
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 



THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT                                                                                    MARCH 7, 2021 
 

“CONNECTING PEOPLE TO JESUS AND TO ONE ANOTHER TO SERVE THE WORLD” 
 

As We Gather 
As we gather to worship this day, we are confronted once again by the amazing grace of God in 

sending Jesus to be our Savior.  We welcome everyone to this worship place where we proclaim Christ 
Crucified.  To some it is too simple.  To others it is outright foolishness, but to us it is the wisdom of 

God at work, reconciling the world to Himself. 

 
Holy Communion 

Holy Communion is being celebrated today.  It is the belief of the Lutheran Church, based on Jesus’ 
own words, that in this Sacrament His body and blood are really present and that forgiveness of sins 

and the assurance of salvation are offered to all who come confessing their sins   and believing in 

Him.  Communion is therefore offered to those who share this confession of faith.  Children who are 
not yet confirmed are invited to come forward with their parents to receive a blessing.  Guests who 

may have questions about Communion at Mt. Calvary are encouraged to talk to Pastor Andrew. 
 

PRELUDE  
 

OPENING HYMN:                    “Lord, Open Now My Heart to Hear”                   Hymn #908              
                                                                                                                           

THE INVOCATION 
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 

THE CONFESSION OF SINS AND ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 

Beloved in the Lord.  Let us come before God with open hearts and confess our sins to Him and before 
one another, asking Him to forgive us for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Our help is in the name 

of the Lord. 
Who made heaven and earth. 

I said, I will confess my transgressions to the Lord. 

And You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; 

A broken and contrite heart, O God, You will not despise. 
 

(Please kneel) 
 

Hear our prayer, O Lord, 
And deal with us according to Your great mercy.  We have sinned against You and 

against one another, and deserve punishment.  We have nothing to offer You but the 

merits of Jesus Christ, Your Son and our Lord, who offered Himself on Calvary’s cross 
in our place.  For the sake of Him who gave Himself for us, have mercy upon us, and 

forgive us, O Lord. 
God has heard your confession!  Let us rejoice in the forgiveness that is ours through Jesus Christ!  

May the Holy Spirit strengthen your resolve to do that which is pleasing in God’s sight! 
     Amen. 
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THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  O Lord, You gave the Law so that even in our sin we might know Your will for our lives, 

and You gave us Your only Son to cleanse our lives of sin.  For His sake, forgive us and renew us.  

Give us the wisdom and power of Your Holy Spirit, so that we may serve You faithfully all our days; 
through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 
     Amen. 

(Please be seated) 
 

RESPONSE OF PRAISE:         “Just a Closer Walk/In the Garden”                Sanctuary Choir 
 

I am weak but Thou art strong; Jesus, keep me from all wrong; 
I’ll be satisfied as long as I walk, let me walk close to Thee. 

Just a closer walk with Thee, grant it, Jesus is my plea, 
Daily walking close to Thee, Let it be, dear Lord O let t be. 

 

I come to the garden alone while the dew is still on the roses, and the voice I hear, 
Falling on my ear, The Son of God discloses. 

 

And He walks with me and He talks with me, and He tells me I am His own, 
And the joy we share as we tarry there, none other has ever known. 

(Jesus a closer walk with Thee, grant it Jesus, is my plea, Daily walking close to Thee) 
Let it be dear Lord, let it be. 

