
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 



FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT                                                                   DECEMBER 17, 2022                                                                            
 

CONNECTING PEOPLE TO JESUS AND TO ONE ANOTHER TO SERVE THE WORLD 

 

As We Gather 
In this fourth service in our Be Born in Us Today series for Advent, we think of John the Baptist, who 

pointed to the power of God present in Christ Jesus. That power is still at work in Christ. And he is 

born in us today. 
Holy Communion 

Holy Communion is being celebrated today.  It is the belief of the Lutheran Church, based on Jesus’ 
own words, that in this Sacrament His body and blood are really present and that forgiveness of sins 

and the assurance of salvation are offered to all who come confessing their sins and believing in Him.  
Communion is therefore offered to those who share this confession of faith.  Children who are not yet 

confirmed are invited to come forward with their parents to receive a blessing. Guests who may have 

questions about Communion at Mt. Calvary are encouraged to talk to Pastor Andrew or Pastor Pete. 
                   

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND GREETING      
 

OPENING WORSHIP SONG:   “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” 
 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, 

That mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel, shall come to thee, O Israel! 

 

O come, Thou Dayspring from on high, and cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, and death’s dark shadows put to flight 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel, shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 

O come, Desire of nations, bind, in one the hearts of all mankind; 
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, and be Thyself our King of Peace. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel, shall come to thee, O Israel! 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel, shall come to thee, O Israel! 
                                                                                           

THE INVOCATION AND LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 
THE HYMN:                                    “Christ Be Our Light”                                    
(During the hymn, the first, second, third and fourth candle of the advent wreath will be lit.) 
 

            Longing for light, we wait in darkness. Longing for truth, we turn to you. 
Make us your own, your holy people, light for the world to see. 
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Chorus 

Christ be our light! Shine in our hearts. Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light! Shine in your church gathered today 

 

        Longing for peace, our world is troubled. Longing for hope, many despair. 
Your word alone has power to save us. Make us your living voice.  

 

Chorus 
Christ be our light! Shine in our hearts. Shine through the darkness. 

Christ, be our light! Shine in your church gathered today 
 

Copyright 1993 Published by OCP, Arrangement by Hope Publishing Company 

                          
We light the fourth candle on the Advent wreath as we draw near to the celebration of Jesus’ birth. 
The Christ Child came in power, but His power was hidden in weakness. The little child who was 

wrapped in swaddling cloths and laid in a manger in Bethlehem, is “the power of God and the 
wisdom of God” (1 Corinthians 1:24). 

      Holy Child of Bethlehem, be born in us today. You came in power to save us! 

The power of God to save is revealed in Christ Jesus—in His humble manger bed, in His weakness 
and suffering on the cross and in the empty tomb on the day of His resurrection! “The word of the 

cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God” (1 
Corinthians 1:18). 

Holy Child of Bethlehem, be born in us today. Lord Jesus, You are glorious in power 

and majesty! 
 

THE HYMN:                                      “Christ be Our Light” 
                  

Christ be our light! Shine in our hearts. Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light! Shine in your church gathered today 

 

THE CONFESSION OF SINS AND ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 

Let us confess our sins to God and ask His forgiveness. 
 

(Please kneel for a time of confession) 
 

Almighty God,  

So often we turn away from Your Word and Your holy will to follow our own desires 

and the temptations of the world around us. We fail to love others as we should. We 

have sinned against You in our thoughts, words and actions. Have mercy on us and 

forgive us. 

God has had mercy on us. He sent His Son to be our Savior. In weakness the Son of God, Jesus our 

Lord, died on the cross for us. In power He rose from the dead in triumph over sin, death and the 

devil. I announce to you that to those who believe in Jesus Christ is given the power to become the 

children of God. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to completion in the day 

of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

      Amen. The message of the cross is the power of God for our salvation! 
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SONG OF PRAISE:                        “What a Beautiful Name” 
 

You were the Word at the beginning, one with God the Lord Most High. 
Your hidden glory in creation, now revealed in You our Christ. 

 

What a beautiful Name it is, what a beautiful Name it is. 
The Name of Jesus Christ my King. 

What a beautiful Name it is, nothing compares to this. 
What a beautiful Name it is, The Name of Jesus. 

 

You didn't want heaven without us, so Jesus You brought heaven down. 
My sin was great Your love was greater, that could separate us now. 

