
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT                                                                          MARCH 19, 2023 
 

“CONNECTING PEOPLE TO JESUS AND TO ONE ANOTHER TO SERVE THE WORLD” 
 

As We Gather 
 

Welcome to our Amazing Grace series for Lent. In this service, we witness Jesus bringing sight to a 
man born blind, giving the man the added spiritual vision to see the amazing grace of God found in 
Jesus, who heals us all. We were blind but now we see. Today’s Order of Service is adapted from 
Divine Service Setting III (Hymnal pg. 185-202). You are welcome to use the burgundy hymnal, 
located in the pew rack, to follow along our service. 
 

Holy Communion 
 

Holy Communion is being celebrated today.  It is the belief of the Lutheran Church, based on Jesus’ 
own words, that in this Sacrament His body and blood are really present and that forgiveness of sins 
and the assurance of salvation are offered to all who come confessing their sins   and believing in 
Him.  Communion is therefore offered to those who share this confession of faith.  Children who are 
not yet confirmed are invited to come forward with their parents to receive a blessing.  Guests who 
may have questions about Communion at Mt. Calvary are encouraged to talk to Pastor Andrew or 
Pastor Pete.  

 

PRELUDE    
                             
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND GREETING                                                                                                          
 

OPENING HYMN:           “Jesus, Refuge of the Weary”                                    Hymn #423 
 
THE INVOCATION 
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 

BAPTISM (8:00 service)    Margot Jane Sulik  
 

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, 
beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
      who made heaven and earth. 
I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
      and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

(Please Kneel for a time of Confession) 
 

THE CONFESSION OF SINS AND ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
O almighty God, merciful Father, 
      I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I 
have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal             punishment. 
But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your 
boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your 
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.  
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Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, 

announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus 
Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.      

      Amen. 
 

THE KYRIE 
 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 
THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Almighty God, we pray that by Your Spirit You would grant us the clear sight of faith to see the 

wonders of Your love and power in our lives. Through Jesus’ redeeming death, we have forgiveness 
and eternal life. As the blind man told others about the miracle that had been accomplished in his life, 

help us to witness boldly to Your amazing grace and tell others of the hope and peace that can be 
theirs through faith in Jesus. As the man who was healed worshiped Jesus, we too worship Jesus as 

our Messiah and Lord. Hear our prayer and accept our praise in His holy name.  

      Amen. 
                                                          (Please be seated.) 
 

THE OLD TESTAMENT READING:  Isaiah 35:1-10 (The Ransomed Shall Return) 
 

      1  The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; the desert shall rejoice and blossom like the 

crocus; 2  it shall blossom abundantly and rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of Lebanon shall be 
given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory of the LORD, the majesty of 

our God.  
      3  Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. 4  Say to those who have an 
anxious heart, “Be strong; fear not! Behold, your God will come with vengeance, with the 

recompense of God. He will come and save you.”  
      5  Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 6  then shall 

the lame man leap like a deer, and the tongue of the mute sing for joy. For waters break forth in the 

wilderness, and streams in the desert; 7  the burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty 
ground springs of water; in the haunt of jackals, where they lie down, the grass shall become reeds 

and rushes.  
      8  And a highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Way of Holiness; the unclean shall not 

pass over it. It shall belong to those who walk on the way; even if they are fools, they shall not go 
astray. 9  No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be found 

there, but the redeemed shall walk there. 10  And the ransomed of the LORD shall return and come 

to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain gladness and joy, 
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.  

 
This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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THE ANTHEM:                              “Nothing But the Blood”                               Sanctuary Choir 
 
THE EPISTLE READING: 2 Corinthians 5:1-10 (Our Heavenly Dwelling) 
 

      1  For we know that if the tent that is our earthly home is destroyed, we have a building from 
God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 2  For in this tent we groan, longing to 
put on our heavenly dwelling, 3  if indeed by putting it on we may not be found naked. 4  For while 
we are still in this tent, we groan, being burdened—not that we would be unclothed, but that we 
would be further clothed, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life. 5  He who has 
prepared us for this very thing is God, who has given us the Spirit as a guarantee.  
      6  So we are always of good courage. We know that while we are at home in the body we are 
away from the Lord, 7  for we walk by faith, not by sight. 8  Yes, we are of good courage, and we 
would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord. 9  So whether we are at home or 
away, we make it our aim to please him. 10  For we must all appear before the judgment seat of 
Christ, so that each one may receive what is due for what he has done in the body, whether good or 
evil.  
 
