
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT                                                                            MARCH 12, 2023 
 

“CONNECTING PEOPLE TO JESUS AND TO ONE ANOTHER TO SERVE THE WORLD” 
 

                                                         As We Gather 
In honor of the 250th anniversary of the writing of “Amazing Grace,” this worship series for Lent by 
theologian Michael Hoy ties the words of the beloved song to our lives today as Christ’s disciples. 
Those in the Bible who experienced the amazing grace of God help us each week to realize that though 
we once were lost in sin, we now have been found by Jesus, and though we once were blind to God’s 
mercy, we now can see His love at work in us through our Savior’s death and resurrection. In worship 
today, we will hear Jesus tell of the great love of a father who lavished amazing grace upon the 
Prodigal Son, a picture of our Heavenly Father’s lavish compassion toward us through His Son Jesus. 
We were lost but now are found. 
 

PRELUDE    
                                                         

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND GREETING                                                                                                          
 

OPENING HYMN:         “Jesus Sinners Doth Receive”                  Hymn #609 (vs. 1-4) 
 

THE INVOCATION AND CALL TO WORSHIP (Psalm 6:1-9) 
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
O Lord, rebuke me not in your anger, nor discipline me in your wrath.  

Be gracious to me, O Lord, for I am languishing; heal me, O Lord, for my bones are 
troubled. 

My soul also is greatly troubled. But you, O Lord—how long? 
Turn, O Lord, deliver my life; save me for the sake of your steadfast love. 

For in death there is no remembrance of you; in Sheol who will give you praise? 
I am weary with my moaning; every night I flood my bed with tears; I drench my 
couch with my weeping. My eye wastes away because of grief; it grows weak because 
of all my foes. 

Depart from me, all you workers of evil, for the Lord has heard the sound of my weeping. 
The Lord has heard my plea; the Lord accepts my prayer.  

 

THE CONFESSION OF SINS AND ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
A son received a generous inheritance, but wasted it all in sinful living. He acknowledged his sin and 
returned in humble repentance, seeking his father’s mercy. Our gracious heavenly Father has given 
us so much, but we too have misused His gifts and wasted what we have received. Humbly 
repenting of our sins, we ask His forgiveness. 

 

(Please kneel for a time of confession) 
 

Heavenly Father, we confess that we are not always thankful for the gifts we have 
received, the gifts of family, home, work and friends. Daily we choose to follow paths 
that may lead us away from You, the pathways of our own desires. We turn away from 
Your will and Your Word. Have mercy on us and forgive us for the sake of Jesus, who 
took up the path of the cross for us. 
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The father welcomed his wayward son and celebrated his return, saying, “My son was dead, and is 

alive again; he was lost, and is found.” God our Heavenly Father has had mercy on us, showering us 
with His grace through Jesus, who suffered the penalty of death for our sins. I announce to you that 

your sins are forgiven in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
      Amen. 

 

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
Heavenly Father, in Jesus’ parable, the father showed grace to his lost son, welcoming his son home 

even though he did not deserve such a welcome. You showed your grace to us when we were lost 
and dead in sin. You sent Your only Son to seek and to save the lost. You are our Father and, in 

Christ, You welcome us back to Yourself, forgiving our sins for Jesus’ sake. So many people are still 

lost in the darkness of sin. Empower us with Your  Spirit to share with them the good news that 
Jesus died to save them and that You are eagerly waiting to welcome them home. Hear our prayer 

in Jesus’ name. 
      Amen. 

