
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT                                                              DECEMBER 11, 2022 
 

“CONNECTING PEOPLE TO JESUS AND TO ONE ANOTHER TO SERVE THE WORLD” 

 
As We Gather 

 
In this third service in our Be Born in Us Today series for Advent, we remember that we have a clear 
path to the promised land of heaven through Jesus. The children of Israel wandered in the desert for 
40 years, often doubting God’s plan for them. With the arrival of Jesus on the scene, we can have 
faith that He is the Way. Jesus is the Way. And he is born in us today. 
 
PRELUDE                                  “Twas in the Moon of Wintertime”                Handbell Choir 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND GREETING   
 
 OPENING HYMN:                “Savior of the Nations, Come”           Hymn #332 (vs 1-2) 
 

Savior of the nations, come, Virgin’s Son, make here Your home! 
Marvel now, O heav’n and earth, that the Lord chose such a birth. 

 

Not by human flesh and blood, by the Spirit of our God, 
Was the word of God made flesh, woman’s offspring pure and fresh. 

 
THE INVOCATION AND LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 

THE HYMN:                                       “Christ Be Our Light”                                    
(during the hymn, the first three candles of the advent wreath will be lit) 

 
Longing for light, we wait in darkness. Longing for truth, we turn to you. 

Make us your own, your holy people, light for the world to see. 
 

Chorus 
Christ be our light! Shine in our hearts. Shine through the darkness. 

Christ, be our light! Shine in your church gathered today 
 

Copyright 1993 Published by OCP, Arrangement by Hope Publishing Company 

                          
We light the third candle on the Advent wreath as a bright light that reminds us of the guidance we 

have in God’s Word and in our Savior Jesus, the Word made flesh. The prophet Isaiah spoke of a 
highway prepared by God, the Way of holiness: “The redeemed shall walk there” (Isaiah 35:8-9).  

Holy Child of Bethlehem, be born in us today. You alone are the way of salvation. In 
the power of the Spirit, guide us according to the truth of your Word. 
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THE HYMN:                                  “Christ be Our Light” 
                                             (the congregation joins in singing) 

 

Christ be our light! Shine in our hearts. Shine through the darkness. 

Christ, be our light! Shine in your church gathered today 

 

THE CONFESSION OF SINS AND ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENES 

 

Let us confess our sins to God and ask his forgiveness. 

 

(Please kneel for a time of confession) 

 

Almighty God, you have given us the Way to follow, our Savior Jesus Christ. You have 

given us your Word to teach us the Way of salvation and to guide us in lives of 

service to you. We confess that we often turn away from that guidance and follow 

our own sinful, selfish ways. We listen to the temptations of the world instead of 

keeping your Word. Have mercy on us and forgive us. 

In mercy, God sent his Son into the world to be our Savior. Jesus took our sins onto Himself and 

carried them to the cross, where He suffered the penalty of death in our place. I announce to you 

that your sins are forgiven in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

    Lord God, guide our feet in the way of peace! 

   

THE HYMN OF PRAISE:           “Savior of the Nations, Come”                  Hymn #332 (6-8) 

 

For You are the Father’s Son, who in flesh the vic’try won. 

By Your mighty pow’r make whole, all our ills of flesh and soul. 

 

From the manger newborn light, shines in glory through the night. 

Darkness there no more resides; in this light faith now abides. 

 

Glory to the Father sing, Glory to the Son, our king, 

Glory to the Spirit be now and through eternity. 

 

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come!  Help us by Your might, that the sins which weigh us down 

may be quickly lifted by Your grace, and that we might be led in your mercy, for You live and reign 

with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

(please be seated) 
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THE OLD TESTAMENT READING: Isaiah 35:5-10 (The ransomed shall return) 
 

      5  Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 6  then shall 
the lame man leap like a deer, and the tongue of the mute sing for joy. For waters break forth in the 
wilderness, and streams in the desert; 7  the burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty 
ground springs of water; in the haunt of jackals, where they lie down, the grass shall become reeds 
and rushes. 8  And a highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Way of Holiness; the unclean 
shall not pass over it. It shall belong to those who walk on the way; even if they are fools, they shall 
not go astray. 9  No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be 
found there, but the redeemed shall walk there. 10  And the ransomed of the LORD shall return and 
come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain gladness and 
joy, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.  
 
This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

THE PSALM: Psalm 31:1-5 
 

(during the reading of the Psalm the Handbell Choir will play interludes of 
 “Savior of the Nations Come”, allowing you time to mediate on the Word.) 

