
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST                                                  SEPTEMBER 5, 2021 
 

“CONNECTING PEOPLE TO JESUS AND TO ONE ANOTHER TO SERVE THE WORLD” 
 

As We Gather 
We focus today on the words of James, which call us to an active faith that loves our neighbors. We 
are forced to ask ourselves: What good is a faith that bears no fruit of love and service to others? 
Such a question might make us worry about our salvation. Friends in Christ: do not fear; your living, 
saving faith in Christ will inevitably overflow with His good works. Christ powerfully works in us as 
we live out our daily vocations. Serve the Lord with gladness. 
 

Holy Communion 
Holy Communion is being celebrated today.  It is the belief of the Lutheran Church, based on Jesus’ 
own words, that in this Sacrament His body and blood are really present and that forgiveness of sins 
and the assurance of salvation are offered to all who come confessing their sins   and believing in 
Him.  Communion is therefore offered to those who share this confession of faith.  Children who are 
not yet confirmed are invited to come forward with their parents to receive a blessing.  Guests who 
may have questions about Communion at Mt. Calvary are encouraged to talk to Pastor Andrew. 

 

PRELUDE                                                                                                           
 

OPENING HYMN:                               “Jesus Shall Reign”                                      Hymn #832  
                                                                                                                                 

THE INVOCATION AND OPENING SENTENCES (from Psalm 146) 
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 

Praise the LORD, O my soul! 
      I will praise the LORD as long as I live. 
Blessed are those whose hope is in the LORD; 
      the LORD sets the prisoners free. 
The LORD opens the eyes of the blind. 
      The LORD watches over the sojourners. 
The LORD upholds the widow and the fatherless. 
      The LORD will reign forever! Praise the Lord! 
 

THE CONFESSION OF SINS AND ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
Yes, the Lord reigns over every nation, language, and people. Yet, we have not loved all people as 
Christ has loved us. The fruits of our faith are not always evident. But our Lord is gracious and 
merciful, and He offers His forgiveness to all. 
 

(please kneel) 
 

Heavenly Father, 
we have failed to love others as You love them. We have failed to reflect Your grace 
to the world in service and sacrifice. We have failed in our actions and in our 
unwillingness to share our faith to the world. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 
that we may follow You in joy. Amen. 
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In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake God forgives us 
all our sins.  To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power to become the children of God 
and bestows on them the Holy Spirit.  May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to 
completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
       Amen. 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE:                    “Give Thanks with a Grateful Heart”                Hymn #806 
 
THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. Lord Jesus Christ, Your grace and mercy overflow to all people. Lead us to love our 
neighbors, and show our faith to the world, so that all people might know the good news of Your 
death and resurrection for their eternal life and salvation; for You live and reign with the Father and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.      
     Amen. 

(Please be seated) 
 
THE OLD TESTAMENT READING: Isaiah 35:4–7a (God will come and restore all things.) 
 

      4  Say to those who have an anxious heart, “Be strong; fear not! Behold, your God will come with 
vengeance, with the recompense of God. He will come and save you.” 5  Then the eyes of the blind 
shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 6  then shall the lame man leap like a deer, 
and the tongue of the mute sing for joy. For waters break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the 
desert; 7  the burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
THE EPISTLE READING: James 2:14–26 (What good is a dead faith?) 
 

      14  What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can that 
faith save him? 15  If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacking in daily food, 16  and one of you 
says to them, “Go in peace, be warmed and filled,” without giving them the things needed for the 
body, what good is that? 17  So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead.  
      18  But someone will say, “You have faith and I have works.” Show me your faith apart from your 
works, and I will show you my faith by my works. 19  You believe that God is one; you do well. Even 
the demons believe—and shudder! 20  Do you want to be shown, you foolish person, that faith apart 
from works is useless? 21  Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered up his son 
Isaac on the altar? 22  You see that faith was active along with his works, and faith was completed 
by his works; 23  and the Scripture was fulfilled that says, “Abraham believed God, and it was 
counted to him as righteousness”—and he was called a friend of God. 24  You see that a person is 
justified by works and not by faith alone. 25  And in the same way was not also Rahab the prostitute 
justified by works when she received the messengers and sent them out by another way? 26  For as 
the body apart from the spirit is dead, so also faith apart from works is dead.  
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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THE ALLELUIA VERSE:                      
 
 
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                  

THE HOLY GOSPEL IS ANNOUNCED:   
The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark the seventh chapter 
 

 
 
 
 
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL: Mark 7:24–30  (Jesus heals a deaf man in the Decapolis.) 
 