 

Arranged By Joseph M. Martin Copyright 1993, Malcom Music 

 
THE OLD TESTAMENT READING: Exodus 20:1–17 (The Ten Commandments) 
 

      1  And God spoke all these words, saying, 2  “I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of 

the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery.  
      3  “You shall have no other gods before me.  
      4  “You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven 
above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth.  
      5  You shall not bow down to them or serve them, for I the LORD your God am a jealous God, 

visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and the fourth generation of those who 
hate me, 6  but showing steadfast love to thousands of those who love me and keep my 

commandments.  
      7  “You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD will not hold him 

guiltless who takes his name in vain.  
      8  “Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.  
      9  Six days you shall labor, and do all your work, 10  but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD 

your God. On it you shall not do any work, you, or your son, or your daughter, your male servant, or 
your female servant, or your livestock, or the sojourner who is within your gates. 11  For in six days 

the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested on the seventh day. 
Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.  
      12  “Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long in the land that the LORD 

your God is giving you.  
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      13  “You shall not murder.  
      14  “You shall not commit adultery.  
      15  “You shall not steal. 
      16  “You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.  
      17  “You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his 
male servant, or his female servant, or his ox, or his donkey, or anything that is your neighbor’s.”  
  
This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 
THE EPISTLE READING: 1 Corinthians 1:18–31 (The foolish wisdom of God) 
 

      18  For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it 
is the power of God. 19  For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment 
of the discerning I will thwart.” 20  Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the 
debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21  For since, in the wisdom 
of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we 
preach to save those who believe. 22  For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 23  but we 
preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, 24  but to those who are 
called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25  For the 
foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men.  
      26  For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to worldly 
standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27  But God chose what is foolish 
in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 28  God 
chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things 
that are, 29  so that no human being might boast in the presence of God. 30  And because of him you 
are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification and 
redemption, 31  so that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”  
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

THE LENTEN VERSE:                     “Return to the Lord” 
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THE HOLY GOSPEL IS ANNOUNCED:   
The Holy Gospel according to St. John the second chapter 

 
 
 
 
 

 

THE HOLY GOSPEL: John 2:13-22 (Jesus does the Father’s work by clearing out the temple.) 
 

      13  The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14  In the temple he 
found those who were selling oxen and sheep and pigeons, and the money-changers sitting there. 
15  And making a whip of cords, he drove them all out of the temple, with the sheep and oxen. And 
he poured out the coins of the money-changers and overturned their tables. 16  And he told those 
who sold the pigeons, “Take these things away; do not make my Father’s house a house of trade.” 
17  His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house will consume me.”  
      18  So the Jews said to him, “What sign do you show us for doing these things?” 19  Jesus 
answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” 20  The Jews then said, “It 
has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and will you raise it up in three days?” 21  But he was 
speaking about the temple of his body. 22  When therefore he was raised from the dead, his disciples 
remembered that he had said this, and they believed the Scripture and the word that Jesus had 
spoken.  
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 
 
 

 
THE NICENE CREED:   

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things 
visible and invisible. 

 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten son of God, begotten of his Father 
before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, 
being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us 
men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy 
Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under 
Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.  And the third day he rose again according 
to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose 
kingdom will have no end. 

 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and 
glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the 
resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
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THE CHILDREN’S MESSAGE:                                                Ellen Prohl, Director of Parish Music 

 

THE HYMN OF THE DAY:           “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”            Hymn #426 

 

THE MESSAGE:                                                                                                Pastor Andrew Howe 

 

TIME OF RESPONSE:  (For hygienic purposes we no longer pass the offering plates through the 
pews. The offering plates are located at each exit from the Sanctuary and you are encouraged to fill 

out, and place your Attendance Card and offering in the plate as you leave the worship service.  Please 
note: There is a side for both our guests and members to fill out on the Attendance Card.  If you will 

be coming forward for Holy Communion, please read and sign the “Announcement for Communion” 
portion of the Attendance Card.)     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE PRAYERS:  After each petition, the Worship Leader will say, “Lord in Your mercy,” and the 

congregation will respond, “Hear our prayer.”  

 

THE ORDER OF HOLY COMMUNION 
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THE PREFACE 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.  