 

In you, O LORD, do I take refuge;   let me never be put to shame;   

 in your righteousness deliver me!  (interlude) 
 
2 Incline your ear to me; rescue me speedily! Be a rock of refuge for me,  
a strong fortress to save me! (interlude) 
 
3 For you are my rock and my fortress; 
    and for your name's sake you lead me and guide me; (interlude) 
 

4 you take me out of the net they have hidden for me, 
    for you are my refuge. (interlude) 
 
5 Into your hand I commit my spirit; 
    you have redeemed me, O LORD, faithful God. 
 
This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

THE EPISTLE READING: 2 Corinthians 2:14-17 (Triumph in Christ) 
 

14  But thanks be to God, who in Christ always leads us in triumphal procession, and through us 
spreads the fragrance of the knowledge of him everywhere. 15  For we are the aroma of Christ to 
God among those who are being saved and among those who are perishing, 16  to one a fragrance 
from death to death, to the other a fragrance from life to life. Who is sufficient for these things?  
17  For we are not, like so many, peddlers of God’s word, but as men of sincerity, as commissioned 
by God, in the sight of God we speak in Christ. 
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This is the Word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God 

 

THE HOLY GOSPEL IS ANNOUNCED:   
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the first chapter. 
 

 

 
 

 

 
THE HOLY GOSPEL: Luke 1:67-79 (Zechariah’s Prophecy) 
 

      67  And his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied, saying, 68  “Blessed be 

the Lord God of Israel, for he has visited and redeemed his people 69  and has raised up a horn of 
salvation for us in the house of his servant David, 70  as he spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets 

from of old, 71  that we should be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us; 
72  to show the mercy promised to our fathers and to remember his holy covenant, 73  the oath that 

he swore to our father Abraham, to grant us 74  that we, being delivered from the hand of our 
enemies, might serve him without fear, 75  in holiness and righteousness before him all our days. 
76  And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; for you will go before the Lord to 

prepare his ways, 77  to give knowledge of salvation to his people in the forgiveness of their sins, 
78  because of the tender mercy of our God, whereby the sunrise shall visit us from on high 79  to 

give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of 
peace.”  

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

 
 

 
 

THE APOSTLES CREED   

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. 

He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into 

heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will 
come to judge the living and the dead.  

  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
               

THE CHILDREN’S MESSAGE:                                                                   Vicar Conner Forbes  
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THE HYMN OF THE DAY:               “Once He Came In Blessing”                         Hymn #333  
 

THE MESSAGE:                                                                                             Vicar Conner Forbes 

 

TIME OF RESPONSE:  Welcome to worship, we are so glad you are here! You are encouraged to fill 
out an Attendance Card (There is a side for both our guests and members to fill out), and place it in 
the offering plates, which are located at each entrance of the Sanctuary.  If you have an offering, your 
offering may be placed in these plates, preferably before Worship begins. This helps our usher gather 
our offerings to bring forward and return them before God. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE HYMN OF RESPONSE:           “O Little Town of Bethlehem”            Hymn #361 (vs 4) 

                                            

O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; 

Cast out our sin and enter in, be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; 

           O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Immanuel!  Amen 

 

THE PRAYERS:    
Lord and Savior, hear our prayers on behalf of those who are suffering from illness and loss, 

especially… Lead those who are struggling in their relationship with you and with others to search the 

Scriptures for the comfort and guidance that you alone can give. Holy Child of Bethlehem, 

Be born in us today. Strengthen us through the study of your Word so that we, in turn, 

may give strength and hope to others. 

Lord and Savior, in the Scriptures we read the words of the prophet Isaiah, who foretold that God 

would establish a Way of holiness, a place for the redeemed to walk. Through faith in your name, we 

walk that holy Way with joy! Holy Child of Bethlehem,  

     Be born in us today. Guide our feet in the way of peace! 

Lord and Savior, you announced that you are the Way, the Truth and the Life. You are the Way of 

holiness proclaimed by the prophet. You alone are the Way to the Father. Holy Child of Bethlehem,  

Be born in us today. Grant us grace to follow you each day. In you alone we have  

forgiveness, life and salvation. Lead us by the power of the Holy Spirit as we seek the 

guidance of your holy Word.  

Holy Savior, Lord of all nations, hear our prayer and accept our grateful praise. 

     Amen.  
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If you would like to make your offering at Mount 

Calvary electronically, an easy way is to use the 

QR Code on the left to access the Vanco online 

giving option. 



THE LORD’S PRAYER   
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
THE BENEDICTION 
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.  The 
Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

Amen. 
 

THE CLOSING HYMN:               “Lord Take My Hand and Lead Me”                   Hymn #722 
 
A MOMENT FOR SILENT PRAYER 
 
THE POSTLUDE 
 
All scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2009 by International Bible Society.  
Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Our Altar Flowers are provided this week by Jo Drinkhahn, in memory of Marc Drinkhahn and by 
Steve & Jackie Kaestner, in honor of their grandson Jaxon’s birthday. 
 
Mount Calvary has received a donation in memory of Kathy Cleveland, a former member, 
from Bill & Jacque Bohm. 
 
