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

Christ is born! 
Our Savior has come!  Alleluia! 

To us a child is born, 

To us a Son is given; 
And the government will be on His shoulders. 

And He will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,  
Prince of Peace. 

Christ is born! 
Our Savior has come!  Alleluia! 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS AND ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
Brothers and sisters, the great, glad tidings announce a Savior. He has come to abide with us, and 
set us right with God.  He has come for forgiveness and for peace.  So let us come now and humbly 
confess our sins to Him. 
 

 (Please kneel) 
 

Heavenly Father, 
We confess before You on this night of beauty the ugliness of our sin.  Candles 
may light the sanctuary, but the light of our faith is often dim.  Joy fills our songs, 
but our hearts often remain troubled by guilt.  Let Your love shine into the 
darkness of our unloving nature.  Send Your Spirit to warm our faith, Your love to 
fill our hearts, Your forgiveness to remove our guilt.  For the sake of Jesus, who 
was born for us, lived for us, and died for us, grant us forgiveness. 

The time has come for us to throw off our guilt and pain and to rejoice in God’s forgiving love.  For 
Jesus’ sake, God has forgiven all our sins, and His Spirit empowers us to greater service!  Rejoice in 
Your forgiveness and sing for joy! 
 Amen 
 

CHRISTMAS HYMN OF JOY:                  “Joy to the World”                  Hymn #387 (vs 1,4)                    
 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

    Let earth receive her King; 
Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room 

    And heav’n and nature sing, 
    And heav’n and nature sing, 

    And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. 

 
He rules the world with truth and grace 

    And makes the nations prove 
The glories of His righteousness 

    And wonders of His love, 

    And wonders of His love, 
    And wonders, wonders of His love. 
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THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 
We pray:  In quiet joy, O God, we praise and thank You for the gift of Your light and salvation. We 
thank You for Your joy, and Your peace in Your blessed Son, the Prince of Glory. Grant us to join our 
voices with Your holy angels in new songs of peace and joy this night and always; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
           Amen. 
 
THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES 
The people walking in darkness have seen a great light! 

On those living in the land of the shadow of death, a light has dawned! 
The angels and all the hosts of heaven rejoice with us this night! 

We light the Advent candles to celebrate the coming of the true Light of the World, 
Jesus Christ, our newborn Savior! 

 

THE HYMN                                     “O Come, All Ye Faithful”                 Hymn #379(vs 2,4) 
(during the singing of the hymn  the candles of the advent wreath will be lit) 

 

Highest, most holy, Light of Light eternal, 

Born of a virgin, a mortal He comes; 

Son of the Father, now in flesh appearing!   
 

Refrain 
O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him, 

O come, let us adore Him,  Christ the Lord!  
 

Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, born on Christmas morning; 
Jesus, to Thee be glory giv’n! 

Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing! (Refrain) 
 

THE OLD TESTAMENT READING:  Isaiah 9:2–7 (A great light for the people walking in 
darkness) 

 

      2   The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of deep 

darkness, on them has light shone. 3  You have multiplied the nation; you have increased its joy; 
they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as they are glad when they divide the spoil. 4  For 

the yoke of his burden, and the staff for his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, you have broken as 

on the day of Midian. 5  For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult and every garment 
rolled in blood will be burned as fuel for the fire. 6  For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and 

the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7  Of the increase of his government and of peace 

there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of 

hosts will do this.  
 
This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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THE EPISTLE READING Titus 2:11–14 (We await our blessed hope, the glory of our great God.) 

 

      11  For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, 12  training us to renounce 
ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present 

age, 13  waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus 

Christ, 14  who gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a people 
for his own possession who are zealous for good works. 

 
This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
THE CHRISTMAS GOSPEL:  Luke 2:1-20 (The birth of Jesus Christ) 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 
 

      1  In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. 
2  This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3  And all went to be 
registered, each to his own town. 4  And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of 
Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house 
and lineage of David, 5  to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 6  And while 
they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 7  And she gave birth to her firstborn son and 
wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in 
the inn.  
      8  And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by 
night. 9  And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 
and they were filled with great fear. 10  And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you 
good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11  For unto you is born this day in the city of 
David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12  And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby 
wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13  And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 14  “Glory to God in the highest, and on 
earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”  
      15  When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let 
us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to 
us.” 16  And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 
17  And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this 
child. 18  And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. 19  But Mary treasured up 
all these things, pondering them in her heart. 20  And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 
God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.  
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
        Praise to You, O Christ! 
 
HYMN:                                         “Hark the Herald Angel’s Sing”            Hymn #380 (vs 1,3) 
                                                                                                                             

Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King; 
Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!” 

Joyful, all ye nations, rise, join the triumph of the skies; 
With the angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 
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Hail, the heav’n-born Prince of Peace! Hail, the Sun of Righteousness! 

Light and life to all He brings, ris’n with healing in His wings. 
Mild He lays His glory by, born that man no more may die, 

Born to raise the sons of earth, born to give them second birth. 
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 

 

THE CHRISTMAS CREED 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, Who sent His Son to 

be my Savior; 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, announced by the angels, worshiped by the shepherds, adored 

by the Wise Men; Who lived to suffer, die and rise again, to free me from sin, death 
and the power of the devil; 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, Who has brought me to faith in the Christ of Christmas, 

and by Whose continuous work in my heart, I am ever led to lay before the feet of 

Christ the treasures of my worship, my life, my love; and to live under Him as my King, 
both now and forevermore.  Amen. 

