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Feel the light of Synod
Let your light shine before others.  
Matthew 5:16

Every two years, the General Synod of the 
United Church of Christ brings together 
thousands of faithful members from all 
over the country for formal church witness, 
inspirational worship, and fellowship 
together. This year, General Synod will be 
held nearby in Milwaukee from June 
21-25. 

I attended Synod for the first time when I 
was in high school. I remember walking 
into the giant exhibit hall filled with 
displays of all of the ministries related to 
the UCC. As I realized how involved the 
UCC is in ministries of peace and justice, I 
was amazed. When I worshiped alongside 
so many fellow UCCers in an enormous ballroom, I was inspired. Even though we were from different parts 
of the country and various types of churches, in that space we were one body. Throughout my time at Synod 
I was made aware of the unique and powerful witness the UCC has to share with the world.  

Even after I returned home, I felt connected to people of faith throughout the UCC. This first trip to Synod led 
me to fall deeper in love with the UCC, and is one of the reasons that I eventually became an ordained UCC 
minister.

If you would like to get a taste of what Synod is like, a group will be going to Milwaukee for the day on 
Sunday, June 23. We will leave after church and return in the evening. If you are interested, please sign up 
on the table in the fellowship area. If you are interested in attending all five days of the Synod, please speak 
with Pastor Jill or Pastor Liz.

During worship on Sunday, June 23, we will recognize Synod by celebrating the United Church of Christ and 
the unique ways this denomination serves and worships God.

Journeying with you,

Pastor Jill
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Mission in Ministry
Our spring weather has brought flooding to many areas of the country. Due to this weather CWS is in short 
supply of cleaning buckets and supplies.

During the month of June we will be collecting the buckets and supplies as our Mission.

Below is the list of items for the buckets. The approximate cost of the supplies for one bucket is $75. We 
are asking people to come together in teams to collect all the items needed for one bucket. Our goal is to 
collect seven total buckets.

Let's make this a successful Mission!

Supplies needed: 

1 five-gallon bucket with re-sealable lid (if bucket has been used, clean well but do not use if it has held 
chemicals of any kind);
4 scouring pads;
7 sponges, including one large;
1 scrub brush;
18 reusable cleaning towels (e.g., Handi Wipes or Easy Wipes);
1 50-ounce or 2 25-ounce bottle(s) of liquid laundry detergent;
1 16- to 28-ounce bottle of liquid disinfectant dish soap;
1 12- to 16-ounce bottle of household cleaner that can be mixed with water;
1 package of 48-50 clothespins;
Clothesline, 2 50 ft. or one 100 ft.;
5 dust masks;
2 pairs of heavy-duty, waterproof dishwashing gloves (latex-free, non-surgical)
1 pair of work gloves, cotton with leather palm or all leather;
24-28 heavy-duty or contractor-type 30- to 45-gallon trash bags on a roll and removed from carton;
1 6- to 9-ounce bottle of non-aerosol insect repellent;

All cleaning items must be new—all liquid items must be capped and securely tightened. Place all items 
into the bucket, making sure they are packed securely to avoid damage during shipment. Snap the lid on 
tight and seal with packing tape. 

Youth Summer Camp
The Outdoor Ministries of the United Church of Christ hosts several summer camps. Our very own Jackie 
Terpstra is attending Worship and Wonder Camp at Pilgrim Park from July 7-12. The cost is $338 and St. 
Paul’s contributes half, making the cost to families $194 per camper. Worship and Wonder Camp is for 
grades 3-10. Pilgrim Park Camp and Conference Center is located at 26449 1340 North Avenue Princeton, 
Ill., 61356. 

Please talk about these camp opportunities with your kids. For more information, please contact Liz Patz.



Financially Speaking
The total receipts for the month of May were $13,359.79. Our spendable income came to $13,053.79, 
including our OCWM income of $340.

We had $306 of charitable income for the month of May. It was distributed as follows: $284 to our 
Scholarship Fund and $22 to this month’s mission project (CWS Emergency Cleanup Buckets).

We are collecting our “J” Dollars for a handicap-accessible entrance to the Mission House and a handicap 
accessible washroom in the Mission House (which has been completed). This month we collected $394.54 
towards that project for a total of $2,080.29. Thank you to the Ladies’ Auxiliary for their generous donation.

Hospitality/Fellowship Ministry
The Easter Breakfast again was a success. We sold 68 tickets and found room for everyone! I want to 
thank the Hospitality Ministry for setting up and also Sandy, Dale and Karen for cooking
the food.   

Volunteers brought tables down from the house for set up and I thank them. Last but not least, thank you to 
all the people who brought breakfast desserts to serve with the breakfast also. They were all yummy! 

Janet Werner 

ACTS
A clean-up day was scheduled for Saturday, April 27. The weather did not cooperate for us to work outside 
due to snow, but plenty of work was found to do inside.  
The kitchen lower cabinets were organized at the house and the Sunday School room cabinets and a closet 
in the church was also organized. A potluck lunch was then enjoyed by all.

Save the Date
On Oct. 5 we will be hosting St. Paul’s annual Heritage Fest. Stay tuned for further information. 

Women’s Auxiliary
On April 4, the Women’s Auxiliary of St. Paul’s voted to disband the auxiliary ministry due to our ages and 
infirmities. The money in our account will go to “J” dollars. We voted to meet three times a year for lunch 
and fellowship. Thank you all for your support over the years. It’s a sad day, but the right decision for this 
ministry.



Spring at St. Paul’s



May Birthdays and Anniversaries

Those who celebrated a birthday in May were:

JoAnn Pate (May 2) Jeff Volkening (May 7)
JoAnn Sorenson (May 10) Eileen Andresen (May 12)
Elsie Ward (May 12) Gary Brown (May 13)
Alison Smith (May 17) Douglas Volkening (May 17)
Ryan Smith (May 18) Courtney Kaye (May 25)
Arnold Lauber (May 29) Jeanette Franks (May 30)

Those whole celebrated an anniversary in May were:

Bill and Sally Wilson (May 11) Brett and Susan Wolfe (May 20)
Ralph and Elsie Ward (May 23) Tommy and Liz Patz (May 24)
Dan and Anne Heinrich (May 29)

June Birthdays and Anniversaries

Those celebrating a birthday in June are:

Kelly Cowan (June 3) Arlene Huber (June 3)
Vivian Schultz (June 3) Marsha Claybrook (June 7)
Chuck Smith (June 8) Judith Reimer (June 9)
Myron Meglin (June 11) Ginny Mursewick (June 11)
Maizy Starr (June 13) David Berna (June 17)
Mia Berna (June 18) Herman Volkening (June 18)
Kenneth Rabe (June 19) Joylene Zweifel (June 23)
Bonnie Rohrsen (June 28)

Those celebrating an anniversary in June are:

Michael and Heather Heinrich (June 5) Colman and Linda Smith (June 8)
Arnold and Hildegard Lauber (June 15) Dale and Sandy Volkening (June 19)
Russell and Sharlene Gould (June 20) Fred and Karen Vollman (June 22)
Charles and Dorothy Levault (June 24) Chuck and Karen Smith (June 24)
Christopher and Cindy Heinrich (June 28) Jeff and Jill Terpstra (June 28)
Jeff and Christy Volkening (June 28)