Mount Calvary has received a donation in memory of Beth Pharr, Doug Bacon’s sister, from 
Don & Judy Parrott. 
 
Instrumentalists - Would you like to help enhance the festive atmosphere of our Christmas Eve or 
Christmas Day services?  Let Ellen know if you are available to play at any of our Christmas Eve 
services, or on Christmas Day!    music@mountcalvaryga.org  or  (630) 251-0795 
 
Community Christmas Carols and Cookies Friday December 16th 7 pm -An event for you and 
our community!  This evening will be a peace and joy filled time for family, friends and neighbors of 
all ages, to join in the listening and singing of favorite Christmas carols in our church Sanctuary. The 
evening of festive Christmas music will be followed by a reception with delicious Christmas cookies 
and cocoa.   Christmas carols will be led by acoustic instruments, and our Mount Calvary Handbell 
Choir, Sanctuary Choir, and featured guest musicians, The Middle Georgia Flute Choir, who will delight 
us with music of the season.  Mark your calendars, grab a flyer to hang up at your work, or in town; 
and invite a friend or two to join you! Check out the sign-up sheet in the narthex to sign up to bring 
a batch of your favorite Christmas cookies or to help with cookie plating, set up and clean up.   
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Thank you for giving to us after Hurricane Ian.  We are humbled by this show of God’s grace 

through your generosity.  The Lord has worked so much good in our lives in many ways—such as this 
generous gift.  It is because of people such as yourselves—devoted followers of Christ and vessels of 

His grace—that we see this disaster as more of a blessing than a curse.   
In Christ, Paul, Megan, Kate, and Wren Shores 

 

Sign-up sheets for the Helping Hands Christmas Dinner are on the information desk. You can 
sign up to donate food or to help with the dinner (kitchen, serving, driving, etc.). Thank you for your 

support of this awesome ministry! If you have any questions, contact Vicar Conner.  
 

It’s time again for the Angel Tree!  Please stop by and pick out your angels. Shop for the listed 
items and place them in a gift bag and return by Dec. 11. Thank you so much for sharing with others 

at this time of year! 

 
High School Christmas Party:  This Sunday, December 11th, 6:30-8:30 at Pete & Sonja's house 

(413 Erin Way).  Youth are asked to bring their favorite Christmas goodie to share and a gift for the 
exchange (about $10) 

 

High School Work Day:  High School Youth will be cleaning up the Annex and washing the pews 
next Sunday, December 18th, Noon-3pm.  There is no cost for this event and lunch will be provided. 

 
Licensed To Chill - Winter Fun Day 

Middle and High School Youth 
Wednesday, December 21st, 9 am - 5 pm 

$40/person to cover park activities (plus money for lunch) 

Admission covers: Snow tubing, Ice Skating, Snowball pit, and carnival rides. 
 

God’s Grace Is AWESOME – TAG’s 2023 Mission Trip:  Registration is open for next Summer’s 
mission trip to Nashville, TN.  The trip is the week of June 11th-18th.  The cost for the trip is set at 

$90/person.  For full details on registration requirements for the trip, pick up a registration flier in the 

Annex.  Registration deadline is February 28th. 
 

Young Adult Bible Fellowship:  The young adults will meet at Pastor Pete & Sonja’s home (413 
Erin Way) next Sunday, December 18th, from 6-?? for a Christmas celebration.  You are asked to bring 

a Christmas goodie to share and a gift for the exchange. 

 
RightNow Media -  Our church has partnered with the Florida-Georgia 

District by investing into an online Bible study platform. Each person at 
Mt. Calvary has unlimited access to RightNow Media—streaming library of 

video Bible study resources (it’s been called the “Netflix of video Bible 
studies”).  These Bible study videos can be used as part of a group study 

or for personal devotions. You can use the QR code to sign-up today. 
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PRAYER CONCERNS 
 

The family of Beth Pharr, Doug Bacon’s sister, who died December 1st. 

Glenda Brown, Debi Cole and Christi Bacon’s sister, who has been hospitalized with the flu. 
Mike Hill, Cynthia Nelson’s brother, who is suffering from pancreatitis. 

Melissa, Debbie Hardy’s daughter, who is recovering from surgery. 

Johnny Clark, Judy Parrott’s brother, who recovering from a brain bleed and dementia.  
John Lange, who is recovering from treatment for cancer at Mayo Clinic. 
Jan Clark, who has been placed on hospice at the Lodge.  

 

Servants in Christ’s Church 
Pastor David Prill, our 7th Vicar, who serves at Resurrection Lutheran in Brentwood, CA. 
Jennifer Tanner, who is the executive director of schools and youth ministry in our Florida-Georgia 
District. 
Pastor Joshua Schneider, who is a LCMS Army Chaplain stationed in Augusta, GA 
Pastor Roger Schwartz, one of our circuit pastors who serves at Our Redeemer Lutheran in 
Augusta, GA.  
 

