
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD                                                                        JANUARY 3, 2021 
 

“CONNECTING PEOPLE TO JESUS AND TO ONE ANOTHER TO SERVE THE WORLD” 
 

As We Gather 
The star that once led the Magi to the Christ Child is a type of the light that God has caused to shine 
so that all of us may know Christ Jesus as Savior and Redeemer. We would not have known Him 
except that the Lord made the light to shine in our darkness to reveal Jesus Christ to us and to lead 
our fearful hearts to faith. The star still shines through the light of God’s Word and leads us into the 
presence of Him whom the Father sent to be our Savior. The glory of God is His steadfast love and 
mercy, which He has revealed in Jesus Christ. In Him we have been bidden, and in Him we come. Like 
Luther put it in the explanation of the Creed, the faithful response is to serve, praise, thank, and obey 
the Lord whom God has sent. And by the power of the Holy Spirit, that is exactly what we have come 
to do today—worship Christ, the Lord of the world. 
 

Holy Communion 

Holy Communion is being celebrated today.  It is the belief of the Lutheran Church, based on Jesus’ 
own words, that in this Sacrament His body and blood are really present and that forgiveness of sins 
and the assurance of salvation are offered to all who come confessing their sins and believing in Him.  
Communion is therefore offered to those who share this confession of faith.  Children who are not yet 
confirmed are invited to come forward with their parents to receive a blessing.  Guests who may have 
questions about Communion at Mt. Calvary are encouraged to talk to Pastor Andrew or Pastor 
Brighton. 

 
PRELUDE  

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND GREETING          
 
OPENING HYMN:                        “Angels From the Realms of Glory”                  Hymn #367  
                                                                                                                                        (vs 1-4) 
THE INVOCATION 
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 

THE CONFESSION OF SINS AND ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
Let us confess our sins before God and one another. 
 

(please kneel) 
 

Compassionate Father… 
Standing in the light of Your Word we are humbly aware of Your holiness and need to 
be honest about the darkness of our sinful hearts. We do not walk in the light as You 
are in the light, but instead seek the cloak of darkness to hide our sins from the truth 
of Your righteous judgment. For the sake of Jesus, the Light of the World, hear our 
confession and forgive our sins. Send Your Holy Spirit to enlighten our hearts through 
Your Word and grant us strength to do Your will through Christ our Lord who suffered, 
died, and rose again that we would have eternal life.  Amen. 
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God hears our confession, illuminates our darkness, and embraces us with divine mercy for Jesus' 
sake. Therefore, as a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, I forgive you all your 
sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Let us live in the light! 

Amen. 

 

THE HYMN OF PRAISE:          “Angels From the Realms of Glory”                    Hymn #367 
                                                                                                                                       (vs 5) 

All creation, join in praising 
    God the Father, Spirit, Son, 

Evermore your voices raising 

    To the eternal Three in One 
Come and worship, come and worship; 

Worship Christ, the newborn King. 
 

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY:  
Let us pray. Almighty God, You have poured into our hearts the true light of Your incarnate Word. 

Grant that this light may shine forth in our lives; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
Amen. 

(Please be seated.) 
 

THE OLD TESTAMENT READING:  Isaiah 60:1-6 (The coming Messiah will shed light on those 
living in the darkness of sin.) 
 

      1  Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 2  For 

behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the LORD will arise upon 

you, and his glory will be seen upon you. 3  And nations shall come to your light, and kings to the 
brightness of your rising. 4  Lift up your eyes all around, and see; they all gather together, they come 

to you; your sons shall come from afar, and your daughters shall be carried on the hip. 5  Then you 
shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and exult, because the abundance of the sea shall be 

turned to you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 6  A multitude of camels shall cover you, 
the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and 

frankincense, and shall bring good news, the praises of the LORD.  

 
This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
  
THE EPISTLE READING:  Ephesians 3:1-12 (The long hidden mystery is revealed in Christ.) 
 

