
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 



FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER                                                                                     MAY 2, 2021 
 

“CONNECTING PEOPLE TO JESUS AND TO ONE ANOTHER TO SERVE THE WORLD” 

 

As We Gather 

In our Gospel reading for today, Jesus says, “Apart from Me you can do nothing.”  How true!  Brought 

to faith through our Baptism, we are now in a relationship with God.  He nourishes, strengthens and 

directs us.  Through our lives and our witness, the whole world will hear about the miracle of the cross 

and the empty tomb!  Today our Confirmands will make their pledge to “continue steadfast in this 

confession and Church rather than fall away from it.”  May this also be the pledge of every one of us 

– to remain true to Christ’s Church, to remain connected to the true vine – so that we may bear much 

fruit for Him! 

 

Holy Communion 

Holy Communion is being celebrated today.  It is the belief of the Lutheran Church, based on Jesus’ 

own words, that in this Sacrament His body and blood are really present and that forgiveness of sins 

and the assurance of salvation are offered to all who come confessing their sins   and believing in 

Him.  Communion is therefore offered to those who share this confession of faith.  Children who are 

not yet confirmed are invited to come forward with their parents to receive a blessing.  Guests who 

may have questions about Communion at Mt. Calvary are encouraged to talk to Pastor Andrew or 

Pastor Pete. 

 

PRELUDE                            “Be Thou My Vision/Come Thou Fount”                   Handbell Choir 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND GREETING 

 

OPENING HYMN:                “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”                          Hymn #790                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
 

THE INVOCATION  

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

THE RITE OF CONFIRMATION (10:45 am service) 

 

ANTHEM: (10:45 am service)               “He Will Hold Me Fast”                             Sanctuary Choir 

 

THE CONFESSION OF SINS AND ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

 

(Please kneel) 
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Most merciful God, 

We confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  We have sinned against You in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  

We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment.  For the sake of 

Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 

we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.  
Amen. 

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. 
As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins 

in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

 
HYMN OF PRAISE:                           “Alleluia! Jesus is Risen”                Hymn #474 (vs 1-3) 
 

Alleluia! Jesus is risen! Trumpets resounding in glorious light! 

Splendor, the Lamb, Heaven forever! Oh, what a miracle God has in sight! 

Jesus is risen and we shall arise: Give God the glory! Alleluia! 

 

Walking the way, Christ in the center telling the story to open our eyes; 

Breaking our bread, giving us glory: Jesus our blessing, our constant surprise. 

Jesus is risen and we shall arise: Give God the glory! Alleluia! 

 

Jesus the vine, we are the branches; Life in the Spirit the fruit of the tree; 

Heaven to earth, Christ to the people, Gift of the future now flowing to me. 

Jesus is risen and we shall arise: Give God the glory! Alleluia! 

 
THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  Risen and ascended Lord, You are the vine and we are the branches.  Apart from You 
there is no life.  By Baptism You have gathered us into Your family.  Cause Your Word to abide in us 

and make us fruitful to the glory of Your Father, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

(Please be seated) 
 
THE FIRST READING: Acts 8:26–40 (Philip witnesses about Jesus to the Ethiopian official.) 
 

      26  Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go toward the south to the road that goes 

down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is a desert place. 27  And he rose and went. And there was an 
Ethiopian, a eunuch, a court official of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who was in charge of all 

her treasure. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 28  and was returning, seated in his chariot, and 
he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29  And the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and join this chariot.”  
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      30  So Philip ran to him and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet and asked, “Do you understand 

what you are reading?” 31  And he said, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited 
Philip to come up and sit with him. 32  Now the passage of the Scripture that he was reading was 

this: “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter and like a lamb before its shearer is silent, so he 
opens not his mouth. 33  In his humiliation justice was denied him. Who can describe his generation? 

For his life is taken away from the earth.” 34  And the eunuch said to Philip, “About whom, I ask you, 

does the prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?” 35  Then Philip opened his mouth, 
and beginning with this Scripture he told him the good news about Jesus. 36  And as they were going 

along the road they came to some water, and the eunuch said, “See, here is water! What prevents 
me from being baptized?”  
      38  And he commanded the chariot to stop, and they both went down into the water, Philip and 
the eunuch, and he baptized him. 39  And when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord 

carried Philip away, and the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 40  But Philip 

found himself at Azotus, and as he passed through he preached the gospel to all the towns until he 
came to Caesarea.  
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

THE EPISTLE READING: 1 John 4:1–11 (An exhortation to lives of Christian love) 
 