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, 

holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, for in wisdom, mercy, and love You sent Your Son into 
human flesh to die and rise on our behalf. Now Your great salvation may be proclaimed to all people 

in the preaching of Christ crucified, through whom with angels and archangels and with all the 

company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing: 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER   

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 

glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 
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 DISTRIBUTION (Distribution of the Sacrament is presently by continuous Communion.  The Usher 
will invite your pew to come forward up the middle of the aisle to receive the bread and individual 
cup.  Please maintain social distancing as you come forward.  Families may stay together.  The center 
cups in each tray are white grape juice for pregnant moms or those allergic to alcohol.  After receiving 
Communion, please exit down the outside aisle.  There is a basket to put your used cup into.) 
 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS:     “My Hope is Built on Nothing Less”                  Hymn #575   

                                           “Drawn to the Cross Which Thou Hast Blessed”         Hymn #560                                               
THE DISMISSAL  
  
THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER        
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we 
implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and 
in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen.  
 

THE BENEDICTION 
The Lord bless us and keep us.  The Lord make His face shine on us and be gracious to us.  The Lord 
look upon us with favor and give us peace. 

Amen. 
 

THE CLOSING HYMN:                     “God of Grace and God of Glory”                  Hymn #850  
         

A MOMENT FOR SILENT PRAYER 
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THE POSTLUDE 
 
All scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2009 by International Bible Society.  

Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Our Altar Flowers are provided this week by Lexie Hadley in honor of Gary’s birthday. 

 

Spring Work Day! The board of Trustees has scheduled the spring work day for March 13th this year. 

We are trying to increase our participation this year, so we will be providing a hot breakfast and lunch! 

Breakfast will start at 8 AM, and be eggs, bacon, biscuits and gravy, and some donuts. After some 

breakfast we will split up and work around the church getting everything ready for the spring and 

summer. After you have worked off breakfast and got an appetite for lunch, the board of Fellowship 

will be providing some lunch around noon. There will be a sign-up sheet in the narthex so we can get 

a good head count for food, but if you miss it, come anyway, we’ll have extra.  

 

Calling all instrumentalists!  We are looking for instrumentalists who would like to serve by playing 

as a part of an instrumental ensemble at Mount Calvary. The instrumental ensemble would play 

occasionally for worship, assisting in accompanying the hymn singing. We are hoping to have an 

instrumental ensemble for some of our services during Holy Week. Brass, strings, woodwinds, all are 

welcome.  If you, or someone you know, would like to participate, we would love to have you join us.  

Please let Ellen Prohl, Director of Parish Music know of your interest: Email  

music@mountcalvaryga.org or cell  (630) 251-0795. 

 

Lutheran Night!  Tickets for Lutheran Night, March 14th 7 pm are available in the Narthex.  The cost 

for a very Lutheran meal is only $5/person.  Lutheran Night is a tongue in cheek celebration of 

everything Lutheran, but this year we have a twist as Martin Luther meets Saint Patrick.  In addition 

to the meal, there will be a silent auction with a variety of items to bid on.  All proceeds from this 

event go to support our Youth Ministry. 

 

Yard Crosses:  Thanks to Roger Moeller the youth have yard crosses for sale once again.  We are 

selling the crosses for $5 each.  Supplies are limited! 

 

Red Cross Blood Drive:  We will host the first of three blood drives this year on Thursday, March 

25, in the Fellowship Hall.  The time range is one hour earlier than before, 1:00 to 6:00 pm.  

Reservations are strongly recommended because walk-ins will not be accepted if reservations are 

filled.  To make reservations, use the website “redcrossblood.org” and enter zip code 31088 and find 

MCLC or use the blood donation link in our MCLC website.  If the websites are not convenient, call 

Bruce Bauman (922-3286) who will make the reservation.  Special health procedures will again be 

used in response to COVID-19.  All blood donations will be tested for COVID-19 antibodies.  More 

information is in the March Newsletter.  Also, we need volunteers to register donors, give them snacks, 

and take their temperature.  If you can help for just one hour, contact Bruce Bauman. 
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Mount Calvary has received a donation in memory of Pastor Dave Brighton from Alan 

Pashkevich. 
 