This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
                  
THE HOLY GOSPEL IS ANNOUNCED:   
The Holy Gospel according to St. John the ninth chapter 
      Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
 
THE HOLY GOSPEL: John 9:1-7; 24-38 (Jesus Heals a Blind Man) 
 

      1  As he passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. 2  And his disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who 
sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3  Jesus answered, “It was not that this 
man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God might be displayed in him. 4  We must work 
the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming, when no one can work. 5  As long as I 
am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 6  Having said these things, he spit on the ground and 
made mud with the saliva. Then he anointed the man’s eyes with the mud 7  and said to him, “Go, 
wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). So he went and washed and came back seeing.  
      24  So for the second time they called the man who had been blind and said to him, “Give glory to 
God. We know that this man is a sinner.” 25  He answered, “Whether he is a sinner I do not know. 
One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” 26  They said to him, “What did he do to 
you? How did he open your eyes?” 27  He answered them, “I have told you already, and you would 
not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” 28  And 
they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 29  We know that God 
has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” 30  The man 
answered, “Why, this is an amazing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he 
opened my eyes. 31  We know that God does not listen to sinners, but if anyone is a worshiper of 
God and does his will, God listens to him. 32  Never since the world began has it been heard that 
anyone opened the eyes of a man born blind. 33  If this man were not from God, he could do 
nothing.” 34  They answered him, “You were born in utter sin, and would you teach us?” And they 
cast him out.  
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      35  Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him he said, “Do you believe in the 

Son of Man?” 36  He answered, “And who is he, sir, that I may believe in him?” 37  Jesus said to him, 

“You have seen him, and it is he who is speaking to you.” 38  He said, “Lord, I believe,” and he 

worshiped him. 39  Jesus said, “For judgment I came into this world, that those who do not see may 

see, and those who see may become blind.”  

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to Thee, O Lord. 

 

THE NICENE CREED: 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things 

visible and invisible. 

 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten son of God, begotten of his Father 

before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, 

being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us 

men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy 

Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under 

Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.  And the third day he rose again according 

to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.  

And he will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose 

kingdom will have no end. 

 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and 

glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 

Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the 

resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

 

THE CHILDREN’S MESSAGE:                                                                     Pastor Pete LeBorious 

 

THE HYMN OF THE DAY:        “Your Hand, O Lord, in Days of Old”                      Hymn #846 

                                                     

THE MESSAGE:                                                                                              Pastor Andrew Howe 

 

TIME OF RESPONSE:  Welcome to worship, we are so glad you are here! You are encouraged to fill 
out an Attendance Card (There is a side for both our guests and members to fill out, and If you will 
be coming forward for Holy Communion, please read and sign the “Announcement for Communion” 
portion of the Attendance Card.), place it in the offering plates, which are located at each entrance of 
the Sanctuary.  If you have an offering, your offering may be placed in these plates, preferably before 
Worship begins. This helps our usher gather our offerings to bring forward and return them before 
God. 
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SONG OF RESPONSE:                           “Create in Me”                         
 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen. 

                                                                                                                              
THE PRAYERS:  After each petition, the Worship Leader will say, “Gracious Lord”, and the 

congregation will respond, “Have mercy on us and hear our prayer”. 
 
THE ORDER OF HOLY COMMUNION 

 

THE PREFACE 

The Lord be with you. 

      And with thy spirit. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up unto the Lord. 

Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

      It is meet and right so to do. 
It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, 

holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who overcame the assaults 

of the devil and gave His life as a ransom for many that with cleansed hearts we might be prepared 
joyfully to celebrate the paschal feast in sincerity and truth. Therefore with angels and archangels and 

with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 
singing: 
 

 

THE SANCTUS 
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If you would like to make your offering at Mount 

Calvary electronically, an easy way is to use the 

QR Code on the left to access the Vanco online 

giving option. 



 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER   

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 

glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 
THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
Amen. 

 

THE AGNUS DEI 
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DISTRIBUTION (An Usher will invite your pew to come forward to receive the bread and individual 
cup or common cup. The center cups in each tray are white grape juice for those who cannot drink 
alcohol) 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS    
                                               “My Song Is Love Unknown”                                 Hymn #430 

                                       “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”                          Hymn #425 
 

THE NUNC DIMITTIS 
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THE PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 
      and His mercy endureth forever. 

Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary 
gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith 

toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
      Amen 

 
THE BENEDICTION 
Bless we the Lord 
      Thanks be to God 
The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.  The 
Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

Amen. 
 

THE CLOSING HYMN:      “The Gospel Shows the Father’s Grace”      Hymn #580 (vs 1-4)  
 
A MOMENT FOR SILENT PRAYER 
 

THE POSTLUDE 
 
All scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2009 by International Bible Society.  
Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Our Altar Flowers are provided this week by Steve & Jan Kirchoff, in honor of their 52nd 

wedding anniversary. 

