
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE ASCENSION OF OUR LORD                                                                            MAY 16, 2021 
 

“CONNECTING PEOPLE TO JESUS AND TO ONE ANOTHER TO SERVE THE WORLD” 
 

As We Gather 
“I’ll see you soon!” So says the parent, spouse, or friend leaving for an errand or a short trip, with 
certainty that time together will soon be had again. “I’ll see you soon!” so says Jesus as He departs 
and ascends into heaven. And though it has not been hours or days or even weeks, rather nearly two 
thousand years later, we still hold to the certainty of His promise that we shall see Him again soon at 
His time. Until that day, though, we are wise to not stay looking up into the sky, as the disciples began 
to do long ago. Rather, we heed His mission to make disciples and keep ourselves prepared for that 
day. Even as we long to see Him soon, we know that Jesus is enough for us every day, and we take 
comfort in the fact that our ascended Lord Jesus remains present with us now, in this life, even amid 
troubles and trials. We hold on to His promises by the faith given, and we anticipate that joyful day 
when He will come again in the same way He was taken up into heaven. 
 

Holy Communion 

Holy Communion is being celebrated today.  It is the belief of the Lutheran Church, based on Jesus’ 
own words, that in this Sacrament His body and blood are really present and that forgiveness of sins 
and the assurance of salvation are offered to all who come confessing their sins   and believing in 
Him.  Communion is therefore offered to those who share this confession of faith.  Children who are 
not yet confirmed are invited to come forward with their parents to receive a blessing.  Guests who 
may have questions about Communion at Mt. Calvary are encouraged to talk to Pastor Andrew. 

 

PRELUDE                             
 

OPENING HYMN:                   “All Hail the Power of Jesus Name”           Hymn #549 (1-4)  
 
THE INVOCATION  
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 
THE CONFESSION OF SINS AND ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
Let us confess our sins to God, our Father. 
 

(please kneel) 
 

O ascended Lord,   
You are with us always, but often we doubt Your presence, Your love, and Your 
provision. Because we are by nature sinful, we often overlook Your promise to be with 
us always. We do not live our lives ready for Your coming, and we neglect to share 
Your Good News so that others may be ready for Your return in glory.  Have mercy 
upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 

Clap your hands, all peoples! Shout to God with loud songs of joy! Almighty God in His mercy has 
given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained 
servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. Sing praises to God, sing praises! Sing praises to our King, sing praises! 
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HYMN OF PRAISE:                “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name”           Hymn #549 (5-7) 
 
THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  Risen and ascended Lord, You are the vine and we are the branches.  Apart from You 

there is no life.  By Baptism You have gathered us into Your family.  Cause Your Word to abide in us 

and make us fruitful to the glory of Your Father, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

(Please be seated) 
 

THE FIRST READING: Acts 1:1–11 (Ascension of Jesus)  
 

      1  In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach, 2  until 
the day when he was taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy Spirit to the apostles 

whom he had chosen. 3  He presented himself alive to them after his suffering by many proofs, 

appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God.  
      4  And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the 

promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; 5  for John baptized with water, but you 
will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”  
      6  So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the 

kingdom to Israel?” 7  He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father 
has fixed by his own authority. 8  But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 

you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the 
earth.” 9  And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud 

took him out of their sight. 10  And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men 

stood by them in white robes, 11  and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? 
This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go 

into heaven.”  
 
This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

THE PSALM: Psalm 47 
 

      1  Clap your hands, all peoples! Shout to God with loud songs of joy! 2  For the LORD, the Most 

High, is to be feared, a great king over all the earth. 3  He subdued peoples under us, and nations 
under our feet. 4  He chose our heritage for us, the pride of Jacob whom he loves. Selah  
      5  God has gone up with a shout, the LORD with the sound of a trumpet. 6  Sing praises to God, 
sing praises! Sing praises to our King, sing praises! 7  For God is the King of all the earth; sing 

praises with a psalm! 8  God reigns over the nations; God sits on his holy throne.  
      9  The princes of the peoples gather as the people of the God of Abraham. For the shields of the 
earth belong to God; he is highly exalted!  
 
This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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THE EPISTLE READING: Ephesians 1:15–23  (Thanksgiving and prayer through our risen and 
ascended Savior) 
 

      15  For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all 
the saints, 16  I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers, 17  that the God 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in 
the knowledge of him, 18  having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the 
hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 19  and 
what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe, according to the working 
of his great might 20  that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at 
his right hand in the heavenly places, 21  far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, 
and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. 22  And he 
put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the church, 23  which is his body, 
the fullness of him who fills all in all.  
 
