
TENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST                              AUGUST 17, 2025 
 

“CONNECTING PEOPLE TO JESUS AND TO ONE ANOTHER TO SERVE THE WORLD” 

 

As We Gather 

Each of God’s people has a special life story. The book of Jeremiah contains the messages of a prophet 

whose calling to speak the Word of the Lord brought him great distress and many difficulties. Known 

as the “weeping prophet,” Jeremiah lived out his life faithfully in challenging historical times. Places 

associated with him and his life can still be seen by travelers to Jerusalem, including the cave pit where 

he was imprisoned and the grotto where, according to tradition, he wrote the book of Lamentations. 

God gave Jeremiah the ability to carry out his mission, saying: “Behold, I make you this day a fortified 

city . . . and iron pillar” and promised him: “I am with you . . . to deliver you” (Jeremiah 1:18–19). 

God’s working through faithful people in each generation brings us the treasure of His Word proclaimed 

faithfully to this day. That transmitted sacred Word merits our most careful and thoughtful listening! 

 

Holy Communion 

Holy Communion is being celebrated today.  It is the belief of the Lutheran Church, based on Jesus’ 

own words, that in this Sacrament His body and blood are really present and that forgiveness of sins 

and the assurance of salvation are offered to all who come confessing their sins   and believing in 

Him.  Communion is therefore offered to those who share this confession of faith.  Children who are 

not yet confirmed are invited to come forward with their parents to receive a blessing.  Guests who 

may have questions about Communion at Mt. Calvary are encouraged to talk to Pastor Andrew or 

Pastor Pete. 
 

PRELUDE    

                             

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND GREETING                                                                                                          
 

OPENING HYMN:                       “Come, Thou Almighty King”                          Hymn #905 

 

THE INVOCATION  

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

       Amen. 

 

THE CONFESSION OF SINS AND ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from  all unrighteousness.  

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
 

 (Please kneel) 
 
 

Most merciful God,  
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we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of 
Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 

we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. 

Amen.  
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake God forgives us 

all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power to become the children of God 
and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to 

completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE:                    “Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus”                         Hymn #660 

 
THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you. 

 And also with you. 

Let us pray. Merciful Lord, cleanse and defend Your church by the sacrifice of Christ. United with Him 

in Holy Baptism, give us grace to receive with thanksgiving the fruits of His redeeming work and daily 

follow in His way; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

     (Please be seated)  
 

THE OLD TESTAMENT READING: Jeremiah 23:16–29 (The prophets bring words of warning  
from God.)  
 

     16  Thus says the LORD of hosts: “Do not listen to the words of the prophets who prophesy to you, 

filling you with vain hopes. They speak visions of their own minds, not from the mouth of the LORD. 
17  They say continually to those who despise the word of the LORD, ‘It shall be well with you’; and 

to everyone who stubbornly follows his own heart, they say, ‘No disaster shall come upon you.’”  
     18  For who among them has stood in the council of the LORD to see and to hear his word, or who 
has paid attention to his word and listened?  
     19  Behold, the storm of the LORD! Wrath has gone forth, a whirling tempest; it will burst upon the 
head of the wicked.  
     20  The anger of the LORD will not turn back until he has executed and accomplished the intents of 

his heart. In the latter days you will understand it clearly.  
     21  “I did not send the prophets, yet they ran; I did not speak to them, yet they prophesied.  
     22  But if they had stood in my council, then they would have proclaimed my words to my people, 
and they would have turned them from their evil way, and from the evil of their deeds.  
     23  “Am I a God at hand, declares the LORD, and not a God far away? 24  Can a man hide himself 
in secret places so that I cannot see him? declares the LORD. Do I not fill heaven and earth? 

declares the LORD. 25  I have heard what the prophets have said who prophesy lies in my name, 

saying, ‘I have dreamed, I have dreamed!’  
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26  How long shall there be lies in the heart of the prophets who prophesy lies, and who prophesy 

the deceit of their own heart, 27  who think to make my people forget my name by their dreams that 
they tell one another, even as their fathers forgot my name for Baal? 28  Let the prophet who has a 

dream tell the dream, but let him who has my word speak my word faithfully. What has straw in 
common with wheat? declares the LORD. 29  Is not my word like fire, declares the LORD, and like a 

hammer that breaks the rock in pieces?  

 

This is the Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

THE NEW TESTAMENT READING: Hebrews 11:17–31 (God’s people live by faith.) 
 