      1  Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, for 
many false prophets have gone out into the world. 2  By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit 

that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, 3  and every spirit that does not 
confess Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you heard was coming and 

now is in the world already. 4  Little children, you are from God and have overcome them, for he 

who is in you is greater than he who is in the world. 5  They are from the world; therefore they 
speak from the world, and the world listens to them. 6  We are from God. Whoever knows God 

listens to us; whoever is not from God does not listen to us. By this we know the Spirit of truth and 
the spirit of error.  
      7  Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God 

and knows God. 8  Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9  In this the 
love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we 

might live through him. 10  In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent 
his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 11  Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one 

another.  
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

THE ALLELUIA VERSE:                      
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THE HOLY GOSPEL IS ANNOUNCED:   

The Holy Gospel according to St. John the fifteenth chapter 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL: John 15:1–8 (Jesus says that He is the vine and His people are the 
branches.) 
 

      1  “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. 2  Every branch in me that does not bear 
fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 
3  Already you are clean because of the word that I have spoken to you. 4  Abide in me, and I in you. 

As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you 
abide in me. 5  I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that 

bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. 6  If anyone does not abide in me he is 
thrown away like a branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and 

burned. 7  If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be 

done for you. 8  By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my 
disciples.  

 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

 
 

 
 

THE NICENE CREED:   
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things 

visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten son of God, begotten of his Father 

before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, 
being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us 

men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy 
Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under 

Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.  And the third day he rose again according 

to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose 

kingdom will have no end. 
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And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and 
glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 

Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the 
resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

 

THE CHILDREN’S MESSAGE:                                                Ellen Prohl, Director of Parish Music 
 

THE HYMN OF THE DAY:               “Abide, O Dearest Jesus”                 Hymn #919 (vs 1-4) 
                                                                                                                                      

THE MESSAGE:                                                                                                Pastor Pete LeBorious 
 

TIME OF RESPONSE:  (For hygienic purposes we no longer pass the offering plates through the 
pews. The offering plates are located at each exit from the Sanctuary and you are encouraged to fill 
out, and place your Attendance Card and offering in the plate as you leave the worship service.  Please 
note: There is a side for both our guests and members to fill out on the Attendance Card.  If you will 
be coming forward for Holy Communion, please read and sign the “Announcement for Communion” 
portion of the Attendance Card.)  
 

SONG OF RESPONSE                       “Abide, O Dearest Jesus”                Hymn #919 (vs 5-6) 
 
THE PRAYERS:  After each petition, the Worship Leader will say, “Lord in Your mercy,” and the 

congregation will respond, “Hear our prayer.”  
 

THE ORDER OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 

THE PREFACE 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.  

 

It is truly good, right, and proper that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy 
Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. As Your children, You have given us a perfect love to see Your 

Son, Jesus Christ, in His humble birth, perfect life, sacrificial death, and glorious resurrection, by which 
You give us the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation. Therefore with angels and archangels and with 

all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 

singing: 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER   

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 

glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 
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 DISTRIBUTION (Today (at 10:45 service) our confirmation students and their families will commune 
first, after they have communed the congregation will commune by continuous communion. The Usher 
will invite your pew to come forward up the middle of the aisle to receive the bread and individual 
cup.  Please maintain social distancing as you come forward.  Families may stay together.  The center 
cups in each tray are white grape juice for pregnant moms or those allergic to alcohol.  After receiving 
Communion, please exit down the outside aisle.  There is a basket to put your used cup into.) 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS                     “Father Welcomes”                                   Hymn #605 
                                                          “Christ Be My Leader”                                  Hymn #861 

                                               “Thine the Amen, Thine the Praise”                      Hymn #680 
 

THE DISMISSAL 

Now may the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul 

to life everlasting. Depart in the joy of Easter! 

 Amen 

  

THE BENEDICTION 
The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.  The 
Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

Amen. 
 

THE CLOSING HYMN:                        “In Christ Alone”   
   

In Christ alone my hope is found, 

He is my Light, my Strength, my Song; 

This Cornerstone, this Solid Ground, 

Firm through the fiercest drought and storm. 

What heights of love, what depths of peace, 

When fears are stilled, when strivings cease! 

My Comforter, my All in All, 

Here in the love of Christ I stand. 

 

In Christ alone, who took on flesh; 
Fullness of God in helpless babe! 

