
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 



SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER                                                                                     MAY 9, 2021                                                                        
 

“CONNECTING PEOPLE TO JESUS AND TO ONE ANOTHER TO SERVE THE WORLD” 
 

As We Gather 

God’s perfect example of love is shown to us in today’s Scripture readings.  God Himself is the initiator 

of love, showing His love to us through His Son, Jesus.  God loved us before we loved Him.  Having 
been brought into a relationship with God in our Baptism, the Holy Spirit guides the growth of our 

faith so that we remain in God’s love and love one another. 
 

PRELUDE  

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND GREETING   

 

 OPENING HYMN:              ”Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing”                Hymn #686 

 

THE INVOCATION 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

THE CONFESSION OF SINS AND ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 

Let us now come before God, to whom all hearts are open and from whom no secrets are hid, and 
confess our sins in the name of Him who died and rose again to give us forgiveness and life. 
 

(Please kneel) 
 

Most merciful God, 

I confess that I have lived as if You did not matter and as if I mattered most.  I have 
not always honored Your name as I should; my worship and prayer life have faltered.  

I have not let Your love have its way with me and so my love for others has failed.  

There are many whom I have hurt and many whom I have failed to help.  Except for 
the promise of my Lord Jesus Christ I could not hope for reconciliation and peace.  

Forgive me, renew me, and lead me, so that I may delight in Your will and walk in Your 
ways to the glory of Your holy name. 

We approach God’s throne, gratefully rejoicing in His forgiveness.  For God has so loved us that He 
sent His only Son to be our Savior.  In Him we are forgiven.  In Him we have freedom and 

reconciliation.  In Him we have life!  God has filled us with joy.  Christ is risen! 

He is risen, indeed!  Alleluia!  Amen. 
 

THE HYMN OF PRAISE:        “Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow”         Hymn #805 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heaenly host: 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen 
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THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
Let us pray. Risen Lord, while we were still in our sins, You chose us, laid down Your life for us, and 
called us friends.  By Your great love for us, inspire us to love one another and to go out into the 
world to bear fruit according to Your promise; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen.         
                                                                                  

 (Please be seated.) 
 

THE ANTHEM: (8:00am)              “He Will Hold Me Fast”                               Sanctuary Choir 
 

When I fear my faith will fail, Christ will hold me fast. 
When the tempter would prevail, He will hold me fast. 
I could never keep my hold, through life's fearful path, 

For my love is often cold, He must hold me fast. 
He will hold me fast, He will hold me fast, 

For my Savior loves me so, He will hold me fast. 
 

Those He saves are His delight, Christ will hold me fast. 
Precious in His holy sight, He will hold me fast. 

He'll not let my soul be lost, His Promises shall last. 
Bought by Him at such a cost, He will hold me fast. 

He will hold me fast, He will hold me fast, 
For my Savior loves me so, He will hold me fast. 

 

For my life He bled and died, Christ will hold me fast. 
Justice has been satisfied, He will hold me fast. 

Raised with Him to endless life, He will hold me fast. 
Till our faith is turned to sight, when He comes at last. 

He will hold me fast, He will hold me fast, 
For my Savior loves me so, He will hold me fast. 

 

Ada Ruth Habershon | Matthew Merker © 2013 Getty Music Publishing 

 
THE FIRST READING: Acts 10:34–48 (People from every nation are accepted by God.) 
 

      34  So Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly I understand that God shows no partiality, 35  but 
in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36  As for the word 
that he sent to Israel, preaching good news of peace through Jesus Christ (he is Lord of all), 37  you 
yourselves know what happened throughout all Judea, beginning from Galilee after the baptism that 
John proclaimed: 38  how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power. He 
went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 
39  And we are witnesses of all that he did both in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They 
put him to death by hanging him on a tree, 40  but God raised him on the third day and made him to 
appear, 41  not to all the people but to us who had been chosen by God as witnesses, who ate and 
drank with him after he rose from the dead.  
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      42  And he commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one appointed by 

God to be judge of the living and the dead. 43  To him all the prophets bear witness that everyone 
who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”  
      44  While Peter was still saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell on all who heard the word. 45  And 
the believers from among the circumcised who had come with Peter were amazed, because the gift 

of the Holy Spirit was poured out even on the Gentiles. 46  For they were hearing them speaking in 

tongues and extolling God. Then Peter declared, 47  “Can anyone withhold water for baptizing these 
people, who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48  And he commanded them to be 

baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked him to remain for some days.  
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

THE EPISTLE READING: 1 John 5:1–8 (The victory of Christ overcomes the world.) 
 