      17  By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the 
promises was in the act of offering up his only son, 18  of whom it was said, “Through Isaac shall 

your offspring be named.” 19  He considered that God was able even to raise him from the dead, 
from which, figuratively speaking, he did receive him back. 20  By faith Isaac invoked future blessings 

on Jacob and Esau. 21  By faith Jacob, when dying, blessed each of the sons of Joseph, bowing in 

worship over the head of his staff. 22  By faith Joseph, at the end of his life, made mention of the 
exodus of the Israelites and gave directions concerning his bones.  

      23  By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden for three months by his parents, because they 
saw that the child was beautiful, and they were not afraid of the king’s edict. 24  By faith Moses, 

when he was grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter, 25  choosing rather to be 
mistreated with the people of God than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin. 26  He considered the 

reproach of Christ greater wealth than the treasures of Egypt, for he was looking to the reward. 
27  By faith he left Egypt, not being afraid of the anger of the king, for he endured as seeing him who 
is invisible. 28  By faith he kept the Passover and sprinkled the blood, so that the Destroyer of the 

firstborn might not touch them.  
     29  By faith the people crossed the Red Sea as on dry land, but the Egyptians, when they 

attempted to do the same, were drowned. 30  By faith the walls of Jericho fell down after they had 

been encircled for seven days. 31  By faith Rahab the prostitute did not perish with those who were 
disobedient, because she had given a friendly welcome to the spies.  

 

This is the Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 
THE ALLELUIA VERSE 
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THE HOLY GOSPEL IS ANNOUNCED:   
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twelfth chapter. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
THE HOLY GOSPEL: Luke 12:49–56 (Jesus speaks of His purpose of being on earth.) 
 

      49  “I came to cast fire on the earth, and would that it were already kindled! 50  I have a baptism 

to be baptized with, and how great is my distress until it is accomplished! 51  Do you think that I 
have come to give peace on earth? No, I tell you, but rather division. 52  For from now on in one 

house there will be five divided, three against two and two against three. 53  They will be divided, 
father against son and son against father, mother against daughter and daughter against mother, 

mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.”  
      54  He also said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in the west, you say at once, ‘A 
shower is coming.’ And so it happens. 55  And when you see the south wind blowing, you say, ‘There 

will be scorching heat,’ and it happens. 56  You hypocrites! You know how to interpret the 
appearance of earth and sky, but why do you not know how to interpret the present time?  

 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
       

THE NICENE CREED: 
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things 
visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten son of God, begotten of his Father 
before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, 
being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us 
men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy 
Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under 
Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.  And the third day he rose again according 
to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose 
kingdom will have no end. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and 
glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the 
resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

 
THE CHILDREN’S MESSAGE:                                                                    Vicar Zachary Boeyink  
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THE HYMN OF THE DAY:             “Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me”                           Hymn #761 
 
THE MESSAGE:                                                                                            Pastor Andrew Howe 
 
TIME OF RESPONSE:  Welcome to worship, we are so glad you are here! You are encouraged to fill 
out an Attendance Card (There is a side for both our guests and members to fill out, and If you will 
be coming forward for Holy Communion, please read and sign the “Announcement for Communion” 
portion of the Attendance Card.), place it in the offering plates, which are located at each entrance of 
the Sanctuary.  If you have an offering, your offering may be placed in these plates, preferably before 
Worship begins. This helps our usher gather our offerings to bring forward and return them before 
God. 
 
 
               
 
 
 
 
 
 
ANTHEM:                                      “Ride On King Jesus”                              
 
 THE PRAYERS:  After each petition, the Worship Leader will say, “Lord in Your mercy”, and the 

congregation will respond, “hear our prayer”. 
 

THE ORDER OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 

THE PREFACE 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.   

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, 

holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this day 

overcame death and the grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting 

life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify 

Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
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If you would like to make your offering at Mount 

Calvary electronically, an easy way is to use the 

QR Code on the left to access the Vanco online 

giving option. 



 

 

 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER   

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 

glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 
THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

And also with you. 
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DISTRIBUTION (Today, an Usher will invite your pew to come forward to receive the bread and 
individual cup or common cup. The center cups in each tray are white grape juice for those who cannot 
drink alcohol. You may place your individual cup on the communion rail after you have communed.) 
 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS:                    “My Faith Looks Up to Thee”                   Hymn #702 
                                                   “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”          Hymn #411 
                                                                “Take My Life and Let it Be”                 Hymn #784 
 
THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary 

gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward 

You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

  

THE BENEDICTION 
The Lord bless us and keep us.  The Lord make His face shine on us and be gracious to us.  The Lord 
look upon us with favor and give us peace. 

Amen. 
 