 

(Please be seated)   
 

THE OLD TESTAMENT READING: Joel 2:12-19 (Return to the Lord) 
 

      12  “Yet even now,” declares the LORD, “return to me with all your heart, with fasting, with 
weeping, and with mourning; 13  and rend your hearts and not your garments.” Return to the LORD 

your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love; and he 
relents over disaster. 14  Who knows whether he will not turn and relent, and leave a blessing behind 

him, a grain offering and a drink offering for the LORD your God? 15  Blow the trumpet in Zion; 
consecrate a fast; call a solemn assembly; 16  gather the people. Consecrate the congregation; 

assemble the elders; gather the children, even nursing infants. Let the bridegroom leave his room, 

and the bride her chamber. 17  Between the vestibule and the altar let the priests, the ministers of 
the LORD, weep and say, “Spare your people, O LORD, and make not your heritage a reproach, a 

byword among the nations. Why should they say among the peoples, ‘Where is their God?’” 18  Then 
the LORD became jealous for his land and had pity on his people. 19  The LORD answered and said 

to his people, “Behold, I am sending to you grain, wine, and oil, and you will be satisfied; and I will 

no more make you a reproach among the nations.  
 

This is the Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

   
THE EPISTLE READING: Ephesians 2:1-10 (By Grace through Faith) 
 

      1  And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2  in which you once walked, following the course 

of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons 
of disobedience— 3  among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the 

desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind.  
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4  But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, 5  even when we 

were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved— 
6  and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7  so that 

in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in 
Christ Jesus. 8  For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is 

the gift of God, 9  not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 10  For we are his workmanship, 

created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in 
them.  

 
This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL IS ANNOUNCED:   
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the fifteenth chapter 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

THE HOLY GOSPEL: Luke 15:11-32 (The Parable of the Prodigal Son) 

 

      11  And he said, “There was a man who had two sons. 12  And the younger of them said to his 
father, ‘Father, give me the share of property that is coming to me.’ And he divided his property 
between them. 13  Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he had and took a journey into 
a far country, and there he squandered his property in reckless living. 14  And when he had spent 
everything, a severe famine arose in that country, and he began to be in need. 15  So he went and 
hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields to feed pigs. 
16  And he was longing to be fed with the pods that the pigs ate, and no one gave him anything.  
      17  “But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have more 
than enough bread, but I perish here with hunger! 18  I will arise and go to my father, and I will say 
to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. 19  I am no longer worthy to be called 
your son. Treat me as one of your hired servants.”’ 20  And he arose and came to his father. But 
while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and felt compassion, and ran and embraced him 
and kissed him. 21  And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. I 
am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 22  But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring quickly the 
best robe, and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet. 23  And bring the 
fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate. 24  For this my son was dead, and is alive again; 
he was lost, and is found.’ And they began to celebrate.  
      25  “Now his older son was in the field, and as he came and drew near to the house, he heard 
music and dancing. 26  And he called one of the servants and asked what these things meant. 27  And 
he said to him, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fattened calf, because he has 
received him back safe and sound.’ 28  But he was angry and refused to go in. His father came out 
and entreated him, 29  but he answered his father, ‘Look, these many years I have served you, and I 
never disobeyed your command, yet you never gave me a young goat, that I might celebrate with 
my friends.  
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30  But when this son of yours came, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the 
fattened calf for him!’ 31  And he said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is 
yours. 32  It was fitting to celebrate and be glad, for this your brother was dead, and is alive; he was 
lost, and is found.’”  
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 
 
 

 
 

 

THE APOSTLES CREED   

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 

of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. 
He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into 

heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will 

come to judge the living and the dead.  
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

THE CHILDREN’S MESSAGE:                                                                         Vicar Conner Forbes 
   

THE HYMN OF THE DAY:                    “Amazing Grace”                                Hymn #744 
 

THE MESSAGE:                                                                                             Vicar Conner Forbes 

 

TIME OF RESPONSE:  Welcome to worship, we are so glad you are here! You are encouraged to fill 
out an Attendance Card (There is a side for both our guests and members to fill out), and place it in 
the offering plates, which are located at each entrance of the Sanctuary.  If you have an offering, your 
offering may be placed in these plates, preferably before Worship begins. This helps our usher gather 
our offerings to bring forward and return them before God. 
 

