
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD                                                                        JANUARY 8, 2023 
 

“CONNECTING PEOPLE TO JESUS AND TO ONE ANOTHER TO SERVE THE WORLD” 

 
                                                         As We Gather 
 

The mystery of the Magi is not who they were or where they came from but that God welcomed them 

as His own through Jesus Christ. None of us is worthy of His love or His redemption, but God has 
chosen to rescue us from sin and its darkness by the incarnation, suffering, death, and resurrection 

of His Son. The star still shines upon us with the light of Christ and fills our hearts with faith. This is 
the true unity that transcends every division and even reaches through space and time to make us His 

children. In response, we offer Christ the worship of our hearts, the tithes and offerings we bring in 

our hands, and the service of love to our neighbors in need. 
 

PRELUDE                                   
                             

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND GREETING                                                                                                          
 

OPENING HYMN:                “As With Gladness Men of Old”                         Hymn #397 

 
THE INVOCATION  

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

 
THE CONFESSION OF SINS AND ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 

In Christ is life, the life which is the light of the world. 

The light shines in the darkness and the darkness has not overcome it. 
Jesus Christ is the light of the world.  Whoever follows Him will never walk in darkness but will have 

the light of life. 
But we have loved the darkness instead of the light and we are afraid of the light, 

because it exposes our sin. 

Whoever lives by the light, welcomes the light, so that what we have done is exposed and what God 
has done to redeem us is plainly revealed. 

 
(Please kneel for a time of confession) 

Most merciful God, 

We confess to You, all-knowing God, that we have sinned in thought, word and deed; 
that we have loved the darkness and have not walked in the light of Christ.  But for 

the sake of Christ and in the name of Christ, forgive us and restore us, that we may 
walk in the light today and always.  Amen. 

You are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, belonging to God by baptism and faith, 
that you may declare the praises of Him who called you out of darkness and sin into the marvelous 

light of forgiveness and life.  In the stead and by the command of our Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you 

all your sins, in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
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THE HYMN OF PRAISE:           “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise”        Hymn #394 (1, 4) 
 

Songs of thankfulness and praise, Jesus, Lord, to Thee we raise, 

    Manifested by the star to the sages from afar, 
Branch of royal David’s stem in Thy birth at Bethlehem: 

    Anthems be to Thee addressed, God in man made manifest. 
 

Sun and moon shall darkened be, stars shall fall, the heav’ns shall flee; 
    Christ will then like lightning shine, all will see His glorious sign; 

All will then the trumpet hear, all will see the Judge appear; 

    Thou by all wilt be confessed,  God in man made manifest. 
 

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Almighty God, You shined the light of Christ into our world of darkness, division, and death. Grant that 
we may know Christ, the light of the world, walk in His light all the days of our lives and, by Your 

grace, be delivered as one people into the place of eternal light and life at the end of all days; through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.      

     Amen. 

(please be seated) 
                                                                                             

THE OLD TESTAMENT READING: Isaiah 60:1–6 (Arise, shine, for your light has come.) 

 

      1  Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 2  For 

behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the LORD will arise upon 

you, and his glory will be seen upon you. 3  And nations shall come to your light, and kings to the 
brightness of your rising.  
      4  Lift up your eyes all around, and see; they all gather together, they come to you; your sons 
shall come from afar, and your daughters shall be carried on the hip. 5  Then you shall see and be 

radiant; your heart shall thrill and exult, because the abundance of the sea shall be turned to you, 
the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 6  A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young 

camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and 

frankincense, and shall bring good news, the praises of the LORD.  
 

This is the Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 
THE ANTHEM                             “Beautiful Star of Bethlehem 
 

Oh beautiful Star of Bethlehem, shining afar thru shadows dim 
Giving a light for those who long have gone, and guiding the wise men on their way, 

Unto the place where Jesus lay, beautiful Star of Bethlehem shine on. 
Oh beautiful Star of Bethlehem, shine upon us until the glory dawn. 

And guiding the wise men on their way, unto the place where Jesus lay. 
Beautiful Star of Bethlehem shine on. 
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Oh beautiful Star the hope of light, guiding the pilgrim thru the night, 

Over the mountain 'til the break of dawn. And into the light of perfect day 

It will give out a lovely ray. Beautiful Star of Bethlehem shine on. 

Oh beautiful Star of Bethlehem, shine upon us until the glory dawn. 

And into the light of perfect day, it will give out a lovely ray. 

Beautiful Star of Bethlehem shine on. 

 

Oh beautiful Star the hope of rest, for the redeemed the good and blest. 

Yonder in glory when the crown is won. For Jesus is now that Star divine. 

Brighter and brighter He will shine. Beautiful Star of Bethlehem shine on. 