 

What a wonderful Name it is, what a wonderful Name it is. 
The Name of Jesus Christ my King. 

What a wonderful Name it is, nothing compares to this. 
What a wonderful Name it is, The Name of Jesus. 
What a wonderful Name it is, The Name of Jesus. 

 

Death could not hold You, The veil tore before You. 
You silence the boast of sin and grave. 

The heavens are roaring, the praise of Your glory. 
For You are raised to life again. 

 

You have no rival, You have no equal. 
Now and forever God You reign. 

Yours is the kingdom, Yours is the glory. 
Yours is the Name above all names. 

 
What a powerful Name it is, what a powerful Name it is. 

The Name of Jesus Christ my King. 
What a powerful Name it is, nothing can stand against. 

What a powerful Name it is, The Name of Jesus. 
 

What a powerful Name it is, The Name of Jesus. 

What a powerful Name it is, The Name of Jesus. 
 

Ben Fielding | Brooke Ligertwood© 2016 Hillsong Music Publishing 

 
THE OLD TESTAMENT READING: Exodus 15:1-18 (The song of Moses.) 
 

      1  Then Moses and the people of Israel sang this song to the LORD, saying, “I will sing to the 
LORD, for he has triumphed gloriously; the horse and his rider he has thrown into the sea. 2  The 
LORD is my strength and my song, and he has become my salvation; this is my God, and I will 
praise him, my father’s God, and I will exalt him. 3  The LORD is a man of war; the LORD is his 
name.  
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    4  “Pharaoh’s chariots and his host he cast into the sea, and his chosen officers were sunk in the 

Red Sea. 5  The floods covered them; they went down into the depths like a stone. 6  Your right 
hand, O LORD, glorious in power, your right hand, O LORD, shatters the enemy. 7  In the greatness 

of your majesty you overthrow your adversaries; you send out your fury; it consumes them like 
stubble. 8  At the blast of your nostrils the waters piled up; the floods stood up in a heap; the deeps 

congealed in the heart of the sea. 9  The enemy said, ‘I will pursue, I will overtake, I will divide the 

spoil, my desire shall have its fill of them. I will draw my sword; my hand shall destroy them.’ 10  You 
blew with your wind; the sea covered them; they sank like lead in the mighty waters.  

    11  “Who is like you, O LORD, among the gods? Who is like you, majestic in holiness, awesome in 
glorious deeds, doing wonders? 12  You stretched out your right hand; the earth swallowed them.  

    13  “You have led in your steadfast love the people whom you have redeemed; you have guided 
them by your strength to your holy abode. 14  The peoples have heard; they tremble; pangs have 

seized the inhabitants of Philistia. 15  Now are the chiefs of Edom dismayed; trembling seizes the 

leaders of Moab; all the inhabitants of Canaan have melted away. 16  Terror and dread fall upon 
them; because of the greatness of your arm, they are still as a stone, till your people, O LORD, pass 

by, till the people pass by whom you have purchased. 17  You will bring them in and plant them on 
your own mountain, the place, O LORD, which you have made for your abode, the sanctuary, O 

Lord, which your hands have established. 18  The LORD will reign forever and ever.”  
 

This is the Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

   

THE EPISTLE READING: Galatians 4:3-7 (We are heirs through God.) 
 

      3  In the same way we also, when we were children, were enslaved to the elementary principles of 
the world. 4  But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born 

under the law, 5  to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. 
6  And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 
7  So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God. 

 
This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
  

THE HOLY GOSPEL: Luke 3:15-17 (John the Baptist prepares the way.) 
 

      15  As the people were in expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John, 
whether he might be the Christ, 16  John answered them all, saying, “I baptize you with water, but he 

who is mightier than I is coming, the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize 

you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17  His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and 
to gather the wheat into his barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 

 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to You, O Christ.  
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THE NICENE CREED: 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things 
visible and invisible. 

 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten son of God, begotten of his Father 

before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, 

being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us 
men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy 

Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under 
Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.  And the third day he rose again according 

to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.  
And he will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose 

kingdom will have no end. 

