
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT                                                                             FEBRUARY 21, 2021 
 

“CONNECTING PEOPLE TO JESUS AND TO ONE ANOTHER TO SERVE THE WORLD” 
 

As We Gather 
Today we hear of God testing Abraham and of Satan tempting Jesus. James reminds us that God 
tempts no one. So, how can we know whether God is testing us or Satan is tempting us? James 
reminds us that “Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father 
of lights with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change” (James 1:17). As we go through 
life, striving to live out our calling as God’s people, we will hit obstacles and face tests to our faith and 
to how we live that faith. God can work through these tests to draw us closer to Him. On the other 
hand, Satan wants to lure and entice us away from the path God would have us walk. 
 

Holy Communion 

Holy Communion is being celebrated today.  It is the belief of the Lutheran Church, based on Jesus’ 
own words, that in this Sacrament His body and blood are really present and that forgiveness of sins 
and the assurance of salvation are offered to all who come confessing their sins   and believing in 
Him.  Communion is therefore offered to those who share this confession of faith.  Children who are 
not yet confirmed are invited to come forward with their parents to receive a blessing.  Guests who 
may have questions about Communion at Mt. Calvary are encouraged to talk to Pastor Andrew, or 
Pastor Pete. 

 

PRELUDE  
 

OPENING HYMN:                       “Great is Thy Faithfulness”                               Hymn #809              
                                                                                                                           
THE INVOCATION 
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 

THE CONFESSION OF SINS AND ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
Let us confess our sins to God our Father. 
                                                            

(please kneel) 
 

Most merciful God,  
We confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  We have sinned against You in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves.  We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment.  For the sake of 
Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 
we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.  
Amen. 

The Lord remembers His mercy and steadfast love. He remembers not our sins and transgressions. 
Because of Christ’s all-atoning sacrifice for us, God forgives all our sins. He brings us forth by this 
word of truth to be a kind of firstfruits of His creatures.  So, rejoice!  Jesus paid the price for Adam 
and for Eve, and for us!  We are new creations by His grace! 

Amen. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE:                   “Jesus Refuge of the Weary”                Hymn #423 (vs 1, 3)  
 

Jesus, refuge of the weary, 
    Blest Redeemer, whom we love, 

Fountain in life’s desert dreary, 
    Savior from the world above: 
Often have Your eyes, offended, 
    Gazed upon the sinner’s fall; 
Yet upon the cross extended, 

    You have borne the pain of all. 
 

Jesus, may our hearts be burning 
    With more fervent love for You; 

May our eyes be ever turning 
    To behold Your cross anew 

Till in glory, parted never 
    From the blessèd Savior’s side, 

Graven in our hearts forever, 
    Dwell the cross, the Crucified. 

 
THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O Lord God, You led Your ancient people through the wilderness and brought them to the Promised 
Land. Guide the people of Your Church that following our Savior we may walk through the wilderness 
of this world toward the glory of the world to come; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

     Amen. 
 

 (Please be seated.) 
 

THE OLD TESTAMENT READING: Genesis 22:1–18 (God tested Abraham.) 
 

      1  After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 
2  He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and 

offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you.” 3  So Abraham 

rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and his son 
Isaac. And he cut the wood for the burnt offering and arose and went to the place of which God had 

told him. 4  On the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw the place from afar. 5  Then 
Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; I and the boy will go over there and 

worship and come again to you.” 6  And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on 
Isaac his son. And he took in his hand the fire and the knife. So they went both of them together. 
7  And Isaac said to his father Abraham, “My father!” And he said, “Here I am, my son.” He said, 

“Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” 8  Abraham said, “God 
will provide for himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” So they went both of them together.  
      9  When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built the altar there and laid 
the wood in order and bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 10  Then 

Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to slaughter his son. 