Oh beautiful Star of Bethlehem, shine upon us until the glory dawn. 

For Jesus is now that Star divine. Brighter and brighter He will shine 

Beautiful Star of Bethlehem shine on. 

 

Adger McDavid Pace | R. Fisher Boyce © Words: 1940. Renewed 1967 James D. Vaughan, Music 

Publisher (Admin. by Music Services, CCLI License # 1629398 

   

THE EPISTLE READING: Ephesians 3:1–12 (The mystery long hidden has been revealed in Jesus 

Christ.) 
 

      1  For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles— 2  assuming that 

you have heard of the stewardship of God’s grace that was given to me for you, 3  how the mystery 

was made known to me by revelation, as I have written briefly. 4  When you read this, you can 

perceive my insight into the mystery of Christ, 5  which was not made known to the sons of men in 

other generations as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit. 6  This 

mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same body, and partakers of the 

promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.  
      7  Of this gospel I was made a minister according to the gift of God’s grace, which was given me 

by the working of his power. 8  To me, though I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was 

given, to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, 9  and to bring to light for 

everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things, 10  so that 

through the church the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known to the rulers and 

authorities in the heavenly places. 11  This was according to the eternal purpose that he has realized 

in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12  in whom we have boldness and access with confidence through our faith 

in him.  

 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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THE ALLELUIA VERSE: 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL IS ANNOUNCED:   
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the second chapter 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

THE HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 2:1–12 (The star leads the Magi to the place where Jesus Christ  
was born for all.) 
 

      1  Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise 
men from the east came to Jerusalem, 2  saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? 

For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 3  When Herod the king heard this, 

he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; 4  and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of 
the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. 5  They told him, “In Bethlehem of 

Judea, for so it is written by the prophet: 6  “‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no 
means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will shepherd my 

people Israel.’”  
      7  Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star 

had appeared. 8  And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and 

when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may come and worship him.” 9  After listening 
to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went 

before them until it came to rest over the place where the child was. 10  When they saw the star, 
they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 11  And going into the house they saw the child with Mary 

his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him 

gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. 12  And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they 
departed to their own country by another way.  

 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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THE APOSTLES CREED   

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. 

He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into 

heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will 
come to judge the living and the dead.  

  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

THE CHILDREN’S MESSAGE:                                                                                Trevor Hudlin,  
                                                                                Assistant for Children’s and Youth Ministries 

  

THE HYMN OF THE DAY:                  “Epiphany Carol”                         (Tune: We Three Kings) 
 

Gifts to Jesus gratefully bring! Songs for Jesus lovingly sing!  
God among us born to save us! Hail Him as Lord and King! 

 
Refrain 

Oh! By the wonder of His birth, Jesus is God’s gift to earth! 
May our living, and our giving witness to the Savior’s worth! 

 
Gifts of gold His Kingship endow. All the earth before Him shall bow— 
Kneel before Him and adore Him! Worship His glory now!   (Refrain) 

 
Frankincense His deity owns— Fragrance chosen for God alone. 

            Prayers ascending! Praises blending! Bring Him the best gifts known! (Refrain) 
 

Myrrh to ease the burden of pain— Precious gift to soothe and sustain. 
Balm as blessing, faith confessing, sing out hope’s glad refrain. (Refrain) 

 
Text: Gregory J. Wismar. Copyright © 2019 Concordia Publishing  All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

THE MESSAGE:                                                                                               Vicar Conner Forbes 

 

TIME OF RESPONSE:  Welcome to worship, we are so glad you are here! You are encouraged to fill 
out an Attendance Card (There is a side for both our guests and members to fill out), and place it in 
the offering plates, which are located at each entrance of the Sanctuary.  If you have an offering, your 
offering may be placed in these plates, preferably before Worship begins. This helps our usher gather 
our offerings to bring forward and return them before God. 
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SONG OF RESPONSE                “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise”      Hymn #394 (vs 5) 

 
Grant us grace to see Thee, Lord, present in Thy holy Word— 

    Grace to imitate Thee now and be pure, as pure art Thou; 
That we might become like Thee at Thy great epiphany 

    And may praise Thee, ever blest, God in man made manifest. 
 

THE PRAYERS:  After each petition, the Worship Leader will say, “Lord in Your mercy”, and the 

congregation will respond, “hear our prayer”. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER   

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 

glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
THE BENEDICTION 
The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.  The 
Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

Amen. 
 

THE CLOSING HYMN:         “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”                Hymn #411 
                                           
A MOMENT FOR SILENT PRAYER 
 
THE POSTLUDE 
 
All scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2009 by International Bible Society.  
Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 
 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
The Next Voters Meeting is Sunday, January 22 - We would encourage all our members to 

attend our next Voters Meeting. Lunch will be served immediately following our 10:45 am Worship 

Service – please sign up for the meal at the Information desk.. Our focus will be to approve our 2023 
Ministry Budget and hold our annual Board and Officer election.  
 