 
               
 
 
 

 
 

 

SONG OF RESPONSE              “May God Bestow on Us His Grace”        Hymn #823       
 
THE PRAYERS:  After each petition, the Worship Leader will say, “Gracious Lord”, and the 

congregation will respond, “Have mercy on us and hear our prayer”. 
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Almighty God, we give You thanks and praise for Your amazing grace in our lives. We were lost in sin 

and now have been found. We were dead in sin and now we are alive in Christ! Heavenly Father, 

through Christ You have welcomed us home and will one day welcome us into Your eternal presence. 

Gracious Lord,  

Have mercy on us and hear our prayer.  

Almighty God, You have redeemed us in Christ. We pray that You would lead us by Your Spirit to be 

faithful in the study of Your holy Word. Keep us on the path of righteousness so that we carry out the 

good works that You have prepared for us. Gracious Lord,  

Have mercy on us and hear our prayer.  

Almighty God, we pray for those who are suffering with illness and loss and for those who are 

struggling in matters of faith because they feel lost and alone, especially. . . . Help us to serve them 

in love and bring them the comfort of the promises of Your Word. Gracious Lord,  

Have mercy on us and hear our prayer.  

Almighty God, so many people are lost and suffering in poverty, hunger and need. Lead us to 

opportunities to help them with their earthly needs and bring to them the eternal hope that is found 

only in Jesus. Gracious Lord,  

Have mercy on us and hear our prayer.  

Almighty God, empower us with Your Spirit to be bold witnesses to those who are still lost in the 

darkness of sin. Help us to share with them the good news of Jesus’ death and resurrection. We pray, 

too, that our words of witness will be supported with our acts of love and service. We want others to 

know that You are the heavenly Father who waits to welcome them home. Gracious Lord, 

 Have mercy on us and hear us our prayer. Amen. 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER   

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 
THE BENEDICTION 
The Lord bless You and keep You.  The Lord make His face shine on You and be gracious to You.  The 
Lord look upon You with favor and give You peace. 

Amen. 
 

THE CLOSING HYMN:              “Jesus Sinners Doth Receive”             Hymn #609 (vs. 5-7) 
                                           
A MOMENT FOR SILENT PRAYER 
 

THE POSTLUDE 
 
All scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2009 by International 
Bible Society.  Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia 
Publishing House 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Our Altar Flowers are provided this week by Barbara & Carl Mabee, in honor of their son 

Scott’s birthday. 

 

Mount Calvary has received donations in memory of Richard Poll, Vivian’s brother, from Rob 

& Michelle Crawford, Betty Cummings, Arlene Todd, Jim & Barbara Morey, Carl & Barbara Mabee and 

Dianne Damron. 

 

Mount Calvary has received donations in memory of Gilbert Cox, Debi’s husband, from Betty 

Cummings, Carl & Barbara Mabee and Jim & Barbara Morey. 

 

Mount Calvary has received a donation in memory of Dave Gossman, Eric’s father, from Jan 

& Steve Kirchoff and Eileen Mittuch. 

 

Mount Calvary has received donations in memory of Ryan Quillin, Alyce’s grandson, from Jim 

& Barbara Morey and Carl & Barbara Morey. 

 

Mount Calvary has received a donation in memory of Jan Clark from Joan Smith. 

 

Name Tag Changes:  After March 12th the current name tag holders will be removed. If you would 

like to keep your clip-on name tag, please take it from the name tag rack in the hallway.  These and 

the new magnetic name tags can easily be stored in your church mailbox in the entryway.  If you have 

other thoughts, please do not hesitate to let me or anyone on the board of Assimilation know your 

thoughts.  If you have requested a magnetic name tag on the information desk list, it will be placed 

in your church mailbox as soon as it is created. 