Baby girl shower for Amber and Vicar Tim on March 20 & 21 after each worship service.  Amber 
and Vicar Tim are registered at Target and Amazon. 

 

Family Fun Day is coming!!!!  Raise your hand if you miss just hanging out with friends, laughing, 
eating and enjoying being together!  Hey . . . . I see a LOT of hands!  Then mark your calendar for 

Saturday, March 20th, from 9:00-2:00 at Val and Darron Counselman’s home (301 Ellicott Drive, 
Warner Robins).  This day is for everyone to enjoy, plus . . invite your friends!  There will be a Corn 

Hole Tournament for those that wish to participate (talk with Darron), as well as face painting and 
PONY RIDES for the kids.  Or if you just want to sit and visit . . . there will be food galore (lunch at 

11:30),  and tables inside and outside!  Bring a side dish or dessert to share, and sign up on the sheet 

at the Information Desk in the Narthex.  Hope to see you there!  (Rain cancels this event) 
 

Bible Reading Program: Our church staff and Elders are making the Today’s Light Bible two-year 
reading plan a part of their daily devotions. The congregation is invited to join in this daily devotional 

reading. Mt. Calvary has a limited number of Today’s Light Bibles, normally $32.99, but available for 

just $20.  Please contact the church office.  Or you can just follow the daily readings yourself.  This 
week’s readings are: 
 

 Week 41 
 Monday: Nehemiah 11:1 – 13:31 

 Tuesday: Esther 1:1 – 2:23 

 Wednesday: Esther 3:1 – 4:17 
 Thursday: Esther 5:1 – 7:10 

 Friday: Esther 8:1 – 10:3 
 Saturday: Job 1:1-22 

 
WR Food Bank needs for March: 

March 7, 8: Pull-ups, diapers, baby wipes, baby food/snacks 

March 14, 15: Cake mix, canned meat, canned vegetables, canned fruit 
March 21, 22: Detergent, dryer sheets, bleach, dish soap, bar soap 

March 28, 29: jelly, breakfast foods, pasta and sauce 
 

High School Spring Retreat:  Attention all High School Youth, our annual Spring Retreat at the 

Calvin Center is the weekend of March 19th - 20th.  The cost will be $65/person.  We will leave around 
5:00 Friday and get back shortly after Noon on Sunday. 

 
Altar Flower Dedications:  The flowers on the altar are there for the glory of God and to beautify 

the church.  They represent sacrifice and therefore must be live flowers.  It is a privilege to be able to 
glorify God, remember loved ones and honor birthdays, anniversaries, etc.  Please consider signing up 

for altar flowers for the glory of God and to beautify the church.  There is a very large number of 

empty slots on our flower chart and we rely on the congregation to provide most of the funds to 
purchase the flowers.  Your help will be greatly appreciated.  
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PRAYER CONCERNS 
 

The family of Walter Sutter, Maggie Monahan’s brother, who died March 1st. 
The family of Diane Wear, Ruth Ann Aden’s sister-in-law, who went to be with the Lord after a 

long battle with cancer. 
Debbie Hardy, who hill have surgery on her hand on March 11th. 

The family of Byron Jones, Debbie Hardy’s family friend, who died February 26th. 

Melinda Hopf, recovering from a recent hospitalization. 
Lyle Wurdeman, recovering from knee surgery. 

Pastor David Barber, Vicar Tim’s father, recovering from heart transplant surgery. 
Pastor David Bernthal, Vacancy Pastor at Hope Lutheran in Milledgeville, will begin another round 

of chemotherapy.  
Cynthia Trichinotis, who will have a hip procedure on March 12th. 

Janet Hodge, Katherine Eubanks and Richard Uitto’s sister, who will have an ablation next week. 

Hunter Adams, Brittney and Daniel’s new son born March 3rd, thanksgiving to God. 
Penny Tuttle, a former member who is going through testing to try to identify the cause of her 

migraines, vomiting, dizziness, etc. 
Debi Cannon, Betty Cummings’ daughter, preparing for surgery. 