This gift of love and righteousness, 

Scorned by the ones He came to save: 
Till on that cross as Jesus died, 

The wrath of God was satisfied; 
For every sin on Him was laid; 

Here in the death of Christ I live. 
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There in the ground His body lay, 

Light of the world by darkness slain; 
Then bursting forth in glorious day, 

Up from the grave He rose again! 
And as He stands in victory, 

Sin’s curse has lost its grip on me; 

For I am His and He is mine 
Bought with the precious blood of Christ. 

 
No guilt in life, no fear in death, 

This is the power of Christ in me; 
From life’s first cry to final breath, 

Jesus commands my destiny. 

No pow’r of hell, no scheme of man,  
Can ever pluck me from His hand; 

Till He returns or calls me home, 
Here in the pow’r of Christ I’ll stand. 

 
By Keith Getty and Stuart Townend © 2001 Thankyou Music/Admn by worshiptogether.com  CCLI #1629398 

                             
A MOMENT FOR SILENT PRAYER 
 
THE POSTLUDE 
 
All scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2009 by International Bible Society.  
Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Our Altar Flowers are provided this week by Nancy Branscom, in honor of Chris Branscom’s 
birthday. 

 
Increased Price for Altar Flowers:  Due to a shortage of flower growers resulting from the 

pandemic, prices have risen so much that florists are having trouble meeting the demand for flowers.  

For that reason, we are forced to raise the price of altar flowers to $35 per bouquet.  Your help in 
meeting this price increase will be greatly appreciated. 

 
Help Desperately Needed:  Please consider being a Sound Room Projectionist for our various 

services.  The task is not rocket science and you will be trained on the procedures by the current 

staff.  This is a great way to serve the LORD and your fellow church members.  If interested and want 
to know more please contact John Harmon (Elder and Projectionist) at 478-918-3675 or email 

khesanh@iCloud.com.” 
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Help Needed - - Volunteer needed to pick up the day-old Publix bakery items on Tuesdays.  This 

service is very important in helping the local homeless.  We also use some items for our Sunday 
morning snacks and Wednesday dinners.  Your consideration of this service would be greatly 

appreciated.  If you think you’d like to help us with this, please contact Pastor Pete or Becky McVay. 
 

Bible Reading Program: Our church staff and Elders are making the Today’s Light Bible two-year 

reading plan a part of their daily devotions. The congregation is invited to join in this daily devotional 
reading. Mt. Calvary has a limited number of Today’s Light Bibles, normally $32.99, but available for 

just $20.  Please contact the church office.  Or you can just follow the daily readings yourself.  This 
week’s readings are: 

 Week 49 
 Monday: Proverbs 1:1 – 3:35 

 Tuesday: Proverbs 4:1-27 

 Wednesday: Proverbs 5:1 – 6:35 
 Thursday: Proverbs 7:1-27 

 Friday: Proverbs 8:1-36 
 Saturday: Proverbs 9:1-18 
 

“Bountiful Harvest” – New idea to begin in late May or early June in which we invite folks in the 

congregation to bring in any extra veggies, fruits, herbs or nuts from your gardens each week, 

throughout the growing season.  Each weekend, all are welcome to take things home FREE, to share 
with family and friends.  A special cart will be decorated with labeled baskets, and will be put in place 

for you to fill!  It will be exciting to see what kind of blessings have grown in your gardens! 
 

Mothers Day, May 9  – This year Fellowship would like to honor moms with a special treat!  First 

you can enjoy punch and cookies after each service, and then, Kristina Felcan will be taking pictures 
of Moms, Grandmothers, and Daughters in a beautifully designed area outside.  Watch for the sign-

up sheet to have your picture taken free of charge, and sent to you. 
 

Christ Lutheran School in Perry is having a School Open House on Thursday, May 20 from 6 – 

7:30 pm.  Families, prospective students, or anyone of any age . . .  are invited to drop by.  The 
school is opening on August 3rd in grades Kindergarten to 2nd, with plans to add additional grades.  The 

address is 208 Langston Road, Perry.  For further information, contact the Teacher, Mrs. Sara Hupp, 
at christlutheranschoolperry@gmail.com 

 
First Annual Great Fathers Day Campout.  - Dads, mark your calendar for June 18-19, to do a 

little tent camping with your sons!  Friday, June 18th, you’ll gather at Christ Lutheran Church in Perry 

anytime after 4:00, and set up your tent in their field, and have an evening of fun, food, games and 
whatever else boys do!  Dinner will be provided.   In the morning, Fellowship will then bring breakfast 

before you head out around noon.  Several folks from Christ Lutheran will also be joining with Mt. 
Calvary.  Pastor Lehenbauer is going to set up a sign-up sheet for BOTH congregations to use on-

line.  Watch for details in upcoming bulletins.  Grandpas, Uncles, and other male family members are 

welcome to participate, of course.  If you need to borrow a tent, there will be a place on the sign-up 
sheet for that. 
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PRAYER CONCERNS 
Regina Ragan, who is recovering at home from hand, wrist, and elbow surgery. 