 

Director of Parish Music Call Committee: We are in the process of selecting members of Mount 

Calvary to be appointed to serve on this committee which will do research and planning and make 

recommendations to Council and the congregation for filling this open staff position. All formal 

recommendations concerning a potential call will be brought to the Voters Assembly per our church 

constitution. We are looking for members interested in serving on this committee from a cross section 

of the congregation. You do not have to be currently involved in any of the music groups to serve, but 

we will be including some members currently involved in the music ministry. If you are a member age 

18 or over and are interested, please contact Congregation President Rob Crawford or Pastor Andrew 

or Pastor Pete. We hope to have this committee formed in the next few weeks. 

 

Cornhole Tournament:  The Board of Fellowship will be sponsoring a cornhole tournament at the 

Counselman’s house March 18th.  Food will be provided, but you may bring a snack food if you like.  

Please sign up at the Information Desk.  Please arrive by 9:30 so we can start by 10:00.  The address 

is 301 Ellicott Drive, Warner Robins.  Bring your boards if you have them.  Bring your friendly fellowship 

heart.  Call Darron Counselman (478-542-4591) if you have any questions.  Rain will cancel the event. 
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Red Cross Blood Drive:  MCLC hosts a blood drive this month on Thursday, March 23, from 2 to 7 

pm in the Fellowship Hall.  Reservations can be made at redcrossblood.org (enter zip code 31088 and 
scroll to Mount Calvary) or contact Bruce Bauman.  Every 2 seconds someone in the U.S. needs blood.  

Diabetes and most medications (including high blood pressure) do not disqualify you as a blood donor.  
The March Newsletter has additional information.  
 

If you have extra glasses (men’s only) laying around the house that you don’t use, please give 

them to John Harmon to pass on to the Dooly State Prison.  -  Thanks, John 

 
Ladies’ Tea Party:  We are only one week away from our Ladies’ Spring Tea Party.  Next Sunday, 

March 19th, from Noon - 1:30 in the Fellowship Hall all ladies of Mount Calvary are invited to Tea.  
Please sign up at the information desk so the youth can plan accordingly.  There is no charge for this 

event, it is sponsored by the Student Leadership Development Team. 

 
Mount Calvary has received donations in memory of Ron Howe, Pastor Howe’s grandfather, 

from Rob & Michelle Crawford, Jimmy & Ginger Martin, Arlene Todd, Don & Judy Parrott, Joan Smith, 
Jim & Barbara Morey, Carl & Barbara Mabee, Betty Cummings and Dianne Damron. 
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PRAYER CONCERNS 
The Family of Alan Wells, Edna Hick’s nephew, who died on February 27th. 
The Family of Dave Gossman, Eric’s father, who died last week. 
Ed Rekau, who is undergoing tests for heart issues. 
Darryl Mastenbrook, who is recovering from knee surgery. 
Champ Aldredge, who is waiting to see an oncologist for treatment.  
 
 

Servants in Christ’s Church 
Pastor Tim Barber, our 20th Vicar, who serves at Epiphany Lutheran in Tallahassee, FL. 
Jenny Wachter, who teaches at St. Paul Lutheran in Peachtree City, GA. 
Jessica Shea, who teaches at Faith Lutheran in Marietta, GA. 
Jon Wareham, who teaches at Faith Lutheran in Marietta, GA. 
Joy Schubert, who is the DCE at Living Hope Lutheran in Kennesaw, GA. 
 

Keep In Your Prayers 
 

Hope Brown (Fred Tamer’s mother-in-law), Chuck Mollenkopf, Marjorie Hogan, Bill Krumwiede (Diane 
Doyle’s brother), Annamarie VonDebschitz, Nathan LeBorious, Linda Phillips, Erika Swaim (Marcia 
Brighton’s mother), Ruth Brighton (Marcia’s mother-in-law), Mimi Jones (Debbie Hardy’s mother), 
Debbie Hardy, Pastor Lee Hopf and Sue Glaser. 
 