 

Mount Calvary has received donations in memory of Dave Gossman, Eric’s father, from Don 

& Monelle Netzinger, Tammy & Eric Jenkins, Bill & Jacque Bohm, Don & Judy Parrott, Doug & Deb 

Fingles, John & Liz Hunter and Nancy Branscom. 

 

Mount Calvary has received donations in memory of Ron Howe, Pastor Howe’s grandfather, 

from Maggie Monahan, Vivian Stilley, Doug & Deb Fingles, John & Liz Hunter and Nancy Branscom. 

 
Mount Calvary has received a donation in memory of Irving Peterson from Doug & Deb 

Fingles. 
 

Red Cross Blood Drive:  MCLC hosts a blood drive this month on Thursday, March 23, from 2 to 7 
pm in the Fellowship Hall.  Reservations can be made at redcrossblood.org (enter zip code 31088 and 

scroll to Mount Calvary) or contact Bruce Bauman.  The March Newsletter has additional information.  

The Red Cross goal is 24 units of blood.  One unit of blood can be used to help save 3 lives!  Let family 
and friends know of this opportunity.  
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Director of Parish Music Call Committee: We are in the process of selecting members of Mount 
Calvary to be appointed to serve on this committee which will do research and planning and make 
recommendations to Council and the congregation for filling this open staff position. All formal 
recommendations concerning a potential call will be brought to the Voters Assembly per our church 
constitution. We are looking for members interested in serving on this committee from a cross section 
of the congregation. You do not have to be currently involved in any of the music groups to serve, but 
we will be including some members currently involved in the music ministry. If you are a member age 
18 or over and are interested, please contact Congregation President Rob Crawford or Pastor Andrew 
or Pastor Pete. We hope to have this committee formed in the next few weeks. 
 

April Newsletter Deadline: Please have all items for the April Newsletter to the office by March 
26th. 
 

If you have extra glasses (men’s only) laying around the house that you don’t use, please give 
them to John Harmon to pass on to the Dooly State Prison.  -  Thanks, John 
 

All Mount Calvary ladies have been invited to the LWML Spring Rally.  Christ Lutheran Church 
in Perry will be hosting it on Saturday April 22. Start time is 9 am. Details are on the invitation that 
has been placed at the Narthex information center. Please add your name to the list if you plan  to 
attend. They are requesting eyeglasses, sunglasses and reading glasses for their ingathering so please 
save any you have or purchase. Contact Maggie Monahan for any questions.   
 

Nursery Attendant Position Open:  We are looking for an additional attendant to help with our 
Nursery Ministry.  Hours Sundays from 7:45-Noon with some Wednesday nights, and special 
events.  Applicants must be at least 18 years of age.  While we currently have two attendants, we 
would like another so they do not have to work every Sunday.  See Pastor Pete for more information 
or to apply. 
 

Ladies’ Tea Party:  This Sunday, March 19th, is our Ladies’ Spring Tea Party.  All ladies of Mount 
Calvary are invited to join us in the Fellowship Hall from Noon-1:30 for Tea.  There is no charge for 
this event, it is sponsored by the Student Leadership Development Team. 
 

High School Outreach Party:  High School Outreach Parties are a great place for our youth to bring 
their friends and introduce them to the Good News of Jesus Christ.  While guests are free, the cost 
for TAG youth is $5/person (to covers snacks, pizza, and drinks). 
 

Handbell Ministry - I would like to invite all members of our handbell ministry and all others 
interested in this ministry to a meeting on Monday, March 27th at 7:00 pm in the Sanctuary. We will 
talk about the leadership vacancy. - Pastor Andrew 
 
Board and Council Meetings for April - Since Holy Week is the first full week of April, all Board 
and Council meetings will be pushed back one week from the normal schedule. Board Meetings will 
take place on Tuesday, April 11th Council will take place on Tuesday, April 18th.   
 
Come and Bowl With Us!  April bowling will be moved to April 16th (the 3rd weekend) since Easter 
falls on the 2nd weekend.  Bowling begins at 3 pm, so arrive by 2:45 pm so we can get lanes, etc.  
RSVP to Tian Foss. 
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PRAYER CONCERNS 
Susan Wallace, former member and Karen Harmon’s sister, who is hospitalized and undergoing 
testing for a possible stroke. 
Dave Nielsen, who is recovering from neck surgery. 
Annamarie VonDebschitz, who was hospitalized last week. 
Amenia Hubbard, Rhoda Reilly’s niece, who has a mass on her kidneys and is waiting for the test 
results. 
Erika Swaim, Marcia Brighton’s mother, who is recovering from a procedure that removed a 
cancerous tumor. 
Oliver Schwartzentraub, Marcia Brighton’s great-nephew, who is recovering from bronchiolitis. 
Rob Crawford, who is recovering from knee surgery. 
Ed Rekau, who is undergoing tests for heart issues. 
Darryl Mastenbrook, who is recovering from knee surgery. 
Champ Aldredge, who is waiting to see an oncologist for treatment.  
 