 

THE HYMN FOR CHRISTMAS EVE:       “What Child is This”                              Hymn #370 
 

THE CHRISTMAS MESSAGE:                                                                         Pastor Andrew Howe 
 

TIME OF RESPONSE:  Welcome to worship, we are so glad you are here! You are encouraged to fill 
out an Attendance Card (There is a side for both our guests and members to fill out), and place it in 
the offering plates, which are located at each entrance of the Sanctuary.  If you have an offering, your 
offering may be placed in these plates as well. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
HYMN OF RESPONSE:                   “O Little Town of Bethlehem”            Hymn #361 (vs 4) 
                                            

O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; 

Cast out our sin and enter in, be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; 

                  come to us, abide with us, our Lord Immanuel!  Amen                                                                                                                                                        
 

THE CHRISTMAS PRAYER 

Gracious heavenly Father, we adore Your divine goodness and praise You for the wonderful Gift of 
Your Son, our Savior, Jesus. 

Praise, honor and glory be to You, O Lord our God! 
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If you would like to make your offering at Mount 

Calvary electronically, an easy way is to use the 

QR Code on the left to access the Vanco online 

giving option. 



For this eternal blessing, conceived out of Your love for us before the world began, accept our heartfelt 
thanks. 

Accept our offerings of praise in acknowledgment of Your love and mercy. 
As we kneel beside Your manger, Lord Jesus, assure us of Your continuing love and support. 

Fill our hearts with joy and thankfulness. 
Fill our lives with hope. 

Fill our minds with wonder at Your love and grace. 
Lord Jesus, hear our prayer to let Your light shine through our sharing, our service, and our support 
of others. 

Hear our prayer for peace among nations, reconciliation among people, hope among 
the poor and the lonely and the exploited.  Make us willing instruments of peace and 
reconciliation and hope. 

This we ask in the name of our Savior, Christ the Lord. 
Amen. 

 
THE CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
The shepherds believed the angelic announcement and went to find their Savior. 

We have also heard the Good News and seek our Lord. 
They found their Savior, long-promised Messiah, in a stable’s manger. 

And we shall receive Him under the bread and wine. 
Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

(Tune: Angels We Have Heard on High) 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God by highest hosts adored, 

Heav’n and earth Your glory sing; With them we our praises bring. 
Gloria in excelsis Deo. Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

 

Sing hosanna, saints above; With the angels, sing God’s love. 
Blest is He, the coming One; God the Father’s only Son. 

Gloria in excelsis Deo. Gloria in excelsis Deo 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
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THE DISTRIBUTION (An Usher will invite your pew to come forward to receive the bread and 
individual cup. The center cups in each tray are white grape juice for those who cannot drink alcohol, 
After receiving Communion, please exit down the outside aisle. There is a basket to put your used cup 
into.) 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS:              “O Holy Night”                     John Trichinotis, Ellen Prohl 
                                                    “It Came Upon a Midnight Clear”                       Hymn #366 
                 “Gentle Mary Laid Her Child”                               Hymn #374 
                                                         “Away in a Manger”                                       Hymn #364 
 

THE STORY OF SILENT NIGHT AND THE LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES 
(Only unlit candles should be tipped to receive the flame from those already lit.  This 
prevents hot wax from spilling.  If younger children hold lit candles, parents should 
supervise them closely.) 

 

THE READING   
 “The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of the shadow of 
death a light has dawned.”  (Isaiah 9:2) 
 

THE CONGREGATIONAL SINGING:       “Silent Night, Holy Night”                      Hymn #363 
 

Silent night!  Holy night!   All is calm, all is bright. 
Round yon virgin mother and child   Holy infant, so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace,   Sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

Silent night!  Holy night!   Shepherds quake at the sight; 
Glories stream from heaven afar,   Heavenly hosts sing Alleluia! 

Christ, the Savior, is born!   Christ, the Savior, is born! 
 

Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you! 
See, darkness covers the earth, and thick darkness is over the peoples. 

But the Lord rises upon you and His glory appears over you. 
Nations will come to the light, and kings to the brightness of the dawn. 

Go in peace and share the Good News – the mystery of new life and salvation from a baby, the baby 
Jesus, our King! 

Amen. 
 

Silent night!  Holy Night!   Son of God, love’s pure light 
Radiant beams from Your holy face with the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord, at Your birth, Jesus, Lord, at Your birth. 
 

(The candles are extinguished.) 
 

 

POSTLUDE               
 

 

SERVING US TONIGHT 
 

PREACHER:  Pastor Andrew Howe.  LITURGIST: Vicar Conner Forbes. ELDER: John Van Buskirk.   
ACOLYTE: Ryan Sillence.  LAY READER Carolyn Burnam.  USHERS:  Doug Fingles, Eric Gossman 
& Dick Kesler.  ALTAR GUILD: Linda Busha, Deb Fingles, Lexie Hadley & Pat Sperry.  ORGAN:  Ellen 
Prohl. VOCALIST: John Trichinotis. SLIDE PREPARER: Roger Moeller. 