      1  Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who loves 
the Father loves whoever has been born of him. 2  By this we know that we love the children of God, 

when we love God and obey his commandments. 3  For this is the love of God, that we keep his 
commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome. 4  For everyone who has been born 

of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world—our faith. 5  Who 

is it that overcomes the world except the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?  
      6  This is he who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ; not by the water only but by the water 

and the blood. And the Spirit is the one who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth. 7  For there are 
three that testify: 8  the Spirit and the water and the blood; and these three agree.  

 
This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God 
 

THE ALLELUIA VERSE: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL IS ANNOUNCED:   
The Holy Gospel according to St. John the fifteenth chapter. 
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THE HOLY GOSPEL: John 15:9–17 (Obeying Christ’s commands and remaining in His love) 
 

      9  As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love. 10  If you keep my 
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and 

abide in his love. 11  These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your 

joy may be full.  
      12  “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13  Greater love has 

no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends. 14  You are my friends if you do what 
I command you. 15  No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know what his master 

is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have made known 

to you. 16  You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear 
fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give 

it to you. 17  These things I command you, so that you will love one another.  
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

 

 
 

 
THE APOSTLES CREED   

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 

of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. 
He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into 

heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will 
come to judge the living and the dead.  

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of Saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
THE SONG (10:45am)                       “The Lord Bless You”                              Mount Calvary Kids 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you 
Make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord turn His face toward you and give you peace. (repeat 1x) 
 

Amen, Amen, Amen. Amen, Amen, Amen. 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you 
Make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord turn His face toward you and give you peace. 
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THE CHILDREN’S MESSAGE:                                                                       Mount Calvary Puppets 

 
THE HYMN OF THE DAY:            “Love Divine All Loves Excelling”                    Hymn #700 

 
THE MESSAGE:                                                                                                Pastor Andrew Howe 

  

THE TIME OF RESPONSE:   (For hygienic purposes we no longer pass the offering plates through 
the pews.  The offering plates are located at each exit from the Sanctuary and you are encouraged to 
fill out and place your Attendance Card and offering in the plate as you leave the worship service.  
Please note: There is a side for both our guests and members to fill out on the Attendance Card.) 
 

 

THE SONG OF RESPONSE:              “Praise and Thanksgiving”                          Hymn #789 

                                                                     

THE PRAYERS:  After each petition, the Worship Leader will say, “Lord in Your mercy,” and the 
congregation will respond, “Hear our prayer.”  

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER   

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

THE BENEDICTION 
The Lord bless us and keep us.  The Lord make His face shine on us and be gracious to us.  The Lord 

look upon us with favor and give us peace. 
Amen. 

 
THE CLOSING HYMN:            “Lord Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word”              Hymn #655 

 

A MOMENT FOR SILENT PRAYER 
 

THE POSTLUDE 

 
All scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2009 by International Bible Society.  

Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 
 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Our Altar Flowers are provided this week by Rodney Hood, in honor of all mothers. 

 
Mount Calvary has received donations in memory of Shali Nelson, D. J.’s sister,  from Don & 

Monelle Netzinger, Steve & Jan Kirchoff, Don & Judy Parrott, Nancy Branscom and Vivian Stilley. 
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Due to the relaxation of the state guidance on COVID 19, we will be removing the ropes on 

the pews and mask wearing is optional starting the weekend of 15/16 May.  We will continue 
communion as we have been doing for now.  During communion the Pastors, Vicar and Elder assisting 

in communion will continue to wear masks.  We still encourage social distancing.  That weekend will 
be the one year anniversary of when we returned to having church services in 2020 during the 

pandemic.   