 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and 
glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 

Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the 

resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 

THE MESSAGE                                                                                              Pastor Andrew Howe 

 

TIME OF RESPONSE: Welcome to worship, we are so glad you are here! You are encouraged to fill 
out an Attendance Card (There is a side for both our guests and members to fill out, and If you will 
be coming forward for Holy Communion, please read and sign the “Announcement for Communion” 
portion of the Attendance Card.), place it in the offering plates, which are located at each entrance of 
the Sanctuary.  If you have an offering, your offering may be placed in these plates, preferably before 
Worship begins. This helps our usher gather our offerings to bring forward and return them before 
God. 
 

 
               
 
 

 

 
 

SONG OF RESPONSE                          “Even So Come” 
 

All of creation all of the earth 

Make straight a highway a path for the Lord, 
Jesus is coming soon. 

Call back the sinner wake up the saint 
Let ev'ry nation shout of Your fame. Jesus is coming soon. 
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If you would like to make your offering at Mount 

Calvary electronically, an easy way is to use the 

QR Code on the left to access the Vanco online 

giving option. 



Chorus  

Like a bride waiting for her groom 
we’ll be a Church ready for You. 

Ev’ry heart longing for our King we sing, 
Even so come, Lord Jesus come.  Even so come, Lord Jesus come. 

 

There will be justice all will be new 
Your name forever faithful and true. 

                    Jesus is coming soon.  (Chorus ) 
 

Bridge 
So we wait, we wait for You, God we wait, You’re coming soon. 

So we wait, we wait for You, God we wait, You’re coming soon. 

 
Chorus  

Like a bride waiting for her groom,  
we’ll be a Church ready for You. 

Ev’ry heart longing for our King we sing… 

Like a bride waiting for her groom 
We’ll be a Church ready for You. 

Ev’ry heart longing for our King we sing, 
Even so come, Lord Jesus come. 

Even so come, Lord Jesus come. 
 

Chris Tomlin | Jason Ingram | Jess Cates © 2015 S. D. G. Publishing sixsteps Songs  

Worship Together Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) CCLI License # 1026927 

 

THE PRAYERS:   
Lord and Savior, look in mercy on those who suffer from illness, grief and loneliness, especially… 

Strengthen them in faith and comfort them according to the promises of your Word. By your mighty 

power, bring them healing according to your will. Holy Child of Bethlehem, 

Be born in us today. Lead us by the power of your Spirit to share your love and 

compassion with those in need.  

Lord and Savior, you sent John the Baptist to prepare the way before you. Through a baptism of 

repentance, the people were made ready to welcome you, their Messiah and Lord. Holy Child of 

Bethlehem, 

Be born in us today. Help us, according to your command, to proclaim to all nations 

repentance and forgiveness in your name. 

Lord and Savior, you brought Israel safely across the Red Sea and in glorious triumph defeated their 

enemies. Through your mighty power, hidden in your suffering and death and revealed in your 

resurrection, you defeated sin, death and the devil for us. Holy Child of Bethlehem, 

     Be born in us today. Your glorious power shattered our enemies! 

Holy Savior, Lord of might and power, hear our prayers and accept our praise. 

     Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 

glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 
THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 

DISTRIBUTION (An Usher will invite your pew to come forward to receive the bread and individual 
cup or common cup. The center cups in each tray are white grape juice for those who cannot drink 
alcohol) 
 
THE DISTRIBUTION SONGS:             “Mighty to Save” 
 

Ev’ryone needs compassion, a love that’s never failing.  Let mercy fall on me. 
Ev’ryone needs forgiveness, the kindness of a Savior, the hope of nations. 

 

                                                                              Chorus 
Savior, He can move the mountains. 

My God is mighty to save.  He is mighty to save. 
Forever, Author of salvation, 

He rose and conquered the grave.  Jesus conquered the grave. 
 

So take me as You find me, all my fears and failures; fill my life again. 

I give my life to follow ev’rything I believe in.  Now I surrender.  (Chorus) 
 

Shine your light and let the whole world see we’re singing 
For the glory of the risen King Jesus. 

Shine your light and let the whole world see we’re singing 
            For the glory of the risen King.  (Chorus) 

 

By Reuben Morgan and Ben Fielding ©2006 Reuben Morgan/Ben Fielding/Hillsong Publ. ccli#1629398 

       
                                                          “Here I Am To Worship” 

 

Light of the World, You stepped down into darkness, 

Opened my eyes, let me see. 