Doug Bacon, who is recovering from heart surgery. 
Toby Jenson, who is home on hospice care.  

Dale Shabra, Ray Snow’s son-in-law, who has been diagnosed with end stage liver disease. 

Shali Nelson, DJ’s sister, who is now on hospice. 
Eileen Mittuch, who will have surgery melanoma on May 5th.  

Jerry Parsons, Randall’s brother, who is suffering from liver and lung cancer.  
Logan Curenton and Philip Peterson, thanksgiving to God as they confirm their Christian faith 

on Sunday. 

Barbara Mabee, who is recovering from a procedure.   
 

Keep In Your Prayers 
 

Maggie Monahan, Angleen Hudlin, Mary Edwards (Pat Sperry’s mother), Barbara Mabee, Melissa 

Wallace, Debi Cannon, Cynthia Trichinotis, Penny Tuttle, Melinda Hopf, Lyle Wurdeman, Pastor Dave 

Barber (Vicar Tim’s father), Pastor David Bernthal (Vacancy Pastor at Hope Lutheran), Judy Parrott, 
Beverly Ellgass and Josh Johnson. 
 

(NOTE:  Those listed under “Keep in your prayers” are removed from the list after eight weeks.  If there is 
someone you would like to keep on the list for another eight weeks, please contact the church office.) 

 

Those Battling Cancer 
 

Bobby Bacon (Doug’s dad), Donna Burkhardt, Shali Nelson (DJ’s sister), Gene Wear (Ruth Aden’s 
brother), Alfred Keyes (Kenn’s father), Tom Guilford (Sylvia’s oldest son), Tian Foss, Matt Voskuil (Debi 

Cole’s son), Jamey Sillence, Joe Hill (Cynthia Nelson’s dad) and Norma Young (Melinda Hopf’s aunt).  
 

Those Serving our Country in Dangerous Areas 
 

Andy Cutler, Christopher Dierking, Jonathan Fetchik and Christian Corbitt, for safety and good health 

as they serve our country in dangerous areas. 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 



SERVING US TODAY 

PREACHER:  Pastor Pete LeBorious.  LITURGIST:  Pastor Andrew Howe.  ELDERS:  Erv Robinson 
(8 am) and Roger Moeller (10:45 am).  ACOLYTES: Kara Toler (8 am) and Rory Lockerman (Sun 

10:45 am). LAY READERS: Steve Kirchoff (8 am) and Bruce Bauman (10:45 am).  ALTAR GUILD: 
Barb Mabee, Ginger Martin, Linda O’Donnell & Kathy Robinson.  GREETERS:  Eric & Dina Gossman 

(8 am) and Don Netzinger (10:45 am).  SLIDE PREPARER:  Jackie Kaestner.  ORGAN:  Ellen Prohl. 

 
SERVING US NEXT WEEK 

ELDERS: Open (Sat 6 pm), Open (Sun 8 am) and Open (Sun 10:45 am).  ACOLYTES: Patience 
Trasmer (Sun 8 am) and Logan Curenton (Sun 10:45 am). LAY READERS:  Linna Nielsen (Sat 6 pm), 

Lexie Hadley (Sun 8 am) and Bob Gerstenberger (Sun 10:45 am).  ALTAR GUILD: Barb Mabee, 
Ginger Martin, Linda O’Donnell & Kathy Robinson. GREETERS:  Open (8 am) & John & Liz Hunter 

(10:45 am). 

 
NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 

Acts 10:34-48 and 1 John 5:1-8 
 

ATTENDANCE LAST WEEK 

Saturday - 33    Early - 56    Late – 78    Total – 167   Livestream – 11 
 

THIS WEEK AT MOUNT CALVARY 
  Today   CONFIRMATION SUNDAY  

     6:30 pm HS TAG Night 
Monday     1:00 pm Women’s Small Group 

      6:30 pm Handbell Choir 

 Tuesday    6:30 pm Boards 
      7:00 pm Elders 

 Wednesday    9:30 am Morning Glories 
       7:00 pm Sanctuary Choir  

Thursday  10:00 pm Ladies Bible Study 

  Saturday  8 am-4 pm Stone Mountain Hiking Trip 
  5:00 pm Adult Bible Study 

       5:00 pm Praise Team Rehearsal 
 