      24  And from there he arose and went away to the region of Tyre and Sidon. And he entered a 
house and did not want anyone to know, yet he could not be hidden. 25  But immediately a woman 

whose little daughter had an unclean spirit heard of him and came and fell down at his feet. 26  Now 
the woman was a Gentile, a Syrophoenician by birth. And she begged him to cast the demon out of 

her daughter. 27  And he said to her, “Let the children be fed first, for it is not right to take the 

children’s bread and throw it to the dogs.” 28  But she answered him, “Yes, Lord; yet even the dogs 
under the table eat the children’s crumbs.” 29  And he said to her, “For this statement you may go 

your way; the demon has left your daughter.” 30  And she went home and found the child lying in 
bed and the demon gone.  
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 
 
 

 
THE NICENE CREED:   

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things 
visible and invisible. 

 

 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of his Father 
before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, 
being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us 
men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy 
Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under 
Pontius Pilate.   
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He suffered and was buried.  And the third day he rose again according to the 
Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And he 
will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will 
have no end. 

 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and 

glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 

Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the 

resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

 

THE CHILDREN’S MESSAGE:                                                                Vicar Jonathan Munnicha 

 

THE HYMN OF THE DAY:          “They’ll Know We Are Christians” 
 

We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord. 

We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord. 
And we pray that all unity, may one day be restored. 

 

Chorus 

And they’ll know we are Christians 

By our love, by our love, 
Yes they’ll know we are Christians by our love. 

 
We will walk with each other, we will walk hand in hand. 

We will walk with each other, we will walk hand in hand. 

And together we’ll spread the news that God is in our land.    (Chorus) 
 

 
We will work with each other, we will work side by side. 

We will work with each other, we will work side by side. 
And we’ll guard each man’s dignity, and save each man’s pride.    (Chorus) 

 

All praise to the Father, from whom all things come. 
And all praise to Christ Jesus, His only Son. 

And all praise to the Spirit, who makes us one.     (Chorus) 
. 

THE MESSAGE:                                                                                                Pastor Andrew Howe 

 

TIME OF RESPONSE:  (The offering plates are located at each exit from the Sanctuary and you are 
encouraged to fill out, and place your Attendance Card and offering in the plate as you leave the 

worship service.  Please note: There is a side for both our guests and members to fill out on the 
Attendance Card.  If you will be coming forward for Holy Communion, please read and sign the 

“Announcement for Communion” portion of the Attendance Card.)  
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++  The Stewardship Thought  ++ 

“The earth is the LORD’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it.”  Psalm 24:1 
 

SONG OF RESPONSE:                  “Praise and Thanksgiving”                              Hymn #789 

 

THE PRAYERS:  After each petition, the Worship Leader will say, “Lord in Your mercy,” and the 

congregation will respond, “Hear our prayer.”  

 

THE ORDER OF HOLY COMMUNION 

 

THE PREFACE 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.  

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, 

holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame 

death and the grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore 
with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 

name, evermore praising You and singing: 
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An easy way to make your weekly contribution 

to Mount Calvary is to use the QR Code on the 

left to access the Vanco online giving option. 



 
 
 
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER   

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DISTRIBUTION (The Usher will invite your pew to come forward to receive the bread and individual 
cup. The center cups in each tray are white grape juice for pregnant moms or those allergic to alcohol.) 
 

 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS                “My Faith Looks Up to Thee”                        Hymn #702 
                                                           “Lord of all Hopefulness”                           Hymn #738 
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THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER  
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we 
implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and 
in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 Amen 

 

THE BENEDICTION 

The Lord bless us and keep us.  The Lord make His face shine on us and be gracious to us.  The Lord 

look upon us with favor and give us peace. 

Amen. 

 

THE CLOSING HYMN:            “Lord Whose Love in Humble Service”                  Hymn #848 

                                                 
A MOMENT FOR SILENT PRAYER 

 

THE POSTLUDE 

 
All scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2009 by International 
Bible Society.  Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Our Altar Flowers are provided this week by Joan Steese, in loving memory of her husband John. 

 

Rebecca’s Garden of Hope, Mount Calvary’s after school tutoring ministry in partnership with Shirley 

Hills Elementary School, will reopen on Tuesday, September 14, 2021 from 4:30 - 6:30 pm. Volunteers 

are needed to serve as tutors, van drivers or riders, occasional snack or meal preparation, computer 

aides, activity helpers, and registration. To protect the health of volunteers and students, RGOH will 

observe the same Covid-19 sanitary and social distancing practices as the Houston County School 

District. Please contact Karen Harmon at 478-918-3685 if you have questions or suggestions.  