This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 
THE ALLELUIA VERSE:                      
 
 
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                  
THE HOLY GOSPEL IS ANNOUNCED:   
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the twenty-fourth chapter 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

THE HOLY GOSPEL: Luke 24:44–53 (Jesus fulfills all Scripture.) 
 

      44  Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you, that 
everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be 
fulfilled.” 45  Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, 46  and said to them, “Thus it 
is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, 47  and that 
repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from 
Jerusalem. 48  You are witnesses of these things. 49  And behold, I am sending the promise of my 
Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.”  
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      50  Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed them. 51  While he 

blessed them, he parted from them and was carried up into heaven. 52  And they worshiped him and 
returned to Jerusalem with great joy, 53  and were continually in the temple blessing God.  

 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

THE NICENE CREED:   
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things 
visible and invisible. 

 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of his Father 
before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, 
being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us 
men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy 
Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under 
Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried.  And the third day he rose again according 
to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
And he will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose 
kingdom will have no end. 

 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and 

glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 

Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the 

resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

 

THE CHILDREN’S MESSAGE:                                                                            Vicar Tim Barber 

 

THE HYMN OF THE DAY:              “A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing”                      Hymn #493 

                                                                                                                                      

THE MESSAGE:                                                                                                       Vicar Tim Barber 

 

TIME OF RESPONSE:  (For hygienic purposes we no longer pass the offering plates through the 

pews. The offering plates are located at each exit from the Sanctuary and you are encouraged to fill 
out, and place your Attendance Card and offering in the plate as you leave the worship service.  Please 

note: There is a side for both our guests and members to fill out on the Attendance Card.  If you will 
be coming forward for Holy Communion, please read and sign the “Announcement for Communion” 

portion of the Attendance Card.)  
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SONG OF RESPONSE                 “Crown Him With Many Crowns”            Hymn #525 (1,5) 

 

Crown Him with many crowns, 
The Lamb upon His throne’ 

Hark how the heav’nly anthem drowns  
All music but its own. 

Awake, my soul, and sing 
Of Him who died for thee, 

And hail Him as thy matchless King 
Through all eternity. 

 

Crown him the Lord of heav’n, 
Enthroned in worlds above, 

Crown Him the king to whom is giv’n 
the wondrous name of Love. 

Crown Him with many crowns, 
As thrones before Him fall; 

Crown Him, ye kings, with many crowns  
For He is king of all. 

 
THE PRAYERS:  After each petition, the Worship Leader will say, “Lord in Your mercy,” and the 

congregation will respond, “Hear our prayer.”  

 

THE ORDER OF HOLY COMMUNION 

 

THE PREFACE 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.  

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, 
holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who after His resurrection 

appeared openly to all His disciples and in their sight was taken up into heaven that He might make 
us partakers of His divine life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of 

heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER   

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 

glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 
THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 
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 DISTRIBUTION (The offering plates are located at each exit from the Sanctuary and you are 
encouraged to fill out, and place your Attendance Card and offering in the plate as you leave the 
worship service.  Please note: There is a side for both our guests and members to fill out on the 

Attendance Card.  If you will be coming forward for Holy Communion, please read and sign the 
“Announcement for Communion” portion of the Attendance Card.)  

 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS                     “Beautiful Savior”                                   Hymn #537 

                                                        “Abide, O Dearest Jesus”                            Hymn #919 

                                                                                                                                                                                          
THE DISMISSAL 

Now may the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul 

to life everlasting. Depart in Peace. 

 Amen 

  

THE BENEDICTION 
The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.  The 
Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

Amen. 
 

THE CLOSING HYMN:                    “Spread the Reign of God the Lord”             Hymn #830 

                             
A MOMENT FOR SILENT PRAYER 
 

THE POSTLUDE 
 
All scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2009 by International Bible Society.  
Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Our Altar Flowers are provided this week by Don & Monelle Netzinger, in honor of Paula 
Babcock’s birthday, and by Nancy Hoar in honor of her and John’s wedding anniversary. 

 

Mount Calvary has received donations in memory of Shali Nelson, D. J.’s sister,  from Betty 
Cummings, Lyle & Carrie Wurdeman, Jim & Barbara Morey, John & Liz Hunter, Doug & Deb Fingles 

and Joan Smith. 
 