 
Mount Calvary has received a donation in memory of Rev. David Brighton from Dianne 

Damron. 
 

Mount Calvary has received a donation in memory of Jerry Parsons, Randall’s brother, from 
Steve & Jan Kirchoff and Nancy Branscom. 

 

Mount Calvary has received a donation in memory of Carol Littmann from Dianne Damron. 
 

Increased Price for Altar Flowers:  Due to a shortage of flower growers resulting from the 
pandemic, prices have risen so much that florists are having trouble meeting the demand for flowers.  

For that reason, we are forced to raise the price of altar flowers to $35 per bouquet.  Your help in 

meeting this price increase will be greatly appreciated. 
 

Help Desperately Needed:  Please consider being a Sound Room Projectionist for our various 
services.  The task is not rocket science and you will be trained on the procedures by the current 

staff.  This is a great way to serve the LORD and your fellow church members.  If interested and want 
to know more please contact John Harmon (Elder and Projectionist) at 478-918-3675 or email 

khesanh@iCloud.com.” 

 
Bible Reading Program: Our church staff and Elders are making the Today’s Light Bible two-year 

reading plan a part of their daily devotions. The congregation is invited to join in this daily devotional 
reading. Mt. Calvary has a limited number of Today’s Light Bibles, normally $32.99, but available for 

just $20.  Please contact the church office.  Or you can just follow the daily readings yourself.  This 

week’s readings are: 
 

 Week 49 
 Monday: Proverbs 10:1 – 11:31 

 Tuesday: Proverbs 12:1 – 13:25 

 Wednesday: Proverbs 14:1 – 15:33 
 Thursday: Proverbs 16:1 – 17:28 

 Friday: Proverbs 18:1 – 19:29 
 Saturday: Proverbs 20:1 – 21:31 
 

“Bountiful Harvest” – New idea to begin in late May or early June in which we invite folks in the 

congregation to bring in any extra veggies, fruits, herbs or nuts from your gardens each week, 

throughout the growing season.  Each weekend, all are welcome to take things home FREE, to share 
with family and friends.  A special cart will be decorated with labeled baskets, and will be put in place 

for you to fill!  It will be exciting to see what kind of blessings have grown in your gardens! 
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Christ Lutheran School in Perry is having a School Open House on Thursday, May 20 from 6 – 
7:30 pm.  Families, prospective students, or anyone of any age . . .  are invited to drop by.  The 
school is opening on August 3rd in grades Kindergarten to 2nd, with plans to add additional grades.  The 
address is 208 Langston Road, Perry.  For further information, contact the Teacher, Mrs. Sara Hupp, 
at christlutheranschoolperry@gmail.com 
 
First Annual Great Fathers Day Campout.  - Dads, mark your calendar for June 18-19, to do a 
little tent camping with your sons!  Friday, June 18th, you’ll gather at Christ Lutheran Church in Perry 
anytime after 4:00, and set up your tent in their field, and have an evening of fun, food, games and 
whatever else boys do!  Dinner will be provided.   In the morning, Fellowship will then bring breakfast 
before you head out around noon.  Several folks from Christ Lutheran will also be joining with Mt. 
Calvary.  Pastor Lehenbauer is going to set up a sign-up sheet for BOTH congregations to use on-
line.  Watch for details in upcoming bulletins.  Grandpas, Uncles, and other male family members are 
welcome to participate, of course.  If you need to borrow a tent, there will be a place on the sign-up 
sheet for that. 
 
Help Needed - - Volunteer needed to pick up the day-old Publix bakery items on Tuesdays.  This 
service is very important in helping the local homeless.  We also use some items for our Sunday 
morning snacks and Wednesday dinners.  Your consideration of this service would be greatly 
appreciated.  If you think you’d like to help us with this, please contact Pastor Pete or Becky McVay. 
 