 

National Youth Gathering Registration:  Youth currently in 8th – 12th grade are eligible to attend 

next summer’s LCMS National Youth Gathering in Houston, Texas July 9th – 14th.  Youth planning to 

attend need to turn in a completed registration form along with their $200 deposit to Pastor Pete no 

later than Wednesday, September 15th.  Families should read over the attendance requirements for 

youth before registering to make sure they fully understand the commitment to faith development 

they are making. 

 

Upcoming Youth Events in September:  Mark your calendar for these upcoming events: 

 High School Ding, Dong, Ditch (September 11th) 

 High School Fall Team Building Retreat (September 17th-18th) 
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Curious about Handbells? Stop by our Handbell Open House Monday September 13th at 7 
pm.  Join our Director of Music, Ellen, and current members of our group, for our Handbell Choir ‘open 
house’ on Monday September 13th at 7m in the church Sanctuary. This will be an introductory session, 
where we will introduce and demonstrate the bells as we share with you some of what is involved in 
ringing.  ALL are welcome, all ages, no experience or commitment necessary to join us for this fun 
open house!   (If you are unable to join us for the open house, but are still interested in joining one 
of our two handbell choirs beginning Monday September 27th, please let Ellen know.  
- (630) 251-0795 or at music@mountcalvaryga.org). 
 
The Share Your Faith Workshop is September 18, Saturday, from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm preceded 
by an optional continental breakfast from 8:00 to 8:45 am.  If coming, please sign up now so we know 
how many student handbooks to order.  The sign-up list is in the narthex on the information counter.  
If you  cannot come, still remember that the five fingers of your hand can remind you of the gospel:  
the THUMB represents GRACE, the INDEX FINGER represents MAN, the LONGEST FINGER represents 
GOD, the RING FINGER represents CHRIST, and the SMALLEST FINGER represents FAITH. 
 
To My Mount Calvary Church Family!  I would like to thank you so much for the food and paper 
goods that were sent to the house.  The luncheon after the service was perfect and so good.  We 
appreciate so much all that you did for our family. My Dad loved this church and the people that make 
this church so special.  I also want to thank each of you that made a donation to the church in my 
Dad’s name.  I know that would have made him so proud.  Again, Thank You so much from the bottom 
of my heart!  -  Lynn Johnson 
 
Young Adult Bible Study:  Young adults continue their study of 1 Corinthians every Sunday night, 
at 8:30, at Pastor Pete’s house (413 Erin Way).  Hope to see you there. 
 
Pill bottles for Family Promise can be placed in a box on a shelf in the vicar’s office when you 
have filled them.  Pill bottles should be returned by Sep 30, 2021. 
 
Bible Reading Program: Our church staff and Elders are making the Today’s Light Bible two-year 
reading plan a part of their daily devotions. The congregation is invited to join in this daily devotional 
reading. This week’s readings are: 
 Week 66 
 Monday: Daniel 7:1 – 8:27 
 Tuesday: Daniel 9:1-27 
 Wednesday: Daniel 10:1 – 12:13 
 Thursday: Hosea 1:1 – 2:23 
 Friday: Hosea 3:1 – 4:19 
 Saturday: Hosea 5:1 – 6:11 
 
Do you enjoy children?  We are seeking another individual, over 18, to work in our church nursery 
once or twice a month from 7:50 am to 12:15 pm.  This is a paid and flexible position.  Nursery 
workers work together to cover each month’s services to accommodate everyone’s schedules.  If 
interested, talk to Pastor Pete. 
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The Rebecca’s Garden Orientation Meeting for all volunteers interested in helping during the 
2021-22 school year, will be held on Saturday, September 11th at 10:00 am in the Fellowship Hall.  
This includes all those involved with transportation, registration/administration, tutoring, meal services 
and life skills training.  In addition to providing program updates and resources, we will discuss new 
Covid prevention action steps to be observed by RG each Tuesday.  Mt Calvary’s ministry to the 
community is successful because of the many gifts, ideas and experiences generously shared by every 
volunteer over the past four years.  Pastor Pete and I appreciate your support.   
-  Karen Harmon:  (478) 918-3685 or jkyharmon@hotmail.com 
 
 

 

PRAYER CONCERNS 
 

Gilbert Cox, who is having severe pain from extreme stenosis and will be evaluated for surgery. 
Ruth Ann Aden, who is recovering from oral surgery.  