THE CLOSING HYMN:                         “Thy Strong Word”          Hymn #578 (vs 1, 3, 5, 6) 
                                                             
A MOMENT FOR SILENT PRAYER 
 
THE POSTLUDE 
Divine Service, Setting One from Lutheran Service Book. Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are 
from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing 
ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2025 Concordia Publishing House. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Our Altar Flowers this week are provided by Erv & Kathy Robinson in honor of their wedding 
Anniversary (Aug 16) and by Dave & Lois Harter in honor of their wedding anniversary (Aug 19). 
 
Mount Calvary has received donations in memory of Bill Zeuner  from Joyce Hutton and 
Barbara & Carl Mabee. 
 
Mount Calvary has received donations in memory of Jeffrey Harter, Dave’s son,  from Bill & 
Jacque Bohm and Barbara & Carl Mabee. 
 
Mount Calvary has received donations in memory of Martha Ann Carter, Shiela Grube’s 
mother, from Barbara & Carl Mabee, Jim & Barbara Mabee and Danny & Kathy Grube. 
 
September Newsletter Deadline:  Please have all items for the September Newsletter in to the 
office by August 24th. 
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Rebecca’s Garden Volunteer Orientation Meeting: An orientation meeting for all those 
volunteering for the 25/26 Rebecca’s Garden school year will be held on Saturday, August 23, from 
10:00 - 11:30 a.m. in the Mount Calvary Fellowship Hall. Please contact Karen Harmon at  
478-918-3685 with any questions.  
 

College Midweek Bible Study:  We have begun a new group for our college age students.  Currently 
we are meeting in person at the McDonalds on the corner of Lake Joy and Russell Parkway every 
Wednesday at 8:30 pm.  Later this month we will be switching to a Zoom study so that our away 
college students can stay connected. (This class will also be Wednesdays at 8:30 pm.)  Talk to Pastor 
Pete for more details. 
 

Join Us for a Danube River Tour!   You’re invited to join Pastor John and Renee Lehenbauer for 
an unforgettable Danube River tour, September 29 – October 9, 2026. Experience the beauty, history, 
and culture of Europe from the comfort of a river cruise, with inspiring fellowship and daily 
opportunities to reflect on God’s hand in world events.   For more information, please contact Renee 
Lehenbauer at 478-397-5905.  Spots are limited.  Reserve early! 
 

College Midweek Bible Study:  This class will not be meeting this week but will resume on 
Wednesday, August 20th, as we switch to a Zoom study to stay connected with our college students 
who are out of town. (This class will also be Wednesdays at 8:30 pm.)  Talk to Pastor Pete for more 
details. 
 

The Annual Gulf Shores Family Servant Event takes place on October 5-8.   On these dates, we 
do some service projects for Camp Dixie LCMS in Elberta, Alabama in the mornings.  In return, the 
camp allows us to stay for free and have afternoons for free time.  Adults, youth, and children 
accompanied by their parents are welcome. For further information, sign up online at 
tinyurl.com/55ayyaty.  
 

Young Adult Small Group:  Our Young Adults (23+) will kick off the new year with a cook out at 
Pastor Pete and Sonja’s home (413 Erin Way) on Sunday, August 31st, from 5:30-8 pm.  We will 
resume meeting for Bible Study the following week (September 7th) at 8:30. 
 

Youth Weekend:  August 23rd & 24th  
Worship:  Our worship’s readings and message will reflect on God’s work through the gathering 
experience as well as including some music from the National Youth Gathering (Both hymns and 
contemporary) with the youth singing from the balcony. 
Thank-you Dinner (August 24th, 5:30-7:30):  The youth will be hosting a dinner for their sponsors 
and parents this evening.  We will be sharing highlights and stories from the trip as we enjoy a New 
Orleans meal together. 
 

Team Building Retreat – Middle School Youth & Parents:  Our Middle School Youth will 
gathering August 22nd & 23rd for a weekend of faith and fellowship building.  Our Bible Study and 
Worship theme for the weekend is “Walking With God.”  In addition to Bible Studies and Worship we 
will be doing team building activities.  The event goes from 5:00 Friday evening to 5:00 Saturday 
evening.  NEW THIS YEAR!  We are encouraging ALL PARENTS to join us Friday night to get to know 
one another better through Bible Study and team building activities. 
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Partners with Shirley Hills Elementary School: Shirley Hills Elementary School has again 
partnered with RG@MC to provide free after-school tutoring to eligible SH students during the 2025/26 
school years. RG@MC will meet after school on Tuesdays from 3:45 p.m. to 5:45 p.m., beginning 
September 9, 2025, through April 28, 2026. Student transportation from school to Mount Calvary 
is provided by the church van. Mount Calvary provides transportation home in the van for up to 13 
students. Undertaking a church ministry, even as worthwhile and rewarding as RG@MC, is not for the 
faint of heart. Prayerful planning, implementation and ongoing administration require much time, 
effort, commitment, patience, perseverance and especially faith. By the grace of God, each year, 
faithful volunteers from our congregation have served as tutors, mentors, administrators, cooks, 
caregivers, music leaders, van drivers and riders, and helpers. And each year, more volunteers are 
needed. If you would like to volunteer to help or have questions, please contact: Karen Harmon at 
(478) 918-3685 

 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 

The family of Daniel Adams, Daniel’s father, who died on August 4th.  