Beauty that made this heart adore You, 

Hope of a life spent with You. 
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Chorus 

So here I am to worship, Here I am to bow down, 

Here I am to say that You’re my God. 

You’re altogether lovely, altogether worthy, 

Altogether wonderful to me. 

 

King of all days, oh so highly exalted, 

Glorious in heaven above. 

Humbly You came to the Earth You created, 

All for love’s sake became poor.  (Chorus) 

 

And I’ll never know how much it cost 

To see my sin upon that cross. 

And I’ll never know how much it cost 

To see my sin upon that cross. (Chorus) 

 

by Tim Hughes ©2000 Thankyou Music  CCLI # 1629398 

                                                        
THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER  

Let us pray. Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Grant that we who have received the gift of His body and blood may abide in Him and He in us, that 

we may be filled with the power of His endless life, now and forever.  

     Amen 

 
THE BENEDICTION 
The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.  The 
Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

Amen. 
    

THE CLOSING SONG                    “Hosanna/Praise is Rising” 

 
Praise is rising eyes are turning to You, we turn to You. 

Hope is stirring hearts are yearning for You, we long for You. 
'Cause when we see You, we find strength to face the day. 

In Your presence, all our fears are washed away, 

Washed away. 
 

Chorus 
Hosanna, hosanna You are the God who saves us 

Worthy of all our praises! 

Hosanna hosanna, come have Your way among us, 
We welcome You here Lord Jesus. 

-8- 



Hear the sound of hearts returning to You, we turn to You. 

In Your Kingdom broken lives are made new, You make us new. 
'Cause when we see You, we find strength to face the day. 

In Your presence, all our fears are washed away, 
                     Washed away.     (Chorus 2x) 

 

                               Brenton Brown, Paul Baloche © 2005    CCLI License #1629398  
THE SENDING 
Go in peace! 

And serve the Lord.  Thanks be to God! 
 

All scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2009 by International Bible Society.  
Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 
 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Our Altar Flowers are provided this week by Eugene & Lois O’Neal in loving memory of Joel Clark 
and Chris White, and by Melanie Curenton in honor of her mother, Maggie Monahan’s, birthday. 
 
Mount Calvary has received a donation in memory of Russell Hood, Riley’s brother, from Betty 
Cummings 
 
Mount Calvary has received a donation in memory of Beth Pharr, Doug Bacon’s sister, from 
Betty Cummings. 
 

Sign-up sheets for the Helping Hands Christmas Dinner are on the information desk. You can 
sign up to donate food or to help with the dinner (kitchen, serving, driving, etc.). Thank you for your 

support of this awesome ministry! If you have any questions, contact Vicar Conner. If you donated 
food, food drop off will be from 9am-11am on Saturday, December 24 (Christmas Eve) here at Mount 
Calvary. If that time does not work, please contact Vicar for another time. Please remember to have 
Turkeys and Hams cooked before you drop them off! 
 

God’s Grace Is AWESOME – TAG’s 2023 Mission Trip:  Registration is open for next Summer’s 
mission trip to Nashville, TN.  The trip is the week of June 11th-18th.  The cost for the trip is set at 

$90/person.  For full details on registration requirements for the trip, pick up a registration flier in 
the Annex.  Registration deadline is February 28th. 

 

Newsletter Deadline:  Please have all items for the January Newsletter in to the office by 
December 24th. 

 
Christmas Education Schedule:  There will be no Education hour on December 25th or January 

1st.  Sunday morning classes will resume January 8th and our Mid-week classes will resume on 

Wednesday, January 11th. 
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PRAYER CONCERNS 
 

The family of Jan Clark who died December 11th. 

The family of Pat Cole, J. T. Cole’s mom, who died on December 8th. 

Steve Kirchoff, who will have surgery on December 22nd.  
Spenser Robbins, Monelle Netzinger’s nephew, who is recovering from brain surgery. 

Jeannie Hawkins, who was hospitalized last week. 
Susan Wallace, Karen Harmon’s sister, who is battling an infection. 

Don Engle, who was hospitalized this past week. 

Chuck Mollenkopf, who is at a rehab center in Macon recovering from a Nov. 12 fall. 
Glenda Brown, Debi Cole and Christi Bacon’s sister, who has been hospitalized with the flu. 

Mike Hill, Cynthia Nelson’s brother, who is suffering from pancreatitis. 
Johnny Clark, Judy Parrott’s brother, who recovering from a brain bleed and has dementia.  

