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As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness,
and patience. Colossians 3:12
The blockbuster hit this summer is the superhero movie Wonder Woman.
Wonder Woman is different from the other
vengeance-seeking superheroes because she
believes in love and peace. The actress who plays
Wonder Woman, Gal Gadot, says this about her
character, “Wonder Woman, she's amazing. I love
everything that she represents and everything that
she stands for. She's all about love and compassion
and truth and justice and equality.”
This summer we will be exploring how we can be
“superheroes” and act with compassion. We will
explore what the Bible and our faith teach us about
being more compassionate toward others. We will
look at how to be compassionate toward our
friends, our enemies, creation and so much more.
Unlike Wonder Woman, who felt she had to
singlehandedly save the world, God is already at
work reconciling the world to himself (2
Corinthians 5:19). Our role is to simply join in the Right to make the world a more loving and
compassionate place.
Journeying with you,
Pastor Jill

Greetings from Liz Patz
Dear Families and Friends,
Hello! I was recently hired-on to the church staff as the part-time Minister for Children, Youth, and
Families. I am thrilled for this opportunity to join the Christian Education team and serve you, the
congregation of St. Paul’s United Church of Christ.
A little about me: I graduated from Chicago Theological Seminary in May 2015 with a Master of
Divinity and I am on track for ordination in 2018. Before seminary, I enjoyed 11 years of teaching

language arts to Grades 3-8: two years in London, England, and nine back home in Cicero, Ill. I grew
up in Lyons, Ill., right next door to BrookRield Zoo. I moved to Elgin about three years ago with my
husband, Tommy, and our three cats. Tommy and I joined St. Paul’s in 2015 and St. Paul’s is my ofRicial
sponsor for ordination with Fox Valley Association of the Illinois Conference of the United Church of
Christ.
In my new position as Minister for Children, Youth, and Families I want you to know two beliefs that
will shape and inspire my ministry work:
1. I have learned that when St. Paul’s says, “We welcome kids” they mean it! We want kids in
worship and at church activities. We fully embrace and appreciate that kids are complex,
unpredictable and delightfully spirited. We know kids are sometimes loud, sometimes messy
and always genuine. Know that your baby, your toddler, your elementary-age child, your preteen, and your teenager are welcome and wanted and celebrated here.

2. I believe that parents and caregivers are a child’s Rirst and best faith teachers. I will try to
create spiritually nurturing opportunities for kids, families and parents to be active in the
church together. When I think about Christian Education, I imagine creating spaces for all of us
to wonder, to serve, to struggle with questions of faith, life, and the mysteries of God, and to
grow.
I look forward to meeting and working with the kids and families of St. Paul’s! My summer ofRice
hours are Monday from 10-1. I can be reached at 312.848.1349 or epatz@hotmail.com. Please say hi!
Peace,
Liz Patz
UCC in the News
The Connecticut, Massachusetts and Rhode Island conferences of the United Church of Christ voted
to join forces in late June. The three will hold a combined conference so they may have a stronger
voice speaking for justice and to effectively carry out mission and ministry as one.
The votes were tallied at the Rirst-ever joint meeting of the three in Hartford, Conn., and conference
leaders will now create a formal proposal for a new conference made up of 625 churches in
southern New England. The proposal will be brought before a second joint annual meeting next year
in SpringRield, Mass.
Leading up to the vote, board members and the three conference ministers shared their vision for a
new organization that can make a greater impact on local churches, their communities and the
world.
Mission Ministry
July we will be collecting for the “Step it Up” Shoe Drive for children in need of school shoes through
the First Baptist Church. We are looking for tennis shoes (children size 10 through adult size 10) for
either boys or girls.
July’s 5th Sunday Mission in Action project will be a speaker from Habitat for Humanity. St Paul’s
will be helping with a Habitat Build a Day on Aug. 19 and we will need a group of 12 volunteers. As
the date gets closer we will know where the project will be and more details on what work we will
be doing for the day.

Gazebo Dedication
St. Paul’s new gazebo was dedicated
during church service on June 18 in
memory of Dick and Bev Landwehr.
Both were committed servants of the
church. Dick was a lifelong member
of St. Paul’s and served as Sunday
School teacher, council president and
on other committees. Dick and Bev
were both members of The Pacers, a
fellowship group, and Dick’s
ancestors laid the cornerstone of the
church on Division Street. June 18
would have been the couple’s 68th
wedding anniversary.
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St. Paul’s Scholarship
After careful review and prayer, the Scholarship Committee at St. Paul’s UCC selected Paster Jill
Terpstra as its scholarship winner for 2017. Terpstra is returning to school to get her Doctor of
Ministry in Preaching at the Chicago Theological Seminary.
The following is taken into consideration when reviewing the application: Financial need, involvement
in the life of St. Paul’s United Church of Christ and academic standing.
The Scholarship Committee—Karen Westerman, Doug Volkening and Bonnie Starr—would like to
thank everyone who has contributed to the Scholarship Fund. Without the help of those who have
contributed to the fund it would not be possible to help our member further their education.
When giving a memorial, etc., please consider the Scholarship Fund.
Summer PrayerGround
For eight weeks this summer (June 25-Aug. 13) in place of Sunday School we will once again have a
special area set up in the sanctuary called the PrayerGround.
This is a special place just for kids Rilled with quiet activities that Rit with the theme for the day.
Children 3 and older will stay in worship for the entire service and nursery will still be available
for our littlest worshippers. It will be a fun summer for our whole church family!

Doctor of Ministry
Pastor Jill begins the Doctor of Ministry in Preaching Program at Chicago Theological Seminary this
summer.
This is a three-year program with three weeks of classes in the summer followed by assignments
during the rest of the year. This year, classes will be held in Chicago from June 19-July 7. Pastor Jill
will be available for emergencies and on Sundays during that time, but will not be in the ofRice
during those weeks.
Participating in continuing education has always been a part of Pastor Jill’s compensation, and she
will be using a portion of her continuing education time and budget toward this degree.
Reminder
If you know of someone who is sick or hospitalized please contact the church ofRice. Also, if you
have a pastoral need or would like a pastoral visit, please contact the ofRice or Pastor Jill.
Birthdays and Anniversaries
Those celebrating a birthday in the month of July are:
Cheri Stute (July 2)
Ryan Englehardt (July 14)
Patrick Kelly (July 15)
Mark Stute (July 20)
Barbara Nitz (July 22)
Margene Absolon (July 26)
JoAnn Shircliff (July 27)

Charles Levault (July 5)
Anne Heinrich (July 14)
Tommy Patz (July 18)
Jay Shircliff (July 21)
Langston Kelly (July 27)
Kandy Jones (July 28)

Those celebrating an anniversary in the month of July are:
Dan and Roberta Wayeshe (July 18)
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