Mount Calvary has received donations in memory of Jerry Parsons, Randall’s brother, from 

Betty Cummings, Vivian Stilley, Joan Smith, Dwight & Marlene Miller, Jim & Barbara Morey, Don & 
Monelle Netzinger, John & Liz Hunter and Bob & Nancy Gerstenberger. 

 
Mount Calvary has received a donation in memory of Walter Sutter, Maggie Monahan’s 

brother, from Jim & Barbara Morey. 
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Due to the relaxation of the state guidance on COVID 19, we will be removing the ropes on 
the pews and mask wearing is optional starting the weekend of 15/16 May.  We will continue 
communion as we have been doing for now.  During communion the Pastors, Vicar and Elder assisting 
in communion will continue to wear masks.  We still encourage social distancing.  That weekend will 
be the one year anniversary of when we returned to having church services in 2020 during the 
pandemic.   
 
Attention All You Faithful Can Recyclers:  Please separate pet food cans from beverage cans. 
And please close and tie shut all bags.  Your cooperation will be greatly appreciated. 
 
Help Desperately Needed:  Please consider being a Sound Room Projectionist for our various 
services.  The task is not rocket science and you will be trained on the procedures by the current 
staff.  This is a great way to serve the LORD and your fellow church members.  If interested and want 
to know more please contact John Harmon (Elder and Projectionist) at 478-918-3675 or email 
khesanh@iCloud.com.” 
 
Help Needed - - Volunteer needed to pick up the day-old Publix bakery items on Tuesdays.  This 
service is very important in helping the local homeless.  We also use some items for our Sunday 
morning snacks and Wednesday dinners.  Your consideration of this service would be greatly 
appreciated.  If you think you’d like to help us with this, please contact Pastor Pete or Becky McVay. 
 
Bible Reading Program: Our church staff and Elders are making the Today’s Light Bible two-year 
reading plan a part of their daily devotions. The congregation is invited to join in this daily devotional 
reading. Mt. Calvary has a limited number of Today’s Light Bibles, normally $32.99, but available for 
just $20.  Please contact the church office.  Or you can just follow the daily readings yourself.  This 
week’s readings are: 
 Week 51 
 Monday: Proverbs 22:1 – 23:35 
 Tuesday: Proverbs 24:1 – 25:28 
 Wednesday: Proverbs 26:1 – 27:27 
 Thursday: Proverbs 28:1 – 29:27 
 Friday: Proverbs 30:1 – 31:31 
 Saturday: Ecclesiastes 1:1 – 2:26 
 

Coming in Two Weeks!  Yes, our “Bountiful Harvest” cart will be up and running on May 29-30, and 
every week following through the summer months.   Bring your excess veggies, fruits, herbs or nuts, 
from your garden to share, and place them in one of the baskets on the cart.  It will be located in the 
Library (at least at the start).  Take whatever you’d like, and if you have a neighbor that needs 
something, get some for them too!  There will be bags there to take home your items.  Let’s see how 
many different things we can put in the baskets!  Board of Fellowship 
 
Christ Lutheran School in Perry is having a School Open House on Thursday, May 20 from 6 – 
7:30 pm.  Families, prospective students, or anyone of any age . . .  are invited to drop by.  The 
school is opening on August 3rd in grades Kindergarten to 2nd, with plans to add additional grades.  The 
address is 208 Langston Road, Perry.  For further information, contact the Teacher, Mrs. Sara Hupp, 
at christlutheranschoolperry@gmail.com 

-8- 

mailto:khesanh@iCloud.com
mailto:christlutheranschoolperry@gmail.com


Attention Dads!  The time has come to start looking at your calendar, men!  Get ready for “The First 

Annual Great Father’s Day Campout!”  We are excited to offer a night of camping at Christ Lutheran’s 
field, where you can bring your tent, camper, RV or whatever!  But this is a “men and boys only” 

event.  Dads, uncles, grandpas, brothers and all boys are invited to come together on Friday, June 
18th around 4:00 (or whenever you get there), to cook outside, play games, flying drones, archery, 

sing songs, or just hang out together!  They will break camp at noon on Saturday, but will have a 

good breakfast and time for more fun before leaving!  Please check out the link:  
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e48afa72aa6fa7-family to sign up!  Watch for more details in 

the June Newsletter.  Board of Fellowship 
 

Please Update Your Member Directory Information!  I will be preparing a new Member Directory 
in the next few weeks.  There have been a great many changes, some of which I have but many of 
which I do not have.  If any more of you have dropped your land lines and gone to strictly cell phone 
use, please let me know.  Whether you want to publish the cell phone number is strictly up to you.  
Also, there are quite a few grown children, some married with children of their own, who are still listed 
as living at their parents home.  If they still consider themselves members here, it would be nice to 
have their addresses (phone numbers are optional). 
- Jack 
 