      1  For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles— 2  assuming that 

you have heard of the stewardship of God’s grace that was given to me for you, 3  how the mystery 
was made known to me by revelation, as I have written briefly. 4  When you read this, you can 

perceive my insight into the mystery of Christ, 5  which was not made known to the sons of men in 
other generations as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit. 6  This 

mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same body, and partakers of the 

promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.  
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      7  Of this gospel I was made a minister according to the gift of God’s grace, which was given me 

by the working of his power. 8  To me, though I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was 
given, to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, 9  and to bring to light for 

everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things, 10  so that 
through the church the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known to the rulers and 

authorities in the heavenly places. 11  This was according to the eternal purpose that he has realized 

in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12  in whom we have boldness and access with confidence through our faith 
in him.  
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

THE ALLELUIA VERSE: 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
THE HOLY GOSPEL IS ANNOUNCED:   
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the second chapter. 

 

 
 

 
 
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL:   Matthew 2:1-12 (The Magi are led by the star to Bethlehem to worship 
Jesus, who was born for all.) 
 

      1  Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise 

men from the east came to Jerusalem, 2  saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? 
For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 3  When Herod the king heard this, 

he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; 4  and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of 

the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. 5  They told him, “In Bethlehem of 
Judea, for so it is written by the prophet: 6  “‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no 

means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will shepherd my 
people Israel.’”  
      7  Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star 

had appeared. 8  And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and 
when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may come and worship him.” 9  After listening 

to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went 
before them until it came to rest over the place where the child was.  
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10  When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 11  And going into the house 

they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their 
treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. 12  And being warned in a dream 

not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by another way.  
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

 
 

 
THE NICENE CREED:   

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things 

visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten son of God, begotten of his Father before 
all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of 

one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for 

our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin 
Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered 

and was buried.  And the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended 
into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father, and he will come again with glory to 

judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 

and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified, who 
spoke by the prophets.  And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I 

acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the 
dead and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

 

THE CHILDREN’S MESSAGE:                                                                          Pastor Pete LeBorious                                            
 

THE HYMN OF THE DAY:                         “Epiphany Carol”                  (Tune: We Three Kings) 
 

Gifts to Jesus gratefully bring! 

Songs for Jesus lovingly sing!  
God among us born to save us! 

Hail Him as Lord and King! 
 

Refrain 
Oh! By the wonder of His birth, 

Jesus is God’s gift to earth! 

May our living, and our giving 
Witness to the Savior’s worth! 
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Gifts of gold His Kingship endow. 
All the earth before Him shall bow— 

Kneel before Him and adore Him! 
              Worship His glory now!   Refrain 

 

Frankincense His deity owns— 
Fragrance chosen for God alone. 

Prayers ascending! Praises blending! 
                  Bring Him the best gifts known!   Refrain 

 

Myrrh to ease the burden of pain— 
Precious gift to soothe and sustain. 
Balm as blessing, faith confessing. 

                     Sing out hope’s glad refrain.      Refrain 
 

Text: Gregory J. Wismar. Copyright © 2019 Concordia Publishing House.  
All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 
THE MESSAGE:                                   “No Ordinary King”                         Pastor Andrew Howe 
 
THE HYMN OF RESPONSE:        “As With Gladness Men of Old”                         Hymn #397   
                                                                                                                            (vs 1 and 4) 

As with gladness men of old 
Did the guiding star behold; 

As with joy they hailed its light, 
Leading onward, beaming bright; 
So, most gracious Lord, may we 

Evermore be led by Thee. 
 

Holy Jesus, ev’ry day 
Keep us in the narrow way; 

    And when earthly things are past, 
    Bring our ransomed souls at last 
Where they need no star to guide, 
Where no clouds Thy glory hide. 

 

THE PRAYERS: After each petition, the Worship Leader will say, “Lord in Your mercy,” and 
the congregation will respond, “Hear our prayer.”  
     