 
-2- 



      11  But the angel of the LORD called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he 
said, “Here I am.” 12  He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for now I 
know that you fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.” 13  And 
Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, caught in a thicket by his 
horns. And Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. 
14  So Abraham called the name of that place, “The LORD will provide”; as it is said to this day, “On 
the mount of the LORD it shall be provided.”  
      15  And the angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven 16  and said, “By 
myself I have sworn, declares the LORD, because you have done this and have not withheld your 
son, your only son, 17  I will surely bless you, and I will surely multiply your offspring as the stars of 
heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of his 
enemies, 18  and in your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, because you have 
obeyed my voice.”  
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

THE EPISTLE READING: James 1:12–18 (The path temptation treads) 
 

      12  Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the test he will 
receive the crown of life, which God has promised to those who love him. 13  Let no one say when he 
is tempted, “I am being tempted by God,” for God cannot be tempted with evil, and he himself 
tempts no one. 14  But each person is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own desire. 
15  Then desire when it has conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when it is fully grown brings forth 
death.  
      16  Do not be deceived, my beloved brothers. 17  Every good gift and every perfect gift is from 
above, coming down from the Father of lights with whom there is no variation or shadow due to 
change. 18  Of his own will he brought us forth by the word of truth, that we should be a kind of 
firstfruits of his creatures.  
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

THE LENTEN VERSE:                     “Return to the Lord” 
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THE HOLY GOSPEL IS ANNOUNCED:   
The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark the first chapter 

 
 
 
 
 

 

THE HOLY GOSPEL:   Mark 1:9–15 (Jesus is baptized and sent to be tempted.) 
 

      9  In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 
10  And when he came up out of the water, immediately he saw the heavens being torn open and the 
Spirit descending on him like a dove. 11  And a voice came from heaven, “You are my beloved Son; 

with you I am well pleased.”  
      12  The Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. 13  And he was in the wilderness forty 

days, being tempted by Satan. And he was with the wild animals, and the angels were ministering to 

him.  
      14  Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God, 15  and 

saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.”  
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 
 
 

 
THE NICENE CREED:   

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things 
visible and invisible. 

 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten son of God, begotten of his Father 
before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, 
being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us 
men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy 
Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under 
Pontius Pilate.   
 
He suffered and was buried.  And the third day he rose again according to the 

Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father, and he 

will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will 

have no end. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and 

glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 

Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the 

resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
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THE CHILDREN’S MESSAGE:                                                                   Mount Calvary Puppets 

 

THE HYMN OF THE DAY:           “O Christ, You Walked the Road”                     Hymn #424 

 

THE MESSAGE:                                                                                                Pastor Andrew Howe 

 

TIME OF RESPONSE:  (For hygienic purposes we no longer pass the offering plates through the 
pews. The offering plates are located at each exit from the Sanctuary and you are encouraged to fill 

out, and place your Attendance Card and offering in the plate as you leave the worship service.  Please 
note: There is a side for both our guests and members to fill out on the Attendance Card.  If you will 

be coming forward for Holy Communion, please read and sign the “Announcement for Communion” 
portion of the Attendance Card.)     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

THE PRAYERS:  After each petition, the Worship Leader will say, “Lord in Your mercy,” and the 

congregation will respond, “Hear our prayer.”  

 

THE ORDER OF HOLY COMMUNION 
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THE PREFACE 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.  

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, 
holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who overcame the assaults 

of the devil and gave His life as a ransom for many that with cleansed hearts we might be prepared 
joyfully to celebrate the paschal feast in sincerity and truth. Therefore with angels and archangels and 

with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 

singing: 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER   

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 

glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
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THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 DISTRIBUTION (Distribution of the Sacrament is presently by continuous Communion.  The Usher 
will invite your pew to come forward up the middle of the aisle to receive the bread and individual 
cup.  Please maintain social distancing as you come forward.  Families may stay together.  The center 
cups in each tray are white grape juice for pregnant moms or those allergic to alcohol.  After receiving 
Communion, please exit down the outside aisle.  There is a basket to put your used cup into.) 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS:                 “The Lamb”                                              Hymn #547   
                                                          “Christ Be My Leader”                                  Hymn #861      
                                                

THE DISMISSAL  
  

THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER        
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we 
implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and 
in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen.  
 