 

PRAYER CONCERNS 
The family of Shali Nelson, DJ’s sister, who died April 29th. 
The family of Jerry Parsons, Randall’s brother, who died May 3rd. 
Eileen Mittuch, who is recovering from melanoma surgery.  
Barbara Mabee, who is recovering from a procedure.   
Terrance Turner, Rhoda Reilly’s son, who is facing challenges.  
Donna Hare, Bob Yeager’s sister, who is recovering from COVID in a nursing home.  

 

Keep In Your Prayers 
 

Dale Shabra (Ray Snow’s son-in-law), Regina Ragan, Doug Bacon, Toby Jenson, Maggie Monahan, 
Angleen Hudlin, Mary Edwards (Pat Sperry’s mother), Melissa Wallace, Debi Cannon (Betty Cummings’ 
daughter), Cynthia Trichinotis, Judy Parrott, Beverly Ellgass and Josh Johnson. 
 

(NOTE:  Those listed under “Keep in your prayers” are removed from the list after eight weeks.  If there is 
someone you would like to keep on the list for another eight weeks, please contact the church office.) 

 

Those Battling Cancer 
 

Bobby Bacon (Doug’s dad), Donna Burkhardt, Gene Wear (Ruth Aden’s brother), Alfred Keyes (Kenn’s 
father), Tom Guilford (Sylvia’s oldest son), Tian Foss, Matt Voskuil (Debi Cole’s son), Jamey Sillence, 
Joe Hill (Cynthia Nelson’s dad) and Norma Young (Melinda Hopf’s aunt).  
 

Those Serving our Country in Dangerous Areas 
 

Christopher Dierking, Jonathan Fetchik and Christian Corbitt, for safety and good health as they serve 
our country in dangerous areas. 
 

-7- 

mailto:christlutheranschoolperry@gmail.com


 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

-8- 



SERVING US TODAY 

PREACHER:  Pastor Andrew Howe.  LITURGIST:  Vicar Tim Barber.  ELDERS:  Roger Foss (8 am) 
and Roger Moeller (10:45 am).  ACOLYTES: Patience Trasmer (8 am) and Logan Curenton (Sun 

10:45 am). LAY READERS: Lexie Hadley (8 am) and Bob Gerstenberger (10:45 am).  ALTAR GUILD: 
Barb Mabee, Ginger Martin, Linda O’Donnell & Kathy Robinson.  GREETERS:  Open (8 am) and John 

& Liz Hunter (10:45 am).  SLIDE PREPARER:  Jackie Kaestner.  ORGAN:  Ellen Prohl. 

 
SERVING US NEXT WEEK 

ELDERS: Pruett Burge (Sat 6 pm), John Van Buskirk (Sun 8 am) and Jeff Townsend (Sun 10:45 am).  
ACOLYTES: Hannah Van Buskirk (Sun 8 am) and Colin Mabee (Sun 10:45 am). LAY READERS:  

Christy Lee (Sat 6 pm), Brian Harper (Sun 8 am) and Barbara Bauman (Sun 10:45 am).  ALTAR 
GUILD: Barb Mabee, Ginger Martin, Linda O’Donnell & Kathy Robinson.  GREETERS:  Tyson & Sara 

Van Lannen (8 am) & Bonnie Hudlin (10:45 am). 

 
NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 

Acts 1:12-26 and 1 John 5:9-15 
 

ATTENDANCE LAST WEEK 

Saturday - 43    Early - 64    Late – 113    Total – 220   Livestream – 3 
 

THIS WEEK AT MOUNT CALVARY 
Monday    

  1:00 pm Women’s Small Group 
      6:30 pm Handbell Choir 

 Tuesday    6:30 pm Boards 

      7:00 pm Elders 
 Wednesday    9:30 am Morning Glories 

       7:00 pm Sanctuary Choir  
Thursday  10:00 pm Ladies Bible Study 

  Saturday  8 am-4 pm Stone Mountain Hiking Trip 

  5:00 pm Adult Bible Study 
       5:00 pm Praise Team Rehearsal 
 