The family of Joseph Bellinger, Jr., Lois Harter’s son, who died on August 13th.  
Debbie Hardy, who is recovering from skin cancer surgery. 

Barbara Bauman, who is recovering from a fall. 
Allen Hickman, who was hospitalized this past week. 
 

(NOTE:  Those listed under “Keep in your prayers” are removed from the list after eight weeks.  If there is 
someone you would like to keep on the list for another eight weeks, please contact the church office.) 

 
Keep In Your Prayers 

 

Bob Yeager, Gerry Mabee (Carl’s brother), Don Parrott, Dave Nielsen, Cynthia Trichinotis, Sue Glaser, 
Beverly Bachmeier (Katherine Eubanks and Richard Uitto’s sister), Eugene O’Neal, Jean Clark (Judy 
Parrott’s sister), Marie White, Karen Harmon and Ned Watson. 

 

Those Battling Cancer 
 

Dawna Dugan (Dina Gossman’s sister), Bob Yeager, Marie White, Chris Mabee, Michael Deskin (Walt 
& Cheryl Stafford’s son-in-law), Andy Doute (Elizabeth and Lonny Walker’s son-in-law), Diane Adair 
(Joan Smith’s sister), Lori Stadler (Joan Smith’s niece), Jeff Grube, John Hanrahan (Mark Dieckmann’s 
brother-in-law), Judy Nicholas (Michelle Crawford’s mother), Jenny Tillery (Ed and Kim Rekau’s 
daughter), Walt Stafford, Erika Swaim (Marcia Brighton’s mother), Scott Ramsey (Amanda McVay’s 
uncle), Allison Brewer (Jan and Steve Kirchoff’s daughter), Marcia Copeland (Maggie Monahan’s sister), 
Jenny Hursey (Fred & Nancy’s daughter-in-law), Wilson Baughman, Tom Guilford (Sylvia’s oldest son), 
Matt Voskuil (Debi Cole’s son), Jamey Sillence and Norma Young (Melinda Hopf’s aunt). 
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SERVING US TODAY 

 
PREACHER: Pastor Andrew Howe.  LITURGIST: Vicar Zachary Boeyink. ELDERS: Eric Gossman (8 

am) and Walt Seefeld (10:45 am).  ACOLYTES: Charlie Fischer (8 am) and Emma Beecher (10:45 
am). LAY READERS: Darron Counselman (8 am) and John Hunter (10:45 am).  ALTAR GUILD:  Liz 

Hunter, Barbara Locke & Linna Nielsen.  GREETERS:  Alyce Quillin (8 am) and Paula Babcock  (10:45 

am). 
 

SERVING US NEXT WEEK 
 

ELDERS: Rob Crawford (Sat 6 pm), Don Barnes (Sun 8 am) and Walt Seefeld (Sun 10:45 am).  
ACOLYTES: Andrew Fischer (Sun 8 am) and Izzy Davis (Sun 10:45 am).  LAY READERS: Rhoda 

Reilly (Sat 6 pm), Darron Counselman (Sun 8 am) and Chuck Mollenkopf (Sun 10:45 am).  ALTAR 
GUILD: Valerie Counselman, Denise Forehand, Nancy Hoar & Kim Leslie.  GREETERS:  Eric & Dina 

Gossman (Sun 8 am) and Don Netzinger (10:45 am). 
 

Last Week’s Attendance 

   Saturday – 32   Early – 76   Late – 119   Total – 227 
 

THIS WEEK AT MOUNT CALVARY 
Today    6:30 pm TAG Night  

Monday    6:00 pm GriefShare Support Group 
Wednesday   5:30 pm Dinner 

    6:15 pm Christian Education 
    8:30 pm College Bible Study 

Thursday 10:00 am Ladies Bible Study 

  11:00 am Senior Fellowship 
       6:00 pm Praise Team Rehearsal 

Saturday   5:00 pm Adult Bible Study 
             Next Sunday   6:30 pm SLDT Meeting 

 