THE ORDER OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
THE PREFACE 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.  
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It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, 

holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for what had been hidden 
from before the foundation of the world You have made known to the nations in Your Son. In Him, 

being found in the substance of our mortal nature, You have manifested the fullness of Your glory.  
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 

glorious name, evermore praising You and singing: 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER   

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

And also with you. 
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THE DISTRIBUTION (The center cup in each tray is white grape juice for pregnant moms or those 
allergic to alcohol.)    
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS:                “Beautiful Savior”                                    Hymn #537 

                                                            “Jesus Shall Reign”                                    Hymn #832
       

THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER        
O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent your only-

begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in 
this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds 

by your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled to serve You constantly; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen.  

 

THE BENEDICTION 

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.  The 
Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

Amen. 

 
THE CLOSING HYMN:                  “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise”              Hymn #394 

 
A MOMENT FOR SILENT PRAYER 

 

THE POSTLUDE 

 
All scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2009 by International Bible Society.  

Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Note to Our Members and Guests:  We are not passing the offering plates around in an attempt 
to practice better hygiene.  You may place your offering and your attendance card in the offering 

plates that are located at each door as you leave the Sanctuary. 
 

Our Altar Flowers are provided this week by Eileen Mittuch, in memory of Gene’s birthday, and 

by Bob & Nancy Gerstenberger in honor of their wedding anniversary. 
 

Dear Mount Calvary family:  Thank you for all the beautiful Christmas cards and gifts, I am grateful, 
and I am humbled by your prayers, kindness and support. It is a joy to serve alongside of you all at 

Mount Calvary, and I can't wait to continue to serve, sing God's praises, and worship with you in 2021!  
- With Joy in Jesus, Ellen 
 
2021 Offering Envelopes are Ready to be picked up.  They’re on table in the hallway near the 
Information Desk. 
 

Bible Reading Program: Our church staff and Elders are making the Today’s Light Bible two-year 

reading plan a part of their daily devotions. The congregation is invited to join in this daily devotional 
reading. Mt. Calvary has a limited number of Today’s Light Bibles, normally $32.99, but available for 

just $20.  Please contact the church office.  Or you can just follow the daily readings yourself.  This 
week’s readings are: 

 Week 32 

 Monday: 2 Kings 6:1 – 7:20 
 Tuesday: 2 Kings 8:1-29 

 Wednesday: 2 Kings 9:1 – 10:36 
 Thursday: 2 Kings  11:1 – 12:21 

 Friday: 2 Kings 13:1 – 14:29 
 Saturday: 2 Kings 15:1 – 16:20 

 

Eagle Scout Project - Food Bank Collection Boxes and Food Drive:  Chris Crawford is working 
on his Eagle Scout project to benefit the Social Ministry Board and Mount Calvary's Food Bank 

donations and the Scouts need your help!  Chris and members of BSA Troop 220 from Robins AFB, 
assisted by Roger Moeller, will be building 2 new wooden collection boxes to be a new collection point 

for our food drive donations and placed in the library and outside the Fellowship Hall. Look for these 

to be in place next week. The boys will also host a Food Drive to kick off the New Year and you can 
help by donating canned food or non-perishable food items. You can drop them off at the church in 

the new boxes the week of January 4-8 during normal church hours. You are also invited to drive up 
on Saturday, 9 January,  anytime between 10:00 AM and 12:00 Noon at the front drive/entrance of 

the church. Chris and the Boy Scouts will be there to receive your donations and you don't even have 
to get out of your car! You can leave the food in your trunk or car and the boys will get them out for 

you. You can also bring it in yourself during that time if you prefer. This is meant to be very COVID-

friendly so anyone can participate.  Please consider making a food donation and mark the date, 9 
January 2021, on your calendars! Thank you for supporting the community in this way. 
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Dear Mount Calvary Congregation,  I want to thank everyone for your generous gifts. The money, 

cookies, gift cards and cards are very much appreciated.  I can't thank you enough for thinking of 
me!  - Becky McVay 

 
To the Fabulous Congregation of Mount Calvary Lutheran Church:  Many people in this 

world wish that the people they work for would tell them they’re doing a good job.  I’ve been 

blessed with the most wonderful job in the world.  I’m so proud to be able to work here with all of 
you and truly appreciate the good words and wonderful Christmas cards and presents you gave me.  