THE BENEDICTION 
The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.  The 
Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

Amen. 
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THE CLOSING HYMN:                     “Lord Keep Us Steadfast”                                Hymn #655  
         
A MOMENT FOR SILENT PRAYER 
 
THE POSTLUDE 
 
All scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2009 by International Bible Society.  
Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Our Altar Flowers are provided this week by Barbara & Carl Mabee in honor of their 51st wedding 

anniversary, and by Herschel Siebert in loving memory of Huina Siebert. 

 
Mount Calvary has received donations in memory of Pastor David Brighton from Bob & Carol 
Yeager, Ronald & Jayne Kuehn, the Winfield Tufts family, the Chad Brown family, Mr. & Mrs. Joey 

Wilson and Steve & Jackie Kaestner. 

 
Newsletter Deadline:  Please have all items for the March Newsletter to the office by Tuesday, 

February 22nd. 
 

Sound Room and Video Training - As you know, we have been video streaming our worship service 
and selected events for the past year and have recently upgraded our sound system to digital.  Up 

until now, the operation of this new equipment has been primarily done by members of our staff.  We 

are now ready to train some of our members to help operate this new equipment and relieve our staff 
from this task.  Pastor Howe has identified a group from Minnesota that has personal experience with 

our sound board and new equipment and can offer us remote training once we can assemble a group 
of members.  If you are interested in helping in this exciting and new ministry, please contact Roger 

Moeller @ 478 320-2696 or rogermoeller@cox.net.  Once trained you will be scheduled, on a rotational 

basis, to work in the sound room for a service you normally attend. 

 
NEW FRONT DOOR LOCK:  We are in the process of installing a new locking system on the front 
door that requires a key card.  It is in but not functioning at acceptable levels yet so it is only on 

Monday - Friday from 9-2 so you can be buzzed in.  The remainder of the time the new system will 

be off and you can use your key to get in the old fashioned way.  If, for some reason, the magnet is 
on and you are unable to let yourself in with your key, you can still gain entry into the building through 

any other door.  As we transition to the new door system elders, trustees, alter guild, and counters 
can come in and check out a key card from Pastor Pete (Tuesday-Friday during office hours, he will 

not be doing keys on Sundays).  Other key cards will be assigned as needs arise. 

 
Forward in Faith Planning Retreat:  All elected church officers and board members are strongly 

encouraged to attend the planning retreat scheduled for Saturday, February 27th, from 9:00 am - 3:00 
pm.  We will be focusing on moving forward in ministry to "Connect people to Jesus Christ and to one 

another to serve the world."  We look forward to a day of ministry planning! 
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Mount Calvary has received a donation in memory of Chris Martin, Caroline’s step-son,  from 

Toby & Lorraine Jenson. 
 

Lutheran Night!  Out annual Youth Ministry Fund-Raiser has been rescheduled for Sunday, March 
14th, from 5-7 pm.  This event includes a meal ($5/person), entertainment, and a silent auction.  Due 

to space in the Fellowship Hall we will be limited to 80 guests.  But we will be trying something new 

this year - from 5:45-6:45 we will be "Zooming" the meeting so you can participate in the laughter 
from home and even bid on auction baskets.  This is a test run of using technology on this scale 

interactively.  Pastor Pete will publish the meeting code in the bulletin and on Facebook that 
weekend.  If you do not use either of those platforms but would like to do "distanced" Lutheran Night, 

let Pastor Pete know and he will email you the login information. 
 

Bible Reading Program: Our church staff and Elders are making the Today’s Light Bible two-year 

reading plan a part of their daily devotions. The congregation is invited to join in this daily devotional 
reading. Mt. Calvary has a limited number of Today’s Light Bibles, normally $32.99, but available for 

just $20.  Please contact the church office.  Or you can just follow the daily readings yourself.  This 
week’s readings are: 

 Week 39 

 Monday: 2 Chronicles 34-1 – 35:27 
 Tuesday: 2 Chronicles 36:1-23 

 Wednesday: Ezra 1:1 – 2:70 
 Thursday: Ezra 3:1 – 4:24 

 Friday: Ezra 5:1 – 6:22 
 Saturday: Ezra 7:1 – 8:36 
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PRAYER CONCERNS 
 

Debi Cannon, Betty Cummings’ daughter, preparing for surgery. 