Keep In Your Prayers 
 

Steve Kirchoff, Lois O’Neal, Ed Rekau, Gordon Nelson (DJ’s father), Selah James (Marcia Brighton’s 
granddaughter), Erika Swaim (Marcia Brighton’s mother), Sam Fisher, Cynthia Trichinotis, Tim West 
(Karen’s husband), Ed Rekau, Linda Phillips, Rosie Schultz (Arland’s wife), Caroline Martin, Bill & Arlene 
Zeuner, Don Parrott, David Habeck (Deb Fingles’ brother) and Danny Grube. 
 

(NOTE:  Those listed under “Keep in your prayers” are removed from the list after eight weeks.  If there is 
someone you would like to keep on the list for another eight weeks, please contact the church office.) 
 

Those Battling Cancer 
 

Beverly Kite (Monelle Netzinger’s niece), Lloyd Rauch, Larry Jordan (Holly Hartley’s father), Joseph 
Paoletta (Cynthia Trichinotis’s ex-husband), Perry Shearouse (Carolyn Burnam’s son-in-law), Betty 
Bohm (Bill’s sister), Ray Bohm (Bill’s brother), Allison Brewer (Jan and Steve Kirchhoff’s daughter), 
Marcia Copeland (Maggie Monahan’s sister), Tammy Buchli (Doe’s mother), Mark Lawson, Krag 
Woodyard (Jan Clark’s son), John Lange, Jenny Hursey (Fred & Nancy’s daughter-in-law), Wilson 
Baughman, Merwin Dieckmann (Mark’s father), Tom Guilford (Sylvia’s oldest son), Matt Voskuil (Debi 
Cole’s son), Jamey Sillence, Joe Hill (Cynthia Nelson’s dad) and Norma Young (Melinda Hopf’s aunt). 
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SERVING US TODAY 
 

PREACHER:  Vicar Conner Forbes.  LITURGIST:  Pastor Andrew Howe. ELDERS:  Don Barnes (8 
am) and John Van Buskirk (10:45 am).    ACOLYTES:  Gunner Lockerman (8 am) and Emma Beecher 
(10:45 am). LAY READERS:  Brian Harper (8 am) and Seth Nelson (10:45 am).  USHERS: Early – 
Brian Harper, David Rossman, Bob Yeager & Fred Tamer. Late – Mike Hopf, Bruce Bauman, Dave 
Harter & Joshua Johnson.  ALTAR GUILD: Valerie Counselman, Denise Forehand, Nancy Hoar & Kim 
Leslie.  GREETERS: Paul & Mollie Keister (8:00 am) and Dave & Lois Harter (10:45 am).   SLIDE 
PREPARER:  Kim Leslie. ORGAN:  Ellen Prohl. 
 

SERVING US NEXT WEEK 
 

ELDERS: Jimmy Martin (Wed 12 pm), Roger Moeller (Wed 7 pm), Jimmy Martin (Sat 6 pm), Roger 
Foss (Sun 8 am) and Walt Seefeld (Sun 10:45 am).  ACOLYTES: Charlie Fischer (Sun 8 am) and Talan 
Hudlin (Sun 10:45 am).  LAY READERS: Ginger Martin (Sat 6 pm), Eric Gossman (Sun 8 am) and 
Ruthie Radcliff (Sun 10:45 am).  ALTAR GUILD: Valerie Counselman, Denise Forehand, Nancy Hoar 
& Kim Leslie.  GREETERS:  Gary & Lexie Hadley (Sun 8:00 am) and Eugene & Lois O’Neal (Sun 10:45 
am). 
 

ATTENDANCE LAST WEEK 
Wednesday - 101 

Saturday - 40   Early - 64   Late – 119  Total – 223 

 
NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 

Exodus 15:1-18 and Galatians 4:3-7 

 
THIS WEEK AT MOUNT CALVARY 

           Today    6:30 pm HS Christmas Party 
   Monday  10:00 am Ladies Guild 

     11:00 am Daytime Callers 
  1:00 pm Women’s Small Group 

    6:30 pm Handbell Choir 
    7:15 pm Handbell Choir 
Tuesday   6:00 pm Council 
Wednesday 12:00 pm Advent Worship 
    6:00 pm Dinner 

  7:00 pm Children’s Christmas Service 
Thursday 10:00 pm Ladies Bible Study 
  11:00 pm Senior Fellowship 
Friday    7:00 pm Christmas Carols and Cookies 

   Saturday    5:00 pm Adult Bible Study 

       5:00 pm Praise Team Rehearsal 

        Next Sunday  12 – 3 pm HS Annex & pew Cleaning 
       6:00 pm Young Adult Christmas Party 
 