Love you all.  - Jack 
Wednesday Night Help Needed! We will be resuming our Children’s Wednesday Night classes this 

January (6th).  To be able to restart this ministry, Pastor Pete is looking for 3-4 adults committed to 
show the love of Christ to Kindergarten - 5th Grade children through music, lessons, crafts, movies, 

and play.  Please contact Pastor Pete at (478) 919-3723 or e-mail him at DCEPete91@gmail.com if 

you can assist with this ministry to our children. 
 

 

PRAYER CONCERNS 
 

The family of Carl Beahm, who died on December 27th. 

Joette Campanello, Jan Clark’s daughter, who is hospitalized with double pneumonia & 

conjunctivitis. 
Deloris Tolhurst, Jan Kirchoff’s 101-year-old mom, who is recovered from COVID-19, but now has 

pneumonia. 
 

Keep In Your Prayers 
 

Faye Lacey, Jerry Parsons (Randall’s brother), Judy Parrott, Pastor Pete LeBorious, Jan Miller (Dwight 
& Marlene’s daughter), Dick & Judy Hamilton and Josephine Aldridge (Judy’s mother), Gilbert Cox, 

Rosemary Lokey (Faye Lacey’s sister), Lyle Wurdeman, Beverly Ellgass and Josh Johnson. 
 

(NOTE:  Those listed under “Keep in your prayers” are removed from the list after eight weeks.  If there is 
someone you would like to keep on the list for another eight weeks, please contact the church office.) 

 

Those Battling Cancer 
 

Bobby Bacon (Doug’s dad), Donna Burkhardt, Shali Nelson (DJ’s sister), Gene Wear (Ruth Aden’s 

brother), Alfred Keyes (Kenn’s father), Tom Guilford (Sylvia’s oldest son), Tian Foss, Matt Voskuil (Debi 
Cole’s son), Jamey Sillence, Joe Hill (Cynthia Nelson’s dad) and Norma Young (Melinda Hopf’s aunt).  
 

Those Serving our Country in Dangerous Areas 
 

Christopher Dierking, Jonathan Fetchik and Christian Corbitt, for safety and good health as they serve 

our country in dangerous areas. 
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SERVING US TODAY 

PREACHER:  Pastor Andrew Howe.  LITURGIST:  Pastor Andrew Howe.  ELDERS:  Open (8 am) 
and Open (10:45 am).  ACOLYTES: Colin Mabee (8 am) and Will Turner (10:45 am). LAY READERS: 

Carrie Wurdeman (8 am) and Jim Morey (10:45 am).  ALTAR GUILD Valerie Counselman, Denise 
Forehand, Nancy Hoar & Kim Leslie.  SLIDE PREPARER:  Open.  ORGAN:  Ruth Lange. 

 

SERVING US NEXT WEEK 
ACOLYTES: Phillip Peterson (Sun 8 am) and Anna Turner (Sun 10:45 am). LAY READERS:  John 

Trichinotis (Sat 6:00), Lexie Hadley (Sun 8 am) and Carolyn Burnam (Sun 10:45 am).  ALTAR GUILD:  
Valerie Counselman, Denise Forehand, Nancy Hoar & Kim Leslie. 

 
NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 

Genesis 1:1-5 and Romans 6:1-11 

 
ATTENDANCE LAST WEEK 

Christmas Eve: 4 pm-53  6 pm-80   8 pm-92   10 pm-46   Livestream-2   Total - 273 
Saturday - 33   Early - 58   Late – 52  Livestream – 9   Total – 152 

 

THIS WEEK AT MOUNT CALVARY 
  Today      6:30 pm HS TAG Night 

Monday     1:00 pm Women’s Small Group 
Tuesday    6:30 pm Boards 

     7:30 pm Elders 
Wednesday    5:30 pm Dinner 

     6:15 pm Christian Education 

Thursday  10:00 pm Ladies Bible Study 
  Saturday      5:00 pm Adult Bible Study 

       5:00 pm Praise Team Rehearsal 
       6:30 pm Macon Mayhem 

  Next Sunday    6:30 pm HS TAG Night 

 
 


