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General Synod update
The 32nd General Synod of the United 
Church of Christ met in Milwaukee at the 
end of June. More than 800 delegates, 
and 1,500 visitors (including a group from 
St. Paul’s) gathered around the theme 
“Shine!” – let your light shine before all 
people (Matthew 5:16). Delegates 
celebrated the ministries of retiring leaders 
Rev. Jim Moos (Associate Executive of 
Global Ministries) and Don Hart 
(Executive Director of the United Church 
Fund) while re-electing General Minister 
and President John Dorhauer. They 
learned that the “Clergy Debt Task Force” 
is expanding and changing scope; that 
America’s oldest press, Pilgrim Press, is in 
the process of being relaunched; AND that 
the 3 Great Loves Campaign will continue 
to 2021.

Through the resolution process, here are some of the resolutions Synod delegates approved:

• Support a “listening campaign” to address the resolution process;
• Recognize the Mental Health Network as a Historically Underrepresented Group;
• Call for the UCC bylaws to be revised with non-binary gender language;
• Condemn acts of violence and bigotry in the U.S.;
• Denounce acts of white supremacy;
• Address the global migration crisis;
• Engage in conversations over Jesus’ call to “Follow me”;
• Combine the three Southern New England conferences (Connecticut, Massachusetts and Rhode 

Island) into one conference;
• Urge action on the opioid crisis;
• Urge Congressional hearings to address violence in America;
• Become advocates for Climate Justice.

As a local church it might seem hard to connect with the work on the denominational level.  In the United 
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Our connection to the UCC is vital to our ministry. The UCC provides support to the ministers and leaders of 
the church, and allows us to combine our efforts to serve and advocate on behalf of all of God’s people. 
Most importantly, our connection to the United Church of Christ reminds us that we are not alone as we 
spread God’s love in the world.

If you want to know more about the work of General Synod, talk to Pastor Jill or Pastor Liz. Or ask Anne H., 
Jon K., Polly R., Chuck S. and Karen S. about their experience visiting Synod.

Journeying with you,

Pastor Jill

Religion in the News
The Pew Research Center recently asked people of different religions, and even atheists, 32 multiple 
choice questions about religion and spirituality, and found most know just the basics about religion.

Seventy-nine percent of the survey takers knew that the Trinity is one God in three persons (Father, Son, 
Holy Spirit) and that Moses led the Exodus of Israelites from Egypt. Sixty-two percent knew that Mecca is 
Islam’s holiest city and a place of pilgrimage. Sixty percent knew Ramadan is an Islamic holy month and 
that atheism is better understood than agnosticism. 

Respondents, however, did not know as much about specifics like, for example, that Jesus is the person 
known for giving the “Sermon on the Mount”. 

Surprisingly, atheists scored higher than the average score of 14 out of 32 correct. People who are Jewish 
scored the highest, with agnostics coming in third. 

CROP Hunger Walk
Join us on Saturday, Sept. 28, to raise money and walk to help our neighbors around the corner and 
around the world. Registration will be at 9:30 a.m.; walk will start at 10:30 a.m. The Finish Line Celebration 
will be starting at 11:15 a.m. There will be hot dogs, raffles, a bounce house, face painting, and more. 
Every walker who signs up by Sept. 14 receives a t-shirt on walk day. 

This year the Burlington-Hampshire CROP Walk is walking together with the St. Vincent de Paul Friends of 
the Poor Walk hosted by St. Charles Borromeo. We are walking together to make a difference and build 
community. 

Blessings of the Backpacks and BBQ
On Sunday, Aug. 11, all students, teachers and education staff are invited to bring their backpacks, 
briefcases, and tote bags for a special back-to-school blessing.

On Sunday, Aug. 18, families are invited to a BBQ at the Ministry House after church. Christian Ed will 
supervise games for the kids. If you want to help out please contact Liz Patz. 



Financially Speaking
The total receipts for the month of July were $16,109.56. Our spendable income came to $16,105.56, 
including our OCWM income of $323.

We had $4 of charitable income for the month of July. It was distributed as follows: $4 to our Scholarship 
Fund. We also collected shoes for the First Baptist Church for students in Elgin.

We are collecting our “J” Dollars for a handicap-accessible entrance to the Mission House and a handicap 
accessible washroom in the Mission House (which has been completed). This month we collected $76 
towards that project for a total of $2,347.29.

Stewardship Ministry
Now that most of the summer is behind us and we are getting back to relatively normal schedules please 
remember it is important to keep your pledges and contributions as the church’s expenses still go on.

July Birthdays and Anniversaries

Those who celebrated a birthday in July were:

Charles Levault (July 5) Ryan Englehardt (July 14)
Anne Heinrich (July 14) Patrick Kelly (July 15)
Wayne Schambach (July 16) Tommy Patz (July 18)
Jay Shircliff (July 21) Melanie Werner (July 25)
Margene Absolon (July 26) Langston Kelly (July 27)
JoAnn Shircliff (July 27) Kandy Jones (July 28)

Those whole celebrated an anniversary in July were:

Chet and Sarah Westerman (July 17) Roberta and Dan Wayeshe (July 18)
David and Mia Berna (July 20) Ryan and Kylie Smith (July 21)

August Birthdays and Anniversaries

Those celebrating a birthday in August are:

Sharon Sorensen (Aug. 1) Sharlene Gould (Aug. 8)
Patricia Thompson (Aug. 8) Sandy Volkening (Aug. 10)
Ody Kamp (Aug. 11) Becky Kelly (Aug. 11)
Judy Volkening (Aug. 11) Bonnie Starr (Aug. 13)
Kay Guptail (Aug. 16) Christy Volkening (Aug. 17)
Linda Smith (Aug. 18) Patricia Schmoldt (Aug. 20)
Gordon Flentge (Aug. 21) Katie Kaye (Aug. 24)

Those celebrating an anniversary in August are:

Linda and Myron Meglin (Aug. 1) Bill and Kay Guptail (Aug. 26)
Lee and Nicole Thielke (Aug. 30)


