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Love of Neighbor
“. . . and the greatest of these is love.” 1 Corinthians 13:13
There may be no greater need today than the need to love
—love of neighbors, love of children, love of crea>on.
As the United Church of Christ introduced at General
Synod this summer, our church is being asked to be a
partner in the UCC’s “3 Great Loves” ini>a>ve—an
ini>a>ve that focuses on Love of Neighbor, Love of
Children and Love of Crea>on. This eﬀort begins with the
Love of Neighbor eﬀort.
Love of Neighbor is part of a denomina>on-wide eﬀort that
is about engaging the UCC to take ac>on and to show the impact of our congrega>on, and the UCC, working together
as one church, with one voice and one vision—a vision of A Just World for All.
Love of Neighbor can be expressed in many ways. In the new year, make a commitment to show love to your
neighbors in a way you haven’t before. As a congrega>on, we are the hands and feet of Christ. Let’s be a model in our
church and in our community, to live out the purpose of the Gospel: To love God with all our heart, mind, soul, and
strength and our neighbor as ourselves. (Mt. 22)
Journeying with you,
Pastor Jill

Church Mortgage
In 2011, St. Paul’s United Church of Christ voted to undertake a Capital Campaign, a step necessary to lay hold of our long-term
vision of a new church on the west side of our city. We sold the church at 220 Division Street and purchased six acres of
property at the northwest corner of Plank and Switzer roads in western Elgin. We took a leap of faith and invested in a house,
property and our new church building spending $2 million. It took us six years, but we now owe nothing! Our church is blessed
and we have so much to be proud of and thankful for this Christmas season.
Thanks be to God and thank you to an amazing congrega>on for suppor>ng our BUILDING TO SERVE—“From Christ Through Us,
To Others” Capital Campaign! This is a huge accomplishment for our small church.

We’ve had an amazing journey so far. So much excitement has happened in the last six years. We are no
longer talked about as a dying church. We have a new building, new members, a new pastor and a
renewed energy. We are a church on the move.
With our mortgage now paid oﬀ it’s >me to begin another chapter in the life and journey of St. Paul’s.
Again congratula>ons. Hallelujah and thank you.
In Christ’s Service,
David Thompson
Capital Campaign Chairman
Women’s Auxiliary
We are looking for some new members so I would like to tell you a lible about the Auxiliary. We have
mee>ngs on the ﬁrst Thursday of the month, either at the Ministry House or at an outside place for lunch.
The Thursdays at the Ministry House we start the mee>ng at 1 p.m. and the hostesses bring a dessert of
choice for everyone to share. The two outside dates are in October and our Christmas luncheon in
December. Those start at Noon. There are no mee>ngs in January, February and July. At the March and
August mee>ngs we bring paper products and school supplies for the Elgin Crisis Center. In lieu of a Bake
Sale in November, we each donate $10 for our annual fund raiser. This covers Christmas gids and oﬃce
supplies for UCC and the Elgin Crisis Center. In May, we have our Salad Luncheon where everyone brings a
favorite salad to pass, and in June we celebrate birthdays of those members 85 and older. Our annual
picnic lunch is in August.
The hostesses for the month plan the “ader dessert” mee>ng or games. A postcard is sent out each month
as a reminder of the mee>ng >me and place and hostesses and happenings. We have great fellowship and
enjoy laughs together.
Please come and join us if you have the >me and interest. All women of St. Paul’s are invited. We just
started a Prayer Circle that has been put to use a few >mes already. Let me know if you want to join our
“lible family.”
Judy Olsen
262.949.1333
Missions Ministry
The Mission Commibee would like to send a big THANKS to everyone who took a name from the Christmas
Giving Tree. We delivered 62 gids to Open Door. I can't express enough what a wonderful feeling it was to
deliver these gids. The staﬀ was overwhelmed as Dale and myself pulled up with his truck and my car full
of gids.
Barb Kamp
Windy City Bulls
We have 40 >ckets on reserve for the Windy City Bulls basketball game at the Sears Center on Friday, Jan.
19 at 7 p.m. Here's a chance for a fun night out with family and friends! The Windy City Bulls are the
oﬃcial NBA minor league aﬃliate of the Chicago Bulls. Come watch the Windy City Bulls take on the
Wisconsin Herd.
It's also Faith Night and we'll enjoy a special haldime concert by American Idol star Colton Dixon. Tickets
are $15 each. Our ﬁnal count must be in by Wednesday, Jan. 10. Order your >ckets by signing up or
contac>ng Liz Patz at epatz@hotmail.com.

