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Understanding the suﬀering
“Therefore I will not keep silent; I will speak out in
the anguish of my spirit, I will complain in the
bi;erness of my soul.” NIV
There are many things in our lives that cause
anguish and complaining. Some hardships in our
lives are trivial especially in hindsight. However,
many hardships upset every aspect of our lives and
make us feel like we are spinning out of control.
A biblical ﬁgure who understands all kinds of
suﬀering is Job. Job lost his family, his property and
his health. In the midst of all of this suﬀering, Job
remains faithful to God, and honestly shares his complaints.
In October we will have a sermon series called “When Life Spins Out of Control” focusing on the
Book of Job. I invite you to come to worship as we think about our faith in the midst of adversity.

Journeying with you,

Pastor Jill

Religion in the News
Speaking in front of over 1,000 ChrisLan, Muslim and Hindu religious leaders, United
Church of Christ Rev. Traci Blackmon called for a renewed commitment by the Church
to speak out against a society that “favors some of God’s creaLons over others.”
Blackmon made a 20-minute presentaLon at The Rome Conference in Rome, Italy, in
late September.
“There are those who will say the church should not be poliLcal,” said Blackmon.
“Indeed, we have heard such phrases even as we gather here to talk about jusLce . . .
but I disagree. The very birth of the Christ child was both a holy and poliLcal act.”
Blackmon also encouraged members to speak out against harmful policies, including
the U.S. cap on refugee admissions and current immigraLon policies “that criminalize
the quest of others for a beVer life and separates children from their parents at the
border.”

Heritage Fest
Our annual Heritage Fest will be on Saturday, Oct. 6, from 3-7 p.m. There will be
German food and music, acLviLes for kids (with a bounce house if the weather
cooperates) and a celebraLon of our German heritage. Tickets are $10 for adults, $5
for kids, 4 and under are free.
Women’s Bible Study
The Women’s Bible Study chose to focus on the Book of Jeremiah for the fall. The
study is Daring to Hope in an Unstable World by Melissa Spoelstra. Evening sessions
will meet Mondays beginning Oct. 15 and morning sessions will meet on Thursdays
beginning Oct. 18. Contact Linda Schambach for more info.
Scholarship Fund
It’s not too late to give to the Scholarship Fund! A generous donor has oﬀered a
matching gic dollar for dollar up to $2,500. Help us to reach the full $2,500. Gics can
be sent to the church oﬃce or put in the oﬀering plate designated for the Scholarship
Fund.
Council Vice-President
In January, the posiLon for Council Vice President will be available. This posiLon
assists the president, oversees the ﬁnance commiVee and chairs meeLngs when the
president is absent. The vice president posiLon is a two-year posiLon that transiLons
to president for two more years. If you are interested in learning more about this
ministry opportunity talk to Karen Westerman, Pastor Jill or any member of Council.

PlasCc Lid CollecCon is Complete!
Thanks to everyone’s generosity, we have collected enough plasLc lids to get two
benches from our donaLons. Please bring your remaining lids. We will no longer be
collecLng lids acer Oct. 21.
Stewardship Drive
Our Stewardship drive for the 2019 budget is nearing soon. We need to start
prayerfully considering what we are able to pledge or contribute to our church for the
coming year. Please think of not only giving your Lme and talents, but also of your
treasure. Your support of your Lme and talent, and treasure are what enable our
ministries at St. Paul’s to thrive and funcLon. You will be given a chance to sign up for
a ministry on Stewardship Sunday during the coﬀee hour on Nov. 11.
Sign Up for Alerts
Before we know it, winter storms will be upon us. In order to keep informed about
church cancellaLons, we have set up an account through Remind. If you signed up
previously you do not need to do anything. If you have not signed up, or if your email
or phone number changed, please follow the steps below:
-To sign up for text alerts from St. Paul’s text @stpaulsuc to 224.231.5038. You will
immediately get a text back asking for your name. Reply with your name.
-To sign up to receive email alerts send an email to stpaulsuc@mail.remind.com. You
can leave the subject and message of the email blank.
If you do not have texLng or email, sign up to receive a phone call by calling the
church oﬃce and asking to be put on the Church Closing Alert List.
Financially Speaking
The total receipts for the month of August were $12,893. Our spendable income came
to $12,179 including our OCWM income of $393.
We had a charitable income of $714 for the month of September. It was distributed as
follows: $70 to the Neighbors in Need fund, $5 to the Scholarship Fund, $631 to the
Outreach Fund, and $8 to PADS through the sale of our garden vegetables.
We are collecLng “J” Dollars for a handicap-accessible entrance to the Mission House
and a handicap-accessible washroom in the Mission House. This month we collected
$170 towards that project for a total of $1,035.10 for the year.

Blessing of the Animals and Grandparent Tea

Photos by Sue Huber

Birthdays and Anniversaries
Those celebrating a birthday in the month of October are:

Alex Kaye (Oct. 1)

Dan Wayeshe (Oct. 1)

Janet Werner (Oct. 1)

Hayden Thielke (Oct. 2)

Lorrel Petty (Oct. 4)

Jeff Terpstra (Oct. 5)

Evan Starr (Oct. 6)

Dave Kaye (Oct. 8)

George Bowers (Oct. 9)

Chet Westerman (Oct. 10)

Sally Rhymes (Oct. 11)

Karen Vollman (Oct. 11)

Judy Einwich, Jr. (Oct. 14)

Stacey Gluchman (Oct. 14)

Fred Vollman (Oct. 15)

Karen Westerman (Oct. 15)

Lynn Schreiner (Oct. 18)

Mark Kelly (Oct. 20)

Robert Wilms (Oct. 20)

Barbara Kamp (Oct. 21)

Roberta Wayeshe (Oct. 21)

Karen Smith (Oct. 25)

Bill Toth (Oct. 27)

Helen Selpien (Oct. 29)

Daemon Volkening (Oct. 29) Susan Huber (Oct. 31)

Those celebrating anniversaries are:

Brian and Kelly Cowan (Oct. 3);
Mike and Ginny Mursewick (Oct. 14);
Otto and Judy Einwich (Oct. 22); and
Matthew and Stephanie Starr (Oct. 23).
Reminder
If you know of someone who is sick or hospitalized please contact the church oﬃce. Also, if you have a pastoral need
or would like a pastoral visit, please contact the oﬃce or Pastor Jill.
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