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Here I Stand
On Oct. 31 churches around the world will celebrate the
500th anniversary of Martin Luther nailing the 95 Theses
on the door of the church in Wittenberg. Luther’s desire
for change in the church has been seen as the beginning of
the Protestant Reformation. When Luther stood up for his
beliefs he is claimed to have said, “Here I stand. I cannot
do otherwise. God help me. Amen.”
In the next few weeks, the sermons will highlight some of
the essentials of our faith that cause us to make the claim,
“Here I stand.”
Oct. 8
the Bible
Oct. 15
heaven
Oct. 22
Oct. 29
Nov. 5

Here I Stand . . . What our faith says about
Here I Stand . . . What our faith says about
Here I Stand . . . What our faith says about money
Reformation Sunday (wear red in celebration)
Here I Stand . . . What our faith says about justice.

Come and hear what how our faith was formed and continues to be transformed.
Journeying with you,
Pastor Jill

“Glad, Sad, Sorry”
“Genesis 3 tells us that Adam and Eve walked and talked with God in the garden. They did this at the
end of each day. We, too, can talk with God about each day. This prayer brings awareness of joy in
God’s closeness and presence, and of sadness in separation from God” (from Shine: Living in God’s
Light, Multiage Fall 2017, p. 38).
For some people, the request to lead a prayer out loud in a group setting is an anxiety-causing
experience. While it is true that all of us have different gifts, I strongly believe that all of us have
meaningful prayerful words in our hearts. And like anything else, when it comes to prayer—public or
private—practice makes a difference.

Prayer is an important spiritual practice that we teach in Sunday School. This fall,
Sunday School is studying stories from Genesis and asking: “What are the
foundations of our relationship with God?” Unconditional love. Mutual
accountability and care. Open lines of communication. God wants a healthy
relationship with us! One way to keep a relationship healthy is to talk. Prayer is how
we talk to God.
We will be praying the “Glad, Sad, Sorry” prayer from the Shine curriculum in
Sunday School during our Oct. 15 lesson:
1. Tell God what you are glad about;
2. Tell God anything sad that happened today;
3. If you did something wrong, you can tell God you are sorry; and
4. End your prayer: “Thank you, God, for loving me and being with me both
day and night. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen.”
Consider practicing this simple prayer at home—with your family or on your own.
Know that the words you speak to God are always the best words because they
come from you and your heart.
Peace,
Liz Patz, Minister for Children, Youth and Families
Vision Sunday
On Sunday, Sept. 24, our vision consultant, Russ Graunke, shared in worship that in
order for our church to grow we each need to be doing evangelism or inviting
people to come to church. And because the E-Word, “Evangelism,” is intimidating,
Russ suggested a new E-word, “Excuses.”
In the next few months the vision team will be working with all of the ministries to
create multiple “excuses” for inviting people to church. Some of these excuses may
be children participating in worship, special music, sermon series or mission
projects. Be on the look out for ready-made excuses to invite your friends and
neighbors to come experience the good things happening at St. Paul’s.

Prayer Chain
The Women’s Auxiliary and the Calling and Caring Ministry would like to start a
prayer chain with their members. We will need a member of the family to let the
church know when their loved one is need of a Prayer Chain for that person. They
can notify the church ofgice, Pastor Jill, Ginny Mursewick or Judy Olsen and we will
take it from there.