Drama in January
It's Drama January at St. Paul's! For the month of January, Sunday School classes will be focused on the
story of the Magi and what happened AFTER baby Jesus was born. Each Sunday in January, the kids will
take turns in diﬀerent roles as actors (speaking simple lines and dressing in costume), as singers and as
the set design and camera crew. Our nursery-age kids will also hear the story of the Magi. Lights, camera,
ac>on!
Thank you
My dear friends at St. Paul’s,
Thank you to those of you that said prayers, sent notes and called me while I was recupera>ng at Sherman
Hospital ader suﬀering a pulmonary embolism (blood clot) on Nov. 17. For those of you whose faith you
ques>on, I am living proof that there is a God and that he has a “plan” for each and every one of us.
Back in June 2009, I broke my right femur. A few days later ader therapy, I threw some blood clots that
ended up in my lung, and one of the clots crept over into my led brachial artery in my led arm instead of
going up into my brain. My second episode was the night of Nov. 17 when, out of the blue, I threw the
blood clot that ended up in a branch of the pulmonary artery. God is not ready to “take me home to
heaven” yet. My days on this Earth are not ﬁnished; his “plan” for me is not complete. I ﬁrmly believe this
to be the truth and I wanted to tell you my story so that your belief in God can be strengthened.
In each of these episodes the outcome could have been death, but God s>ll has plans for me and I am
here to tell you my story. I just want your faith in God strengthened and know that He loves and cares for
us all. I am so happy to s>ll be here to be with my family and friends to celebrate another Christmas.
Thank you again for all of your prayers, calls and notes. A special thank you to Polly Russell, a very special
friend.
Love in Christ,
Judy Olsen
Stewardship Ministry
The Stewardship Ministry would like to thank you for your pledges and also for everyone who contributes
to the 2018 budget. Keep up the good work.
Financially Speaking
The total receipts for the month of November were $12,113.09. Our spendable income came to
$12,103.09, including our OCWM income of $425. We had charitable income of $10 for the month of
November, which went to Neighbors in Need. The rest of our mission project this month was Build-aMeal. All donated items were dropped oﬀ at First Congrega>onal UCC in Elgin for their food pantry.
Now that the sign is paid oﬀ we are asking members to turn in sugges>ons on how to spend future J
Dollars. Please put your sugges>ons in the J Dollar jug.

The Holidays at UCC—2017

2017 Christmas Memorials
In Memory and Honor of:

Given By:

Family

Mia Berna

Loved Ones

Marjory Dralle & Family

John Harwood

Max Harwood

Loved Ones

Dan & Anne Heinrich

Sis Gunnell

Huber Family

Donny Kamp, Randy & Diana Kamp

Barb Kamp Family

Minna & Gert Bohner, Laura Willer

Jon Kobel

The Lauber & Fieldler Families

Arnie & Hildy Lauber

Harold & Carol Melgin, Delbert Schmidt

Myron & Linda Meglin

Janet Wursher, Nadine Gartner

Mike & Ginny Mursewick

Bill Mursewick, Sharon Kagel

Verona Mursewick, Paula Defarno

Frank Kaiser

The Peby Family

John Doris, Mary Ellen Kobel

Polly Russell

Stan & Tina Sadowski, Velma & Walt Schambach

Wayne & Linda Schambach

Mickie Shircliﬀ, James Janson, Michael Florence

Jay & JoAnn Shircliﬀ

Albert C. Huber, Jr.

Smith & Huber Families

William & Helen Brown, Carlton & Rosemary Stute

Mark & Cheri Stute

Rodger Carlson, Ruby & Bill Schultz,

Dale Volkening Family

Gerda & Bert Carlson
John & Leone Diehs, Herman & Bertha Volkening

Ruth Volkening Family

Brian Volkening, Ray Volkening
Edward & Henrieba Werner, Nancy Werner

Rev. James Werner & Family

Irene Werner, Edward & Henrieba Werner

Janet Werner

Mary & James Westerman

Mike & Karen Westerman

Birthdays and Anniversaries
Those celebra>ng a birthday in the month of January are:
Linda Meglin (Jan. 3)

William Rhymes (Jan. 10)

Ellen Volkening (Jan. 11)

Alice Eichhorst (Jan. 13)

Jill Terpstra (Jan. 15)

Bill Guptail (Jan. 19)

Sally Wilson (Jan. 19)

Daniel Heinrich (Jan. 20)

Kathleen Rabe (Jan. 26)

Cindy Heinrich (Jan. 30)

Those celebra>ng anniversaries in January are:
David and Bonnie Starr (Jan. 11)
William and Sally Rhymes (Jan. 12)
Erna and Ulrich Dieterle (Jan. 23)
Douglas and Ellen Volkening (Jan. 28)
Kimberly and Bill Toth (Jan. 30)
Kenneth and Ramona Volkening (Jan. 30)
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