(NOTE:  Those listed under “Keep in your prayers” are removed from the list after eight weeks.  If there is 
someone you would like to keep on the list for another eight weeks, please contact the church office.) 
 

Those Battling Cancer 
 

Kelly White (Amanda Okeson’s aunt), John Lange, Beverly Kite (Monelle Netzinger’s niece), Lloyd 
Rauch, Larry Jordan (Holly Hartley’s father), Joseph Paoletta (Cynthia Trichinotis’s ex-husband), Perry 
Shearouse (Carolyn Burnam’s son-in-law), Betty Bohm (Bill’s sister), Allison Brewer (Jan and Steve 
Kirchhoff’s daughter), Marcia Copeland (Maggie Monahan’s sister), Tammy Buchli (Doe’s mother), 
Mark Lawson, Jenny Hursey (Fred & Nancy’s daughter-in-law), Wilson Baughman, Merwin Dieckmann 
(Mark’s father), Tom Guilford (Sylvia’s oldest son), Matt Voskuil (Debi Cole’s son), Jamey Sillence, Joe 
Hill (Cynthia Nelson’s dad) and Norma Young (Melinda Hopf’s aunt). 
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SERVING US TODAY 
 

PREACHER:  Vicar Conner Forbes.  LITURGIST:  Pastor Andrew Howe. ELDERS:  Roger Foss (8 
am) and Walt Seefeld (10:45 am).    ACOLYTES:  Nathan Strout (8 am) and Ava Mauck (10:45 am). 
LAY READERS:  Steve Soisson (8 am) and D. J. Nelson (10:45 am).  USHERS:  Early – Doug Fingles 
and Eric Gossman. Late – Bob Day, Don Netzinger, Adam Beecher & Steve Hetes.  ALTAR GUILD: 
Dina Gossman, Tian Foss, Suzanne O’Daniel & Ruthie Radcliff. GREETERS:  Darron & Valerie 
Counselman (8 am) and Nancy Branscom (10:45 am).  SLIDE PREPARER: Roger Moeller.  ORGAN:  
Ruth Lange. 
 

SERVING US NEXT WEEK 
 

ELDERS: Roger Foss (Wed 7 pm), Jimmy Martin (Sat 6 pm), Don Barnes (Sun 8 am) and Walt Seefeld 
(Sun 10:45 am).  ACOLYTES: Gunner Lockerman (Sun 8 am) and Emma Beecher (Sun 10:45 am).  
LAY READERS: Rhoda Reilly (Wed), John Trichinotis (Sat 6 pm), Deb Fingles (Sun 8 am) and Mary 
Ellen Gragg (Sun 10:45 am).  ALTAR GUILD: Linda Busha, Deb Fingles, Lexie Hadley & Pat Sperry.  
GREETERS:  Eric & Dina Gossman (Sun 8 am) and Dave & Ruthie Radcliff (Sun 10:45 am). 
 

ATTENDANCE LAST WEEK 
   Saturday – 39   Early – 68   Late – 132   Total – 239 

Wednesday Lent Worship - 93 
 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 

Isaiah 42:14-21 and Ephesians 5:8-14 
 

THIS WEEK AT MOUNT CALVARY 
           Today    12:00 pm HS Spring Retreat Return 

       6:30 pm SLDT Meeting 
       8:00 pm  Young Adult Bible Class 

   Monday     1:00 pm Women’s Small Group 

   Tuesday   4:30 pm RG@MC Tutoring 
       6:00 pm Council 

   Wednesday   6:00 pm Dinner 
  7:00 pm Midweek Lenten Worship 

       7:45 pm Sanctuary Choir 

   Thursday 10:00 am Ladies Bible Study 
     11:00 am Senior Fellowship 

   Saturday   5:00 pm Praise Team Rehearsal 
        Next Sunday 12 – 2 pm Ladies Tea Party 

       6:30 pm HS TAG Night 
       8:00 pm  Young Adult Bible Class 

 
 