Kathy Dierking, hospitalized and undergoing tests. 
Allen Hickman, recovering at home after being hospitalized for an infection. 

Rosalie Dyer, who has been diagnosed with colon cancer and is under hospice care at home. 

Jim Aden, who is recovering from surgery. 
 

Keep In Your Prayers 
 

Dick Kesler, Christy Lee, Jeff & Sheila Grube, Nathan LeBorious, Nancy Hursey, Hal & Helen Giese, RH 

Reeves, Marcia Brighton and the Brighton family, Joette Campanello (Jan Clark’s daughter), Deloris 

Tolhurst (Jan Kirchoff’s mom), Judy Parrott, Beverly Ellgass and Josh Johnson. 
 

(NOTE:  Those listed under “Keep in your prayers” are removed from the list after eight weeks.  If there is 
someone you would like to keep on the list for another eight weeks, please contact the church office.) 

 

Those Battling Cancer 
 

Bobby Bacon (Doug’s dad), Donna Burkhardt, Shali Nelson (DJ’s sister), Gene Wear (Ruth Aden’s 
brother), Alfred Keyes (Kenn’s father), Tom Guilford (Sylvia’s oldest son), Tian Foss, Matt Voskuil (Debi 

Cole’s son), Jamey Sillence, Joe Hill (Cynthia Nelson’s dad) and Norma Young (Melinda Hopf’s aunt).  
 

Those Serving our Country in Dangerous Areas 
 

Christopher Dierking, Jonathan Fetchik and Christian Corbitt, for safety and good health as they serve 
our country in dangerous areas. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 



SERVING US TODAY 

PREACHER:  Pastor Andrew Howe.  LITURGIST:  Pastor Peter LeBorious.  ELDERS:  Erv Robinson 
(8 am) and Jeff Townsend (10:45 am).  ACOLYTES: Phillip Peterson (8 am) and Hannah Van Buskirk 

(10:45 am).  LAY READERS:  Kathy Robinson (8 am) and Dave Radcliff (10:45 am).  ALTAR GUILD: 
Barb Mabee, Ginger Martin, Linda O’Donnell & Kathy Robinson.  ORGAN:  Ellen Prohl. 

 

SERVING US NEXT WEEK 
ELDERS: John Van Buskirk (Wed 7 pm), Jimmy Martin (Sat 6 pm), Roger Foss (Sun 8 am) and John 

Harmon (Sun 10:45 am).  ACOLYTES:  Logan Curenton (Wed 7 pm) Phillip Peterson (Sun 8 am) and 
Hannah Van Buskirk (Sun 10:45 am). LAY READERS:  Barbara Mabee (Wed 7 pm), Christy Lee (Sat 

6:00), Kathy Robinson (Sun 8 am) and Dave Radcliff (Sun 10:45 am).  ALTAR GUILD: Barb Mabee, 
Ginger Martin, Linda O’Donnell & Kathy Robinson.   

 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 
Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 and Romans 5:1-11 

 
ATTENDANCE LAST WEEK 

Saturday - 41   Early - 49   Late – 64  Total – 154 (+10 Livestream) 

Ash Wednesday  11 am – 44   7 pm – 91   Total  135 (+7 Livestream) 
 

THIS WEEK AT MOUNT CALVARY 
Today     6:30 pm HS TAG Night 

Monday     1:00 pm Women’s Small Group 
     6:30 pm Handbell Choir 

     7:00 pm Handbell Choir 

      Wednesday    9:30 am Stitch N Chat 
      6:00 pm Dinner 

      7:00 pm Lenten Worship 
      7:30 pm Sanctuary Choir  

Thursday  10:00 pm Ladies Bible Study 

  Saturday    9am-3pm Council & Board Planning Retreat 
  5:00 pm Adult Bible Study 

       5:00 pm Praise Team Rehearsal 
       Next Sunday    6:30 pm SLDT Meeting 
 
 
 