Haley Hudson, Nancy Branscom’s granddaughter, who is battling pancreatic cancer.  
William Quillin, Alyce’s stepson, who is battling cancer.  

Pastor Jesse Kueker, a former Vicar, who donated one of his kidneys to his son. 

Creed Kueker, a former Vicar’s son, who is recovering from kidney transplant surgery.   
 

Keep In Your Prayers 
 

Nathan LeBorious, Deloris Tolhurst (Jan Kirchoff’s mother), Marie Martin (Jimmy’s stepmother), Lonnie 
Walker, Gary Hadley, Barbara Morey, Marie White, Yadira Grube (Danny and Kathy’s daughter-in-law), 

Krag Woodyard (Jan Clark’s son), Joe Hill (Cynthia Nelson’s father), Dolores Hill (Cynthia Nelson’s 

mother),  Janet Hodge (sister of Katherine Eubanks and Richard Uitto), Karen Johnson, Martha Bacon 
(Doug’s mother), Chris Branscom (Nancy’s son), Judy Parrott, and Josh Johnson. 
 

(NOTE:  Those listed under “Keep in your prayers” are removed from the list after eight weeks.  If there is 
someone you would like to keep on the list for another eight weeks, please contact the church office.) 

 

Those Battling Cancer 
 

Crawford Hicks, Jeannie Hawkins, Valerie Nuckels (Craig’s mother), Beth Pharr (Doug Bacon’s 
Sister),Merwin Dieckmann (Mark’s father), Bobby Bacon (Doug’s dad), Donna Burkhardt, Gene Wear 

(Ruth Aden’s brother), Alfred Keyes (Kenn’s father), Tom Guilford (Sylvia’s oldest son), Tian Foss, Matt 
Voskuil (Debi Cole’s son), Jamey Sillence, Joe Hill (Cynthia Nelson’s dad) and Norma Young (Melinda 

Hopf’s aunt).  

 
Those Serving our Country in Dangerous Areas 

 

Christopher Dierking, Jonathan Fetchik and Christian Corbitt, for safety and good health as they serve 

our country in dangerous areas. 
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SERVING US TODAY 

PREACHER:  Pastor Andrew Howe.  LITURGIST: Pastor Peter LeBorious.  ELDERS: Roger Foss (8 
am) and John Van Buskirk (10:45 am).  ACOLYTES: Open (8 am) and Open (Sun 10:45 am).  LAY 

READERS: Darron Counselman (8 am) and Barbara Bauman (10:45 am).  ALTAR GUILD: Valerie 
Counselman, Denise Forehand, Nancy Hoar & Kim Leslie.  GREETERS:  Eric & Dina Gossman (8 am) 

and Nancy Branscom (10:45 am).  SLIDE PREPARER:  Jackie Kaestner.  ORGAN:  Ellen Prohl. 

 
SERVING US NEXT WEEK 

ELDERS: Open (Sat 6 pm), Open (Sun 8 am) and Open (Sun 10:45 am).  ACOLYTES: Open (Sun 8 
am) and Open (Sun 10:45 am).  LAY READERS:  Adam Beecher (Sat 6 pm), Steve Soisson (Sun 8 

am) and Bob Gerstenberger (Sun 10:45 am).  ALTAR GUILD: Valerie Counselman, Denise Forehand, 
Nancy Hoar & Kim Leslie.  GREETERS:  Open (Sun 8 am) and Open (10:45 am). 

 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 
Isaiah 50:4-10 and James 3:1-12 

 
ATTENDANCE LAST WEEK 

Saturday - 46    Early - 72    Late – 77    Total – 196 

 
THIS WEEK AT MOUNT CALVARY 

Today    6:30 pm TAG Night 
Monday  11:00 am  Daytime Callers 

 1:00 pm Women’s Small Group 
   Tuesday   6:30 pm Boards 

       7:00 pm Elders 

  Wednesday   5:30 pm Dinner 
    6:15 pm Christian Education 

      7:00 pm Sanctuary Choir 
Thursday 10:00 am Ladies Bible Study 

   Saturday 10am-2pm HS Ding, Dong, Ditch 

  5:00 pm Adult Bible Study 
       5:00 pm Praise Team Rehearsal 

        Next Sunday   6:30 pm SLDT Meeting 
 
 
 
 