John Lange, who is recovering from treatment for cancer at Mayo Clinic. 
 

Servants in Christ’s Church 
Pastor DJ Thomsen, our 8th Vicar, who serves at Christ the King Lutheran in Ishpeming, MI. 
Kathy Keene, who is the executive assistant to the District President of the Florida-Georgia District. 
Cindy Hammerstrom, who is the executive assistant for schools and youth ministry at our Florida-
Georgia District. 
Pastor Jeff Jordan, one of our district pastors who serves at Rivercliff Lutheran in Sandy Springs, 
GA.  
 

Keep In Your Prayers 
 
Melissa (Debbie Hardy’s daughter), Steve Kirchoff, Lois O’Neal, Ed Rekau, Gordon Nelson (DJ’s father), 
Selah James (Marcia Brighton’s granddaughter), Erika Swaim (Marcia Brighton’s mother), Sam Fisher, 
Cynthia Trichinotis, Tim West (Karen’s husband), Linda Phillips and Rosie Schultz (Arland’s wife). 
 
(NOTE:  Those listed under “Keep in your prayers” are removed from the list after eight weeks.  If 
there is someone you would like to keep on the list for another eight weeks, please contact the church 
office.) 
 

Those Battling Cancer 
 
Beverly Kite (Monelle Netzinger’s niece), Lloyd Rauch, Larry Jordan (Holly Hartley’s father), Joseph 
Paoletta (Cynthia Trichinotis’s ex-husband), Perry Shearouse (Carolyn Burnam’s son-in-law), Betty 
Bohm (Bill’s sister), Ray Bohm (Bill’s brother), Allison Brewer (Jan and Steve Kirchhoff’s daughter), 
Marcia Copeland (Maggie Monahan’s sister), Tammy Buchli (Doe’s mother), Mark Lawson, Jenny 
Hursey (Fred & Nancy’s daughter-in-law), Wilson Baughman, Merwin Dieckmann (Mark’s father), Tom 
Guilford (Sylvia’s oldest son), Matt Voskuil (Debi Cole’s son), Jamey Sillence, Joe Hill (Cynthia Nelson’s 
dad) and Norma Young (Melinda Hopf’s aunt). 
  

 
 
 



SERVING US TODAY 
 

PREACHER:  Pastor Andrew Howe.  LITURGIST:  Vicar Conner Forbes. ELDER:  Jimmy Martin.     
LAY READER:  Ginger Martin.  ALTAR GUILD: Valerie Counselman, Denise Forehand, Nancy Hoar 
& Kim Leslie.  SLIDE PREPARER:  Cynthia Trichinotis. 
 

SERVING US NEXT WEEK 
 

ELDERS: Pruett Burge (Sat 5 pm), Open (Sat 7 pm), John Van Buskirk (Sat 10).  ACOLYTES: Ava 
Mauck & Tessa Gossman (Sat 7 pm) and Ryan Sillence (Sat 10 am).  LAY READERS: Jeff Grube (Sat 
5 pm), Bob Gerstenberger (Sat 7 pm) and Carolyn Burnam (Sat 10 pm).  ALTAR GUILD: Linda Busha, 
Deb Fingles, Lexie Hadley & Pat Sperry.   
 

ATTENDANCE LAST WEEK 
Wednesday - 130 

Saturday - 31   Early - 71   Late – 111  Total – 213 

 
NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 

Isaiah 9:2-7 and Titus 2:11-14 (Sat 7 and 10 pm) 

 
THIS WEEK AT MOUNT CALVARY 

           Today  12 – 3 pm HS Annex & pew Cleaning 
       6:00 pm Young Adult Christmas Party 

   Monday    1:00 pm Women’s Small Group 
    6:30 pm Handbell Choir 
    7:15 pm Handbell Choir 
Wednesday 12:00 pm Advent Worship 

9am-5pm License to Chill 
  7:00 pm Sanctuary Choir 

Thursday 10:00 pm Ladies Bible Study 
Saturday   5:00 pm Worship (Families w/ Small Children) 
    7:00 pm Candlelight Worship 
  10:00 pm Candlelight Worship w/Communion 

        Next Sunday 10:00 am Worship Service 
     12 – 2 pm Helping Hands Christmas Dinner 
 