Build-a-Meal
“ . . . for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me
drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me . . . ” Matt. 25:35
This year’s Build-a-Meal mission will start on Oct. 29. You are invited to begin
bringing items to build complete meals for the Elgin Interfaith Food Pantry. We are
collecting food items through Thanksgiving Sunday, Nov. 19. Each week we will
focus on a different area of the meal; however, you may bring items any week you
wish. If you want to change up the meal, you may bring breakfast items or even baby
food.
Here is how the collection will break down:
Oct. 29—Protein (canned meat, beans, peanut butter)
Nov. 5—Grains, pasta and pasta sauces
Nov. 12—Vegetables
Nov. 19—Fruit (any fresh fruit and veggies can be brought this day)
The response since beginning this mission has been phenomenal! When we join
together, much can happen. The items we each bring have been blessed by Jesus to
help feed more than we can imagine. Thank you for your continuing love and care
Financially Speaking
The total receipts for the month of September were $31,940.05. Our spendable
income came to $31,514.15, including our OCWM income of $347.
We had charitable income of $425.90 for the month of September. Distribution of
the charitable income was as follows: $65.90 was for PADS from the sale of the
vegetables from the garden and $10 to June’s Mission from the rest of the sell-off
from the Church Sweep, part of which will go towards the mortgage and part of
which will go to the Illinois Conference Outdoor Ministry Scholarship Fund, and
$350 for the Hurricane Harvey Mission.
A little update on the “J” Dollars: We have collected $20,201 since its inception. The
total bill for the sign and electricity to the sign is $20,224. Once we collect enough to
pay off the remainder ($23) we will revisit the idea of this endeavor and either
discontinue it or start planning on collecting for something else. It should be paid off
within the next couple of weeks.
Church Fair
On Aug. 24, St. Paul’s participated in Judson University’s Church Fair. It was an
amazing opportunity to connect with the students and other churches in our
community.
Thank you to Ginny Mursewick, Liz Patz, Polly Russell and Chuck Smith for their
help and time at our table. A special shout-out to Dolan for being there to provide
comfort to those students which were missing their pets.
St. Paul’s gave highlighters, backpack tags, freeze pops and our church information
to the students. It is exciting to share with others who we are at St. Paul’s and we
hope some students will gind us as their church home.

Mission Ministry
On Sunday, Oct. 5, the MIA project will begin collecting hygiene kits for Church
World Services.
We will continue to collect items for the kits every Sunday in October, and on the
gifth Sunday we will assemble after church.
To assemble a hygiene kit here is what is needed:
One hand towel measuring approximately 15 in. x 18 in. to 16 in. x 32 in. (no
gingertip, bath or dish towels or micro-giber);
One washcloth;
One wide-toothed comb (removed from package);
One nail clipper (removed from package);
One bar of soap (bath size in wrapper);
One toothbrush (in original packaging); and
10 standard-sized Band-Aids.
Stewardship Ministry
Our Stewardship drive for the 2018 budget is nearing soon. We need to think
about what we will pledge to our church. St. Paul’s needs not only your time and
talents, but also your tithes.
October Bonfire
Come join the fun at Doug and Ellen Volkening’s house, 24606 Poplar Road,
Genoa, on Friday, Oct. 27, starting at 7 p.m. Bring a comfy chair and enjoy some
great fellowship, food and the beautiful country sky.
Thank you
Church Family,
Thank you for all of your love and support as I have grown up at St. Paul’s. Kylie
and I were so excited to have Pastor Jill marry us at St. Paul’s. This was very
special and meaningful to us. Thank you to everyone who attended the ceremony
and those that tried to make it but weather interfered. We appreciate you thinking
of us and being a part of our special day. It meant a lot to us to have our church
family there. We look forward to continuing to attend St. Paul’s and worshiping
with everyone. Thank you again!
God Bless,
Ryan and Kylie
Save the Date
Jan. 19, 2018, is Faith Night at the Windy City Bulls. This is the Chicago Bulls
minor league team and they play at the Sears Centre Arena. More information will
be coming.

October Greeters
Oct. 1 JoAnn & Jay Shilcliff
Oct. 15 Mike & Karen Westerman
Oct. 29 Ann Heinrich

Oct. 8 Sue & Arlene Huber
Oct. 22 Wayne & Linda Schambach

Birthdays and Anniversaries
Those celebrating a birthday in the month of October are:
Alex Kaye (Oct. 1)
Janet Werner (Oct. 1)
Lorrel Petty (Oct. 4)
Evan Starr (Oct. 6)
George Bowers (Oct. 9)
Sally Rhymes (Oct. 11)
Lynn Schreiner (Oct. 18)
Karen Westerman (Oct. 15)
Mark Kelly (Oct. 20)
Barbara Kamp (Oct. 21)

Dan Wayeshe (Oct. 1)
Hayden Thielke (Oct. 2)
Jeff Terpstra (Oct. 5)
Dave Kaye (Oct. 8)
Chet Westerman (Oct. 10)
Karen Vollman (Oct. 11)
Mark Kelly (Oct. 20)
Lynn Schreiner (Oct. 18)
Robert Wilms (Oct. 20)
Roberta Wayeshe (Oct. 21)
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