Keep In Your Prayers 
 

Hope Brown (Fred Tamer’s mother-in-law), Chuck Mollenkopf, Marjorie Hogan, Bill Krumwiede (Diane 
Doyle’s brother), Annamarie VonDebschitz, Nathan LeBorious, Linda Phillips, Ruth Brighton (Marcia’s 
mother-in-law), Mimi Jones (Debbie Hardy’s mother), Debbie Hardy, Pastor Lee Hopf and Sue Glaser. 
 
(NOTE:  Those listed under “Keep in your prayers” are removed from the list after eight weeks.  If there is 
someone you would like to keep on the list for another eight weeks, please contact the church office.) 

 
Those Battling Cancer 

 

Kelly White (Amanda Okeson’s aunt), John Lange, Beverly Kite (Monelle Netzinger’s niece), Lloyd 
Rauch, Larry Jordan (Holly Hartley’s father), Joseph Paoletta (Cynthia Trichinotis’s ex-husband), Perry 
Shearouse (Carolyn Burnam’s son-in-law), Betty Bohm (Bill’s sister), Allison Brewer (Jan and Steve 
Kirchhoff’s daughter), Marcia Copeland (Maggie Monahan’s sister), Tammy Buchli (Doe’s mother), 
Mark Lawson, Jenny Hursey (Fred & Nancy’s daughter-in-law), Wilson Baughman, Merwin Dieckmann 
(Mark’s father), Tom Guilford (Sylvia’s oldest son), Matt Voskuil (Debi Cole’s son), Jamey Sillence, Joe 
Hill (Cynthia Nelson’s dad) and Norma Young (Melinda Hopf’s aunt). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SERVING US TODAY 
 

PREACHER:  Pastor Andrew Howe.  LITURGIST:  Vicar Conner Forbes. ELDERS:  Don Barnes (8 
am) and Walt Seefeld (10:45 am).    ACOLYTES:  Gunner Lockerman (8 am) and Emma Beecher 
(10:45 am). LAY READERS:  Deb Fingles (8 am) and Mary Ellen Gragg (10:45 am).  USHERS:  Early 
– Doug Fingles and Eric Gossman. Late – Bob Day, Don Netzinger, Adam Beecher & Steve Hetes.  
ALTAR GUILD: Linda Busha, Deb Fingles, Lexie Hadley & Pat Sperry. GREETERS:  Eric & Dina 
Gossman (8 am) and Dave & Ruthie Radcliff (10:45 am).  SLIDE PREPARER: Roger Moeller.  
ORGAN:  Ruth Lange. 
 

SERVING US NEXT WEEK 
 

ELDERS: John Harmon (Wed 7 pm), Jimmy Martin (Sat 6 pm), Roger Foss (Sun 8 am) and John 
Harmon (Sun 10:45 am).  ACOLYTES: Tessa Gossman (Sun 8 am) and Ryan Sillence (Sun 10:45 am).  
LAY READERS: Bruce Bauman (Wed), Linna Nielsen (Sat 6 pm), Eric Gossman (Sun 8 am) and 
Barbara Mabee (Sun 10:45 am).  ALTAR GUILD: Linda Busha, Deb Fingles, Lexie Hadley & Pat 
Sperry.  GREETERS:  Gary & Lexie Hadley (Sun 8 am) and Roger & Gina Peterson (Sun 10:45 am). 
 

ATTENDANCE LAST WEEK 
   Saturday – 55   Early – 43   Late – 892   Total – 187 

Wednesday Lent Worship - 92 
 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 

Ezekiel 37:1-14 and Romans 8:1-11 
 

THIS WEEK AT MOUNT CALVARY 
           Today    12 – 2 pm Ladies Tea Party 

       6:30 pm HS TAG Night 
       8:00 pm  Young Adult Bible Class 

   Monday     1:00 pm Women’s Small Group 

   Tuesday   4:30 pm RG@MC Tutoring 
   Wednesday   9:30 am Stitch N Chat 

  6:00 pm Dinner 
  7:00 pm Midweek Lenten Worship 

       7:45 pm Sanctuary Choir 

   Thursday 10:00 am Ladies Bible Study 
   Friday   6 – 9 pm HS Outreach Party 

   Saturday   5:00 pm Praise Team Rehearsal 
        Next Sunday   6:60 pm SLDT Meeting 

       8:00 pm  Young Adult Bible Class 
 
 