The 2023 Altar Flower Chart is up.  Pick your favorite dedication dates soon.   
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If you would like to make your offering at Mount 

Calvary electronically, an easy way is to use the 

QR Code on the left to access the Vanco online 

giving option. 



Mount Calvary has received donations in memory of Ray Bohm, Bill’s brother, from Rob & 

Michelle Crawford, Joan Smith and Marlene Miller. 
 

Ring and Sing a new song to the Lord in 2023! 

Sanctuary Choir - meets on Wednesday nights at 7 pm in the choir loft. We sing special music once 

or twice a month, and help lead the church’s songs. We start up for the spring season on Wednesday, 

January 11th.  All are welcome - come sing a joyful noise with us!.  

Handbell Choir - meets on Monday nights in the front of the church. We have two choirs right now, 

one meeting at 6:30 and another at 7:15. No experience necessary, ALL are welcome! We would love 

more players, and we have many openings! We are also in need of substitute bell ringers who are 

willing to help out occasionally (must have note reading, or bell playing experience to be a substitute). 

We start up for the spring season on Monday, January 9th. Come ring praises with us! 

Reach out to Ellen for more information! 630-251-0795 or music@mountcalvaryga.org   

 

Volunteers are reminded that Rebecca’s Garden (RG) tutoring resumes on Tuesday, 

January 10 at 4 pm. Meals for students are needed each Tuesday through April 18. Those willing to 

provide a meal are asked to add their name to the sign-up sheet in the Narthex. Please direct questions 

regarding meals to Maggie Monaghan at 706-315-0769. For other information about tutoring, please 

contact Karen Harmon at 478-918-3685. 

 

Thank you and Happy New Year 

Whitney and I want to thank you for all delicious baked goods, Christmas cards, and the generous 

Christmas gifts. Your generosity is very much appreciated. We thoroughly enjoy and give thanks to 

Jesus for our life together with our Mt. Calvary Family. Looking forward to “Connecting people to 

Jesus and to one another to serve the world” in 2023 together. - Pastor Andrew, Whitney, Jensen, 

Davis, and Mason Howe 

 

You are invited to Christ Lutheran School 2023 Open house Jan 26th at 6 pm (208 Langston 

Rd Perry) Come visit and explore the option of a Lutheran education.  We are currently enrolling 

Kindergarten through 4th grade students for the 2023-2024 school year. Join us for refreshments, kids’ 

activities, and meet our teacher, current students and parents. CLS participates in the GaSSO 

scholarship program. For more information on CLS contact Pastor Lehenbauer 478-397-5914 or Beth 

Strickland 803-397-7886.  

 

Dear Mount Calvary Congregation:  I want to thank everyone for your generous gifts. The money, 

cookies, gift cards and Christmas cards were very much appreciated.  I can’t thank you enough for 

thinking of me! - Becky McVay 
 

To the Wonderful folks, both Staff and Congregation, of Mount Calvary Lutheran Church:  

Thank you for all of the gifts, cards, gift cards, money and good wishes.  You’ve changed my life a lot 

over the years.  I retired from the Air Force after 30 years and had no intention of seeking out another 

job.  I saw an ad in a Sunday bulletin asking for help in the office for a while and, since I had plenty 

of time, I volunteered.  That was 28 years ago.  I can’t tell you how proud I am to be associated with 

all of you. 
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I would like to thank everyone for all the gifts, snacks, cookies and cards this Christmas Season. 

I am truly blessed to be a part of such an amazing congregation. Happy New Year! 
- ACYM Trevor Hudlin 
 

 

PRAYER CONCERNS 
 

Chris Branscom, who is in the ICU battling sepsis. 

John Lange, who is returning home from cancer treatment at Mayo Clinic this past week. 
Ron Howe, Pastor Andrew’s grandfather, who has been diagnosed with pancreatic cancer and 

battling other health issues. 
Angela Selle, a former member, who is hospitalized and going through tests. 

Carol Lange, John's sister, who is recovering from cancer surgery. 

Cheryl Linn, Marcia Brighton’s sister, who is hospitalized and is moved to hospice. 
Steve Kirchoff, who is recovering from surgery.  

 
Servants in Christ’s Church 

Pastor Luke Anderson, our 11th Vicar, who serves at St. Paul Lutheran in Grafton, WI. 
Pastor Andrew Wrasman, one of our district pastors who serves at Oak Road Lutheran in Lilburn, 
GA 
Pastor Bradley Arnholt, one of our district pastors who serves at Bethlehem Lutheran in 
Columbus, GA. 
Pastor Carl Schneider, one of our district pastors who serves at Faith Lutheran in Marietta, GA. 
Pastor Carl Morten, one of our district pastors who serves at Lord of Life Lutheran in Stockbridge, 
GA. 
 