 

Keep In Your Prayers 
 

Kathy Dierking, Allen Hickman, Jim Aden, Dick Kesler, Christy Lee, Nathan LeBorious, Marcia Brighton 

and the Brighton family, Judy Parrott, Beverly Ellgass and Josh Johnson. 
 

(NOTE:  Those listed under “Keep in your prayers” are removed from the list after eight weeks.  If there is 
someone you would like to keep on the list for another eight weeks, please contact the church office.) 

 

Those Battling Cancer 
 

Rosalie Dyer, Bobby Bacon (Doug’s dad), Donna Burkhardt, Shali Nelson (DJ’s sister), Gene Wear 

(Ruth Aden’s brother), Alfred Keyes (Kenn’s father), Tom Guilford (Sylvia’s oldest son), Tian Foss, Matt 
Voskuil (Debi Cole’s son), Jamey Sillence, Joe Hill (Cynthia Nelson’s dad) and Norma Young (Melinda 

Hopf’s aunt).  
 

Those Serving our Country in Dangerous Areas 
 

Andy Cutler, Christopher Dierking, Jonathan Fetchik and Christian Corbitt, for safety and good health 
as they serve our country in dangerous areas. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 



SERVING US TODAY 

PREACHER:  Pastor Andrew Howe.  LITURGIST:  Vicar Tim Barber.  ELDERS:  Don Barnes (8 am) 
and John Harmon (10:45 am).  ACOLYTES: Patience Trasmer (8 am) and Rory Lockerman (10:45 

am).  LAY READERS:  Darron Counselman (8 am) and D. J. Nelson (10:45 am).  ALTAR GUILD: 
Amber Barber, Debbie Hardy, Pat Stetzler, Barbara Locke & Linna Nielsen.  GREETERS:  Gary & Lexie 

Hadley (8:00 am) and Jan Clark (10:45 am). SLIDE PREPARER:  Roger Moeller.  ORGAN:  Ellen 

Prohl. 
 

SERVING US NEXT WEEK 
ELDERS: John Van Buskirk (Wed 7 pm), Jimmy Martin (Sat 6 pm), Dick Kesler (Sun 8 am) and Roger 

Moeller (Sun 10:45 am).  ACOLYTES:  Phillip Peterson (Wed 7 pm) Logan Curenton (Sun 8 am) and 
Colin Mabee (Sun 10:45 am). LAY READERS:  Barbara Mabee (Wed 7 pm), Rob Crawford (Sat 6:00), 

Lexie Hadley (Sun 8 am) and Mary Ellen Gragg (Sun 10:45 am).  ALTAR GUILD: Amber Barber, 

Debbie Hardy, Pat Stetzler, Barbara Locke & Linna Nielsen.  GREETERS:  Doug & Deb Fingles (Sun 
8:00 am) and Paula Babcock (10:45 am). 

 
NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 

Numbers 21:4-9 and Ephesians 2:1-10 

 
ATTENDANCE LAST WEEK 

Saturday - 46   Early - 52   Late – 60  Total – 158 (+29 Livestream) 
Wednesday – 80 

 
THIS WEEK AT MOUNT CALVARY 

Today     6:30 pm HS TAG Night 

Monday   10:00 am Ladies Guild 
  1:00 pm Women’s Small Group 

     6:30 pm Handbell Choir 
     7:10 pm Handbell Choir 

Tuesday    7:00 pm Council 

      Wednesday    6:00 pm Dinner 
      7:00 pm Lenten Worship 

      7:30 pm Sanctuary Choir  
Thursday  10:00 pm Ladies Bible Study 

  Saturday       11 – 2 Middle School Rigby’s Trip 

       5:00 pm Adult Bible Study 
       5:00 pm Praise Team Rehearsal 

       Next Sunday   5 – 8 pm Lutheran Night 
 

 