 

PRAYER CONCERNS 
Eileen Mittuch, who is recovering from melanoma surgery.    
Terrance Turner, Rhoda Reilly’s son, who is facing challenges.  
Donna Hare, Bob Yeager’s sister, who is recovering from COVID in a nursing home.  
Douglas Parrott, Don’s brother, who suffered a heart attack. 
Beth Pharr, Doug Bacon’s sister, who is battling metastatic breast cancer and seeking trial 
treatments. 
Wren Eloise Shores, daughter born to Paul and Megan (Schafer), thanksgiving to God for her 
healthy arrival. 

 

Keep In Your Prayers 
 

Barbara Mabee, Dale Shabra (Ray Snow’s son-in-law), Regina Ragan, Doug Bacon, Toby Jenson, 
Maggie Monahan, Angleen Hudlin, Mary Edwards (Pat Sperry’s mother), Melissa Wallace, Debi Cannon 
(Betty Cummings’ daughter),  Judy Parrott, Beverly Ellgass and Josh Johnson. 
 

(NOTE:  Those listed under “Keep in your prayers” are removed from the list after eight weeks.  If there is 
someone you would like to keep on the list for another eight weeks, please contact the church office.) 

 

Those Battling Cancer 
 

Bobby Bacon (Doug’s dad), Donna Burkhardt, Gene Wear (Ruth Aden’s brother), Alfred Keyes (Kenn’s 
father), Tom Guilford (Sylvia’s oldest son), Tian Foss, Matt Voskuil (Debi Cole’s son), Jamey Sillence, 
Joe Hill (Cynthia Nelson’s dad) and Norma Young (Melinda Hopf’s aunt).  
 

Those Serving our Country in Dangerous Areas 
 

Christopher Dierking, Jonathan Fetchik and Christian Corbitt, for safety and good health as they serve 
our country in dangerous areas. 
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SERVING US TODAY 

PREACHER:  Vicar Tim Barber.  LITURGIST:  Pastor Andrew Howe.  ELDERS:  John Van Buskirk 
(8 am) and Jeff Townsend (10:45 am).  ACOLYTES: Hannah Van Buskirk (8 am) and Colin Mabee 

(Sun 10:45 am).  LAY READERS: Brian Harper (8 am) and Barbara Bauman (10:45 am).  ALTAR 
GUILD: Barb Mabee, Ginger Martin, Linda O’Donnell & Kathy Robinson.  GREETERS:  Tyson & Sara 

Van Lannen (8 am) and Bonnie Hudlin (10:45 am).  SLIDE PREPARER:  Jackie Kaestner.  ORGAN:  

Ellen Prohl. 
 

SERVING US NEXT WEEK 
ELDERS: Jimmy Martin (Sat 6 pm), Don Barnes (Sun 8 am) and Dick Kesler (Sun 10:45 am).  

ACOLYTES: Logan Curenton (Sun 8 am) and Phillip Peterson (Sun 10:45 am). LAY READERS:  John 
Trichinotis (Sat 6 pm), Darron Counselman (Sun 8 am) and Jeff Grube (Sun 10:45 am).  ALTAR 

GUILD: Amber Barber, Debbie Hardy, Barbara Locke, Pat Stetzler & Linna Nielsen.  GREETERS:  

Keith & Linda Busha (8 am) & Nancy Branscom (10:45 am). 
 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 
Ezekiel 37:1-14 and Acts 2:1-21 

 

ATTENDANCE LAST WEEK 
Saturday - 58    Early - 58    Late – 91    Total – 207   Livestream – 3 

 
THIS WEEK AT MOUNT CALVARY 

Today    6:30 pm HS TAG Night 
Monday    1:00 pm Women’s Small Group 

      6:30 pm Handbell Choir 

  Wednesday   7:00 pm Sanctuary Choir  
Thursday 10:00 pm Ladies Bible Study 

   Saturday   5:00 pm Adult Bible Study 
       5:00 pm Praise Team Rehearsal 

     Next Sunday    6:30 pm SLDT Meeting 