Keep In Your Prayers 
 

Champ Aldredge, Spenser Robbins (Monelle Netzinger’s nephew), Chuck Mollenkopf, Susan Wallace, 
Mike Hill (Cynthia Nelson’s brother), Jeannie Hawkins, Glenda Brown (Debi Cole and Christi Bacon’s 
sister), Johnny Clark (Judy Parrott’s brother), Don Engle, Melissa (Debbie Hardy’s daughter), Lois 
O’Neal, Ed Rekau, Selah James (Marcia Brighton’s granddaughter) and Erika Swaim (Marcia Brighton’s 
mother). 
 
(NOTE:  Those listed under “Keep in your prayers” are removed from the list after eight weeks.  If 
there is someone you would like to keep on the list for another eight weeks, please contact the church 
office.) 
 

Those Battling Cancer 
 

Beverly Kite (Monelle Netzinger’s niece), Lloyd Rauch, Larry Jordan (Holly Hartley’s father), Joseph 
Paoletta (Cynthia Trichinotis’s ex-husband), Perry Shearouse (Carolyn Burnam’s son-in-law), Betty 
Bohm (Bill’s sister), Allison Brewer (Jan and Steve Kirchhoff’s daughter), Marcia Copeland (Maggie 
Monahan’s sister), Tammy Buchli (Doe’s mother), Mark Lawson, Jenny Hursey (Fred & Nancy’s 
daughter-in-law), Wilson Baughman, Merwin Dieckmann (Mark’s father), Tom Guilford (Sylvia’s oldest 
son), Matt Voskuil (Debi Cole’s son), Jamey Sillence, Joe Hill (Cynthia Nelson’s dad) and Norma Young 
(Melinda Hopf’s aunt). 
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SERVING US TODAY 
 

PREACHER:  Vicar Conner Forbes.  LITURGIST:  Pastor Andrew Howe. ELDERS:  Roger Foss (8 
am) and Walt Seefeld (10:45 am).    ACOLYTES:  Tessa Gossman (8 am) and Rory Lockerman (10:45 
am). LAY READERS:  Tian Foss (8 am) and Carolyn Burnam (10:45 am).  USHERS:  Early – Don 
Parrott, Darron Counselman, Dale Hawkins, Roger Foss & Mark Dieckmann. Late – Paul Ferguson, 
Sam Culpepper & Champ Aldredge.  ALTAR GUILD: Dina Gossman, Tian Foss, Suzanne O’Daniel & 
Ruthie Radcliff.  GREETERS:  Doug & Deb Fingles (8 am) and Roger & Gina Peterson (10:45 am).  
SLIDE PREPARER:  Debi Cole. ORGAN:  Ellen Prohl. 
 

SERVING US NEXT WEEK 
 

ELDERS: Pruett Burge (Sat 6 pm), Don Barnes (Sun 8 am), and Roger Moeller (Sun 10:45 am).  
ACOLYTES: Charlie Fischer (Sun 8 am) and Ava Mauck (Sun 10:45 am).  LAY READERS: Rhoda 
Reilly (Sat 6 pm), Bennett Buetow (Sun 8 am) and Adam Beecher (Sun 10:45 am).  ALTAR GUILD: 
Marcia Brighton, Liz Hunter, Hannah Van Buskirk & Toli Van Buskirk.  GREETERS:  Darron & Valerie 
Counselman (Sun 8 am) and Barbara Mabee (Sun 10:45 am) 
 

ATTENDANCE LAST WEEK 
Sunday - 123 

 
NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 

Isaiah 49:1-7 and 1 Corinthians 1:1-9 

 
THIS WEEK AT MOUNT CALVARY 

           Today    6:30 pm HS TAG Night 
       8:00 pm  Young Adult Bible Class 

   Monday   10:00 am Ladies Guild 
     11:00 am Daytime Callers 

       1:00 pm Women’s Small Group 

       6:30 pm Handbell Choir 
       7:15 pm Handbell Choir 

   Tuesday   4:30 pm RG@MC Tutoring   
       6:00 pm Council 

   Wednesday   5:30 pm Dinner 

       6:15 pm Christian Education 
       7:00 pm Sanctuary Choir 

   Thursday 10:00 am Ladies Bible Study 
   Saturday 3:30 – 5 pm Tea Party  

       5:00 pm Adult Bible Study 
   Saturday   5:00 pm Praise Team Rehearsal 

        Next Sunday   6:30 pm SLDT Meeting 

       8:00 pm  Young Adult Bible Class 
 
 


